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MPEAVICIIOBUE

JEPYKU YM BO AZIE — W HE OTHAMBAVACA
CUMYAH

TO — TsDKeJla KHUra. Y BhIMaThIBaIOLI TyLTy ObUT TPY, €e uin-

TaTh. [IpencraBisiio, Kakoe e ThICSTYeKpaT caMOCTOpaHue —

6bUT TPYyZ, aBTOpa €e MmucaTh. TPy MbICIUTENbHbBIA, HPaB-
CTBEHHBIN U XyOOXHMUYECKMI. YK MOJTOpa TOAa IMPOILLIO0, Kak
MPOYNTAN SI 3TY KHUTY, — U [0 CUX MOp CepALe CagHUT U MOf-
TaIIHMBAET: CJIOBHO CaM Ha KOCTpe, Ha ayromade cropai, 6yaTo
Tebe Jenanu MIaCTUYEeCKylo omepanuio juua... OT yma no ¢u-
3MOJIOTUY — BCETTPOHMKHOBEHHO JIEMICTBYE UTEHMUS 3TOTO GBLIO.
CounHeHMe MMUDOTBOPUYECKOE — ¥ KUILIEYHOIIOJIOCTHOE 3apas3.

CocTosiHMe — TOA06HOE aKTy MOKasHMUS: KOT/la B3I/ISTHEIb
B He[pa COKPOBEHHbIe CBOM — U YKaCHEIIbCSl M 3aTOLIHUT U
3aB3BICKyelllb OUMINEHUsI, MpeobpaskeHus rpaga MCTUHBI U
biara yke He TOJBKO BEpXYLIEUHOCTbIO TOJIOBBI, T€e UOeaslbl
TIOJT, YePEMyIIKOi 06UTAIOT, — HO TMeYeHblo, Cele3eHKOi U re-
HUTATUSIMU.

Kuura, uteHne ee — Kak 60j1e3Hb cMepTenbHas. Ho nepe6o-
JieB, oOpeTaellb UMMYHUTET M 3aKaJIKy TPOTUB HAIlaCTy MoJ06-
Hoii. KaTtapcuc.

Bpone 1 MpocTeHeK CIOXKET: XOAAT JIIoAM Ha paboTy, moma
JIIOGST APYT Apyra, 3aTeM — KOH(MIMKT ¢ Ha4aJbCTBOM U YXOfI.
Ho nog aTum — miputya, pumocodema. To He «paboTa» MPOCTO,
a HeKMIi BCeJIEHCKMIT KOMOMHAT IO Tepeesike GbITUS U YeJio-

Beka. To He pabouue, a ApxuTBopel, kKak daycT, — 1 pobOTHI



CHUBe/JMpoBaHHble. TO He WM3TOTOBJEHME U3AeNuii-IeTaneii
(paborta WXHSIS), HO TpeobpakeHMe IUIOTM U BCEro CyliecT-
Ba: ype3 omepauuio Juila Oy — TyT [OMYHKYJIyCOB BbIBee-
HMeE.

Jla: HEYTO U CPeAHEBEKOBOE, AIXMMMUYUECKU-IIEX0Boe, daycTy-
aHCKU-TIapalebcoBO, U3 Beka Twisa YineHuururens U XopaoaHo
BpyHo, ecTb B poMaHe-TIpuTYe 3TOM, — U B TO ke BPeMsI apXUMO-
JIEPHO-TEXHMUECKOE TIPUCYTCTBYET KaK B HAYYHO-(DAaHTACTUMUECKMX
pomaHax XX Beka: ColMaIbHble YTOIMUM Y aHTUYTOIUMN. ..

U — BriosiHe pycckas 3TO Belllb: OT ABBAaKyMOBA, PACKOJIbHU-
Ybero, CaMOCOXCKeHMs, yepe3 JJoCTOeBCKyIO JiereHay 0 Bennkom
WukBuU3uTOpe, na 1 cHbl: CMelHOro yenoBeka 1 Bepsol [1aBnoB-
HBI O JIBOPLIEe XPyCTaIbHOM — HUTb TYT UIET.

«OHa TpebyeT MbICTE M MbIC/IE», — TaK MOHSIT IIyIIKMH
TIOJIT TIPO3bI.

B Hameit mpo3e cCOBpeMEHHO! eCTh ¥ HabMIOAaTeIbHOCTD, JIN-
DPU3M, OMMCAHMSI, COOOPAKEHMSI, XapaKTePbI Jaske, — HO C MBIC/IbIO
JIeJI0 TYTO: Bs/IEHbKa, c/1abéHbKa. [TOTOMY-TO 1 He TSHET Ha POMaH,
a JIMIIb TIOBECTb TaK COCTOSITLCS ellle MoKeT. PomaH JlaThiHMHA —
Wi, ckopee, (uocodckast TOBeCTb ero, — HAIIOPOM U BOJIei MbIC-
JIM XyOOSKHUUECKOV BJIACTHO 3aXBaThIBAeT: BIMUTATb Te TPAAUIIUM
Ky/JbTYpbI, KOTOpPbIe YIIOMUHAI, — U CKPYTUTb CITMPaJb CBOETO Ca-
MOGBITHOTO CIOKETa (2 POMaH TIOCTPOEH UYETKO-KOHCTPYKTMBHO),
KaK/M CTaBUT KaK Obl XyIOKECTBEHHO-MbICJIEHHBIN SKCIIEPUMEHT
HaJl TTOTEHIMSIMM OOIIEeCTBa M MCTOPUM, M HaJl HPaBCTBEHHBIMM
BO3MOKHOCTSIMM YeJIOBeKa B IPeNesbHO CUTyalyu, — O, Ha 3TO
HEMaJIO HaJI0 TBOPYECKO sHeprym!

W BOPYT — HEXXHOCTb ¥ HEBO3MOXXHOCTh ObITh 0€3 IpYT Ipy-
ra: mapenue JIo6BM — HaJl BCEM 3TUM CKPEXKETOM... KaK BbIXO, U
HaJiesxzaa.

V3 MbITapCcTB, KOTOPBIM, Kak B CpeIHEBEKOBbBIX JKUTHUSIX, Y-
I8 TTOABEPTAeTCS, ¥ U3 MCIIBITAHUI-TIBITOK, ICKYCHBIX B BEKe
HaleM—CcéM, IyX 4eJIOBEYEeCKUil MMeeT HaeXKIy BbIIATYU Ipeo6-
pa>kKeHHbIM.



Tak uTo, MPU CAaTAaHMHCKO/ KPOMENIHOCT 6eCOBCKOTo Jieii-
CTBa-MUCTEPUM, KaK HAPY>KM U IUIOTH, ¥ BHEIIHOCTU (@ «KpO-
MelllHee» «BHeIllHee») — BCe C TUIOThIO Jia C BellleCTBOM, C Jylia-
MU — B ammaparype, — TUXas aHreJbcKasi My3bIka chep Cibl-
LIATCSI, U €CTh — CUSIHUE!..

COOTBETCTBYIOT U SI3bIK: BSI3Kasl, rycTass 06pa3HOCTh, IUIOTS-
HO-sI3bIUeCKasl, Jake GapouyHasi, B BOJIEBOM IIOTOKEe (pa3bl —
OKa3bIBAeTCsI IIPOCTO MOHSTHA, MO0 B IIPO3PAUYHOCTY UMUCTOM U
IIPOCTOLYILIHOM KyIIaeTCsl. ..

FEOPMVIA MAYER
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YKEPTBOMPUHOLLIEHVE

OITOTb HEXOTS BCTajla Ha KPbLJIO, CKOJIb3HYJIA 3a CIIMHY,
u T'pumepy, CKBO3b IIPOCBET/EBIIEE U CTaBIIee eje
pasnMIMMBbIM B CEpOM JHEBHOM CBETe IIaMsl, OTKPbUI-

cs T'opofi, KOTOPBIN OTCIOZA, U3-TI0J, HaBeCa, OTIe/IeHHbI

OT IJ1a3 CyXVM ITPOCTPAHCTBOM, GbLIT HEITPUBBIYEH.

C ymuupl, u3 foxnas, l'opoz, BeIrIsiAen pa3meiTee, cepee
¥ Bcerpa O6blIa BUIMMAa TOJIbKO YacThb €ro. A OTCIOAA, C BbI-
COTBI, Yepe3 IUiaMsi, CyXOli BO3OyX M OOXOb [opon 4yTb
TpereTas, OTAEJISUICS OT 3eMJIM U TUIbUI, KaK 6y TO HaKOHEI]
TepecTasl IPUTBOPSITHCS U CTal TaKUM, KaKMM OH ObUT Ha
caMoM ferne.

CHavana MOSIBWJIOCh TEIUIO OKOJIO OXKIS, M Ha BETPY
9TO OBIIO TIPUSITHO, HO TTOTOM SI3BIKM OTHSI, HarpeB MO0 -
BbI €llle He TEeIUIOM CBOUM, a TOJBKO >XapoM, OOOXKIJIU
CTYITHM, U TYT K€ cpasy, 6e3 maysbl, OIVH U3 HUX JIM3HYIT
B Max. ['pumep mepHY/CS ¥ BCIOMHWI, UTO IIPUBSI3aH Kpern-
KO, ¥ B3[IPOTHYJT TOJIbKO BHYTpYU cebs1. U elle OuryTmiI, 4To
TeJI0 TOTOBO TPUBBIKHYTb K OTHIO, OHO BBITYCTWIO MOT,
3alMIIASCh OT jXapa. B 3To Bpemsl BeTep HAKJIOHUII SI3bIKU
TJIaMeHU, M OHU HeXOTsI oTouuu oT Tena ['pumepa. Crano
HETMPUBBIYHO XOJIOAHO, HO HEMPUBLIYHO — 3TO ObLIa He-
MpaBaa, 3TO OBUIO MPUBBIYHO XOJIOIHO, HO MPUBBIYHO XO-
JIOOHO 10 orHs. I'pumep noeskmics. A ['opof, OT/IenMBIINCH
OT 3€MJIM, Ka3aJI0Ch, MBITAETCSI OCYIIECTBUTb CMBIC/I CBOEH
SKU3HU — TIOJHSATBCS Ha XOJAM, HaJ, KOTOPbIM ceifuac XXuil
I'pumep. Ho Kak HY BbICOKO JKIMJT OH, elIle BbIilie ObUT [IoM 3a
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€ro CIMHOM, U, HaBepHoe, ¢ Kpbiin [loma ['pumep yBuzen
OBl ellle 6OJBIIYIO YacTh I'opona, a ceifuac OH MOT BUIETh
TOJIKO POBHbIE PSIIbI TOMOB, KOTOpbIE MOMYKPY>KbeM 006-
CTYIWIM XOJIM CO BCEX CTOPOH, 00pasysl CTpPOTue mnapaj-
JenbHble psinpl. CJIOBHO BBIBEPHYTHIVi HAaM3HAHKY, HO He
TPOHYThIIi BpeMeHeM aHTUYHbBIN TeaTp, CBOMMM CTYIEeHS-
MM OT[IeUBILUCH OT 3eMJIM, KapabKascs Ha XOIM, — HUKa-
KOJ1 CyeTbl, HM OOVH U3 DSIAOB HEe TOPOIMWICS ONEepeyuThb
IIpyTOif, M B IBVKEHUM BBEPX OHM COXPAHSUIM CTPOTOCTb,
0uepesHOCTb, CTPOMHOCTD, MPaBUIBHOCTh. OTCIONA OBUIO
XOPOILO BUIHO, KAK POBHO PacCTOSIHME MEXIY psigamu, U
TOJIbKO OTHAKABI MIMPOKUIA MOSIC pa3pbiBa pa3ouBasl Psiabl
IIOMOB Ha J1Ba pa3HOBEJMKUX OTPSia — TaK BOVICKO ABUra-
€TCsl, BBICTaBUB BIlepel, KOMaHIVPOB, X TOIbKO Yepes Olly-
TUMO€, 3aMEeTHOE AaXe M3[JajeKa pPacCTosSHue, NOCTaTOu-
HOe, YTOObI He CITyTaTh BeIyIIMX M OCTAIbHYIO0 Maccy, Iia-
TraloT COMJATHL.

W ongaTte Opyroit MopeiB BeTpa BepHY/J OTOHb K Tey
I'pumepa. 3a 3TO BpeMsl OTOHb Y>K€ BBIPOC U, COCKYYMB-
IIMACh, KaK 10 XO35IMHY, SI3bIKOM JM3HY ['puMepa B auiio.
BcrbixHym 6GpOBU, COTHY/IMUCH, ITOOeIe U UCYesn, 0CcTa-
BUB Oesible 3aBUTKM Teria. Eile uyTh BblIllle TIOAHSIICS JIac-
KOBBI S13bIK, M BOJIOCBHI MICU€3/M, CJIOBHO IOPKHY/IM BHYTPb
yepenia. Tak Cyc/MK, Ha MMHYTY BBIIVISHYB HapyXy #u
yCIIbIIIAB IPUOITVKeHMe Bpara, IIpsiueTcsl B CBoto Hopy. OT-
BpaTUTENTbHBIN 3arax ropsimx BoJocC, MOKaIyii, qaxke 60-
Jiee OTBPATUTEIbHbII, UeM OOJTb.

I'pumep 3akpbli rasa. Y Bce paBHO B HUX elle OCTaJICs
T'opon, kakum ['puMep Buzen ero BIiepBble OTCIOA, — POB-
HbIe TIOTYKOJIbIIa, OOHMMAIOIIME XOMM. Beky Harpenuch, u
OIIHO, He BbIep>KaB >Kapbl, JIOMHYJO, I/1a3 He BblAEepsKal
CBeTa U OTHS, BBICOX U IepecTan pasnuuaTb mup. U mo-
cjlegHee, YTO yCIeJl UMM BIIPOMENbK yBUAETh ['pumep, —
MIePBBI PSIfi, CIUTIOIIMJICS, BBITSIHYJICSI M BBITHYJICSI KPYTO



B IIPOTMBOTIOIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY, KaK GYATO IOIBITAICS CO-
MIPOTUBJISITHCS HACTYTIAIONIMM Ha HEro psaaM, U BAPYT He
BbIIEPKall ¥ JIOIIHYJI OT HampsbkeHus. VI Bce — masblie
KpacHasl TbMa, I'pyMep MHOIbITaJICS 3alIPOKUHYTh TOJIOBY U
BTUCHYTb JKMBOJ IJIa3 BHYTPb ¥ ITOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAK OrOHb
ocmab. MoskeT GbITh, BETEP MOKET ObIThb, CJIOXKEHHOEe IIOf,
ero Horamu 6apaxJio, MPOropes, 06BATMIOCH U OTOHb OT-
CTYTIMJICS, CKOJIb3HYJT BHM3 BCJIEH, 32 IIPOTOPEBIIMM Hapax-
jioM. I'pumep OTKpbUI OcTaBLIMiiCS I71a3. KoHeuHo, 3T0 eMy
ITOKA3aJI0Ch: TIEPBbIi PSI BCe TaK K€, POBHO M MIPaBUIIBHO,
TTOTYKOJTBIIOM AYIIVII X0iM. C 3TMM CBOVM BBICOXIIIMM TJIa-
30M OH ITPOMOPrasl OIIyIIeHNe, YTO HOTM YK€ Haudalu ro-
peTb, OOYT/IMBIIIASICS M30THYTAsT IIOJOIIBA, HABEPHOE, CTHC-
HYJIa HOTY, HO M3-3a 60/ TJIeIoIeli CTYITHY 60JIb 3a5KaToit
HOTM OH He YyBCTBOBaJI. TOJBKO MOS3T €Ille MOT ITPeATIOJo-
SKUTb 3TO, ¥ BCE K€ TeJI0, He3aBUCYMO OT MO3Tra, ellle CO-
MIPOTUBJISIIOCH JKape CBOEH IIaBHO 6O0JbI0 — XOTS 6ymy-
1€ IPUYMHBI y3ke cMUpsIu Ipumepa ¢ Heit.

OroHb B 9TO BpeMst B306paJicsi Ha KaKyio-TO KUITy Gyma-
T ¥, TIOATPBITHYB, KOJBHY/I KOITbEM B cepmie I'pumepa.
Ora 6071b, MOKaTyit, 6bUTa OBbI CUITBHOI, €/ 6 He BBITOPEN
a3 ¥ He Tiaeau Horu. Kak skajiko, 4TO Haj, HMM HaBec, —
e 6 HaBeca He 6bIIO0, JOXKIb JaBHO ObI 3a/I/1 OTOHb M Ha
5TOM BCe KOHUM/IOCh, OH TOTOB K MCIIBITAHMSIM M OTHEM, HO
He JI0 TaKOif ke cTemeHu, rmopa 6bl yKe 1 CHATb ['pumMepa,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH yyKe TIOTepsUT OOMH IJia3 U paboTaTh
oymeTr TpymHee. IlmamMst BCIBIXHYIO ele spye M IIupe, U
lT'opop, ucye3 3a ero cnmHONM. BBepxy 3aropesncsi HaBec.
ITnamst Ipo6usioch HapyKy. ['puMep 06pamoBacs, BbITUIIO-
HyJI COJIOHOBATYIO CJIIOHY. Ceityac XbIHET OoKAb. HeT, yxke
mo3aHo. CTpyy IOXKMIs, He JOCTUTask TUIAMEHU, UCTIapSUTHCh
1 ucuesam. OToHb 6bIT CHIbHEe BoAbl. KoHEeUHO, paHo Wi
MO34HO OTOHb OCTAGHET U NOXIb BO3bMET CBOE, MOTOMY
YTO OTOHb — 3TO BPEMEHHO, ITOKa eCTb YeMy T'OpeTh, KaK
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ObI OH HY ObIT CHJIEH, a AOXKIb B 3TOM ['Opojie MOCTOSTHEH.
Ho I'pymMepy-TO OT 3TOro He OymeT Jierde: IOKa OCHMIIAT
IOXIb M VICCSIKHET OTOHb, UTO OCTaHeTCs OT Tena? Bo Bcs-
KOM CJIyyae, He TO, YTO TIOTOM MOKET CITyCTUTBCS C X0JIMa
¥ OTKPBITh IBEPD, 32 KOTOPOI1 ero xkaeT Mysa. CTano 4yTh
npoxjiafiHee, — BCe-TaKu, He OJlojieBasi OTOHb, BOAA CAela-
J1a ero Tepmumee. Ho r71as OTKpbITh ObUTO pyckoBaHHO. Ko-
’Ka Ha >KMBOTE CTaja JIOMAThCs, TPellMHbI IMOIMOJI3IN 10
6empaM, 10 KosieH 'puMep yske He UyBCTBOBAJT GOJIN.

U Bce xe emy nosessno. OH ycren noiyuntsb Mms. Benp
oH — ['pumep, a He mpocto CeMbIecsT CeabMOI, KaKUM
ObL ellle 1Ba rojga Hasazd. VI Mysa, ero Mysa, Toske CeromHs
He 0e3bIMSIHHA... VI OH IMOYYBCTBOBAI, KAaK JXMBOT CTal
B3AyBaTbhCsl, BOT YK HMKOTIA He ayman ['pumep, 4yTo XUBOT
TaK IOBeeT cebsl B OrHe. A, HET, 9TO Bce-TaKu 3a0ysKae-
HIMe — TIPOCTO KOXKa JIOITHYJIA U BCE, UTO OBbIJIO BHYTPMU, BbI-
BaIWJIOCh HapYKy. [Tomoskay, y Te6sT ysKe ITyTaloTCsI MbICITH,
ecy 6 9TO BBIBAIMJIOCH, TO HYKHO OBIJIO ObI OTKPBITH OJIMH
I71a3, YTOOBI ITOI0OPATh BCE 3TO, KOTAA CBSI3aHBI PYKMU, ThI
’Ke MOXKelllb BUIETh, CefoBaTeNlbHO, TTOMOuUb. Vin Her,
KOTJIa CBSI3aHbI I71a3a, ThI MOXKEITb ObITh HY B UeM He BUHO-
BaTbIM. OIIITh He Tak?

He Tak. 3TO He BbIXOH. YCIIOKOJiCS, BCIIOMHU. UTO He
6outcsa oras? Kamenn? Kamenb. Tejo, BUAMMO, ellle IO -
YMHSJIOCh MbIC/IN. V160 BCe, UTO 0CTaBaIoCh JXUBOTO B ['pu-
Mepe, cTajio KamHeM. U criipaBe/ijiuBo — Be[lb €CJiv HeT BbI-
X0Jla, 3HAUMUT, HAO0 ero BbIAyMaTb. VI MbIC/IM OMSITh, Kak
CIIOTKHYBIIMIACS GEryH, MOTHSUINCh M 3aTPYCWIM Jajiblile,
yyThb TIpUXpambiBas. [la, meiicTBUTENbHO, Tyman I'pumep,
€C/IM ceifyac OTKPbITh OCTABILUMIACS I71a3 — OH CTOPUT, €C/IN
OTKPBITb POT — CTOPSIT €T0 Peub U IbIXaHUe, eCIV OH OyIeT
OIIYIIATh 60JIb, HE BBIAEPKUT MO3T.

U T'pumep 3acMesuicst. Beixoq He Hamo ObLIO BBIAYMBbI-
BaTh. Bce cTaso mpocTo, OH KaMeHb, & KaMeHb He GOUTCS
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OTHS$I, PacKaJIsIICh, OH BCETO JMIIb CTAHOBUTCSI KPACHBIM U
XPYIIKVM, BBIIESISI TIOT, YTOObI YPaBHOBECUTDb TeMITEPATY-
DY, UCTIOJTHSISL 3aKOH OYTYIIMX TPUYUMH.

U TyT BO3HMKJIO COMHEHME — TaK BHE3aIllHO OTKPbIBa-
eTCsI TIPOTACTh 33 TIOBOPOTOM, Ha MeECTe ellle Buepa ObIB-
1iei 3mech goporu. CTaB KaMHEM, CMOSKET Jii OH paboTaTh?
U ob6oiigytcst in 6e3 Hero? He KaxkmoMmy HaHO JIIOAEN, OT
NIPYPOAbI PA3HBIX, BBIIPABUTL B OJHO JIMIIO — TaKoe, Kak
B 3aJIe Ha CcTeHe B Jlome 3a ero CriuMHOM. I'puMep naxe ceii-
yac, 3a ToJbl pabOoThI BHIYUMB HAM3YCTh KKIYIO YEPTY ITO-
ro mua, 34ecb — Han I'opomom, B OTHe, CIIPATaB BHYTDb
ce6st TTOC/IeIHMIT OCTABIIMIACS B SKUBBIX IV1a3, — BUJEN 3TO
JIMIIO TaK 3Ke SICHO, KaK ec/ix 6bI CMOTpesT Ha cebsl B 3epKajio
C ITOJIyMEeTPOBOT'O PaCCTOSTHUS.

Bpoch criuKky B CTOT CyXOrO CeHa, ¥ YBUAMIIIb, YTO CTa-
HeT ¢ comHeHMsiMu ['pumepa. ToMbKO KpacHbBI menesn 3a-
rnopxaet B Bosayxe. M Huuero. To/IbKO ITOYEepHEBIIIee IISITHO
Ha 3eMJie. HaBepHoe, ellle MeHbllIe /e[l OT Oymyliei mamsi-
Ti. XOTsI 6bUI 5K€ OH, CTOT, TPaBa KOTOPOTO ellle He B30IIIa,
JIeTeNy I10 BeTPY KPacHbIe ITYeJibl, IIPSTaINCh B HOPY CyC-
JIMKY, CIacasicb OT OTHS, M Maxjo MajJeHbIM BOJOCOM, U
IBIMUJIOCH MSICO, CTaBIllee KaAMHEM.



[TIABA MEPBAA

BbI6OP

IeT JOKOb, 1 TOJIbKO BHYTPU uejioBeKa ero HeT. Kak Hu

CUJIEH, KaK HU TIOCTOSIHEH, KaK HY HAaCTOMYMB, KaK HU

TOBTOPMM, KaK HU XOJIOJleH, KaK HM BCEMOTYI OH,
IOXOb, IOKIOb CUHUIA B KOCYIO JIMHEIKY — peKM, KPDaCHBI B
KPYTIHYI0 KJIETKY — COJIHIIQ, 3€JIeHbIN, CKBO3b JIUCThS —
BHM3 — Ha MK KarolloHa TIallla — 0 [JleyaM — Ha3eMb,
a TaM B IIOTOK, B KaHa/l U 3aropofl, — KaK HU CUJIEH OH,
IOKIb, BHYTPY UeJIOBEKAa TE€UeT MbIC/Ib, HAOyXaeT KPOBBIO,
BBIXOIMT IApOM M30 PTa MM 3aCThIBAET B MO3TY MaMSTbIO
Ha BCIKMI CTy4aii, B HaIEKAe Korma-HuoyIb MIPUTOAUTHCS.
Bce, uyTO BHe uenoBeKa, MOOUMHEHO 3aKOHAM IPUPOIbI,
BCe, UYTO BHYTPM 4YeJioBeka, HMUEeMY U HUKOT/Ia He TOoAuM-
HeHo. OH MOXXET ITPOKUTH B MOJTIONbE, TO €CTh CaM B cebe,
SKU3Hb, ¥ HUKTO He y3HAeT 00 3TOM, ITIOTOMY UTO OH GyaeT
unTtu, kak I'pumep upet ceiivac mo ynmuuam I'opona, Bo3-
BpaIasch ¢ paboThl, KaK BO3BpAIIAeTCsl ceifuac ¢ paboTbl
T'puMep, TOTOMY UTO ero OyIeT skaaTh joMa Mysa, cyJaii-
HO JOCTaBIIasiCs €My, ero BepHasd Mysa, Kak xaeT Mysa
Hauiero I'pumepa. U Bce paBHO AOXIb — CBEpPXYy BHM3, a
KpPOBb BHYTPUM Tejia, B HEMPaBWIbHOM, B €JUHCTBEHHOM
HarpaBjeHM He-3a-BMU-CU-MO OT HallpaB/IeHUsT JOXKIs, —
TaK WX MIPUMEPHO TaK B pafoCcTu paccyxnpaet ['pumep. B
pamocT, MIOTOMY UTO PAHO MM TTO3AHO CObIBAETCS TO, YETO
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SKIEIb ¥ YeMy eIMHCTBEHHO BepeH. U Bce ke vac BCTpeun
yeJioBeKa ¢ caMMM €000 IJITaBHBIM HEOKMIAH U CITyYaeH U,
MOXeT ObITh, I'yOUTeIeH, MOXKeT ObITb, M He HYKeH, a
Hao60pOT, YeM JoJjiee TIPOKMUBEIIb B OXMIAHUY Yaca 3TOi
BCTpeun, TeM OoJblie 6YIeT OCMBICJIEHA KMU3Hb TBOS. Tak
WM TIPYMEPHO TaK M IMPUMEPHO, MOXKET ObITb, TaKUMMU
cnoBamu I'pumep paccyknaeT Ha IyCTbIHHONM yiaulie I'opo-
[1a, He 3aMeyasi, UTO MbICJIb 3aAIIMIIAET ero OT ITPOUCXOLS-
IIEro CHAPYKM ¥ UIET OH, He UyBCTBYS, KaK AOXKIb CXKMMa-
€T CBOMMM XOJIOOHBIMM TSDKEIbIMM PYKaMy TeJIO U TIPUTH-
6aeT roj0oBy K KaMHIO, UTO, JIeXKa II0J, HOTaMM, HaIeKHO
CTY>KUT xuTtesisam I'opopa.

aKk Bce nepemMeHWIOCh. Elle Buepa Mo 3TUM Xe YIu-

1IaMm IIOYTM C TeMM Xe MbICIsaMy ['pumep men, omry-

11ast 3TOT OOXKIb CKJIaKaMy IIalla, a [IOTOM U KOXMU,
MIpMHMMAs TSDKECTb 3TOrO MOTONa — CBEPXY BHMU3. A cero-
IIHSI, He TIepecTaB JIUTh, 8, MOXeT ObITb, U U CUJIbHEE,
IOKOb ObUT He olyiiaeM I'pumepom.

[Tpou3souno To, yero kaajn OH rOAbl.

Ve ogyH pa3, MOTOPONVBUINCH YCKOPUTD OXKMIAHME,
I'puMep MOTepsSUT OCTATKU BeCeJOCTH, MPUOOpes Iociie
Komuccum 6e3pasnnume K CTpaxy U, 3aTauBIINUCh, OTISITh
CTaJl TOTOBUTBCS K CETOAHSIIHEMY AHIO, He 3Hasl, YTO OH
Oy[eT CerogHsIITHUM, pa3yMeeTcs.

TamMoOskeHHMK TIOSIBUJICS B TpefobeleHHble UeTBEpPTh
yaca B JlabopaTopuu, ¥ MalMeHTKa, JIeXXaBlIas Ha CTOJe,
HaTSIHYB NPOCTBIHIO Ha TPy[b, OKPYIJIMJIA T71a3a U TMOIbI-
Talach MOAHATHCS. Torga-to I'pumep B ee riasax u yBU-
Ien TaMOXXeHHMKa.

JKectrom TaMOKeHHMK TOOHSUI MALUMEHTKY CO CTOJa,
Ta OT X0/I0Za IOIJIOTHEe 3aKyTalach B IIPOCTBIHIO, BCTAIA

b1



", TIOHSIB, UTO €e BbICHUIAIOT M3 KabMHeTa, BbIILIA 3a
IIBEpb.

I'pumMep CTOSIT, HEJIOBKO OIYCTUB PYKU, U B OOHON U3
HUX B TMaJbllax OCTaJCsl cKajabmeab. OH TMOMNBITANCS
BCTaTh MMOHEe3aBUCHMMel — COTHYJ PYKY M IIBBIPHYJ I10-
cBOGOAHEE CKa/lblelb B 0elyl0 HUKEIMPOBAHHYIO KO-
PO6KY C MHCTPYMEHTaMM, HO CBOOOIbI M300paskaoch,
BUIMMO, 60JIblile, YeM ee ObLIO, M B COUETaHMM C BOJIHe-
HMYEeM OPOCOK OKa3aiCsl HEJOBKMM — CKaJIbIeb ILIen-
HYJICS Ha JHO, OTCKOYMJI, BbleXaJl 3a Mpeaebl KOPOOKM,
rojieTesa OCTPO Ha MOJ U, HA MTHOBEHbe CBEPKHYB, Kak
6JiecHa B BOJIe, Iorac.

I'pumep ¢ yauBieHneM OOGHAPYKUI B cebe uepThl, KO-
TOpble B HEM CyIeCTBOBaIM TOAbKO A0 Kommuccun. Bo-
TepBbIX, OH BOJTHOBAJICS, 8 BO-BTOPBIX, TlepecTas BaaJeTh
c000Ji 10 TaKOi1 CTEIeHM, YTO ITO BOJHEHME CTaJ0 BUOM-
MO uy>KOMY T71a3y. Y aTo o6pamoBasio I'pumepa. Tak pagy-
€TCsI, OIIYTIbIBAsT Ce0sl, UeIOBEeK, YIaBIIMii CO CKaJIbl, BbI-
TIBIBAsI B SKM3Hb M3 HEMaMsITU, MO0 OKa3bIBAETCS, UTO He
TOJIBKO KMB OH, HO I1€JIbl ¥ TIOCYIIHBI PYKU U HOTU €My,
BUAMUT TJ1a3 U CJABIILIUT YXO; paAyeTcs, N0 KOHIIA He Beps
CBOEMY OCO3HaHMIO, HO PagyscCh Jaxe 3TOMY HeBEpUIO.

3”aunT, 3a mpemenamu 6biTa I'pymep MO-MpEXHEMY
YyBCTBYET BCE, KaK U npexzae. A ipuxon TamoXeHHUKa —
9TO MMUMO ObITa, 3TO HaJ OBITOM, 3TO U3 JKU3HU, B KOTO-
pOJi 10 CeromHsIIIHero qHs He 6bu10 ['prMepa. U3 sku3Hu,
criernia B KOTOPYIO B IPOIIVIOM T'OAY UyTh He cJioMasl cebe
mrero I'pyuMep. Y Bce-Taky OIBIT 6e3pasanuusl  BlIaJeHUs
€000, OKasbIBaeTCsl, paboTal M B 9TOI HOBOI JKU3HU —
eCJIM BHYIIUTH cebe MbICIb, YTO mpuxoa TaMosKeHHUKa —
HOBBIT U BCE K€ OBbIT, TO IPUXOAUT TIOUTH ITPEKHSS, TOTb-
KO HaIpspbKeHHast CBo60a.

Ho mu sTta mpumymaHHas cBobGojma oKasajaach ITOYTU
MTHOBeHHO1. Tak 3aKo/auMBalOT KOCTbUIM B LUTIATY: OAUH
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ynap, BTOpOJ — M BOT YyKe TOJIbKO IIIJISITKA Ha MTOBEPXHO-
CTH.

Masio Toro, 4To mosIBWICSI caM TaMOXXeHHUK, — a I0-
sIBJIeHYe ero ObUIO 3HAKOM IIPUYACTHOCTM TOCEIaeMOro
[JIaBHOM >Xu3HM ['opoga, — mocjiegoBai elle OOuH yaap,
KOTOpbIV Jmimni ['pumepa ero NMpuayMaHHOV He3aBUCHU-
MOCTM: TaMOKE€HHMK Tipuien K I'pumepy 1o nmeny. Tamo-
SKEHHMK 3aTOBOPWII.

B peun, MOHOTOHHO M XPUIUIO YKJIAIbIBAIOIIENCS Ha
TTOJIKAX TMaMSITH, KaK PY/JIOHbI TKaHM B MarasuHe, ['pumep
BUIEJT CMBIC/I, & HE CJIOBA, MO0 C/I0BA HMKOTIA HE COMepKaT
B CBOMX BHEITHMX 3HAUEHMSIX TOTO, YTO HA CAMOM JeJie XO-
YeT CcKa3aTh BaM TOBOPSIINIA, — TO €CTh YOMBUTH, IOOe-
IWUTb Bac, MPUKa3aTh, YHUUTOXKUTb, pa3bMThb, 3aCTaBUTh
TIOJTIOOUTH Ce6s1, PasaoOUTb... ¥ TIPoYast... OTO HAAO BbIIE-
JIUTD U3 JII0007 peun, KaK COJIb M3 BOIbI, ¥ HE KaXKIbIi1 CITO-
cobeH Ha 9T0. ['pMMep B COBEPIIEHCTBE BIaJEET TEXHUKOIA
IepeBoia CJIOB B CMbICA. TaMOKeHHUK ITPEIJIOKWI Tapy,
Haj, KOoTopoii pabotan ['pumep, roToBUTh B [1aBHYIO mapy.
HecMoTpst Ha TO UTO 06e Maphbl yYacTBOBAIM B BbIOOpE, M-
CTaHIMS MEXIY HUMMM ObUIa Tak Ke HeNpeomoaumMa, Kak
TMIPOITACTbD JIJIST Yeperiaxu MU CTEKIIO I1s1 6ab0UKM.

Eme Gonpiieit 6bl1a OUCTAHUIMS MeXAy HammMm I'pu-
MEPOM U ero yuureneMm — Bemukum ['pumepoM, roTOBUB-
mum I'maBHylo napy.

T'puMep He 3HAJ, Ky[a JeThb PYKM, OH BCTAI... IIOTHSIT
CKaJbIe/b... IIMBITHYJT HOCOM, YTO OBLIO PABHOCUIBHO
HEMNOUTUTENIbHOCTH, eIlne 0Oojiee CMYTWICS, ITOJIOXKWUIT
CKaybIeNb O0epekHO B KOPOOKY. CKajbIieb 3BSIKHYI U
3aTuX. VI, CJIOBHO OOOJIPEHHbI STUM CTaJTbHBIM ITPOIOJI-
SKEHMEM CBO€J CymbObl, B3APOTHYI U IIpUIEN B ce6st — 110
KpaiiHelt Mepe, BHeIIIHe.

[MpensioskeHne ObLJIO HACTOJIBKO HEOXUAAHHBIM M He-
BO3MOSKHBIM, HACKOJIbKO HEOXMAAHHO MpejIoKeHue fe-
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BOUKe W3 Kopaebajera CTaHILeBaTh IVIABHYIO IIapTUIO
B KOHKypcHOJi nporpamme. KoHeuHo, I'pumep OblT Bce-
Taku I'puMepoM, HO pasHUIIA MEXIY HUM U BeauKkum 6bi-
Jla TIO3HAUMTEJIbHEN, ueM MeXAy HpUMOil M GaJeTHOI
IIyIIepPoit.

Benmkuit 6bl1 e IMHCTBeHHBIM.

MOsKHO, KOHEYHO, IIpeJjoXKeHe pacleHUThb KakK IIpo-
BEpKY Ha CTeIleHb ITOATIONbHOro yecToaoous. Ho He Ta-
MOXXEHHMKA 3TO, pPa3syMeeTcsl, peMecso, Ia U BOCIPUHU-
MaTh BU3UT KakK IIPOBEpKy ObUIO ObI KpaiiHelt rpaHuiiei
CcTpaxa U HemoBepus, a crpax ['pumepa maxe nocie Ko-
MMCCHU, KaK Y BCSIKOTO JOCTUTIIETO MUMEHMU, ObLT YMEPEH.

CeronHg TaMOXeHHUMK He IIyTMJI U He poBepsil. He-
CMOTPS Ha CBOKO MCKYIIIEHHOCThb B ONPAaBIaHHOM HeJoBe-
pPUM, CMBIC/ IIPOCTO TpeaosKeHus] B MHGopmatum Tamo-
>KeHHMKa ['pumMep roctaBui Ha riepBoe mecto. bostee Toro,
0Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO COTJIALIATHCSI WJIM HE COTJIAIIaThCS MOXKHO
OBIJIO MTOJOKIATh IO 3aBTpaIlHero nOHs. Jla, ecyim BOCHPU-
HMMAaTb BCe€ BMeECTE, TO CMBICI MUCKYIIEHUS U OTHOBpe-
MEHHO NOABOXa MPaKTUYeCKM WUCKIJaacs. M Bce ke
I'pumep He paccTancs ¢ STUM CMbBICJIOM BOBCE, OH IIPOCTO
CIeJial ero He IJ1aBHbIM B CUCTEME BapUAHTOB U MPOCUYM-
TaJl CMBICJI TIPOCTO TPeAJIOKeHNST KaK OCHOBHOI, YIIOTpe-
OMB Ha 3TO BCEe CBOM COXpaHEHHbIE M TaKMM 0Opasom
HaKOTUIEHHbIE CUJIbI. DTO ObUT ITEPBBIN IIAT K TOMY, K UeMY
OH TOTOBWJI Ce6sT B SKM3HU — C MOMOIIbI0 My3bl, pasyMe-
etcsl. ['oToBUI? A BOT rOTOB Jin?

IoKOb YCYITUIICS Y HAKOHEL Ipo6uy cebe B COCPeNOTO-
yeHHOCTU I'pumepa 6pelirb, TOHKYIO ¥ MaJeHbKYIO, pa3me-
POM B OFHY KaIUIIO, ¥ OHa IPOIIoJ3jia BO BHMMaHue I'pu-
Mepa — TaK Mblillb, MU30THYBILNCH U BBITSIHYBIIVCD, ITPOJIe-
3aeT B KOMHATY uepe3s 1iesb B nomy. [Ineun 'pumepa nepe-
IepHY/IUCh. Y1 OH OMSITh YBUIE cebst Ha YIIUIIE OIHOTO, ITOf,
IOXIeM, COTHYBILErocsl, >KaJIKOro, CIIPSTaBLIErocsl B CaMO-
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ro ce6sl OT JIIofel, KaKMM BuUea cebsl IOUTH BCIO JKM3Hb,
KpoMe MUHYT MbICel 0 My3e, KOTopas Xaana ero B CyxXoit
KBapTupe U Jejaja BUJ, YTO UTO-TO UMTAET, XOTS cama
CITyIIasia, He XJIOMHYJT Ji JIU(T U He OTKPOeTCs Jin ceidac
nBepb. OHa B oTamune ot ['puMepa, skgaBIIero CBOero yaca,
IaBHO ObLIa TOTOBA K JI0OOMY BapMaHTY SKM3HUM — yaaue
WJIV TIPOSKUTD OCTATKM JIET TaK, KaK OHM KUJTU, B OSKUIAHUA
OPYyT Apyra, ¥ pagoCTy BUAETh OPYT APYyra, U... Y, moxkanyi,
715t My3bl 6bUT ObI TIpMEeMJIEMEN BapMaHT BTOPOI, IIOTOMY
YTO yAaya — 9TO ObIIO UYTO-TO HEM3BECTHOE U JIasKe CTpalll-
HOe, OHa OTKpPbUIA ObI IPYTOi1 GBIT, KOTOPBIII MOT MICKOBEP-
KaTh BCE, YTO ObUIO HAKOIUIEHO UX AOATMMU U BEPHBIMU
OTHOIIEHUSIMU, U, MOXKET ObITb, CIIeJIaTh X HEXKHEE U J100-
pee, a MOXET, ¥ pa3opBaTh BoBce. VI oHa He XOTesla 3TUX
BEpOSITHBIX Oj1ar My Gef, OHA MeHSIa UX C PagoCTbi0 Ha
TO, YTO OBUIO Y HUX, M UYEM OHA JOPOKMIA, U B 4eM ObLIa
CUACT/IVIBEE MHOTUX, C KEM €ii MMPUXOIMUIOCH CTATKMBATHCS
Ha paboTe wiu mocje Hee. Ho, K coxkayieHuio, He OT Hee 3a-
BMCeJI 3TOT BbIOOp, OHA caMa 3aBucesa oT I'pumepa, a TOT —
OT yero yromHo. M ot TaMoXkeHHMKa TOKe, U TTOATBEePXKIe-
HIM€e 3TOV MBICJIV — CETOIHSIIIHSIS BCTpeya.

0 ecyiv 6 He OBIJIO CETOTHSIIHEN BCTpeUM — He ObLIO

ObI poMaHa. VX BuepalHss X13Hb He eCTh IpeaMeT

poMaHa, OHa, UX XKU3Hb, [1I0X0Ka Ha XKM3Hb BCeEX, a
BCe, UTO M3BECTHO M BUAMMO BCEM, JIaske B 6ojiee BbIpa-
’KEHHOM BapuaHTe, eCTh IIpeAMeT He POMAaHMCTa, a Obl-
tomucaress. [Ipegmer pomMaHa ecTh TO, UYTO COCPEIOTO-
YeHHOe B OJHOM WM HECKOJbKUX JIIOOIX M3MeHseT
SKM3Hb BCEX SKMBYIIMX HAHOBO, MEHSIET MX M WX OBIT,
yTOOBI OyayIIMe ObITOMMCATENN MOTJIU COBEPIIEHCTBO-
BaThCs ¥ (HOPMATbHO M3OLIPATHCS 10 ITOBOAY TOTO, UTO
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yKe CTalio pPeajbHOCThIO U 6e3 Hux. [I03TOMY-TO poMaH
HAUYMHAETCS MMEHHO C ceromHsiiHero aHs. OH KacaeTcs
cyzneb KUBYIIMX, a He TOJIbKO I'pumMepa 1 My3bl — 3TOTO,
pasymMeeTcsl, MOKHO ObIJIO ObI He IMicaTh, OCTABUTh SIKO-
ObI Ha JOraakKy KpUTUKY. Tak ybupalor jieca, Korma go-
CTPOSIT IOM, U TOJIbKO apXMUTEKTOP 3HaJI ObI, Ky[Ia I10CTa-
BUTh CHOBA OIOPHI B CJIyuae pecTaBpalyiyi 3TOTO 34aHMs.
Ho s Xemaio ocTaBUTb KpUTHUKA 6e3 paboThl, MO0 OH
OCYXXII€H CIIY>KUTb OBITOTMCATEINI0, OH — Ta BTOpas IIO-
JIOBMHA Tapbl, KOTOPasi KOPMUTCs, cobupasi xyieb, moce-
SIHHBIN 10 HEro CesiTeJieM, MCTPATUBLIMM B IIOUBY CeOst
BMECTE 3epeH.

M Kak CTpaHHO: IO CEroJHSIIHEero JHS OT I'puMepa
HMYEro He 3aBMCEJIO, BCE Pellajioch IMMOMMMO HEro — u
paboTa, U oIuIaTa, ero ObIT, M OH 3aBMCEN OT CTOSIIUX
HaJ HMM, a CEerofgHsS OT ero AOGPOBOJBHOTO pelleHMs
3aBUCENI0, elaTh WM He [AeNaTh paboTy, MpemioskeH-
HYI0 TaMOXeHHMKOM, IIOTOMY YTO 310 HeJlb3s IpuKa-
3aTh C/EJaTh.

v

pUMep TOCKOMb3HYICA. C TPyIOM yaepskaa paBHOBE-

cue, KakK KaHaTOXO[ell, KOCHYJ/ICS XOJIOMHOI 6e30KOH-

HOI1 cTeHbl noMa. Ciepywoumii oM ero. OCTOPOXHO
IBUHYJICS TaJiblile, HA BCAKUII CJTydyaii MOMIMpPe CTaBs HO-
. He ¢ Heba, Tak ¢ 3eMJIM JOXKIb 00paTI Ha cebst BHU-
manue. C HUM Jaxke B 3a[yMUMBOCTHM HAO GbIIO CUNTATh-
cs1. DTaK TPaxXHeIIbCs 3aThJIKOM O KaMeHb, U BCE BEJIMKME
pelleHns ¥ KeJlaHUS BBITEKYT uepe3 TPeIuHy B 3eMHOI
KOpe 1, CMeLIaBIIVCh C JOKIEM, MCUE3HYT 3a FOPOIOM, 110
KaHaTy, YXOHsIIeMy BHM3 IO XOJMy. Ellle ocTopolkHee:
CErofHs 9Ta Kopa eMy ObUIa 0COOEHHO HYKHA, ee CJIeI0-
BaJIO HECTU OePESKHO.



OTBeTUTh Ha TpenoxkeHue TamoskeHHMKA ObBLIO He
TaK-TO MpOCTO. C OJHOM CTOPOHBI, >KeJIaHHAs MMePCIIeKTH-
Ba — I'pumep, 3aHSBIINI TIepBOe MeCTO, CJIel0OBaTe/IbHO,
cTaBlIMii Benmkum, 1 oCyliecTBiIeHMe 3aTeM TOr0, K UeMy
IJIST Havasa ctpemwics ['pumep, uan, o KpaiiHel mepe,
eMy Ka3aJIoCh, YTO CTPEMUTCS. A C IPyroil — Ta e aBaH-
TIOpa, KOTOpasi efjBa He cTomusa eMy Yxoza. [Ipasna, aBaH-
TIOpa, B KOTOPOI y4acTByeT TaMOXeHHUK, HO KOMY He
M3BECTHO, YeM KOHYAIOTCsI oduliMaibHble YCTHBIE Ipe[-
JIOSKeHUSI, eCu UTO-1Mb0 CphIBaeTCs B MCIIOJHEHMM 3a-
mymanHoro? I[peniokuBinMe 3a6bIBAIOT O CBUX MPeIJIO-
SKEHMSIX — CJIeOBaTe/NbHO, OTBEYAET TOJIbKO MCIOIHMU-
Tesb. A Y UCIIOJTHUTEJIS, B JaHHOM ciydae ['pumepa, 6blia,
" HeIaBHO, yke ogHa Komuccus... A TOTOM, KOMY X04eT-
€Sl 3aHSITh MECTO KMBOTO M paboTalolnero 4eaoBeKa, aa
ellle B TOM CJTy4yae, KOTa TOT TBO¥ yUUTeNIb M paboTaeT
MpeKpacHo, 6osiee Toro — Jryuie Tebs? Hy 3mech, rpasaa,
I'pumMep MoOT 6bI U TTOCTIOPUTHL — HO TOJIBKO B BOOOpaske-
Hun. PeanpHbix Omepauuit Ilomobusi wiacca Bemyukoro
I'pumep He nmenan HM pasy. IIpouumoromHsas onepanyus —
CaMOJIesSITeNIbHOCTh. A paboTaTh Ha IJ1a3 B CETOTHSIIHUX
ycrnoBusix 6eccmbiciieHHO. Kak BuAuIb, TpeajioskeHue
JIOCTaTOYHO CJIOKHOE, UTOObI OTBETUTD HE 3ayMbIBAsICh...
BOT 3TM MBIC/IM M COBEPUIAIOT KPYTU B ABYX MOIYILIAPUSIX
mo3ra I'pumepa. Tak mMHOrza roaybu, BemoMble B Hebe
OTIBITHBIM TOJTyOSITHUKOM, PACKPYTUBIINCH, HUKAK HE MO-
TyT OCTAHOBUTBCS, U HYKHBI YCWJIME ¥ BOJISI, YTOOBI 3a-
THaTh UX B TOJMYOSITHIO, M TaM, BOIM3M, CIIOKOITHO pac-
CMOTpPETh KaskAoro, AaTh UM OTIHOXHYTh. A TIOXKaIyit, MUC-
TUHHBIM TOJYOSITHMKOM MbICel I'pumepa Bce ke Gblia
My3sa. BoT MbI ¥ BEpHYJIMCH OMSITh K TO¥, 6€3 KOro He ObI-
Ji0 661 Hatrero I'pumepa. Y BceM, ueM OH CTajl ¥ YTO MOT,
I'pumep 6bUT 06s13aH My3e, oHa ObLIa C HUM Besge — U
KOTZa OH ObIT 3aHST Pa3MBbIIUIEHUSIMM, OTAbIXAs], ¥ KOTAA
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paboTasl JoMa CO CKajIbIleJieM, BO MMS BJIafieHNs Taiblia-
MU MHCTPYMEHTOM... U ToMbKO oavH pa3 ['pumep pemmn
IelicTBOBaTh CaM, KOTJa MYCTU/ICS B TIPOIUIOTOHEe
npeamnpusTHe...

Ecm 661 I'pumep cripocut Mysy SICHO M IIPOCTO, CTOUT
JIM eMY JIeJIaTh 9TO, OHa CyMeJsia 6bI YOeIMUTh ero OTKa3aTh-
cs1, 60 BCerja HaCTyIaeT Ciaydyail, KOTJa TO JKe caMoe
MOXXHO [AeyiaTh U 6e3 CTOJb BEIMKOTO pucka. I'pumep
B TPOIUIOM TOAy MOUTU IepecTaa pasroBapuBaTh ¢ My-
3011, B TIEPBBI pa3 pemmscss 060MTUCh 6e3 ee TTOMOIIN.
He oTBeuas Ha HacTOIUMBLIE IMPOCHObI My3bl paccKasaTh,
YTO MPOUCXOAUT, OH OTIIPABUJICSI OCYILIECTBSATh CBOIt 3a-
MbICeJI, TIOIIYTUB, UTO He ITPOMCXOAUT HUUETO, YTO C KeM-
160 y3Ke He ITPOVCXOINUIIO.

Mysa ycrokauBaja I'pumepa — CIiocoObl ObLIM pas-
Hble, HO B pe3y/jbTaTe MbIC/JM ['pyMepa 3amMupanu, ckia-
IbIBAIV KPBUIbSI M, YyTh 6ECIIOKOITHO CHAvasIa, IIOTOM 3a-
TUXasl, TaBajau ce6st B pyKN.

Xores 6Bl 1 TOCMOTPETh Ha TOTO, KTO MOXKET OIpeje-
JIUTBb TIOPOLY NTHUIIBI, KOTOPAs JIeTaeT B TEMHOTE, a Helo-
KOt — 3TO M eCTb TeMHOTa, B KOTOPOJi I1eJIeCTSIT KPbLIbsI
U SKUBYT KPUKU.

XpanutenbHuLa Mysed [IBeCTu NeBSHOCTO IBa — Ta-
KOBBI OBLIM MTO/KHOCTh M HOMep Hamieit My3bl, Korma
OHa BcTpeTwnach ¢ I'pumepom Ha omHOV U3 Onepauuii
IMomo6usa. Torma oHa 6blLIa MOJIOKe, OH TOXe. W enBa
I'pumMep, Mo NMPUBbIUKE HaBAJIMBIINUCH BCE I'PYAbI0 HAa ee
Jiexkallee Ha CTOJIe OTKPBITOE TeJlO, MOIbITAJICSI CKaJbIle-
JieM MIPUKOCHYTBCS K IEPBOMY BepxHeMy KBaZpaTy JUIIa,
YTO OH Jejajl 4O 3TOr0 ThICSYM pas, Kak IOYyBCTBOBA
Takoe, UTO BeCh KaOMHET CHauaja IMOKAYHYJICS, MOTOM
TepeBepHYJCs, TOTOM — MOTOM CTa/I TO YBEJIMUYUBATHCS,
TO YMEHbBIIATbCSI, KaK OYATO MPEBPATUIICS B MAsITHUK...
U xorma I'pumep depes mosyaca mpuiiena B cebst, equH-
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CTBEHHOII ero pagocThio 6bUI0 TO, UTO Mysa ocTasach
SKMBA U HY)KIaeTcs He nmpocto B Onepauuu I[Momo6us, a B
omepaiuy BOCCTAHOBJIEHMS. DTO B 06IeM-TO 6bUIO He-
CJI0KHO. B TOM citydae, eciivt I'pumep 6pait ee B mmapy, mo-
Jlarajach BCe paBHO Apyras ornepanys, B pe3yabTaTe Ko-
TOpOJ OHA IoJiyyaja UMs, WIM, MOXET ObITh, CHauasa
OHa ToJjyyasia uMs, a motToMm cienosana Omnepaius Ilo-
Io6Msl, HO BHE 3aBUCMMOCTM OT IIOC/IeI0BATEIbHOCTU
TIPOUCXOJSIIEro yepes Heneno-aApyryo Mysa, BIipouem,
Kak ¥ JII060¥i Apyroii, KoMy ITOBE3JI0 (a caydau MoJo0HbIe
B MCTOPUM TOpoja GbUIM TaK Ke PegKOCTHbI, KaK KOOI -
Lbl B IyCTbIHE), My3a u3 ciayxkurtenss Myses mnpeBpaTu-
jach B Mysy, C JIMIIOM, COOTBETCTBYIOIIUM Togo6uio O6-
pasiia.

Boobiiie Hago ckas3aTh, UTO OBUIO B TOPOJE TIEPBUY-
HO — HOMep UM COOTBETCTBYIOIIee JIUI0, — TaK e He-
pa3pelmo, Kak HepaspeuiuM MPUOPUTET KyPUILIbI UIU
siilia B uctTopun 4denoBeuvectBa. [Tocemy B T'opone, nc-
TOJHEHHOM TMOPSIKA U CIpaBeJuBOCTU, CTUXUS OCTa-
BaJIach IVIABHOJ MepOil B OIleHKe CyabObI TOpPOKaHMHA.
UYTO-TO MPOUCXOAUIO TaKoe, B pe3yJbTaTe uero Bce ke
BpeMsl OT BpeMeHM MeHSJINCh HoMepa Y JIIofeil, cieno-
BaTeJIbHO, UM HA060pOT, MeHsIUCh nuiia. U I'pumep, oT
KOro Bpoje 3aBMceNa Cyabpba KUTess, HOJDKeH ObLT Je-
JIaThb TOJIBKO OTMepalinio, COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO €ro Kjaccy,
He 00JIbIlle 1 He MeHblie. YepT HOTY CJIOMUT, a He pasbe-
peTcs B 5TO TailHO LITYKe.

B o611eM, HeBasKHO — MMSI JIM CHA4ajia WK JIUIO, HO
Kakasi-To [IBecTu OeBSIHOCTO BTOpasi crana Mysoii. [1o-
BE3JI0 YeJI0OBEKY, CKa3as ObI 1006071 0OBIKHOBEHHBI Uye-
soBek. «Cynpba», — OOMH pa3 Ha 3Ty TeEMY OOMOJIBUJICS
I'pumep, u Bce. A He TO UTO6GbI 06a MOJYAIN; CKOJbKO
SKMJIM — CTOJIBKO M TOBOPWIM, @ YK XOalu Opyra Apy-
ral..
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v

0 CerojHs, Kak M3BeCTHO, JeHb 0coObIit. Ha pagocTh
My3sa uyTKa, KaK cobaka Ha 3arax. VM Ha rope Toxe, Ha
moboe OTKJIOHeHMe OT 6ynHeit uyTka Mysa. Cpasy u
BUAY He TIOKAKeT, BPOJie U He CIIPOCUT HU O YeM, U He 3a-
TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO ¢ I'puMepoM IMpOUCXOAUT, a B 6OJ-
TOBHE U UyIlIM, OJHOI MHTOHALIMeE 3aKPY>KUT ero, 3aBO-
POXUT, TJISSAUIIb, yepes Jac Bce eil, Myse, nssectHo. Kak
3TO mpoucxoaut, ['puMep OO0 CuX MOp He 3HaI. 3aMeTus
TOJIKO OJIHO: KOTJa Mpa3IHUK BbIXOIUT 3a Ipeesibl 6yu-
Heil MpasgHMKa, 37ech onsaTh Mysa, yBbI, 6eccuibHa. Ko-
HEYHO, NOTaJbIBAEeTCsI, YTO TTPOU3OILIO, U TIOYBbI3HAET B
pasroBope, HO UTOObI MOHATH OO HHA?.. TyT yk ['pumepa
MTYIIKO¥ He MPOIINOelb...
CeropHs TOXe Mpa3gHUK MPa3gHUKa, JeHb 1151 My3bl
He u3 Jierkux. Ho mockosbky I'pumep opmHaskIbl, MOJIO0-
SKUBIIUCH Ha ce0s1 B 3TOM JBOMHOM IIpa3IHUKe, efie yile-
JIeJI, OH ¥ CaM TepecTast ObITh TAKUM YK CAepsKaHHBIM. U
MOYTHU MPSIMO C Topora, efBa Mysa CHsIa C Hero IUIall,
CYHyJIa B CYUIWJIKY U, IIPUKMUMAsCh K €r0 CIIMHE CBOUM
JIUIIOM, OOHSIB €ro c3aau 00erMy pyKaMu, IToBeja B CTO-
JI0BY10, I'prmep coobuimi My3se o BusuTe TaMmOKeHHUKA,
U TIpeJIoKeHUN, U O pellleHU!, KOTOpoe HaJlo COOOUIUTD
3aBTpa. Ho mepBbIit BOMpocC, KOTOPBIH 3agana Mysa, ObL1
s I'pyMepa HeoKMIaHHBIM, — IIPOCUUTHIBAS BCE Bapu-
aHTbl — C OLHOJ CTOPOHBI, B IVIOCKOCTU HPaBCTBEHHO-
CTU, C OPYTO¥ CTOPOHBI, B TNIOCKOCTU UCTIOJTHEHUSI BOJIU
CynbObI, KOTOpas MpUHALJIEXUT auyHo ['pumepy (B oc-
HOBHOM 3KM3HBIO JIIOJIei1 pacropssKaeTcs: 061ieCcTBeHHas
cynnba, HalpuMep, B JTaHHOM ciaydyae — 'opoga), [pumep
COBEPIEHHO 3a0bLT OJHY BechbMa CYIIEeCTBEHHYIO, KakK
0Ka3ajocCh, Belllb.
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— A cpoku, — crpocuna ero Mysa, — TepeHeCceHbI?
Benp 3T0 IBOITHO 06b€M PabOTHL...

— TpoitHoi1, — ckasan I'pumep u cesl B Kpeciio, IOrpy-
3MBIIMCh B HETO U OJHOBPEMEHHO B pa3MblIllJIeHME TI0
3TOMY ITOBOAY. M BCIOMHMII, YTO 00 9TOM He ObIJIO CKa3a-
HO HU OFHOTO CJIOBA, CJIeJOBATE/bHO, HU O KaKMX MepeHo-
cax peuy ObITh He MOTJIO.

— Hy, esin Tak, TO, COGCTBEHHO TOBOPS, O YeM MOy-
MaThb, — cKaszaja My3a, — MHe KaxkeTcsl Tebe OHOTO ypo-
Ka JTOCTAaTO4YHO. IToKaxky yMHOMY IIepo — OH Tebe IMoKa-
KeT JIUCY, ChbeBIIYIO KypUILY.

— IIpu yem TyT M1ca, — ckasan I'pumep, AyMasi O CBOEM.

U Bo Bpems ob6bsicHeHus1 My3bl, ipu yem TyT U Tamo-
)KeHHMK, U Juca, U Kypulia, I'pumep, He ciyiias ee,
HEOXXMIAHHO YTO-TO BIPYT OIMpemenua s cebsl, — Tak
MOYIIKMIE 110 BOLY, HaiAsl 30710TO, OEKUT IOMOH, a He
K KOJIOAIY, — TIOHSIJI, YTBEPAWICS B 3TOM MBICIU U Tepe-
BeJl pasroBOpP COBCEM Ha APYryl0 TeMy, Tema 5Ta Oblia
pa3paboTaHa Hallei mapoii 0 TaKoi CTEleHu, UTO CTOU-
JIO TOJBKO, HAIPUMED, MOKA3aTh SI3bIK KOPBITLIEM U, YyTh
BBICYHYB, TIOIIEBEIUTh UM, Kak... M JuIb caenaTh TyOb
KaK ObI MMPOM3HOCSAIIMMY OYKBBI Y-O...

— Ilomoxknou, — ckasana My3sa, — TbI UTO-TO pelin, U
s pelnia, 1, TI0-MO€eMY, TYT HeT ABYX MHEHMUIA...

W oHa BbIpasmia MbICJIb, UTO €i1 kaaTh ero nocie Ko-
MUCCUM KaKObIV pa3 HEBBIHOCUMO, @ MyUUTbCS BO3MOK-
HbIM YXOZOM He TOJIbKO He JIOCTaBJIsIeT HUKAKOro yio-
BOJIBCTBUSI, @ 60OJIee TOrO... M UTO B CETONHSIIIHEM BU3UTE
OHa BUIUT 3HAK CyObObI, KOTOpas eMy-le MOChIIaeT UC-
MbITaHME, HATIOMMHAS MPOUIJIOTOAHMIT YPOK, U3 KOTOPOTO
cjlefiyeT, UYTO BCe MOXOXKMe C/Tyuyau O/DKHBI He BbI3bIBATh
Y HETO HUKAKUX JKeJTaHUI Y HUKAKUX Pa3MbIILIEHUIA. .

Hapo ckasatb, uTo ecsiv 6 I'pyMep B 3TOT Beuep Ay-
MaJl TaK, KaK JyMajia OHa, WM €ro He 3aHMMAaja0 OOHO
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YOKe MIPUHSITOE pellleHne, UK, CKaskeM Tak, [ BEpHOCTH,
’KeJlaHMe M OH BBICJIYIIAJ Gbl Bce IOBOAbI My3bl, TO, MO-
KeT ObITh, M He Ipou3oinuio B 'opose TOro, 4To B HEM
npousoriget. Ho passe ['pumep mor Bcepbes cayiaTtb My-
3y, KOTJa Y HEro CaMOro MOsIBUJIOCh BAOXHOBeHMe? XOTs,
Halo OTAATh AO/PKHOE My3aM, OHM BCerja COBepUIeHHO
6bIBalOT MMpaBbl. Ho, S BUXKyY, ¥ Bac MOSIBWJIOCH COMHEHME,
YTO, MOJI, COOBITHE MOXET MPOU30iiTH U 6e3 moero I'pu-
mepa. Jla, u MoxeT, 1 mpousoiimer. Ho He 06s13aTeIbHO
Ternephb, U Jaske 00s13aTeIbHO He Terepb. [Jis TOro 4ToObI
COGBITHE TIPOU3OIIO, B PABHOI CTEIeHM HeoOXOOUMBI U
TOTOBHOCTD €r0 IMPOU30ITU, U TOT, KTO COOBITME TPUBO-
muT B nBwokeHue. He 6ynbp Moero I'pumepa, He 6bLIO GbI
3TOT0 poMaHa, 6bL1 6bI APYTOii, MOXKET, C TAKMM K€ SIIN-
JIOTOM, HO He CEerofHS,  MHbIe JIIOAM MHaue MPUBOIUIN
6blI B IBVDKeHME BpeMsl. TYT YK S yBepeH B 9TOM, KaK yBe-
peH ObIBaeT TPe3BbIii M He CJIEeNOoii UejoBeK, UTO Iepe
HMM Gepe3sa, KOoraa OH CTOUT Tepe[] Hell ¥ BUIUT €e€...

Ax, Gepesa, KakK MSITOK M 0OeJl TBOW CTBOJI, KaK OH
HeskeH U MPUSITeH IO/, MaIbIlaMM pPyK...

[Manblibl CTAHOBATCS TEIUIBIMU M TaKUMM YYTKUMMU,
Kak OYyATO C/bIMIAT OepecTy, U IIOPOX IajblleB, U BETep,
C TUXMM IIeJIeCTOM TPOTaloliMii HaJOPBaHHbIE BOPCUHKN
KOX1 Gepesbl...

Vi

My3a Ha 3TOT pa3 ycryrmuiaa emy... OHa MoMoXuia
pyku I'pumepy Ha Ijieun, BO3je €M, CKOJIb3HYJa
MO I/agKOM UM XOJOLHOBATOM KOXe BHM3, HarHysia
TOJIOBY ¥ TIpMKalach BCSI, TMXO M HEXHO. UM eciam Obl
CBEPIIMJIOCH BCe, UTO 3amyMai ['pumep, 1 eciu Obl TIepe-
BEPHYJI OH MUpP U TOT CTaja (GopMoOii U MaTepuajoM €ero
CaMbIX TAHBIX SKeJIaHMIi, BCE paBHO BOT TaK K€ ObI JIOXKM-
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JIUCh PYKY Ha I1eun. Bce paBHO BOT Tak ke TyObI, TaTbIIbl
OIYIIAIM, KaK HabyXaeT TeJIo M KaK OGPhIBAETCSI MbIC/b
Ha TIOJy3BYKe, mojydpase, MOJYMBICIU... VI HauMHaeT
IBUTATbCS CBET IPOTMB YACOBOJ CTPEJIKU, Melllas PSIbl
1ndp ¥ MOPSIKOBbIe HOMEpa MosicoB. Mysa 3Haja 3TO,
T'puMep 3TOrO He 3HaJ, M OH KAUHYJI BO3AYX, U TIOTHSIICS
BeTep, M HAmy/ Mapyc, M KpacHble Becja OMyCTWIUCHh B
BO[LY, ¥ TOJHSUICS CTOJI6 OTHSI, ¥ IIOJHSIT JIOAKY Ha rpedHe
cBOeM, C GesIbIM MapycoM ¥ KpacHbIMM Beciamu. U yma-
pwia MOJTHUSI, ¥ PACKMHY/IMCh €€ BETBU 10 Heby, U 3aciio-
HI/Ia OHA OT MeJIEHHOIO OrHS JIOMKY, a II0TOM KOPHM ee
MIPOPOC/IM CKBO3b JIOJKY U BCIIBIXHYJIA OHA, ¥ MEAJIEHHO-
MeJJIEHHO TOpsIIas JIoAKa IoJjieTesia 06paTHO B MOpe U
JIeTJIa Ha ero CIIOKOMHbIe BOJIHbI, ¥ ITOTac/Iy KpacHble Bec-
Jia, ¥ KJIOUOK 06ropeBIIero napyca MeJjyIeHHO MOTAIMI ee
K Gepery, MoTy>XK1BYI0, 06TOPEyI0, PO30BYIO. ..

Vi

0JITO JIEeXXaJIu OHU, He IIeBeJISICh, He IBUTAsICh... [lepBoii

nopHstack Mysa. ['oBoputs mocite storo ¢ 'pumepom

O6bUTO Tak ke 6ecriosie3Ho, Kak, Hampumep, yoeskIaThb
TenerpadHbIil CTONM6 MYCTUTh KOPHM B 3€MJTIO U COPOCUTD
npoBoja. CHayasa HY>KHO GbLIIO OSKMBUTH €ro, HAyuMThb TO-
BOpPUTH, a TIOTOM yKe obpamartbcs ¢ npockoamu. Ilocemy
Mysa MpocTo BCTaja Moiva... Ho YTo6bI MOTHOCThIO OUM-
CTUTH CBOIO COBECTb OT OYmyIleil BMHBI, YyBCTBO KOTOPOJA
MOTIJIO BCE JKe Y Hee MOSIBUTHCS, 6yIb XOTb OIVH IIAHC Bep-
HYTb ['puMepa K pasroBopy, IPOUCXOISIIEMY Tiepe, 3TUM,
" nepeybenuTh ero, My3a B3sula ero pyKy ¥ IOIMbITAIACh
npunofHaTh I'pumepa. I'pumep He MOr HM TOBOPUTH, HU
CTIOPUTb, HU COTJIALIATHCS — OH ITPOCTO MPOMIOJDKAN OBITH
He 371eCh... I HUKTO ero, HaBepHOe, B GyVpKaliime moryaca
He BbIBeJI ObI U3 3TOro cocrosiuus. Ho Mysa He cpa3sy OT-
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CTyIIWIIa, U Terepb eii 6bII0 Tak skaiko ['pumepa. U oTKyma
3TO UyBCTBO, CJIOBHO MMEHHO CErofHs OHa Tepsiia ero. U
60IbHO OBLIO TaK, OYATO BCE CIYYUIIOCH €Ille BUEpA U CEro-
IIHS y)Xe Bce HernoIpaBumo... Ho ogHo geno — ouryienue
u 60jIb, a OpPyroe — HallM MOCTyHKuU. VI Mysa TUXOHBKO
oIlenach, HaKMHYyJIa IUIall ¥ BbILUIA Ha yaully. OHa penmwia
TIOTIBITAThCSI UTO-TO U3MEHUTh — Pa3 He BBIILIO B HEM — B
obcTosTennbeTBaX. 1160 CoThie, KOTOPBIX TOTOBMI K BpIGOpY
I'pumep, 6b ee npysbsimu. COGCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, Jake
Mysa Halwia B cBoe BpeMs ux s I'pumepa. Bce rpumepsl
MIPeITOYNTaIM PaboTaTh C JIUIIAMM, KOTOpbIE UM ObUTM He
TOJIKO U3BECTHBI, HO U B KaKOW-TO CTEIIeH! CBSI3aHbI C Ma-
cTepamu JIMYHO. JInuHas cBs3b ¢ ['prmepoM 3akitodanach B
TOM, uT0 My3a Ipy>Kuia ¢ HUMM. DTa APYKOa ellle ocTaaach
C TO¥ JaBHel Mopbl, Koraa y My3bl ¢ HUMM GbLIM COCeIHME
HOMepa, CJlefoBaTeNbHO, U XXMM OHM TOrja BMecTe. Bce
Havanoch ¢ yxaxkuBaHusi Cortoro, Torga [IBecTy AeBSHOCTO
TISITOTO, Y, He KOHYMBILIMCh HUUEM, TIepelrIo B AoOpbie OT-
HOLleHUs ¢ ero mnapoii. C Tex Iop MpoIUIO [OCTaTOYHO
MHOTO BpeMeHM. B mpoIiyioMm B 4eM-TO MOXOXMe, CEeTOIHS
OHM GbLIM TakMMM pa3HbiMKU. Ho He 6y[b BepHOCTY TaMs-
TH, YeM ellle KUThb Ha 3emiie? U npykba 3Ta, e/ ee MOKHO
Ha3BaTh TaK, TSHYy/Jach, He IPUHOCS, BIIPOYEM, 0COOOTO
ynoBonbCTBUSA Myse. Ho apyrux Apyseil oHa He 3aBena,
Ila ¥ Korpa uMeelsb ['pyMepa mapoit, Bpsif, i Hy>KHBI ApY-
re, NOCTATOUYHO BIIOJIHE €r0 YHEePruu, >KeJaHuil U Mpo-
671eM: TO MPUIYMAaTh UTO-HMOYIb HOBOE B ITOCTEU 10 Ope-
IIOBOTO >keaHus (M OTKyAa 3TO BTEMSIIUIOCh €MY B T'0JIO-
BY?) CO37jaHMsI HOBOTO JIUIIA — 3TO, BUIMTE JIK, eMy Hajioe-
JIO... A TIOTOM ellle U CBOsI pabora... Vimest mpaBo 6pOCUTh
ee, My3a npopo/sKana CIy>KUTb, M 3TO B KaK0Oii-TO CTeNeHU
0CJIabWITO B HElt MBICJIM, OT KOTOPBIX MOKHO ObIJIO MHOTAA
COMTH C yMa, U Iaxke CIyYaioCh, YTO MBIC/IM 3TU paboTasm
JIMXO ¥ 3aIPOCTO, 00paIasiCh B HEUTO ITOJIE3HOE ¥ CITOKO¥ -
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Hoe. CeropHsi, NOXKanyl, Kak HUKOrna, uatu K COTbIM He
xoTenoch... Ho Hamo. g I'pumepa Hamo. M omsTh Bce
BCTaBaJIoO Ha CBOY MeCTa.

Ha ynuiie DoxIb cXBaTWI ee, ckajl, Kak OyATO cTapasich
CIenaTh MaJeHbKO, JIETKOM, YTOOBI CBOMMY CTPYSIMM COUTD
ee C TpOTyapa ¥ yHecTH 3a Ipefensl ['opopa. Jaxe cepale
3aboseno ot 3Toro AasnaeHus. Cayuuch — cOObeT, U KTO T0-
MOeT? BOKpyT TosbKo KameHb, uTo He 6ouTcs moskas. Ho-
mepa. Moctsl. Hu onHoro gepesa. Hu ogHoit BeTku. Hu of-
HOJ IITULIBI, HY OTHOM AyliN. Pefko KTO BbUIe3al Ha yauLly,
Jla ¥ TO B OIMHOUYKY, OITISIIBIBAsICh, YK €C/IM THala BeluKast
HY’KZa, a HYKIbI TTIOYTH U He ObUIO BOBCe, BCe OOIIAINIChH
B IIpefiesiax CBOeN ecsiTKY, 3HaA4MUT, B Npefenax goma. [lo-
3TOMY CIIOKOMHO IBIMWIMCH YIUIIbl, TIAp MOSHMMAJICS OT
KaHa/Ia, TOJIbKO MOHOTOHHBIN IIyM HOXIS, U OOJbIIe HU
OJIHOTO 3BYKA; TUIIMHA LIyma. TulliMHa JOKAs. TulliMHa Ka-
MEeHHBIX cTeH. TuiyHa TyMaHa... OIVIOXHYTb MOKHO....

Vil

akoe y Cotoit yctanmoe nuiio. Pabounit neHb Ha cTosie

riof, HokoM. Eme 661 He ycTaTh. My3a ciayJaitHo mepe-

Besa riasa Ha rpynp Cotoit u BcmomHuIa ciosa I'pu-
Mepa O TOM, YTO OH He MOXKET IPUKACAThCS K 3TOI 6esoii,
OCTpOJi U TUIOTHOM, KaK KaMeHb, IPyOu U HazxeBaeT dap-
TYK BO BpeMsl oIepaluu, CTaHOBSICh IIOXOKMM Ha JOMalll-
HIOI0 XO3s1iKy. Hy, monoxxum, OH Bcerga paccKa3bIBaerT,
yTo HageBaeT dapryk. Kcraru, Korma [enaeT MOMpPaBKuU
Myz3e, Toxke HazmeBaeT ero. Ho B ToM cityuae, 1o ero cJio-
BaM, TOJIbKO TIOTOMY, YTO GOUTCS OMSITh U3YPOAOBATH €if
ymmuo. Hago 6ymer Bce-Taky MOMPOCUTD €ro MOMpo6oBaTh
pabortatb 6e3 dapTyKa, MOKET, BCe YKe JaBHO MPONUIo. A
MoxkeT, 1 paborasi ¢ CoToii, OH HazeBaeT PapTyK, IOTOMY
YTO 3TO €ro 3aBOJUT...
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B mepBbie NSITh MUHYT Geceqbl MEKAY JIIOIbMM, KOTO-
pble JaBHO BCe 3HAIOT APYT O ApYyre, YAAeTcsl BBISICHUTD
BCe, UTO Hazo Myse. HecMOTpSI Ha BCIO BBICJIYTY APYKOBI U
MpoYyl0 epyHay, Ayt COTbIX BO3MOXXHOCTb IT€peCKOYUTD
B [71aBHy10 Mapy HaCTOJNBKO Majia, Jaxke MPUCHUTHCS He
MOXKET, UTO NOSIBUCH OHA... U TyT muuo COTOM CTaHOBUTCS
MSITKMM, HEMBIM, MeuTaTejJbHbIM, >XEHCTBEHHBIM... Ka-
KM M JOJDKHO GBITh TaM, BO BpeMsl Bribopa. I oHa He
3a4yMbIBasiChb... UTO OHa cpesaeTr, He 3aAyMbIBasich, Mysa
BBISICHSITh He cTaja. Ho miist cebst moaTBepamnia 6eccMpic-
JIGHHOCTb pacueTa Ha IOMOIIb M IlepecTaja TOBOPUTD
06 atom ¢ CoToit. [la 1 yero roBopuTh. Bce 6b1I0 TOHSITHO
u 3apaHee. C TakMM Ke YCIIEXOM MOXXHO MPOCUTDH IST/IA
He TOJIGUTH OYIIA B IePEBHSIX.

N Bce-Taku, noHmMmas, Kak U B ciydyae ¢ ['pumepom,
TpoBepuia cebsi: ecTb XOTs 61 OAMH IIaHC... He 6bU10 11aH-
ca. He Ha 4TO M 37ech GbIJIO PacCUMTHIBATh. AJTYHOCTD, C
Kakoit Coras TMpuHSUIAa HEBOOOpas3uMoOi ymauu BapuaHT,
yoemmia Mysy B cBoeM mpocuere. IIOKOHUMB C JI€JIOBO
YacThl0 M Jake He OTKPbIBasi Cepbe3HOCTU COMepsKaHUs
MIATUMMHYTHOM GOJITOBHM, OHA COTJIACUJIACh TIPOITY C He
B CcaJ, ¥ TOCMOTpPeTh, Kak COThIit paboTaeT ¢ MTUILIAMMU, UTO-
Obl He YXOIUTDb Cpasy, OCTABMB OCTPYIO HA COOOpa3UTEsh-
HocTb COTyI0 03aauyeHHOl (B KOHLe KOHLIOB Ta yCTaaa U
OT COGCTBEHHBIX ITPOOJIEM, 3aUeM ei elle ¥ My3uHbI).

OHM MpOINLIM Yepe3 XOJJI, OTKPbLUIM JBEPb B cajl, pe-
nieTyaras, Jierkas, IouTH BO3AYIIHAas IBEPb He CKPUITHYJIA,
He TMMCKHYJIA, OTOLIA, KaK KpbUIOM MaxHyaa. CIMHOM K
HUM, B pybaxe cumen CoTbiit. Kak pas mocTaBai MTUILY U3
KIeTku. Ha Tuxyio mpocs0y — MOXKHO MOCMOTpEeTh? — He
06epHyJcs, KMBHY/. OCTOPOKHO [TOCTA IITHUILY, OHA TIOTIbI-
Tajach BCTPENeHYThCSI — HEBO3MOXKHO. TObKO BHYTPU BCS
HaTPSI/Iach, Kak Oy TO XOTesa CTaTh MEHBIIIE U BHICKOUUTH
13 3TUX nasnblieB. Ellle cumbHee cxkaiach pyka — yKe TeCHO.
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V3Ke cTpallHo eit. Yke 1 cepIeuko 00CTYIIIIIO TEJTO, YKe He
obeTcs cepmeuko. Yke 6e3 cepalia KMBET mTuiia. U eie
CUIbHee, JKecTue BAABWIACh KOXa JaOHU B MSTKoe, IO-
IaT/IMBOe, TOHKOe, KPOXOTHOe MTUUbe Msico. Kpa-ak — Kak
opeX, TPeCHYJIO TeJo, CHavasia GpbI3HY/a, a TIOTOM U TI0-
Tek/1a KPOBb, 3aKaraja TUXOHbKO, PO30Bas, KuUAeHbKas. A
pyKa KaMeHHasl, ellle >KeCcTye U CUIbHee, U KOpUUYHEeBOe,
PO30BO€e MSICLIO CKBO3b MaJIbLbl BHICTYIIUIIO. ..

Cotas Ha rnasax oxkuBajna. Mysa Mmoexwuiach, HO Ma-
CTepCTBO olleHM/1a. HeMHOro eii mpuxoauioch BUAETh 3TO
¥ HevacTo, HO M3 TOro, 4tro Bumena, — Mactep. A CoTblit
Y>Ke BTOPYIO JOCTaBasl, a KPyroOM CTOSIIU JKeJITble IepeBbs,
eI TITUIIBI, KOTOPHIM 3aBTpa, MOXKET ObITb, TOXKE MPU-
IIeTCst 3a6UThCS B CWIIBHOI pyKe MacTepa, HO OHUM 3TOTO He
3HAJIM, a MOXET, IIPUBBIKIN, TTOpxanu cebe 6e33a60THO,
1oKa MOYKHO. U MoJ UX TpereTHbIMU IMYIIUCThIMU TeJIaMU
TpereTaiy BeTOUKU Cyxye, TOHKMe KOMHATHOTO cafa.

— Iloligem, — notsnyna Mysy Corasi, — moizem, yaem
Harolo.

Yait mmam co BKyCOM, 3a GOJITOBHE IIPOIeTeNI0 MUHYT
IecsiThb, TIOSIBUJICSI CaM, PYKM BbIMbLI, TOJbKO Ha pyKaBe,
Ha TonApy6IeHHOlI KPOMKe KOpPUUYHEBOE IISITHO — Iepe-
skaJl, OpBI3HYJIO, ces psimom ¢ Mysoii. [1a3a emre pab6o-
yle — KpacHble, sKkeCTKue.

— U Tak Temephb KaxKAblii IeHb, — C BUJY HEOPEKHO
nmonoxkuia Coras.

— Kaxxgpiii nenp? — orto3Baiica Cotelii. — Hy 3auem,
6bIBalOT U TIepepbIBbl. Kak roBopsT B ['opoze, «Heb3s BCe
IeyaTh BCerpa», HaJ0 MHOTIA JenaTh U He Bce, U He Bce-
rga.

Corast pacruibuIiach Tak, YTO KOHUMK IIPaBOii T'yObI ITO-
YTH JT0JIe3 10 yXa M TaM KpMUBO OoCTaHOBMJICS. Ee Gbl cero-
IIHS SIBHO B yJape. A pa3 B yJiape, OHa 3Hajia Hau3yCThb CIo-
KET ero ovepedHbIX ABYX uyacoB. [IoaTomy B pasroBope,
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KOTOPBIN BO3HMK MOCJIe BeauKoro adopusma, CoTast yuact-
BOBAajla OXOTHO U OKMBJIEHHO. Beb €ii ToXXe B 3TOM CJTyyae
repenagasio IBa yaca CBOOOIbL. ..

C BUAy cofiepskaHMe pasroBopa BBIISAEN0 MPUMEPHO
crenyiomuM o6pasom: mosi, COTbI JIIOOUT OOXKIb — KO-
rJa pasropsueH, MO0 TOraa MPUSITHO BBIATU IIOH, €ro
>KeCTKMe TIJIOTHble CTPYU M OXJaAUTh Te0 CBOe U Bep-
HYTbCS, TIOTYJISIB, YYBCTBYS U YTBEPAUBILUCH B MbIC/IN, UTO
TeJIO CYJIbHEE TOXKIIS.

Teruio T'opopa, Mo, U YeylOBEK He IOJABJIACTHBI J0-
K10, HY U TIOJIOOHBIE Ke ITyCThle KJINIIe, KOTOpbIe BCeraa
C PaBHOZIYIIIHBIM BIOXHOBeHMEM coBaa COTBIN CBOel rape
B yIIM. A Ta C TaKUM >Xe PaBHOAYIIHBIM BIOXHOBEHMEM
corjalniajach C HUM U yBepsila ero, YTo OHa ellle Kak I0-
HMUMaeT ero, ¥ 6yHeT KIaTh, KOTJa OH BepPHETCS, Y ITPUTO-
TOBUT €My TOpsiuyl0 BOAY U TOJIOTeHIle, U... — TYyT OHa
Ilesiajiach ellje po3oBee U HeXkHee... Eciiu ke ¢ s13bIKa BTU-
paHMs OYKOB M 3aroBapuBaHMs 3yOOB ITepeiiTy Ha S3bIK
CMBICJIA, TO €T0 JIMPUUECKUI TTaccax 3aK/II0Ual B cebe MH-
dbopmaruio, uro CoThlit UaeT K 6abe, HATTOMWHAS, YTO 3TO
a1 CoTol He HOBOCTb.

Ta B CBOIO oUepenb coobmiana, 4ro rnmoHsuia CoToro u
caMa He MpouYb MPOBECTM Becesio Tapy 4vacoB. Bce Tpoe
XOpOIIO TOHMMAJIM ISTOT S$I3bIK. [IpUSATHO MMETh el
C YMHBIMMA JIIOAbMM, MM HMKOIJa He€ Haao rOBOPUTH TO,
YTO AyMaelllb, OHM 3TO TOVMYT M, paccKa3biBasi, HaIIpu-
mep, O II0JIb3e ropsiueit BOAbI /I OXJIaXKIeHUs TeJla, pas-
peniaT Tebe 3a7€3Th B MX KAPMaH U 3aBEPSIT, UTO OHU 3TO-
rO He 3aMeTsT. 3aueM Bce 3Tu CJIOKHOCTU? [IpakTyKa 1o-
Ka3bIBAeT, UTO Cpemy TOJb3YIOIIMUXCS MOJ06HOM cucTe-
MOJt B Cly4yae Cy[a BMHOBATBIX OKAa3bIBAe€TCSl BIIOJIOBUHY
MeHblIle, YeM Cpeay JMIOeN, CKaXkeM, MPSIMOIMHENHBIX.
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— Tak, mporaii, moporast, — CoTblii 6bUT y3Ke B IIIalIe.

— IIpoiuaii, JOporoii, — OTBETWIA €My HEeXHO-PO30Bast
Corast 1, MPOTUB CJIe3bl, 0GBMIIA €TO HIEI0 CBOVMM TEIUTHIMM
pyKamu, — Geperu TObKO JIMIIO — OHO Hallle GyyiIiee. ..

U uenyio MMHYTY CMOTpeJia eMy Bcjel, He BepHeTCS
JIM OH 00paTHO, KaK MHOTAA CJIY4aaoch. BeKIaB HEOGXO-
IMMOe KOHTPOJbHOE BpeMms, cOpocmia ¢ cebs Xasar,
HaTSHYJ/Ia MOJIOTHSIHYIO py6axy, pyKaBa KOTOPOJi ObLIM BCe
B MeJIKMX PO30BbIX Opbi3rax. CBepxy Iuiail. V3BMHMIIACH
riepen; My3o0ii. ITocKOJIbKY TpUO/IMsKaeTCs: BpeMsl BbIbopa 1
et IpUAeTCs yexaTh M3 3TOTO AOMa, OHa XOTeJa Obl HaBe-
CTUTH ellle TIapy cocefieit, C KOTOPbIMM ObLIa HE3HAKOMa...
U xoHeuHo, 3aiiTu K My3uHOMY IMpeKTopy, K KOTOPOMY
Corast 6pl1a paBHOAYINHA, U Jaxke Goyiee — BbI3HIBAT OH
y Hee YYBCTBO Ope3rMBOCTM M3-3a 6eoit, 6e3B0OI0COI
KaK KOJIeHKa ¥ Y3KOM Tpyau, HO 3TO ObLI eIMHCTBEHHbIN
YyeJI0BeK B ee KM3HU, UMEBIINII UMSI. A KOMY He JIeCTHO
OBbITh JXEeHIIMHOI ¢ HOMepOM, KOTOpasl AoITyckaema B I10-
cTelib K camomy [upekropy. KoHeuno, Jupekrop He ['pu-
Mep, HO 1151 COTBIX U JIUPEKTOP UTO KPbUIbs 1151 6€3M0M-
HOI1 KOIIKU.

Mysa yauBuiIach, UTO 3a TaKOW KOPOTKUI CPOK et
TIPUIETCS CTOMBKO YCIIeTh.

— Huuero, paHblile 60sbllle ycrieBaia, He ymesl. A Te-
nepsb! O-0-0-0, — OHa nogMuUrHyJIa Myse 1 3aBs3ajia Te-
CeMKM KaITIoIIOHa 6aHTUKOM.

— Iloka... — yMoKHya My3y B 1I€KY.

Mysa BepHyJIach K CTOJy, IIOTOM Mpoiia B cazn. Hamo
ObUIO UTO-TO MPUIYMATh WK, BO BCSIKOM CJTyyae, CIeIaTh
BCE, UTO MOIJIA, YTOOBI K MPOIIJIOMY OTHECTUCh 06€3 BUHBI
U CIOKOVHO... Cena B Kpecno, B KoTopom COTBIV JaBui
MITUII, 3aayMasach. [leay IINIIbI, TaJgaau JUCThS... U ObI-
JIO THUXO...
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IX

oTas MoJiolIa K COCeIHel IBepHu, TOPOIIMBO AepHY/Ia

PYuKy. [IBepU pasoluiucCh. B Xojie HMKOro He ObLIO.

CHsita miail, moBecusia ero. TMXOHBKO TOJMKHY/A BTO-
pylo ABepb — Ta oTbexasa. 1 komHara 6bu1a mycra. Crie-
IyIoIIas ToXe. B TpeTbeit 6bUT CyMpaK, ChIPOil U TEeILIbIiA.
W BApyr oHa B3ApPOTHYJa — IPSIMO Ha Hee CMOTpeJu Iia-
3a. YIMBI/IeHHbIe, M B HUX KUJI cTpaX. Tak MpuxXogsT ToJb-
Ko oHM. CTpax ObUI IOXOX HA IMTUITY B KJIETKe, KOrjaa OT-
KpbITa JIBeplia U pyKa TSHETCS AOCTaTh IITUILY.

— Br1 CTo nepBbIit?

— Hert, IeBSIHOCTO A€BSTbIN.

— A g Cotas. XXusy psiioM, — OHa IIPOTSHY/IA PYKY.

CTpax B3MaxHy/J KpbUIOM, IOPK MMUMO PYyKU — U
CKPBLJICS U3 I71a3.

— V MeHS BOT HECKOJIbKO MMHYT CBOOOJHOTO Bpeme-
HH.

— INoiimemTe, s HAIOIO Bac yaem, — JIeBSIHOCTO JIeBSI-
ThII BCTAI.

— Y MeHs1 BCero HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT BpemeHU. — CoTas
MOJOIIIA K HeMy. — Y MeHSI BCero HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, U S
yiny. oy coopa, — oHa IoTsaHy/aa IeBSIHOCTO AEeBSTOrO
K cebe. OmyTniaa, Kak OH BeCb HAIIPSTCs, 3aabIIIaa TSKe-
Jiee, OIIYTIUJIA €T0 cepplle, KOTopoe 3a6miock vaiie. U mo-
T0JI3/1a CTPY’KKA, TOHKAs, MPO3payvHasi, IPOTSKHO, MOHO-
TOHHO. JlocKa ele He 6bUTa TOTOBA, a CoTas yke gymaia,
YTO MaTepmaa CbIpOV M BpSA, AU CTOUT HA HETO Tpa-
TUTBCA...

OHa, TOXa/yii, YyBCTBOBaja, YTO IApPTHEP CXOOUT
C YMa, M HMYEro MOXO0Kero B CBOEN KM3HU OH He BCTpe-
yaj, M, B OOIIEM-TO, HEMHOIO HEMWJIOCEPIHO YXOIUTh
ceityac... Ho Bpems!
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Tak yenoBeK, HeCYIIii BOMY, He TaeT HallUTbCS YMU-
pampllemMy CTapuKky, 60 TaM, BIIepeay, 3Ty BOOY KOYT
poolie Kojofdell, YToObl HAIlOMThb Bech Mup. MHorma
ObIBaeT, UTO JOHECIHIMII He 3aCTaeT HUKOTO B XXUBbIX. U
BO3BpalllaeTcss 06paTHO ¥ HAXOOUT OCTaBJIEHHOTO MepT-
BBIM.

— Hexkorpa, s1 cka3zana Tebe, UTO HECKOIbKO MUHYT...

Cepaiie BOpoUYayioCh, KaK 3acTpsIBLIAS MallMHA, HOTU
npoxanu. OH oTiycTua ee. OHa BbIIIIA B XOJIJI, HAKMHY/IA
tiai,. OH MOAOIIeN K Hell, TPYOKaJIC.

— IlomoxXou MUHYTY...

— 3aBTpa, CJIBIIINIID, 3aBTPA I IPUAY.

Beickosib3Hysa U3 AgBepu. Beiia Ha yiauny. HoXIb
BCTPETUJI ee TIPOXJIafoi, HO He OCTYOWUII, a CKaJl CBOMMMU
cTpysiMu Teno. Eie Hecs B cebe NMPUKOCHOBEHME PYKU
BO3/Ie TyD, OKOJIO yxa, OHA 3acrelwia, M 3Ta cuia
HEOCTHIBIIIEr0 BO3OYKIEHMSI IpOHEecIa ee 0 VYIMIAM,
MOKPBIM, UepHbIM, OJIECTSIINM, CKOJIb3KUM, 10 3aBETHOTO
noabesaa. JIBepb HaCTeXb.

— 3IpaBCTBYIH, Tl ONI034a71a Ha AECSITh MUHYT.

— OH y1lIesn Ha IecsiTb MUHYT IIO33Ke.

— OTO npaBpa’?

Ho oH yxe He ciymian ee. OH Xaan ee U He [l CHSATh
TIalLl. ..

X

y3a ybOpasna can. BeIMbuIa ciiegbl KpOBM M Msica.
[Mopmerna omasiiMe JUCTbS. Huyero myTHOTO OHa He
npumymaia. U eir 3axorenock K cebe, B CBOJ caj, K
I'pumepy, OT Uy>KMX TaliH, OT UyKoii rpsi3u. Hagena rurams.
Pacnaxnyna nBepsb.
— $1 He Mory 110 3aBTpa, — Ha nopore IeBSHOCTO IeBsI-
ThII, BCKIOKOUEHHBbIN, Y3KIe r71a3a, BeChb MbSHBIIA. ..
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Mys3e >xajJKko ero, oHa Aaxe MeIJUT, MpeXae uyeM
MPOM3HECTM CBOIO BCEMOrymyio ¢pasy, u60 yxke OT
Hee 3aBUCUT, OCcTaHeTCs [leBSIHOCTO AEeBSTBIN B XXMBBIX
uny BedyepoM ero xueT Komuccus. Ceiiuyac u TOT y3HaeT
06 sTtom. I'Hajma ymca 3ajilla, ga M caMa B KaIlkaH —
h1esk.

— VY meHs ums, — Mysa Jaxe rojI0BOi IToKavaia, Kak
OyITO IIPOLIEHMS HOTPOCHUIIA.

...Bce mpouuo, Bce yieresno, Bce ucuesno. J1eBsSIHOCTO
IeBSTHIV CTAJT MSITKMM, Kak Kallla, Ha JIOY BBICTYIIWI IIOT,
06e3bsI3bIvel.

— JlagHO, 1Ay, 4ero CTOMIIb. §I He CKaxXy... — Jepykach
3a CTeHKY, [IeBSIHOCTO AeBSAThIN BbIIOI3 3a ABepb. I My3a
BbIIIJIA BCJIEN,.

Bce-Taku yno6HO MMeTh UMs. A BOT BOPBUCH OH B JI0-
TPMMEPOBBI TOABI — U HYKHO ObLIO ObI 1IapamaTthCs, 3a-
mumaTbes. ['ocmoay, Kak TPYIHO KEeHIMHe 6e3 MMEeHM.
Ia u komy 6e3 Hero jierko. Cpa3y u 6e33aliuTeH, 1 3aBU-
cuM. OT yero TOJIBLKO Thl He 3aBUCUM. XOTS U My3a u
I'pumMep 3aBUCUMMBI OT 6ojiee KPYITHbIX MMeH. Ho... aTo
yXe He Tak Ipybo, OPYroit ypoBeHb, XOTS eC/lM MMeHa
paBHBI — TO K€ camoe... A MapHS eif Bce-Taku ObLIO
SKaJIKO.

«BoT HeyroMmumast 6aba, — momymasna ona o CoToit, —
BUIMMO, JaXke yliUla paHblile BpeEMeHM».

EnBa Mysa oToll/1a HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB OT MOAbesa, ee
yyTh He cowmta ¢ Hor Corasi. BBITSIHYB BIlepej rojIoBy, Kak
yTKa Mepen IOCAAKOVM Ha BOAY, OHA JeTena OOMOIA...
V3HaB, UTO CaM ellle He BepHYJICs, 061erTYeHHO B3IOXHYIIa
U HMIMBITHYJIa B IpoeM ABepu. Ene Heckonbko maros. I1o-
BOpOT, 1 HaBcTpeuy CoTtelii. CoBceM apyroe peno. Herto-
poruBo. BanbspkHo. 3agymunBo. OCTaHOBWICS MOCMOT-
peThb Tak, 4To My3e 3aX0Tes0Ch BBIMBITS IU1a3a. UTO OHa U
caenana, MOJHSIB JTUL0 KBEPXY.
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— IToroma mpesiecTh, Jaxke JOMOJi He XOUeTCs, eCyiy Obl
He BpeMS...— COTbIii MOAMUTHYI. — A MOKET, MPOBO-
IUTD TeOH...

My3a noexxmnachb...

— Cmmacubo, — mopymaB Ipu 3Tom: «Kakast Bce-Taku
CKOTMHAa», HO Y/IBIGHY/IACch 1, O0SICh, UTO ee HaAUYHYT yroBa-
pUBaTh, MOMPOILIABIINCH, TIOILIA BIepe/.

ToT He cpasy mnoBepHyJics. Ilepekocun pot. Kajko,
MMEHU HeT, a TO ObI OH ee IaBHO... [IpaBna, Ie10 He TOb-
KO B MMeHU, — KaK OH yMeJl, CIo/ia, IOXaJTyit, He TTOAOIIIIO
Obl. [la 1 3aueM BO3UThCS, KOTJA 9TOro Ao6pa U Tak HaBa-
JIOM 3a J1100071 IBEepbhI0. A UTO Y HUX, C UMEHEM, TeJI0, YTO
JIn, IPYTOE...

A MoxkeT, ipyroe. MbIC/M TIPUKJIEUITACH K CJIOBY «MMSI»
" 3aBepTeauch BOKPYT, Kak KyAeiab Ha BepeTeHo. He cpa-
3y, He Telepb... HO Bellb KaXKblii B TOPO/ie TeOpeTuyecKu
MOT J0CTUUb MMeHU. COTbI BbITEp JUII0, HAKIOHUII TO-
JIOBY BIlepef, YTOObI JOXKIb He TIonafaa Ha Koxy. 1o BbI-
6opa I'yaBHOI mapbl OCTAAOCh TPU OHS, €ro OIepalyio
BeneT 'pumep Mysbl, a 3HAUUT, — BTOpOe MecTo. Cieno-
BaTeJIbHO, MMEHM €My He BUIATh KaK CBOMX VIleil. A uy-
n0? Benb BO3MOSKHO e 4yZo...

OH OCTaHOBMJICS; C 9TOV MUHYTHI, 3a6bIB ¥ IIpo My3y,
u npo Coryio, 1 npo CTO 1IeCTyl0, OH [MOYEeMYy-TO CTas
KOaTh 4yga. Tak MbICAb, CAy4aiiHO ITPOMEJIbKHYBIIAs
B r0JIOBE, BJIPYT CTAHOBUTCSI OUEBUIHOI, BKIIOUAET Tpe/l-
YyBCTBME, M HAuMHAET paboTaTh OXNUOAHME, a TOYEMY,
ybeii 60r, YeJIOBEK HMUKOrAAa Obl HE CMOT 00BSICHUTD. IIpo-
UCXOJIUT TO, YTO MPOUCXOIUT BHE HAC, & MbI TOJIBKO OIIy-
maeM 3to npoucxogsiiee! U pagu Bora, He nymaiite, 4TO
BHeIIIHEe B ero >KM3HU UTO-TO TYT Ke mepemMeHunoch. OH
e AoMovi. JIoKab 11es HaJl HUM. 3aBTpa OISITh OH IMPO-
BeJleT CBOJ pabounii IeHb Ha OMNepalMOHHOM cToje. Be-
yepom 6ymeT cMotperh ¢ COTOl BUIOEO3ANUCU U TaBUTh
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MITULL, @ TOTOM OTIIPABUTCS MO CBOMM Je/laM. «3TO XOPO-
IO §1 MPUAYyMas, — MPUIIa MbIC/Ib, — 10 CBOUM JiesiaM».
IToToM GymeT Bo3BpamiaThecs, Kak cerogHs. HacTonbko Bce
TOXO03Ke, UTO MOXKHO TPeoJIOXUTh: 3TO YoKe 3aBTpa Win
yepe3 [IeCSITh JieT OH BO3BpalllaeTcsl JOMOI — AeHb OTO
IIHSI er0 HeOTJIMUMM... HO BOT olifyllleHre OKUIaHUs dyAa
MOSIBUJIOCh B HeM. OH TOIMBITA/ICS TOHSTh, TIOUEMY 3TO
rpou3onuio. JIeHb 6bUT Bech Ha BUOY. M HMUEro ocobeH-
HOro He ciydanoch. My3a npuxogmia u pasbliue. a. Ho
TOCJIeIHNI pa3 oHa ObUIa JIBe Hemenu Hasand. UM moyskHa
TIOSIBUTBCST Uepe3 JIBe Hefen, a Mpuiivia cerogus. Heyxke-
Jin Tipuxon Mysbl UTO-TO MeHSUT B ero >xu3Hu? KoHeuHo,
€CJIu eii Hy>KHO UTO-TO Y3HaTh MM TlepeiaTh, OHA cAesana
6bI 9TO yepe3 ['puMepa. AX, KaK IIPEKPACHO JXUTh B TOPO-
Ile, B KOTOpPOM He ObIBaeT HeoXupmaHHOcTel. Torma cpasy
BOT TaK, 110 OJHOMY KPOXOTHOMY (DaKTMKy, MOKHO JIOra-
IaTbCs, YTO MOJDKHO MPOM3OMTU UTO-TO HEOOBIKHOBEH-
Hoe. Ho He B 3TOM TOJbKO /€0, He B Pa3MbIIUIEHUN.
B Hero BoIwIO OXMIaHMe yyna. OTO OBLJIO TOYHO U IIPO-
CTO TIO OINYIEeHMI0, KaK COMPOTUBJIEHME NI TOXKAIO0,
KakK TO, YTO OH ele Hec B cebe pyku 1 ryosl CTO IIeCToiA.
U emy cTano Temao u pajocTHO. M y mpocToro yejaoBeka
C Tpex3HAuyHbIM HOMEPOM ObIBAIOT CBOM pamocTu. Kak
roBopsT B l'opone, 1 10 BOpoObsl pafoCThb, eC/I BepUTbD,
nmobepetcs. Yiabibasich 4yeMy-To, Bomea B gomM COTBI.
Cama yKe B XajlaTe BCTpeTH/Ia ero, Kak BCeraa, Tak, 6yi-
TO He BUJeJa IeTyIo BeYHOCTb. U OH ele 60sblle 0CKIIa-
OWJICS Ha ee BBITSIHYTbIE PYKM, KOTOPbIE CHSUIM C HETO
TJIalll, a MTOTOM JIACKOBO OOXBAaTWIM €ro Ielo, OH Jaxe
CaM YIMBJIEHHO TOTSHYJICS K Hell, 4eMy HeCKOJIbKO Yau-
BWIach U oHa. OOGBIYHO TI0C/Ie TAKMUX IIPOTYIOK 06a OBICT-
PO JIOKMIUCh M 3achimaiy, o6a, a TyT... MOXeT, U3-3a
CBOEro HOBOTO ONIYIIeHUSI, MOXeT, ITIOTOMY, YTO Cero-
IHSIIHSS MPOTyJIKa He TaK YK OblyIa yauHa — MMOJHAI0-
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ena CTo miecTasi, ¥ 0KasajioCh, YTO HAITPACHO OH aBUJI
CBOMX IITHI], 60 TapTHepIIa 3acTaBuIa €ro JaBUTh
y cebst; BO-IepBbIX, OH MacTep, a BO-BTOPBIX, BO30YXK-
IleH, a OHa HeT, oXKaTyii, CeroJiHsI OH BIlepBble MOAYyMaJ,
CTOWUT JIM TPATUTh CTOJIbKO BpPeMEHM U CUJI, eCciau Tebe
TOUTU TakK Xe, Kak U ¢ COTO1... A MOXeT, UyThb JIaCKOBee
o6nsia Corag ero... HO...

OHa MoNoKMjIa PyKy Ha ero Ivieyo, Iievo ObLI0 Tell-
JILIM U Jaxe ropsuuM. Tak Teria U Aaxkke ropsya rpsisb,
B KOTOPOJi B JIETHUIT [I€Hb TOJKYTCS IBE€ CBUHBU; TIPSI3b
rIyboKa M KMpHA, OHA TEYeT [0 HOTaM, 3aCTPeBaeT B Ilie-
TUHEe, OKaTbIBaeT MOPAbI, M OJHA CBUHbS MOBAJIUT NIPYy-
TyI0, U OHM HAUYHYT KaTaTbCsl B 3TOI XKUXKe — TeIlIoi, ro-
psiueit, 3I0BOHHOM, panyscCh 3araxy, U Terly, U BO3MOX-
HOCTY TIepeBaIMBAThCS C 60Ky Ha OGOK, KPY>Kach M XJTIOTIas
SKVDKeT. .. Xopoio?.. — Xopo1io.

XI

M xopoiuo. Ho KonuuecTBO B TaHHOM CJIyvae ellle He
VMeeT BaXHOTO 3HAYeHMS! B OCYLIECTBIISIEMOM [evi-
CTBUMU. 3a BpeMSl IIOBTODHOIO BBITECHEHMS TelOM
rpsi3x, Macca KOTOPOJ paBHa Macce UX Tejl, Mbl BIIOJTHE
ycIieeM yBUIETD TOTO, KTO 3aBeJl IPYXKUHY, [IPUBEAIIYIO B
npskeHue I'pumepa. 3ybell OHOV TOBEPHYJ €ro MbICIU
NpejIoKeHMeM IIpOBeAeH)s orepauuy 0 HOBBIM [aH-
HbIM, My3a Mblciabio ['puMepa 3aBena cebs U mepenana
IBIpKeHMe COThIM, a KaK 3TO CJTYYMJIOCh, OHM CaMM He I10-
HSIIM, Te He OCTAaHOBMJIM IBIDKeHMS IO cux mop. U masxke
KOT/Ia OCTaHOBSITCS, BCe PaBHO OYIYT KPYTUThCS B IJIaB-
HOM HallpaB/IeHUN.
WTak, yeTblpe 4esoBeKa B 3TOM TrOpPOJE XUBYT yXKe
MHayve, OHM yke 3abosienn upeeit IBYSKEHUS, — camMM He
MOHMMasI, YeM Ha caMoM Jene. V6o uX MOCTYIIKY COBIIa-

38



IAIOT C UX JKeJIaHUSIMU, U OHU BHeEIIHe MPOAO0J/IKAIOT Ta-
KYIO Xe >KM3Hb, KaKyl0, KaK UM Ka’KeTCsl, M BeJu A0 Cero-
IHSIIHETO HSI, OTTeHKM OTAMUMSI B cueT He upayT. Ho
3HAIOIIMI GyayInee JIerko MOMMeT, UTO 3TO 3a TepeMeHbI
Ha CaMOM jeje. DTO BeJMKKe IepeMeHbl. XOTS HUKTO
B ['opope sTOro moka He 3HaeT. Kpome pa3Be 3akpyTuBIiIe-
TO MPY>KUHY JIeACTBUSL, HO M OH HUKOT/IA B KM3HU He CTal
ObI 9TOrO AeIaTh, ecyiu 6 3Haa 0 MaciiTabe U pe3yabTaTax
CBOEro HauMHaHUS.

Peub maeT 0 TaMO>)keHHMKe, KOTOPbIiA IpedIOKIAIT Hallle-
my I'pumepy roroButs [71aBHYI0 Iapy, Korga caMuM 3aKOHOM
C Heli MOJDKHO paboTaTh TOMBKO Bermikomy. Tak 3auem ke
TamoskeHHUK TaKoe OT/IasKeHHOe M HaJleXKHOe X03SI1ICTBO, Kak
T'opofi, KOTOPBIM YIPABJISTh HEJIErKO, HO BIIOJIHE IPUCIIOCO6-
JIEHO U ITPUBBIYHO, 0OPEK Ha [IepeMEHBI?

[MpuBBIUKA M TpPaAULIMU — BOT CYyTb XM3HM, U KOTHA
HapYIIATCSI OHY — HUKTO He 3HAeT, YeM 3TO MOXKeT KOH-
YUTCS.

Moskert, 6aropogHasi uaest 00peTeHus] paBeHCTBA K-
BymMu B 'opoge?

MoskeT, TIOIBITKA OCBOOOKAEHMSI OT BEUHOIO CTpaxa
Yxopa?

MoskeT... HO mpoyYas ¥ Ipoyasl BeJIMKue MPUUMHBI, BO
MM KOTOPBIX JIOMAaIOTCSI TOPOAA U JIIOIIMN. ..

VBbI... CTBIHO CKa3aTh U MPOMU3HECTH, HO BCe Jesio, K
COXaJIeHUI0, K HeCc4yacThlo, 4epT 3HaeT, IoYeMy 3TO CITy-
YMJIOCh, OKa3bIBaeTcsl, Boxke Moii, B CyTy60 JTMYHOI Bpask-
ne TamoxkeHHuKa U Benmukoro I'pumepa, koTopasi Haya-
Jlach 3a eHb OO0 TOro, Kak Hall I'pumep GbUT CIIaceH u
ocBoboxkaeH TamoxkeHHMKOM oT Komuccun. Korga Haum-
HaeTcs Takas Bpakaa, aBaHTIOPUCTOB AOJDKHO OCBOOOK-
natb oT Komuccuii. A Tpumep B JaHHOM cTydae OKa3ascs,
KakK 3TO HU IPYCTHO NPU3HATh, C TOUKM 3peHMsI 3aKOHa,
uMeHHO M. Ho, ecTecTBeHHO, B JajibHeElIIeM, KOHEUYHO
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Ke, He TIOBTOPUTCSI HUYETo MOXOXKEero, BO BCSIKOM CIIydae,
teriepb. OH 1 My3a gymasnu TOJABKO Tak, HO... [pumep Ta-
MOXXEHHUKY TTOHAaHOOWICS OISITh MMEHHO B 3TOM Kaye-
CTBe.

Yro ke KacaeTcsl MpUUMH, MPUBEAIINX K ccope Tamo-
>KeHHMKa 1 Benukoro, nymaro u cam bor — ciayunce emy
OBbITH CBUIETEJIEM CCOPbI — YETKO Obl He ChOpPMYIUPOBAT
UX: TOJIBKO, MOXKET, BHEIIHUIA PSIL, — M CCOPBI TOA, HA3al, U
rocjeHe, 1mocjie KOTopoy TaMOXKeHHUK IpUrepcss K
I'pumepy. Hy, 3TO M MBI MOXeM: Hamoelu LPYyTr IOPYIy,
BJIACTh He NOAeNUIN. XOTS YeT0 AeIUTh — ONVH IJIaBHBIN
T0 JIn1jaM, Ipyroii no yejaoBekam. Ho 3To Ha camoM [fene,
MOXKET, OIHO U TO >Ke, YeJI0BeK U ero JMLO, U YK, BO BCS-
KOM ciydae, 6abyIika HagBoe CKasaia, 4yTo IiaBHoe. Ho
HaJBOe MM He HaiBoe — ObLIa ccopa. U Bce TyT.

A eciu GBI peyb 3a1lIa o0 MOBOZE, TO TOMY U IPYTOMY U
BCITOMHUTD O HEM GbITIO GBI CTHITHO. ..

B o61ieM, onyH — MeEpBbIN, IPYroii — BTOPOIi, HO 9TO
Tak, JIJIs1 HETIOCBSIIIIeHHBIX, HA CAMOM JieJie 110 CyTH — 06a
TepBbIE...

B sTOM BCs 3aKaBbIKka, IBYX BBepXy He ObIBaeT — pu-
HaJl OOVH, BIIPOYEM, OH U TaK OJMH.

A Tioccopuuch, U BUepa ToXe, 13-3a — Thdy... HET, He
MOTY... SI3bIK He MOBOpauuBaercs... OCTaBuUM 3TO Ha UX
COBECTU ¥ MTOCMOTPUM JIyullle, K YeMy B pe3yJbTaTe Aelo
unet. Iloka, ecTeCTBEHHO, HeT pe3yabTaTa, HO [eJ0 K
HeMy, 6eccriopHo, uaeT. TaMOKEHHMK TOKe BOJTHYeTCS,
BeJlb YTOOBI COTJIACUTBLCSI HA aBAHTIOPY BO BTOPOI pas, Aa
nocie Komuccun... Bpsig i Ha 9TO moliieT HOpMaabHbIN
yesioBek. Ho uto kacaetcst I'pumepa, eCTb Hagexaa, 4To
OH YeJIOBEK SIBHO HEHOpMaibHbIM. C TOYKM 3peHMs pa-
3yMHOI, padymeeTcs. YIIOpPHO Aaxke Ha Komuccum HacTa-
uBas ['pumep, npu3HaBas BUHY, UTO IIPMUMHA HE aBaHTIO-
pa, a SKCIIEPUMEHT, U Be[lb, KAKeTCSI He BpaJl — IOKaIy,
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TOJIBKO Takue U yao6Hbl TaMOKEHHUKY, XOTSI OHU pef-
KV — BBICTOSIT ¥ BBITIOJTHSIT CBOIO JOJIIO PaboThI, roJiaras,
YTO 3TO OHU ee JenaT s cebsi. Ho, KOHeYHO, 32 HUMMU
HyXeH I1a3 ga raas. Eme xopouo, B cBoe BpeMs Tamo-
SKEHHMK (pauMTesbHbIN X035IMH — Ja/eKO Biepen, BUAUT)
Myz3y I'pumMepy MOACYHYJI, YTOOBI Ta YeM-TO BpPOZe TOPMO-
3a MpyU HeM ObUIa, a TO ObI ellle paHbllle COPBAJICS, U TOTIA
CETOMHSIIHSS 3aTesl, YBbI, JIOMHY/IA Obl, a IPYTMX Ha €ro
ri1asy, nogobHeix I'pumepy, yBbl, HeT. U ongaTth xomm,
HeHaBuIs Benukoro, M, MUCXOAS HEHAaBUCTBIO K 3TOMY
yponmy, caM yibibaricst. JIamHo, YCIIOKOViCs, cKasaja cam ce-
6e TaMOXKeHHMK, JIeJI0 He B TOM, KaK ThI er0 Ha3bIBaelllb, a
IIeJI0 B TOM, UTO ThI JO/DKEH COOIONATh MPaBUIa UTPBL.
Uro-to 3aBTpa? Kto ogoneer — Mysa unu I'pumep?

A Bpems nosgHee, nopa U TaMOXEHHUKY YCHYTb — TeJIO
3TO Ta Jiollalb, KOTOPYIO HY)KHO A€pXXaTb B X0Jie, MHave He
TIOBE3€eT, a YTOOBI OBICTPEE YCHYTD, €CTh HEIUIOX0e CHOTBOP-
Hoe. YBbI, YTOObI BDKUTH eMy B [opozie 1 MeHeM He puc-
KOBaTb — MYJIpbIA M [0 TaMOXEHHMKA IOCTYIIOK, — OT
SKEHIIIMH CO BpeMEeHeM IPUIIUIOCh OTKAa3aThCs BOOOIIE, U
TaMO’KeHHMK -—YeIOBeK B 3TV MUHYTBI — MOSKeT IIpOOOoI-
TaThCs, & JIMIIHME CBUAETeIN — 3TO GO0 MPOLIEHT BO3-
MOXXHOCTM Heyfgaun. Tody... TaMOKeHHUK Jaxe ILTIOHYI,
YTO 3a SI3bIK Y HEr0 — HACTYIIAICS BCeX 3TUX KoadduiimeH-
TOB, IapaMeTpOB... XOPOLIO, KOrja ecTb 3TO... Uepe3 He-
CKOJIbKO MVHYT OH YCITOKOWICS, CXOAWI IIPUHSIT Iy, U Cpa-
3y 6raromyte moaKaTuiao. MosxkeT, ¥ He Hafjo HUYEro, YepT
¢ HUM, ¢ Benuknum, CTOMBKO JieT Teprei. Her... a MoxeT, He
HAJO... HO, He PelllMB HUUero, 3aCHYJL... M cIiajn He XyKe, 4eM
BCSIKMI TTPOCTOI, He 06peMeHeHHbIV i HUKAKMMU BbICOKMMM
3ab0TaMy Kakoii-HUOyAs CTO COPOKOBOI. ATO TOXKe ObUIA
0co06eHHOCTh TaMOXKeHHMKA, B JII060/ CUTyalluM OH HOp-
MaJIbHO CITaJI, JIETKO MPUHMMAJ JItoOble pereHus. U He My-
YMIICs, KOTIa CIysk6a TpeboBaia MOCTYIIATh TakK, a He MHAve.
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To ke camoe ¥ TIO TIOBOAY CBOMX JIMUHBIX ITPO6IEM, TO-
CKOJIbKY JIMYHbIE MPO6IeMbI 1 ITpo6ieMbl Topoma ObUtH 11s
HEro eVHbI, 160 OH 1 6bL1 camuMm F'opogom... Ho Tuiire, He
Melllaii CTIaTh YeJI0BeKy. Y Hero 3aBTpa BCe-TaKyu HeJIerKuii
IIeHb — TPV BCEM €ro XJIaJHOKPOBMK. Beib OH TOXe mepe-
CTYIU/I 00bIYaii, TO €CTh CaMOro cebsl, M TOXe KaK Yel0BeK
BK/IIOUEH B CMCTEMY MM K€ BbI3BAHHOTO IBIOKEHMS, KOTOPOe
€My He IIPEeKpaTuTh ¥ He MeperHauYNTh, MO0 OHO YKe U B
crisiieM Fopofie HaGupaeT CKOPOCTb.

Xn
0 COH, KaK ¥ 6eCCOHHMIIA, He BeUeH. YKe U YTPO.
®oHapu.
Hoxnb.

YepHble MOKpPbBIE CTEHBI, GiIeCTSIINE, KaK araT, CJIOBHO
MaMSITHUKM Ha KIagOuIle, CKPOMHO-BEINYECTBEHHbIE U
MaJIOMacIITabHO-MOHYMEHTaTbHBIE.

KTo ke mepBbIM BCTPETUTCS UAYIIMM BIOAb HU3KUX
YepHbIX 60PTMKOB KaHasa? KoHEeYHO, TOT, Y KOTO 60JIblie
pabortsl. CiiemoBaTesibHO — TaMosKeHHUK. IIpores, mouTu
MTPOMEJIbKHYJT KaK TeHb 10 STUM yIuIiaM 6e3 pa3MbIIIie-
HMUIA, He OIJISIABIBASICh TIO CTOPOHAM, HUKOTO U HUYETro He
3aMeTwI. TOJIbKO OOMH pa3 OCTAaHOBWICS, PYKY B BOLY Ka-
Haja cyHy/l. B maneuax notep. HopmanbHo. Hukakoro
OILyIIIeHUs, BepHee, TaKoe OllylleHue, Kakoe U JTO/DKHO
6bITh. U y3ke manpliiie, Kak MaJIbUMK C pasbery, mpoexaics
10 YePHOV CKOJIb3KOM IUVIUTE U OCTAaHOBWJICS TaM, rae My-
3a Buzena Cotbix. OKkoJio rmogabe3na. Ha MrHoBeHbe 3amep,
nogyman. O yem? Crout n? HeT. DTO yke Buepa Ha ca-
MOM Jiejie GbUTO pelieHo. YcreeT Jin 10 X Bbixoma? Ja!

3auem xe TaMOXXeHHMK TaK paHo npurepcst B jom Co-
TBIX, KOTJIa 3a BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb Jajibllle JOMOB, MM€EH U He
MMOKa3bIBA/ICSA? A 3aTeM, YTO TaMOKeHHMK AOJKEH caM,
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Mpexkae 4eM YC/IbIIUT OTBeT I'puMmepa, MOCMOTpeTh Ha
MaTepua, ¢ KOTOPbIM TOT paboraer. [louemy He caenan
3TO Tipexze, yeM mpuien K ['pumepy? o toro kak I'pu-
Mep HavyHeT ObITh ABVMKMMBIM IIPYKMHOI, 110607 mMops-
IOK HeINpueMJIeM, STO BOT IOTOM ITOCJIELOBAaTeIbHOCTD
MMeeT eIMHCTBEHHbI BapMaHT, a ceituac... A ceituac Co-
Thle yKe BCTaau. BbuiM ofeThl ¥ TOTOBBI K MPOAOJIKEHUIO
paboTsl ¢ ['prMepoM, OHM Jake MOZOUUIM K ABEPH, KOTHA
B Heli BO3HUK TaMmoskeHHMK. O6a MOMSTUINUCE... YK OHU-
TO 3HaJIM, KTO Ilepe], HUMM, BCe MBICJIM BCerha B 3Ty CTO-
poHy, — ocknabwick. U onsith y COTOTO PaloCTHBIN KO-
Map BIWJICS B CEPIEYKO, BOT OHO... A y Tamo)keHHMKa Ma-
j0 BpeMeHu. OH yxmbuibHY/ICS. [lomomen cHavana K Co-
TOV, TIPOBEJl NaJabllaMM IO KOXKe JIMIA, OTBEPHYI KOXY
BeK, OTKpbUI MayblieM poT. Paccrernyn pybaxy, CITyCTMI
BHM3, pybaxa CIT10J13/1a ¥ 3aCThlIa TOPKOI BOKPYT ee HOT.

— llarum Biepen. — OHa marHysa. TaMOKeHHUK OITy-
CTUJICS Ha KOJIEHM, TIOHSII ee IIPaBylo HOTY, 3aTeM JIEBYIO,
OCMOTpeJI TIIATeNbHO CTYIMHU, MOBOLWUJI JIaJOHbBIO 1O ee
nsgTkaM. ['7agkue, po3oBbie, pOBHbBIE, CJIOBHO CBET Kpac-
Horo ¢doHaps B TymaHe. Ilocammn B kpecio. [lompocun
Cororo mpubAU3UTHL CBET JIAMIIbl, MMaJbllaMM, KaK Iua-
HIUCT T10 KIaBUIIIaM, ITPoOeskasl 1Mo Koyke, Ha GOKY IMajIbIlb
MOYYyBCTBOBaJIM, UTO KOXKa HE OT3bIBAETCS Ha MPUKOCHO-
BeHMe, (JIOBHO 3amlafaloluii KIaBuIll, YyThb CUJIbHEE I0-
TPY3WI MaJiell B KOXKy — ara, IIyoske Oblia peaxiiys, Telo
CorToit 6bIJI0 HACTPOEHO M 3BYYAJIO BITOJTHE ITEPCITEKTUB-
HO, B MOCJIEAHNI pa3 TPOHYJ MPaBOil PYKOIi 1I€t0, MPOBEN
COTHYTBIM ITTaJIbIIEM II0 TyOaM, JOKAAJICS ITOJIHOM peak-
1mn, 6epexkHo BbIlIea u3 KacaHus. Teslo elle HeCKOIbKO
MUHYT 3By4daio... [Toiiger... [Tocie ocmoTtpa CoToro, CTONb
ke TIATeJIbHO OBICTPOrO, METOIUYHOTO, Ipodeccuo-
HaJbHOTO, OH MOMNPOCUJ €ro YyTh NPUIIOSHSTH TOJIOBY.
CoTbIVi MPUIIOIHSIT TOJIOBY.
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— HdoBonbHO, — TaMOKeHHUK Y3Ke 1IesT K IBepPU.

CoTble TTOCMOTpeNM Apyr Ha apyra. OHM ObLIM CYACT-
suBbl. OHa 6pocuiach K HEMY Ha IIel0.

— T'ocnomu, Kak g paga. ITo 661 TaMOKEeHHUK.

OH riagua ee BOJIOCHI M TOXe IUTaKasl. [IpoCTo UyTh He
Collles C yMa OT paJioCTu. 3apeBaHHbIe U CYaCT/IMBbIe, OHU
CTau OJleBaThCs.

X

TamoxkeHHUK U ['pumep B 3TO BpeMs IOBVIKYTCA 110

HarpaBJ/ieHMIO K [IoMy, ¥ TOJIOBbI KaskAOTO CBETSITCS B

TyMaHe. Korga MbIC/n SIpKU, OHU Pa3/IMYMMbI U CBep-
Xy Toxe. Bupguib, Kak mosnser cBeT ['pumepa — MHOTO
meJieHHee, yeM TaMoskeHHMKa. OHO U MOHATHO. ['pumep
ellle He NoAyMbIBaeT, a TaMOXKeHHUK fesnaeT. Beskuit pe-
JIAIOIIMIA IBVSKETCS GBICTpee, YeM AyMalOIINii, KaK IeslaTh
” TeM Gosiee nenath jiu BoobIe. S yske roBopwi, uto I'o-
pOJ, IIOXO03K Ha BbIBEPHYTHIN Hapy>Ky aHTUYHBIN TeaTp. BoT
U ceifuac CHM3Y U3 NPOXOJ0B OHM IOBVKYTCS, CBETSICh JI0-
KIeM B TymaHe, 4TOObl COMTHUCh B OJHON TOUKe, rfe I0-
saBsicst 661 deux ex machinal!, u Bot yke ckopo Tamo-
>KeHHUK, omepeanB ['pumepa, moracHeT B ABepsix [Joma.
TamoskeHHUK TIOTacHET, He 3aMeTUB U He 0OpaTUB BHU-
MaHMsl HM Ha JOXIb, HY Ha YepHble MpaMOpHbIe CTeHbI U
BOOOIIE He OIIyIast [TOYTH HUUEro. DTO U CIIpaBeIINBO —
[0 OLIYIIEeHU JIU JleNlaloleMy, €My TOJIbKO O OUepesHO-
ro ucrnojaHeHus. A BOT I'pumep, cMOTpPH, Bce ellle T0J3€eT,
TSDKEJIO0, 60SICh CBOETO peIIeHus M 3amyThiBasi ce6s1 MbIC-
JIBIO, UTO, MOJI, BCE CITYUYMUTCSI, KaK CIYUYUTCS B IIOC/IEIHIO0
MMHYTY, ¥ KaK CJIYYUTCSI — TO U OyzeT, Kak Hago. U cipa-
BeJINBO, MO0 KOT/Ia OH IOCTYIIa He JyMasi, BCeryia BbIXO-

\f

! Bor 13 MaumHel (1am.).
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IO KaK Hafjo, Kak cyabba pacrnopsiguiack. M Tak Bpoje
yIo6GHO OBLIO, HM 3a UTO M OTBeYaTh He Hamo. U To, BHe-
3aIHOe, pellleHye U OlIyIlleHNe ¥ eCTh MCTMHA, a Bce pac-
YeThl M pelleHus] 10 — BCEero JIMIb JIOKb caMOMy cebe.
(Tocriomy, a MoeT, Bce Hao6opoT!) Y1 Mysa, MOXKeT GbITb,
1paBa, M OH ellle OTKaKeTCsI OT BCEro, — Tak mAymaeT I'pu-
Mep, Bpome 6bl Kak IMOHMMas cebs... U olmryiiaer Bce,
OILYIIAeT CEeromHsI 0COOEHHO U TIyOsKe, ueM OOBIYHO, IT0-
TOMY YTO COMHEHME — 3TO M eCTb BHMMAaHME KO BCEMY
BOKPYT. A IOXIb CEeTOAHS BeueH U ele 6ojiee OIIYyTUM,
€ro TsDKeJIble BjIaCTHbIE pYKM 06IIapuBaoT Teso ['pumepa,
MIBITAsICh HAWMTU TO, UTO OH CIIPSTA/ CHAPYKM, a €C/IM HeT
HUYEro, TO ¥ BHYTPU, ¥ KOXKa [TOAAIAch MO, STUMMU pyKa-
MU, ¥ YYBCTBOBAJI OH CKBO3b Hee, KakK JOKIb 06IIapyBaeT
I'puMepa BHYTpM €ro, TpyOHEe CTaJ0 IbIIIATh, CEepAle
OyaATO 3akaiu B KyJIaK, ¥ OHO, KaK IITHUIIA, TIbITAJIOCH JIe-
JIaTh KaKue-TO MOBVKEHMS — B3JIeTeTh, BBIPBAThCS, HO
TOJIBKO [I€pPrajoch BHYTpM ceOs; elle CuibHee MO MI0-
KIeM Ha JiMile BBICTYIWI IIOT. I'puMep OCTaHOBMIICS.
Cromn. Eme Huuero He pemieHo. Pyka pasxkanack, cepaie
CHayvaja CyIOPOKHO PBaHY/IOCh... IOTOM KPbUIbS €0 CTa-
JI paboTaTh OISATh JIETKO U ITOCTOSIHHO... IIOCTOSIHHO 61-
JIOCh ceplle, TIOT CMbUT IOKIb, M HOBBI yKe He BBICTY-
naj. Tocrmomu, mogyman I'pumep, 4 ke He 3aBUIITY, KaK BCe,
OT KaskAOro COOBITHS, ST 5Ke BhIOpas cebe JOpory, s Ke...
DTO OHM 3aBUCHT OT MEHS...

XIv

AMOKeHHMK, KOHEUHO, He 3HaeT, IIaras 1o KabuHeTy
I'pumepa, 0 4YeM TOT AyMaeT ceifyac, HO HaCTpPOeHue
ero B HopMe. KaHaygaThl BIIOJIHE TTOXOsIIe. Y Hero
Iaske MPOCKaIb3bIBAET JIIOOOMBITHAS MBIC/Tb, YTO ITOTOM
Hamo OydeT ee HABeCTUTh... HO 3Ta MBIC/Ib BCe Ke B Ka-
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KOM-TO CTemeHu — TMOMbITKA YyPaBHOBECUTH BOJIHEHUE,
KOTOpoe ceifuac kuBeT B HeM. OH OblI yOWJI 3TO BOJIHE-
HMe, ec/iut 6bI OBLIO HAZO, HO HAZO TOJIBKO UyTh YPaBHO-
Becuthb. [loromy uto TaMOKeHHUK 3HaeT: B BOJHEHUU
YyeJIOBeK UyTYe, a OH JO/DKEH OBbITh UyTUe, TIOTOMY YTO OT
peuieHusi ['pumMepa MHOTOe MMEHHO ceiiuac 3aBUCUT, U
3[1ech He TOJIbKO BaXXeH (akT, a U cTelneHb HaJEXKHOCTU
3TOrO pellieHUs. A 3TO y)ke HUKaKMMM MO3raMu He Tpo-
CUMTaelllb, HO OUIyLeH}e MOXeT BIIOJIHE HaLeXHO pac-
mdPOBBIBATh OTBET U CTENEHb COTJIACUS MJIM HecorJa-
cusl. BpIBAIOT TaKyue Hecoryiacus, B KOTOPBIX GOJbIe Ta-
PaHTUM UCIIONTHEHMS], YeM... Bouesn I'pumep. He oxxnpan
yBugeTh TaMoOkeHHMKA 3[eCh, CliellMaabHO MpuUIilies] Ha
IeCcITh MUHYT pPaHbIile, YTOOBI B 3HAKOMBIX CTEHAX U J0-
pelnThb, U OTperneTupoBaTh BapUMaHTbl OTBETOB, U JaXKe
Ha 9TUX CTeHAaX IOMpPo60oBaTh UX yoenuTeNbHOCTh. Huue-
ro He BbINLIO. IIpupeTcs nmpsiMo Ha rina3ax TaMOKeHHM-
Ka... UTo 3TO — Bce Xe HIaHC WIK... TaMOXeHHUK MpU-
men pasbine. CiieloBaTebHO, 06ECTIOKOEH caM, Cjefo-
BaTeJIbHO... MaHC. [TompobyeM BapuaHT Apyroi. Tamo-
KEHHMK TIpuUlles paHblle, ClIefoBaTe/lbHO, XOYeT CO-
37aTh WITIO3UI0 6ecroKoiCTBa, CjiefloBaTe/nbHO... Ho
Bellb, TaK pacCyknasi, HMUEero He MpocuuTaenib. IIpa-
BWIbHO. Thl BeJlb XOTeJ MMOJIOXKUTHCS Ha ollylleHne. Xo-
poilo, Ha olyueHne. A Mysa, KOTopasi 3HaeT, HaBepHOE,
JIyJille MeHsI MOM OIIyIIeHMs, aOCOMIOTHO MPOCTa B BbI-
Boge. OTKasaThbCs He MPSIMO, He BCAYX, a COC/IaBUIMCh Ha
JII06YI0 BITOJIHE 00BEKTUBHYIO MpuunHy. Korga ects Ta-
Kasl IpUYMHA — BCeM yO0OHO. ['pymMepy — UTOOBI OTKa-
3aThCsl, TaMOKeHHUKY — UTOOBI IPUHSITH 0TKa3. [Ipmun-
Ha? U I'pumep pemiaeT BBIMOJHUTL BCEe COBeTbl My3bl,
yTOGBI, TT0 KpajiHeit Mepe ITOTOM, Mepe[ Heil He MMyCKaTh-
Cs1 B TOHKME OTIpaBIaHus.
— S He 3Ha0, MOAONMIET 1M MOS Mapa.

46



Ha «e2 — k4» TamoXeHHUK He TpaTUT Oaxke MWUTa
MBICJIN.

— OcmoTpen, mnogoiayT. YpauHblii matepuan. — U
Iaxke TafOHb OMSTh MOJHEC K HOCY — 3arax OCTaJICs, MO -
XoOsIuii 3anax. — [logoiayT.

— XBaTuT 1M MacTepcTBa? — ITO Tak He MPsIMO, a
C BUAY TaK crpammBaet I'pumep, Kak 6yATO OH-TO YBEPEH,
a BOT yBepEH i1 B 3TOM TaMOXXeHHMK, ['puMep He 3HaeT.

— A y Tebs1 6ynyT naHHbIE, — 00BsICHSIET TaMOkKeHHUK
I'pumepy.

B cMbIciie — papgyiicsi, MOJI, UTO BOOOIIE 3TO MPeaJIoskKe-
HUe caenaHo Tebe, a He Pyromy, IIOTOMY YTO MacTepCTBa
IecsiTKa IPUMEPOB XBAaTUT IS TOTO, YTOOBI 110 9TUM JTaH-
HBIM CIe/aTh TO, 4YTO Hazo. Ho I'pumep TOXXe He JIBIKOM
munT. [1ecSTOK caesaeT, a nmpuiles K Hemy. U Tyt TamoxkeH-
HMK KakK Obl IIPOrOBapMBaeTCsl HeYasiHHO, UTO, MOJI, OH He
TIepBbIii, HO UTO C APYTUMMM pa3roBopa He BbIIUIO. MOXeT, 1
mpaBna. BriomHe moskeT O6bITh U TpaBnoii. CoaBTOPHI Bia-
ctu. CTpax M Tak HasbiBaeMas CIIpaBed/IMBOCTb B UeM-TO
noriaBHee TamoskeHHMKa... Ho 4TO Takoe mpaBna u He-
npasaa y TamoxkeHHMKa, ['pumep xopoiiio 3HaeT. EMy Hazio
chenarb 1eno, BCé PaBHO KaK. A OCTaJbHOE BCE MOKHO
Ha3BaTh JIIOOBIMY MMEHAMM, KOTOPbIE YIOOHbI VITU TIPUSIT-
HBI [TapTHEPY I10 TOprosje. Bce paBHO CYTh HE B 3TUX CJIO-
BaX, a B Jese. KoHeyHo, 1J11 caMOro 4yejioBeKa IIpUSITHee
TIBITATh KEPTBY, AYMasi, YTO 3aHMMAETCSI OH UCKITIOUNTENb-
HO CTlaceHMueM Y1 MbITaeEMOro, YeM JIeJIaTh 3TO 3a JeHb-
. Ho, ¢ ipyroii CTOpoHbI, KaKoe [1eJI0 KepTBe 10 MOTUBOB
Tajgaya, OrOHb MaJIUT TeJo, KOria TOK...

Ia, B pe3ysbTaTe pasroBopa (M BCe-TaKu SICHO 3TO He
BBITOBOPEHO) OKAa3bIBAE€TCs, UTO rapaHTui ['pumep HuKa-
KMX He TIOJIYYUT U B CIydae Heymauu OymeT 3a Bce OTBe-
yaTh oauH. HakoHel| HacTymmmia SsICHOCTh — ['pumepy cTa-
JIO jierdye. OTOT BapMaHT €ro ycrpauBai. Eciv oH oTBeuaeT
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OVH, 3TO JIeICTBUTENbHO IIAaHC, TOTOMY UTO TOorAa Ta-
MOXXEHHMK HY pa3y He IIpUAeT U He 6yIeT coBaThCs B pa-
60Ty, a 9TO O3HAYaeT, UTO U 6e3 TOro B KOPOTKME CPOKU
orepalyy OOHMM Heymo6CTBOM, ¥ MOKET, [JIaBHBIM, OY-
neT MmeHblne. CilemoBaTelbHO, BO3MOXHA yAada. A eciau
HEeBO3MOKHa? A BO3MOXHO XUTh ellle CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO
OH TIPOXKWJI, WM OOMBIINIT CPOK TaK, KaK OH KWJI, MO0 IT0-
TOJIOK €ro UMM JOCTUTHYT? BeccMbICIeHHO OYyKCOBaTh
BHYTpPM cebs1, KaK TaHK B TPSICMHE, TIOTPYKasiCh B 60JI0TO
elle necsTKa ABa JieT.

bppp... 1 TO/NIBKO B 3TOM BeCh CMBICJ XU3HU U BCE ee
nepcrnekTuel?.. Ho I'pumep He mypak, coriacue OH Bbl-
pakaeT B ¢hopMe TyMaHHOV M pacIuIbiBYaTOi. TaMokeH-
HUK elre 6OJIbllle He Aypak, HAIIOMMHAET €My, UTO 3TOTO
pasroBopa He 6bLIO0 Mexxay HuMM. Hy BOT 1 Bce. OueHb
MPOCTO — IIPYKMHA MMOBepHYy/a 6apabaH, y TOTO Ha OCU —
3y6uyaToe Kojieco, 3y0 B 3y0 — IecTepeHKa IOMeHbIIIe —
KperKo BLeNuIach, He OTOPBaTh, U, MOXKaJYil, He pa3be-
pelllb, KTO KOTO ABMKeT. [la u BpeMeHM, UTOObI paso-
6patbcs, HeT. 3y6 3a 3y0 — u COTBIX ceifyac 3arlersir.
YTo6bI HE CTAJTKMUBATHCS C HUMM, TaMOKEHHUK BBIXOIUT
B IIPOTMBOIOJIOKHYI0 BXOAHONM [Bepb. Emie nBMOKeHME
IO MasiTHMKA He [OII0, elle HeABVDKUMBI CTPEJIKY, Jaske
30pKOCTM KpaiiHell He BUAMMO HOBOe BpeMs, a BHYT-
PU B3IPOTHYJIO KOJIeCO, HacakeHHOe Ha OAHY OChb C CyAb-
6oit Topoma, — B3APOTHYJA 3aCTOSIBIIASICS MCTOPUS —
rnoe-exain...

N Bce-taku, yept Bo3bMM, I'pumep B3BOJHOBaH. He
MPOCTO Pas3roBOp — HAYaja0 HOBOV >XM3HU. Pyku maxke
npoxat. [lambupl. IIpusaTHas Bemp 3TO ApoxaHue. OH
IaBHO Y)Ke Hayuywics MCII0JIb30BaThb UM COIJIACOBBIBATH
BOJITHEHME U [ABIDKEHME MaiblleB U PUCYHOK OIepalum.
OIHO YHOBOMBCTBME U3OMPATh TY YaCTh PUCYHKA, ITPABKU
JIUIIA, PUTM, KOTOpPbIE COBIAZAIOT C TBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM
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BOJITHEHMEM. DTO BCe PAaBHO UTO K 3aXaTOMy UM KpyTslie-
MyCsl KYCKy JepeBa MOJHOCUTb pe3el] M CHUMAaTb POBHYIO
U KPAacUBYIO CTPYKKY: IepeBo TMOoaydyaeTcs JIaAKUM U CO-
BepIlIeHHbIM — GoJiee INIAIKUM U COBEPIIEeHHBIM, YeM KO-
rIa pexellb IepeBO, HEMOJBIDKHO Jiexallee, 3aXaToe
B TUCKM; & €CJIM U TUCKOB HET — B pyKe, KaKoii HU T/as,
Kakasi HM pyKa, MOBEPXHOCTM, KaK BbIUEpPUEHHOI Npu
BpallleHny, He TOJIYYUTCS, a YK CKOPOCTb — 00 3TOM U
roBOpuTb Hevero. JlaBHo I'pumMep paboTaeT GbICTpee, YeM
€ro KoJujieru, MoTomy 4To Ajisl 'pumepa BosHeHMe He T10-
Mexa, a HalpoTUB.

Ho ceituac Hekorma 06 3ToM pymartb. CoTast ke CITy-
cTwia pybaxy 1o KojeH. I'pyumep MpoCUT TOTHSITh A0 TOSI-
ca — 6osnbire He Hago. A y CoToit mocsie nmocemienys: Tamo-
>KEHHMKA BCe B TOJIOBe IepeBepHY/IOCh; MOXKET, Terepb U
pybaxy o KOJieH HaJo CIycKaTh. I'puMep HameBaeT dap-
TyK. COTBIi CUIUT 3a IBEPbIO, TEJI0 €ro APOXNUT. V1 OH Bech
B HeTepIIeHn! MpOoaosKeHus ornepauyu. Ho eciu 6b1 ero
CITPOCWIIN, YETO OH APOXKUT, YEMY PaIyeTcs, TO, XOTb YOeii,
BpSiA, v 6bI OH OTBETMJI TOYHO, HO TIPUOIM3UTEIBHO CBOU
OIIyILleHUs OT Bu3uUTa TaMOXeHHMKA U CBOMX AOTafoK OH
661 COpMYIMPOBAN TaK: TPSIAYT yAauM, TOBBIIIEHUS... U
HeMaJIble... BOT MoyemMy OH IPOKUT U BOJHYeTCs. Tak 6bIK
Ha 00iTHE UyeT KPOBb U Y3Ke IPOSKUT OT BO3OYKIEHMSI.

A Tpumep B 3TO BpeMs yKe HaBaJIWJICSI TPYAbIo B ¢ap-
TyKe Ha BIQXKHYIO OT HarpspkeHus rpyab CoTolt 1 momHec
IpoXkallylo pyKy K ee BeKy, TpeTuit KBajpaT... KaKk Ma-
IIMHKA, CTpoYaIiasi Criopo M O6bICTPO, OH HaZpe3as KOXY U
BbIBEpHYJI ee Hapyxky. CoTas 3aiieBenuiaach rmog Hum. OH
ele CcujibHee HaBAIMJICS Ha Hee U TIPUTUCHYJI K CTOMY.
Toii 66110 GOJIBHO U OT TSDKECTH, ¥ OT HOKa, HO OHA yCIT0-
Koumach. Hamexkma memaeT Hac 6ojiee TePIMMbBIMU K 60JIM
u TsbkecTy. OHa Jlake IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA €ro CUMJIbHOE TeJlo, U
IMKas M HeBO3MOKHAsl MbICIb MeJbKHYyJ/a Y Hee: a uTo,
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eCN... Ho y I'pumepa ObUIO UM, U 9TO ObLIO MCKIIIOUEHO,
HO 3aKOH 3aKOHOM, a OLIYIIEeHMIO He NpuKakellb. 1 oHa
IIeBeJIbHY/IACh TIOJ HUM, M ONITh 60yb oTcTymia. Temy
CTaJI0 UCTOMHO.

— Eciut TBI, TBaph, OyAelb MHE MeIlaTh...

DTO OTPe3BWJIO U UCHyTalo ee. [puMep CuUIbHEe yTo-
MIAJT CKaJIbIIeNTb, M3-TI0[ HEro OpbI3HY/IA KPOBb, U ee Jep-
HYJIO, KaK Ha 3JIEKTPUUYECKOM CTyJIe, MCTOMA BhIILIA CTO-
HoM, I'pumMep B3sI cpasy OBa KBajapaTa, M 3Ta TPOiiHas
60s1b... CTOH Iepeliies B KpUK... DTO yKe ynobHee, KOraa
MalMeHT TOJIbKO B 60/, OH He MellaeT Tebe XoTs ObI TeM,
YTO He OyMaeT M He ollyliaeT Te6s, a I'pumMepy HYKHO
OBbUIO CEroIHS TOJIbKO HeMellaloliee Teso... U ele riy6sxke
M IIMpe CKajablleldb 'pumepa BIOW/ICS B IUIOTh... 3[€Ch
HAUMHAIOTCS YMCTO MpodeccroHalIbHbIe Bell, a OHU HU-
KOTJa HMKOMY He ObUIM MHTEpEeCHbI, B HUX, KpoMe 6o,
MIPUBBIYKY, sipocTy ['prMepa, caMOBHYIIIEHHO YBEpEeHHO-
CTH, YTO OH yCIleeT, Huuero 6osblie HeT. Jla M CTOUT Jin
CTOSITh HajJ 3TUMM OBYMSI COIO3HMKAMM, MMs IepBOi —
COIPOTUBJIEHNME 0O/, @ BTOPOrO — IIpUYMHEHME 607,
OoHM 06a MOayYaT MHOTOe, KOHEUHO, B Cjaydyae YOauu...
BepHemcs yuiiie Ha yIUIY U ITOCTIOUM 3a TOiA, Y KOTOPOit
3Ta yaua HAYero He M3MeHuT B sku3Hu. OHa 6yIeT Tak ke
KOpMUTh ['puMepa 1 KIaTh ero, rjiayva OT JII0OBU U JKaJio-
CTY K HEMY U ero 6@CCMbICTIEHHBIM MIEesIM.

XV

y3a uaeT Ha pabory.
CMOTpPM HE CMOTPU CBEPXY, Thl HE PasIVISIAUIID ee
B JIOK7e U TymaHe. 3aTo Teb6st My3a MOKeT YBUAETD,
€C/IM MbIC/TY BBIJAIOT Te6s ¢ ToyoBoii. Baen 3a I'pvMepom
BBEPX JBIKETCSI OHA, ee paboTa UyTh HIKE MeCTa, T/Ie I10-
sasuicst deux ex machina, ¥ ce3bl TEKYT y Hee IO JILITY,
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IIOTOMY UTO cejfuac, UyBCTByeT OHa, ['puMep yke paboTaeT
U YoKe He OCTaHOBUTD IBMKEHMS, YoKe KPYTSTCS Kojleca Ba-
TOHA, CTPOHYTOrO C MecTa TaMOXeHHMKOM, a UCTUHHEeN —
€ro CCOpO¥, U 3TU KoJieca MOBUCIM HAJl IBYMSI CTaTbHbBIMU
CTpeiaMi M CKOPO KOCHYTCSI UX, ¥ TIOKATUTCS OH, HArOHSIS B
IyTU COCTaB, KOTOPBI ABVKETCS MOJ, YKJIOH, IIOTOMY YTO
BpeMsI BeUHO JIBVDKETCSI MO, YKJIOH.

Kak yxe MHa’ 1oropma, MOKOb IUVIOTHEE, KeCT4e, Kak
OyITO TOHKME MabIbl BIMBAIOTCS B IIJIAIl, HE IMPOKAaJIbI-
Basl ero, HO BIAB/IMBAsICh B TeJO, PABHOMAYIIHO U CUJIb-
HO, — Tak TamoxeHHMK ocmarpuBan CoTyw. [oXIb
OBICTPO CMBIBAET CJIE3bI, M OISTH IJ1a3a BUAST SICHO, U TY-
MaHHbBI MUP B JIOXK]IE ChIP U MPeKpaceH.

Mys3a BXOIUT B ABEPb U JIOBUT cebs Ha TOM, UTO OIISITh
3a06bl1a, YTO €if CeromHsl HaJo CeNaTh, M TaK ObIBAaeT ya-
cTO B mocaegHee Bpems. OHa IMOYTH He IIOMHUT O pabore.
A xorma-To et 6bII0 TPYIHO MPENCTaBUTD Jaske, YTO OHA
MOKET 3a0bITh OuepemHoe 3aganye. OHa crielmmia K 9STUM
IBEPSIM, TOPOMWIACh HaXXaTh KHOMNKM JM(Ta, Becesena
IIPY MBIC/IU, YTO CSIET 3a CBOI CTO. YTONMUT K/IaBUII BU-
eo3arnmcu n...

— UYto y Bac cerogHs? — UPEKTOp CIIPOCUJI €€ UyThb
pasapaskeHHO.

Ona rocMoTpesia Ha ce6s1, Ha yachl. Her, Bce B mopsii-
Ke, — 3HAUMT, 9TO OH caM 1o cebe. CmentHo. BeuepoM oHa
MoOTJ1a cKasaTh ABa ciaoBa ['pumepy o [Iupexrtope, u TOMY
3aBTpa CMeHWIM ObI MMSI Ha HOMEp, a TO U BOBCE MAEJ0
MOIJIO AOMTH 10 YX0Aa.

Mysa HMKOTAa He MO/Ib30Bajach CBOMM MMEHEeM, ApPY-
Tie — YacTo U elle pagoBaaMCh CBOEI BIACTH, Kak OyaTo
caMM TaK ke He ObLIM 3aBUCUMBI OT TaMOKEHHMKA, Y HU-
KOTJla He MOTJIM MOHSTh «3a UTO», KOT[a IIPUXOaNI UX Je-
pen. Mysa He TOPOIISICh TTOCMOTpesia Ha mynbT. [lociegHsis
nepegayva «beccMepTHBIX».
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— ByzneTte cMOTpeTh O[fHA U TTIOCTAaBUTE CBOI 3HAK.

Ara, BOT ¥ IpuumuHa: 6outcs. A yero 6outcsi? To ke
He TiepBas Iepenava. YTo-To u3meHuaoch B 'opome? Hy
OH-TO OTKyja 3To 3HaeT? Hwukakoit mHopmaimm HU
y Koro HeT. MHbopMalmu HET, HO... BOT B 3TOM «HO» —
BCS pasrajgka, u IupekTop yXe 4uyBCTByeT. Hy u 4yepT
C HUM, IyCcTh 60uTcs. Ha ypoBHe [IupekTopa y Hee He 6Gbl-
JIO TpobjieM ¥ He ObLIO HMKAaKMX COMHeHMit. Bce, uTo
MOTJIO CTYYUTHCS, MOIJIO CIYUYUTHCST TOJIBKO ¢ ['puMepom,
CJleloBaTeNIbHO, U C Heli, HO He T10 TTIOBOAY HeyJauHoii Iie-
penaumn.

Xvi

JIaBUII BHU3; TPeTWUil, NeBsTbli, BTOpoi. U cpasy
peub: «HanmomuHaeM copepskaHue IMpenbIaylinii ce-
puii.

B ogHOM M3 paiioHOB MMpa, OTOPBAHHOM OT OCHOBHOTO
KOHTMHEHTa, BeccmepThbe cTano HOpMoit 1 (HOPMOIT SKU3HM.
Pemennem I'maBHoro CoBeTa perieHo ObUIO COXPAHUTH KO-
JIMYEeCTBO HaceleHMs B Ipelenax OecsiTU ThICSY YelOoBeK.
Bcex skeHIIVH, CTIOCOOHBIX POKATh, YHUUTOKWIN. OCTaTUCh
Te, KTO GOJTbIIIe HUKOTA He TIOMBIIIIISUT O TPEXe, MeCSITh Thl-
CsT4 6eCCMEPTHBIX CTAU KUTh, HACTAKIASICh TEM, UTO ObIIO
CO3[aHO MMM U UTO OKPYKayo MX. Tak MpOILIO HEeCKOIbKO
cToneTtuii. I BOT JItogy MIOHSUIA, YTO OHU YPOZJIUBBI, CTAPbI,
6e300pas3HbI; CJIAObI, UYTOBUIIHBI ¥ 6ECCMBICIIEHHbI UX SKU3-
HU. U pemennem ['maBHoro CoBeTa GbIIO pellleHO 3a CYeT
TTOGPOBOJIBIIEB, COTIACUMBIIIMXCS YIATM U3 SKU3HU, OCBOGOIUTD
MeCTO HOBOMY TTOKOJIEHUIO, [IPOM3BECTY Ha CBET boxkuii fe-
Te, YTOOBI JKM3Hb CIBUHYJIACh C MEPTBOI TOUKMN.

U, o uymo, B caMOM TJTyXOM MeCTe pajioHa Oblia 0OHa-
PYy’KeHa [eBO4YKa, caMas IOoCAeIHssI B ceMbe. Bce cemeii-
CTBO yMepJjio, M OHa Xujaa omHa. Eif 6bLIO JIeT IIecTHa-
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nuaTth. He oIHO mOKo/IeHMe pofa OXPaHsuIo 3TOT KPOXOT-
HBII1 pydeek sKM3HU, MUHYS CIIMCKU, MUHYST 6eCCMepPTHBIX
HabOmomaTesneit. I oHa 6blyla HaiimeHa M IMpuBeJeHa Ha
Cogert. Eit 00bsicHIIN, 3aUeM OHa Hy>kHa. KakoBbI ee 00s1-
3aHHOCTU. Eji mokasanu Buaeo3amnuch, Kak OHAa JOJDKHA
Obl1a BecTy cebsi. M oHa MOYYBCTBOBAjIA B cebe kelaHMe.
U 6butM BBIZENIEHBI JECSITh CaMbIX MOJIOJBIX GeccMepT-
HBIX, B BO3pacTe MPUMEPHO 10 ThICSIYM JIET».

BeTynuTenbHbI TeKCT KOHUWICS. My3sa OCTaHOBUIIA
3aInCh.

IMpocTyyana CBOJ 3HAK OBICTPO ¥ IPUBBIYHO, 3aTEM
3HaK XpaHW/IMIA, 3aTeM 3HaK coeauHeHus. ['oroBo. Ha
ITy/IbTe 3aKIJIaCh 3e/IeHas JlaMIa.

3aBTpa 3Ty cepuio yBUAUT BeCb ['Opog,

Umncra u 3anuch? Bee ji CMOHTUPOBAHO MMPaBUIBbHO?
OpHaskbl 6bUT Takoii cmydait. B «<BeccMepTHBIX» BMOHTHU-
pOBaJiM XpOHMUKY BbIOOpa [71aBHOI maphl... YXOH, ObLI
Ha3HaueH cpa3y BceM My3uHbIM Kosiieram. Ilocsie sToro
6bUI0 GosbIlIOe TIepenBIsKeHMe. W Tonbko ee, My3bl, He
KOCHYJIUCh U 9TOT YXO[I, U 9TO TepenByokenne. OHa Oblia
napoii ['pumepa, y Hee 6bII0 UMSIL.

BHumaHue.

IMepen Heit BbIpocau moau. OHM GBIV TPUSTHBI HA
BU[, TAKMX OfeX] He Hocuiu B Topoge.

U 6bu1 cympak. U 6b11 vac. Jlerkue, Gesble, JIbIOLIVECS
OIeKNIbl OBV CBaJieHbl B Kydy. Bce BCTamu, CrpyouIuCh,
Tea JoAei ObLIM TOIIM, ApsIO/bl, 6e306pasHbl, HO UMCTO
BBIMBITHI, ¥ OT HMX TAXJI0 MPUSITHO. Tesa TaBHO 06JIbICEIH,
BCe GbIIO KaK Y MJIaJIEHIIEB: HAPYKy, HEBMHHO, O6ecriono. U
ke B CyMpake, BUIS 3TO, 6bIJIO CTPAITHO ¥ TOPHKO 3a Ye-
joBeka. U Obuta OHAa. U jiemia oHa, KpacuBasi, HEKHas,
IOHA4I...

U oTKpbLIa HOTM CBOM U MOZHSIA pyOaxy, MOXOKYI0 Ha
pyb6axy skeHIIMHBI U3 ['opoma. «3aueM 9T0? — IomyMasa

83



Mysa. — U Tak Bce MOHSITHO. JTO JuiiHee». OHa OCTaHO-
BMJIA 3aIMCh. BoIpesasna py6axy.

OmnaThb KOblo My>KurH. U oHa.

U, onupasice Ha MOCOX, NOJOLIeN OOUH. Y B3gporHysa
OHa ¥ TIOBEPHYJIach K HeMYy, U MPOTsAHY/Aa pyku. OH MOTpPO-
raJ TOCOXOM ee PYKU, TIJIeuH, TPyAb, SKUBOT U oTolies. OHa
oKasack. [logonu ocTajibHble — ONMMpPasiCh Ha MOCOXU, U
BIPYT, OTOPOCUB MX, YIIAIM Ha HEE BCE BMECTe, pa3oM, Kop-
Yyach M U3BUBASICh. M1 TYT KOHUMJICSI CYMpaK M OCJIENWIO
BCEX CBETOM SIPKO M OelieHo. Y mepecTany GbITh Teja I0-
JIYCMYTHBI, ¥ BCIIBIXHYJ/IA CHaJyajia ee po30Basi Kosxa, a Iio-
TOM U UX TeJIa KeJITble, UCCOXIIINe, UCTIellpeHHbIe CUHUMU
KWIaMH, ¥ CMeIIaioch 3TO YyLOBMILE, 3aBepTeoch, 3a-
CTOHAJIO.

My3a mocMoTpesia Ha MIKalTy: IecsiTb OaJUIOB OTBpa-
EeHU K MHOM XMU3HU. JJOBOJIBHO, — 3TO IOYTHU IIpener,
KaKOolt MOXeT BbIHECTH YeJIOBEK.

UYynoBuiie CTOHAIO, KOPUMIOCh — TaK 4epBU, 06IennB
CBEXYI0 KOCTb, CIIeIIaT, KOMOUIaTCs, M3BUBAOTCS.

Ho ctpenka 3agposkasia ¥ MMOIoJi3ia 3a KpacHyI0 4epTy K
OIMHHAAATH... My3a OCTaHOBW/IA 3alMCh. 3aKpblia JIULO
pykamu. OHa 1akana: «He xouy 6eccMepTusi, He Xouy, He
xouy. ['ocrioay, Kakoe c4acTbe, UTO eCThb IeHb YX0/a, Kakoe
cyacTbe, YTO BCe 3TO KOHYAETCs, KaKoe CYacTbe, YTO Moe
TeJI0 MOJIOJIO, UTO SI MOTY BUJIETh Ce0s1 U JIIOOUTD cebsl...»

Ho Hamo 6buto mpomosmkath paboty. Eit ctamo skamko
TeX, KTO OyeT CMOTpeTh CerOAHSIIHIOn ceputo. OHaA BbI-
pe3asa 4yacTb 3anucu. YCIIOKOMIACh. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO
pa6ota. Co cBoeit 3amaueit Mysa cripaBuiach. Hacumms He
OBIJIO, OHA 3TO CIejana UCKpeHHe, TOOPOBOIbHO. Kakmblii
IO/DKEH OBbITh YBEPEH — TO, UYTO OH JejaeT, JMbo Ipe-
KpacHo, aub6o crpaBeminBo. ChoemaHHoe e 6blio, Gec-
CIIOPHO, CIIpaBe/IMBO — IO KpaliHeil mMepe Tak Aymasia
My3a, KOTOpas cama Jenujaa KakIyl CLeHy, KaKIbli
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SKECT ¥ 3HaJIa CeKpeT BO3AENMCTBUS U IIPUeMbI YOeKIeHMs,
U Bce Xe OHa 6GblIa cejfuac yOekmeHa B CIIPaBeIMBOCTHU
CBOeil paboThl U IJIsT Hee GbLIO MCTUHOM, UTO Geccmep-
THE — KOIIYHCTBO.

IpaBga JuiIb TO, BO YTO MbI BEpUM, Jaske €C/IM MbI
BCETrO JIVIIb IPUIYMaIu 3Ty MPaBmy.

Ona npuaoxwuia JafoOHM K IekaM, HacyxO BbITepia
C1e3bpl M ONIATH BKIKOUMiIa 3anuch. [loxkanyii, sTa cepus
JIydIasi, IpeabIayle OaBaiu He 6Goyiee Tpex-uyeThIpex
6a/u10B oMep3eHus... A 910 npenen. OHa yke TOYTU He
CMOTpe/ia AYLIOi Ha HEeNOABVDKHOE pacTep3aHHOe Teso
IIeBOYKM, Ha BaISIONIMECS BOKPYT CKpIOYEHHbIe OecIio-
MOIIIHbIE CKeJIeThbI, OOTSIHYThIE JKeJITOl KOKel, 0Ha CMOT-
pena mpodeccuonanbHo. OHM OCTAHYTCS JKUBBI, 3TU CTa-
puku. Pesynbrar 3TOV CBaJKM — MEP30CThb, TOTOMY 4YTO
OHM JABHO IepecTany 6bITh CIIOCOOHBI UCTOPTHYTh CEMSI U
OMOJIOOUTD XM3Hb. My3a ocMoTpesnia Ha MHOMUKATOP: Bce
Te JXe OAMHHAIIATb 6a//IOB. BeIpe3asa CKOPUEHHOTO CTa-
pMKa, BAJISIOIIErocs C 3allpOKMHYTOM, 3aJpaHHOl BBepX
TOJIOBO1, C 6eTbMOM Ha JIeBOM TIJ1a3y, CKMMAIOIIEro KoK
PBIKMX BOJIOC CMHe pyKoit. UyTh ybaBuia CBeT, TpOBEPU-
Jla 1o uHAuKatopy. TouHo HmecATh 6a/u10B. OCTaTOYHO.
Xopomas pabora, gaxke ygauHasi. Ecim 6 oHa He 6bu1a My-
3011, MOXXHO GbLIO OBI M KOATh MOOIIpeHMs. A Tak OHa
BbIIIIe BCEX BO3MOKHBIX (DOPM ITOOLIPEHNST — Y Hee UMSL.

IIpoBepmsia KOHTPOIbHBIX 3pUTeeii. [1eBITb — OOUH-
HaaaTth 6autoB. HopMa. T'opop, ceromus elie pas yoeauT-
Cs1 B TYMAHHOCTM CBOEro 3akoHa. YXon — Bbiciias dopma
cripaBegMBocTy. Kak pasymHa sta Mepa. S gymaro, ecin
6 KakIObIii Tak ke ObLT YOeKIeH B COBEpIIEHCTBE U pa-
3YMHOCTM MUPA, KOTOPBII €ro OKpykaeT, CKOIbKO ObI ¥C-
TUHHOTO CYACThsI UCTIBITAJ 32 CBOIO KM3Hb.
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Xvii

BOT Bemmkuii I'pyMep MOXKeT BITOJIHEe 000MTUCH U 6e3

WUTIO3UI. DTO TOJIBKO MUKPOOY, KMBYILIEMY B KpaTe-

pe IeiiCTBYIOLIEro By/IKaHa, HY)KHO BOOGPakaTh, UTO
OH B paio, 1abbl BIKUTH, a Benukuit I'pumep, Ha060pOT,
yTOOBI HE OBUIO CKYYHO, MHOTHA NOJKEH ITPUAYMBIBATH
cebe pasBiieueHMe, KOBBIPSISI B HOCY, Jieska Ha ITOCTeNH,
YTOOBI YYBCTBOBATH Cebst Kak Bce. Ho He ceronmHst — cero-
IHS eMy He 0 CKyKM, OH 3aKOHUYMJI CBOIO Iapy, BIIOJIHE
IIOBOJIEH paboToit ¥ B CBOeM 61aroLylInu cCOBCeM 3a0bLT O
ccope ¢ TaMOXXeHHMKOM, KOTOpasi B [elCTBUTENbHOCTU
ObUIA IyCTSYHOM, Ia ¥ Yero MeXOy APY3bsIMM He GbIBaerT.
Hamo ckasath, 0b6a 00s13aHbI IPyT APYTY: OOVH B CBOE
BpeMs clesias Apyroro TaMoskeHHMKOM, a TOT, APYTOii, B
CBOIO OYepefpb, caenan caenasiiero ero Benvukum I'pume-
pom. IlounTaii, Kak JeT gecsiTb OHU BOT TaK U BeAYT 3TOT
T'opon, nomoras oaguH gpyromy. Ho, cripaBegjiMBo cumTa-
10T B ['opojie, camast Kperkasi Jilo00Bb — KOPOTKasi; caMast
MpoyHasl IpyXOa, KOTopasi BOBpeMsi KOHUaercs. Tak-To
OHO Tak, Ho Apyxk6a Coroit U My3bl — 3TO ee YacTHOe Jie-
J10, a BOT Benukoro u TamokeHHUKa — TYT APYTOii KOJIEH-
KOp: OT TOro, Kak y Hux, mokoi ['opona 3aBucut. Ho Bce
JIIOAV, BCE MPBITAlOT. A kajab. Xopolo, ecyin 6 TamoskeH-
HUK ¥ Benukuit He TIpbIraiyu, a Kak-HMUOYIb ITOMEPTBEE,
yTo Jiu, 6buTH. IToMepTBee? Hy He momepTBee, Tak becue-
JIOBEUHee, YTO Jin?

VBbI, Ha JT106071 JIMHUY, C JTI0OBIM MUMEHEM, BHYTPU He
repecTaeT CyIleCTBOBaTb YelOBeYeK, OaKe ecaM OH U
HeBuaIuM. U B 9TOM BCS npuunHa? Moxert, 1 Opyrasi, HO
9TO MOKA He MOero MMcbMa Aeno.

Ceituac 6b1, HaBepHOe, TaMOXKeHHMKOB UeJIOBEYEK ve-
JIOBEUKY Benmkoro ropsio reperpsis, eciu 6 UMCIMINCh
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OHU B IpeJienax Aaxe IEPBOM COTHU. A Tak — HaKaHYyHe
3aBTpallHero Bbibopa I'71aBHOV mapsel, Ipas3aHys ¢ Bemn-
KMM OKOHYaHMe ero caMoJi yAa4yHoii onepauum (Bedpb 3TO
TOJIbKO TIOIYMaTh: CTEIIeHb ITOJ00MSI — MUHYC HOJIb U TPU
COTBIX — TAKOTO0, MOXKaIyl, Y HETO 3a BCe BpeMs pabOThI
He 6b110. [Taske y TaMOKEHHMKA 3Ta CTEMEHb TOJIBKO UYTh
Bbllle). Tak BOT, pa3 TaK yAAYHO CIOXKUINUCH IOCIeqHNe
IHU y Belmkoro n — xopominii pesyibTaT, a Ajasi Mactepa
pe3yabTaT He TMOC/IeTHSS Belllb, 3TO Tebe U 1ieilb, U 1ep-
CIIeKTUBA, U ABVDKEHMeE, Thl AyMaelilb, TaMosKeHHUK 30J1 U
HeINPUBETIUB WM, YTO OJHO U TO Ke OJIs YMHOTO IJasa,
MIPUTBOPHO MSTOK M MWJI — TO OIIMOAellbCs, HA CEro-
IHSITHWI Beuep TaMOKeHHUK yoenyut ce6st (3TO He Kax-
IIOMY JOCTYITHO), UTO Gyivske BeMkoro u apyseit HeT, 4To
ucTtuHHAs npasga. U uro toT caenan TamoxxkeHHuka Ta-
MOKEHHMKOM (UTO CIIpaBedIMBO ToXe). VI 4TO 9TOT 4eno-
BEK eMy MWI U NIpUSITEH B CBOeN ypade u B mmpoTte. Hy
Bor ¢ HUMM, C OyCTSIKAMM PacXOKAEHMI, KOTOpbIe Cero-
IHS TpusaTHb TaMOXXeHHMKY, KaK MPUBbIUHbIE KOMHATa U
Kpecsia, cafl, B KOTOPOM MOXKHO B JII060M BBIOOpE NaBUTh
NTULI, eAUHCTBeHHbIe B Topone — naske y TamoxkeHHMKa
3TOTO HET — KapTUHBI, HA KOTOPbIX MHOXXECTBO Pa3HbIX
JIUI], ¥ KOTOpbIe, KOHEUHO, MHTEPECHBI M OMAaCHBI CBOEN
HeroxoxkecTbio. I maxke TaMOKeHHMK, OOSIIIMIICSI COMHe-
HMUSI KaK OTHSI, HUKOTa Ob He TTOBeCUJI UX y cebsl. YV Kaxk-
IIOTO B IOMe MHOTO KapTMH U TIOPTPETOB, U Ha BCeX Bapu-
anTel Ob6pasiia — cups, cTos, Jiexka, Ha bery, B dac, rmpo-
¢dunb, cBepXy M COOKY, ¥ KaKUX TOJbKO HET, U B OKPYKe-
HUM JINII, aHAJIOTMYHBIX O6pasily, HO C COOTBETCTBEHHbI-
MU CcTernmeHSIMM 1ofo6us. ONBITHOMY IJ1a3y He CTOUT U
Tpy[a ompenenuTb, KTO — KTO. A Kaxablil rina3 B ['opoze
B 9TOM CMbIC/Ie MpodeccuoHaieH... B obiieM, 4To Tam
TOBOPUTb — TIPUSITHO, IPUBBIYHO, YIOTHO, YHIOOHO, CBO-
60nH0 TamMokeHHUKY ¢ Benukum! YI06HO, IPUSITHO, CBO-
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60[HO, TIOBTOPSIET OH caM Mpo ce6s cHavasia, a MOTOM
HACTOJIbKO HauMHaeT OLIYIIATh 3TO, YTO JaXKe IepectaeT
dymams Tak, a HaUYMHAET TaK Mums. Bce eMy HpaBUTCS
B Besimkom, ero pyku, pyku MacTepa, HeTOPOIUIMBAsI peyb,
€ro CMeIllHO paccKka3 O TOM, KaK ero Iapa, CerogHs yBu-
IeB ApYT Ipyra Tocje TocjiefHero ceaHca, pacrjiakanach
¥ OHM GPOCMIIMCH OT CYACTbsl APYT APYTY Ha IIelo, a yke
MOC/IeJHYE TISITh JIET OHM HU Pa3y He OOHUMAJIU IPYT ApPY-
ra. Y BOpyr — oIsITh JIIOOOBb BEPHYJIACh, ¥ 3TO HE MpPU-
TBOPCTBO, a pyKOTBOPHAsI JT1000Bb. VI He Beuep 1151 060UX,
a UTO-TO BpOAE KapHaBajaa, TUXOTO, 3aMeIJIeHHOrO,
¢ deiiepBepKamMi, MackaMy — He3aTeMIMBBIMY, MUJTBIMMA,
cMmewHbiMU. U Korga TaMoskeHHMK HanloMMHaeT Benmko-
MY UX CCOPY, TOT CMEETCS U ake IjlaveT, — Kak ke OHU
[JTyTIbl B 3TOM KOPOTKOWM >KM3HU, YTO MOTYT CCOPUTHCS,
XOTSI, MOXET, ¥ 3TO HYKHO. Bce Hy>XKHO, U BCe MOXHO,
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YeJIOBeYeCKue 3MOLMU U OBUTAIOT U
TBOPSIT MUCTOpUIO. XOTS Kakas TaM McTopusi. Benb oHU
3HAIOT, Yero CTOSAT 3TM KyKJbI, KOTOpbIe TOJBKO BOOGpa-
sKaroT ce6st mogbMu. OHY TIPBITAIOT, BEPTSITCS, 3aBUCST OT
repeMeHbl HOMepOB U MecTa B ['opoge. A u mecTa u Tie-
peMeHa HOMepOB — BO BjacTu TaMoskeHHMKaA U Benukoro,
a 6ostbllle Be[lb ¥ HET HUYEro y 3TUX KYKOJI. [la, TOBOPUT
TaMoskeHHUK, SMOLIMM — 3TO XOPOIIIO, U, MOKET, AaXe TO,
YTO MbI MOKEM T'OBOPUTH 00 3TOM, TOXKE Ha JOpOre He
BasisieTcs. [loBepue — BOT CMBIC SKU3HU, a B 9TOM 'opone
TOJIBKO MBI MOXEM TOBOPUTb BCE Apyr Apyry. U cam Ta-
MOXXeHHMK BEPUT B TO, YTO TOBOPUT, M CaM ITOpaskeH CBO-
MM OTKpbITMEM. VI 06a MOBOJIbHBI BOT 3TUM HPUSITHBIM
BeuepoM, KakMx y HUX BIlepeay elle 0-0-0... A UTO ccopa
TIOMOTaeT U KaTaJu3upyeT OTHOIIEHUS, 3TO HAZ0 yUeCTb.
JTo U pasoblieHue, ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO ITOBOJ, MCITBITATh
Ipyr npyra B moBepuu. TOMBKO JaBaii, pemarwT 06a, ciy-
YNMCh YTO, HE TAaUTb CTOJbKO BpeMeHU B cebe, TOBOPUTH
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06 aTOM cpasy. M TYyT IBe HeXKHbIe OYIIM He BbIOePKMBa-
10T ¥ o6HMMapTcsga. O 3aBTpallHeM Beuyepe IOUTH He To-
BODSIT, J1a U Yero rOBOPUTb — ClieHapuii HalucaH, poJn
pacnpefeneHbl, UUTIOCTPATOPbl MOKAKYT TO, UTO HAJO,
Iaske eciu 3To OyeTr He Tak. Y3K CKOJIbKO JIeT 6e3 0CEeUKM.

— A Ko MHe ckopo 6aba mpupeT, — coobmiaet Benu-
KU,

W 9TO MOSKHO, 10 YeTr0 Y HMX BCe ITPOCTO.

— A g KaK Bcerja, — oTBedyaeT TaMOXeHHUK.

W 3TO MOXHO, IIOTOMY UYTO KasKAbIii KaskIOMY T'OTOB
TTOC/IEAHIO0 MBICJIMIIIKY Ha CBET BOsKMIT BRITAIIUTD.

W korpma Benmkwmii pacckasbIiBaeT, Kak ero HoBasi 6aba
IPOKUT M KaK OHA 3aKyChIBAeT 3y0amy ITOKPBIBAIO, UTOOBI
He pasopaThbCsl, BCe-TaKM Ipy BeymKkoM HempuInM4HO, —
TaMOKEHHMK CITpaIIMBAET PaspelIeHnst, YTOObI OCTAThCS U
nocMoTpeThb. M Benukuii JOBOJIEH: KOHEUHO, 3TO AaXKe OCT-
pee. OHM 3HAIOT, a OHA HeT... TouHo: 06a Takoro Beuepa 3a
BCIO XM3Hb He MMeJIi, cYacT/IuBee BABOEM, TIOKaIyi, 1 He
ObLIM, BCE-TAKM MYXKCKasl Ipy>KOa HM C UeM He CpaBHMMA.
TamMoskeHHMK UIeT B COCeHIOI KOMHATY, Tlauya U He CThI-
IISICh CBOMX cJ1e3, a 6emHast CTO ¢ UeM-TO Ha AOKIEe IMPOCTO-
sUTa Jac, TIoKa Hallla rapa ybexmanach B 00IIei mpexkHeid,
HeM30bIBHOI, BEUHOIi, BEPHOI MpMBSI3aHHOCTM. W Bolia
OHa, IMpoMep31lias, ApoXkalasi, xojaoaHas. M cBeT He rora-
cun Benukuii, a, pa3zeB, cTaja pa3MUHATh BClO, Kak Macca-
SKUCT, ¥ Pa3orpesi ee TeJlo, a BOT AYIy He OoTorpei... YyTh
Iposkayia ¥ CTOHaJIa OHa... Ho, KOHeuHo, Tak, uTo6bI Bem-
KOMY yTOJIUTh, BCe-TaK/ OH UeJIOBEK eIVHCTBEHHbI U He-
O06GBIKHOBEHHBI, HO TOJIBKO TaK, YMOM CTOHAjIa OHa... Jlaske
TaMOXXeHHMK 3TO TIOHSII M VIlles, He MOXWUAAsiCh KOHIIA,
OpyruM Xomom. Jla u IoroBOpwInCh OHU, UYTO OH YigeT...
Illen 1, 3a6bIB O JEBKe, TUIAKAI, ¥ MOKIb CIMBAJICS C €ro
cjlesamMi, U Mafaa Ha YepHbIit TPaHUT, U CTeKasl 110 Hes3a-
MeTHOMY IJIa3y HaKJIOHY B KaHaJI.



Xvin

0 Topa yXe ObLIO BBIKPYUMBATBCS U3 COCTOSIHMS

HEeXHOCTU K Benmkomy. He Tak-TO MPOCTO B MTHO-

BeHbe C/les1aTh 3TO. DTO Tebe He CKOPOCTH MepeKIio-
ynTh. [Tokasyii, eme u B oM TaMOKeHHUK BOIIIe, JT100sT
Benmkoro. Y Ha KpoBaTh, He pa3feBasiCh, IIPUJIET, JTI00S,
U TIOJ, OesIo 3ajies, JII0Osl. A BOT yKe IIOTOM BpoOfe Kak
661 1 oTONUIO. M1 OTUMXOHEUKY OTHOILIeHMe, Kak Tesera
6e3 JIoImaay C TOpbl, IOMOJI3JI0 BHU3 CHavYaa MeJJIeHHO,
a TOTOM Bce ObicTpee. V1 OnsITh MBIC/Tb, KOTOPOH, KOTa
OH cuien y Benukoro, 1 B moMuHe He 6bUIO, OTKYJA-TO
U3 NBOVHOV CTEHKM BIIOJ371a U BeChb MO3T 3aIlOJHUIIA,
XOJIONHBIN, TOYHBIN, GbICTphIi. [lapa roroBa. I'pumep
chenan ayylle, 4yeM OH Ipepnosaran. Mysa, KaxeTcs,
TOXe MoBepuiIa B ygauy, yBuaes Corbix. UmmocTpaTopbl
3aMeHeHbl. 3aJI TOTOB. Y KaHAMIATOB Benukoro y 6a6bl
[IOJ, NIPaBbIM YXOM €e[1Ba 3aMeTHBIV LIpaMm, KOTOPHIA B
yBeIMYEeHUM OYAEeT OrpoMeH. BBIMOJHMBIIEMY IIpam
npousBeneH Yxon. Bemukuit mwobut TamoxkeHHUKa. Y
HMUX camble OOOpble OTHOIIEHUS 32 BeCh UX IEPUOL
CTyskObI. DTO MMo3UTMB. HO Benmukuit — Bce-Taku Benn-
Kuit. I ero MrHOBEHHAsI peakUys] MOXKeT ObITb HEOXM-
naHHOV. [lpenmosioxum, ciay4yaitHO, TMPOBEpSiS WILIIO-
CTPaTOpOB, OH y3HaeT 06 ux 3aMeHe? Takoe HEBO3MOXK-
HO. ITocite ceroHSIIHET0 Beuepa OH BPSA U 3aBTpa Oy-
IleT paHbllle, YeM 3a MITh MUHYT IO Havaaa, Kak 3TO fAe-
JlaJl BCe MoC/iefHe TSATh JieT. Hago e, MpUroaunach u
IleBKa, KOTOPYI0 HeJaBHO Halleg TaMokeHHUK Bennko-
My.

— Kak 3a6aBHO, — yXMbUIbHY/ICS TaMOXEHHUK, — S
Mor ObI TOKJISICTHCSI, YTO BIIKY €e B IepBbIit pa3. Hago ke,
KakK ympaBsjsieM 4eoBedeCKuii Mo3r. M 4To camoe MHTe-
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pecHoe, Benukuii Toxke HpaBuUTCS eil. I MoxeT, maxe
60JIbIlIe, HO OHA YEJIOBEK UeCTU M pa3 BEPHOCTh obelaa
nepsomMy TaMOKeHHUKY, TO...

He oueHb-TO 3a6ykgaeTcs TaMOXKEHHMK HAaCUYET UX
BEpPHOCTH. Brio/siHe oHa MOKET C TaKoil ke y6eskIeHHO-
CThIO pacckasaThb BelMKOMY, UTO OHa €ro JIOUT CUJb-
Hee, CIe[IOBATeNbHO... A 4TO cienoBaTe/ibHO? To, YTO OH
ee 3HAeT, eCTeCTBeHHO — 6aby Bemukoro TaMOKeHHUK
T10 TO/DKHOCTM 00sI3aH 3HATh. A UTO OHA CJIeNUT 3a Benu-
KuUM, TyT TaMOkeHHUK HU Tipu 4yeM. IIpocTo oHU HOenu-
JIUCh BITeUaT/JIEeHUSIMM, BOCXUILASICh YMEHbEM U B 3TOM
Benukoro. M Bce-TakM 3aBTpa yTPOM ee Haao OyAer
B3Th. U mpexxme Yxoma caenarh Tak, YTOObI OHA, TOMU-
MO JoJiTa, cKa3aja BCe ellle M OT 6oiu. JTo moybemm-
TelbHee. [leBKa YyBCTBeHHas, 3HAUUT, CKa>KeT BCe, UTO
Hazo. Ho BOT Bech sin 310 Heratus? HeT. Bce BO3MOXKHO.
Bce. Benukuit He 3psi HOMep BTOPOJ, TO €CTb HA CaMOM
nejie TOXe TMepBblif, Kak ¥ TaMOXXKeHHUK, a 3TO He TOJbKO
npodeccust U gap — 3TO elle U auIioMarust. I Mrao-
BEHHOCTb, ¥ HEOXUAAHHOCTD peakiinit. ToabKko OHU ceii-
yac TaM, I/ie-TO BHYTPM, CIIpSATaHbl 32 IBOWHBIMU CTe-
HaMM 3a HEHaJoOHOCTbIO, HO TMpUAET Yac H... HykHO
ObITb TOTOBBIM KO BCEMY, HO CHIeJIaThb BCE BO3MOSKHOE,
yTOOBI HEe MPOM3OILIO HU OJHON Hakiamku. Ho papo-
BaTbhCS, PaCcCyKIaTh O MOBOAY XOPOIIIEeT0 MCX0/1a MOKHO
TOJIbKO T0c/Ie Yxo/ia Benukoro, a [ijit 9TOT0O TOXe Hy>KeH
noBoj. Brpouem, sTo geno Komuccuu. [Ipencenarens —
TOT yraZbIBaeT MbICJIM Ha pacCTOSIHMMU. U ecsi TOMBKO
Bechbl KQUHYTCS B CTOpOHY TamMoOXXeHHMKa, ero yaiia Io-
MoJI3eT Aajblile aBToMaTmdecku. Xopowmwuii [Ipencena-
Tenb CHenaeT BCe, 4TO HaAo. A stort [Ipeacenarens OT-
JUYHBIA. TOBKO BOT ObI yamia TaMOXXeHHMKA He TTOIlIa
BHM3. A Kak oHa moiiget? OH xe He I'pumep, He menan
omepanuu. B kpajiHeM cjydae, OH OyaeT BO3MYIIEH U
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YIMBJIEH BMeCTe ¢ BelukuM. A 1ociie BUepaliHero Beve-
pa B Ayuly BeauMKOro M MbICAM MaJIEHBKOJ He 3aIioji-
3eT, — M3BUBASCh BCEM TEJIOM M JPOKa Pas3gBOEHHBIM
SI3BIKOM, — 4TO TaMOXeHHMK TMPUMHMMAA B 3TOM yua-
ctue. I'pumep momageTcs Ha 3TOT pa3 oauH. Hy magHo.
Korma Bce BapuaHThI pa3o6paHbl, MOXKHO M craTh. Ta-
MOSKEHHMK uepes TOJIOBY CHSIT pybaxy, CXOAWIT BHIMBIJICS,
pacTsHyJsics 6e3 IMOKPbIBaaa U GbICTPO 3acHY/. TOIBKO BO
CHe OH CKYJIMJI U BepTeJcs, Kak moburasi cobaka, Kak I1o-
JIypasgaBeHHas KOIIKa, U TIaKaJl, Y IPOCUJT IIPOIIEHMS,
HO 3TO Y)Ke BO CHe, a BO CHE UeJIOBEK He BJlafieeT CoOOii.
TaMOXeHHUK TOXe uejoBeK. VI pyKu ero ckumasiy IIo-
IYUIKY, M TEJO CUHEIO0, ¥ Ka3aloCh, KTO-TO AYIIUT Ta-
MOSKEHHMKA, HO OH BBIBEPTBIBAJICS U3 3TUX PYK, U OOPb-
6a mpopoJKanachk, M mobenbl He ObIJIO HM HA Ybeil CTO-
poHe.

XIX

0 Mo60Ky CHbI TaMOKEHHMKOB U UM ITOHOGHBIX —
ropa BCIIOMHUTD O TIPOCTOM 4YeJIoBeKe, KOTOPbIi Ki-
BeT B 9TOM l'opope, nbo mjiss TamoxkeHHMKa U Benn-
KOT0 — BCe JII0A MPOCThIe, KpOMe HUX, pa3yMeeTcs, a AJist
TamokeHHMKA, MOXKeT, 1 BeMkuit — IpoCToil YeoBeK.
Yro oHn? Kak oHu? 3T IpoCThie J0au?
A y HUX ceromiHsI 6ayT — 3TO pas.
A y HUX cerOfHS feHb BCTpeun — 3TO JiBa.
EnvHCTBEHHBII TeHDb B rOMy, MO0 B 3TOT IeHb OTKPBIT
3aJ1 Jloma, Tie OHM MOTYT GBITh BMECTE U TJie UM He CTpa-
IIeH TOKIOb, KOTOPBIN, UAS HE BPEMEHHO, a MOCTOSHHO,
TOHUT JIFOAEN CUJION CBOEN B SKMININA, a KUINIA Y3KU U
TECHBI, U HeTZe MTPOCTOMY UeJI0BeKYy YBUAETh BCEX Pa30M.
Urax...
A y HUX CerofHsI ITOUTHU YTO PAaBEHCTBO.
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N umena.

W HOMEDA.

Koyt nHs Beibopa, mHS BCTpeuu, OHS CBUIAHUS, THS,
KOTZja MOKHO U Cebs T0Ka3aTh, U JIF0/ieil IOCMOTPeTb.

Kak maHHbI HEGECHOVA.

U 310 pamocTHOe oxkupaHue OyitHO (1o moHSITUsAM [o-
pona, pasymeeTcsl) IPOSIB/SIETCS B TOM, Kak Me[JIEHHO U
YMHHO ABVDKYTCSI OHM I10 HaIlpaBJIeHuIo K Jlomy.

Hatb 661 M (haxesnbl B pyKM — HaJleskHbIe Takyue, 4TO-
6bI Ha HOXIe He racau. M mocmoTpeTsb 661 CBEPXY C BBICO-
Tbl [lomMa, Kak IOJN3yT MajleHbKue MepLarouiye OTHY,
CJIOBHO MypaBbM K MypaBelHMKY, Ha XOIM — rae oM
XpeT ux. Kak Becenbl OHM — MPOCTBIE JIIOAY, KaK Ipasj-
HUYHBI, KaK JIMKYIOT OHM. BBI6GOD — & 3TO 3HAUUT, U Y HUX
eCTb Hazlexkna. Beibop — a 3T0 3HAUUT, BBIOPAHHOI Mapoit
OyIyT CYACTIMBBI M OHM. A 3pesuiiie, UTO KAET UX T0Cie
Bri6opa...

VnyT oHM B MTOJIHOM JIMKYIOLEM MOTYaHbM, U pacraxu-
BalOTCSI BCe HOBBIE U HOBbIE IBEPY, €[1Ba JOCTUTAET UX Ille-
cTBMe. M KakoBa CIpaBeAIMBOCTb — BBIIIEIINVE TI0C/Te[-
HMMM [BVDKYTCSI TIEPBBIMM, a BbILIEUIME TEPBBIMU —
IBUKYTCS ITOCTeITHUMMY, UTOOBI He ObLIIO Iy TaHULIbI, TaBKMU.

Haii um dakesnsl B pyKM ¥ YBUAUILID OTPOMHOE AEPEBO,
CTBOJI KOTOPOTO KOPHSIMM CBOMMM YXOIOUT B IBepu JJoma,
a KpoHa pacruiactajach no Bcemy I'opony, u mepeBo Bce
pacTeT, ¥ KKeTCs, YTO BETBM €ro He BMEIal0TCs B CTEHBI
T'opopa. Ho 5TO Miti03ust — 3acTaBb UX Ceifyac BEPHYThCS
U CIIPSITAThCSI B CBOMX HOPAX, M HA YUIAX HE OCTaI0Ch ObI
HJ OTHOTO YeJIOBeKa.

Tonbko ¢poHapu. Joxkab. Kanansl. KameHnb. XonMogHbIe,
YyepHble, MOJTYaINBBIE.

Ho Hmuero momo6HOTO B JeHb Bribopa He mpom3oii-
IeT — UAYT Jitoau. [jist yero ske BeTBU, KOTOPbIe He you-
paloTcs B rpaHuiax ropoga? Yto6bl HAITOMHUTD, YTO 3TO
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wtto3us. Jlromelt poBHO CTOMBKO, CKOJIBKO MeCTa M HoMe-
POB M >KWJINIL, B KAMEHHBIX KBapTajaX. A OTPOMHOCTD IIe-
CTBUSI TOXKe WJIJTI03USI, B KOTOPOJi CTOTBKO XK€ UCTUHBI, KaK
B YTBEPXKIEHUM, UTO 3eMJISI HETTOABYDKHA.

Ho TpygHO He BepuTb I71a3aM CBOMM. Bce moHMMaw0 —
" Bce-Taku (pakesioB CTOJIBKO, UYTO OHM Pa30pPBYT 3TOT T'0-
PO, ¥ OH JIOTTHET U pa3jeTUTCS KakK BO3AYIIHBIN [Iap.

«YBBI MHe, YBbI MHe, Opare...»? He pasneTurcs, u y mi-
JII031it OBIBAIOT TIPEeNIbl, A U TIOTOM OHM HaJIesKHO Orpa-
HMUYEHBI peayibHOCTBIO0. PacnaxHyTas nBepsb Jloma, Kak ¢o-
KyCHUK OTOHb, IJIOTaeT OECIIyMHO TeKyIlee B Hee IePEBO,
OHa HeHaCbITHA, He TaKoe KOJMUYeCTBO MOKET MPOTJI0TUTD,
e BbIMaZeT Hykaa. OcTaBuMM M3BUBAIOIeecs Topsiiee
OTHSIMM TYJIOBMIIIE AepeBa JOropaTh Ha yaule. A camu us-
HYTpU TIOCMOTPMM, KaK TOJIA BXOAUT B CBSTasl CBSTHIX
T'opopa. 3mech onsITh KOHYAETCS! paBEHCTBO YIULIbI, TAM BCe
BMeCTe — BBepX K [JoMy Ha XO/IM — CTPOTMM U MepPHBIM
rarom, BCe B IUIaINax, ¢ ¢akegaMu, Ioj JOXKIeM. A 3/1ech
oI Th TOT ke T'opof.

Ia, aT0 He 3aj1. OTO MMeHHO ['opon B MMHMATIOPE, BbI-
BEpPHYTbHII HAM3HAHKY, TOJIbKO BMECTO OMOB, Syeex,
KBapTUp — Kpecsa, M Bce OHU TOXke Tof, Homepamu. I1o-
JIYKOJIbIIA PSIAOB CTpeX CTOPOH CITyCKAalTCS OT BXOZAaA
K ciieHe. Kak ymoOHbI pSIIbl, POXOAbI MEK HUMM IIUPOKH,
JIETKO KaKAblii MIOYIIUI, OTBICKAB CBOM HOMEP, MOXET
CecTb, He Melnasi ApyroMy. B camMoMm Bepxy M BHU3 Ja-
Jlee — MecCTa [OJ1s1 UMEIOIIUX HOMEDP, OKOJIO CaMOii CIIeHbI
yepes3 MIMPOKYIO TTOJIOCY OTOMBA TPU MOTYKOJIbIIA — Kpec-
Ja as Hocstux ums. Cyxo, TMXo, Hajf, TOJI0BOit Tomy0oit
KYTIOJI, U SIPKUIA SKeJITBIM CBeT mocpenyuHe. Takoi SIpKuii,
YTO JIydIlle He CMOTpeTh Tyga. OT 9TOro cBeTa rosy6msHa
CBeTJIeeT U KaskeTcsl 6esToii.

\f

2 Hep. 22:18.
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BeciryMHO, Me[jIeHHO 3aIojHsIeTCS 3a, Kak OGYATo
BMHO Ha/IMBAIOT B yally, CHauaja Ha JHO, a IOTOM Yke
no kpaeB. CHavajia MMeHa — BHU3Y, Ha JHE, OKOJIO Clie-
Hbl. TeyeT B lIMPOKME ABepU MOTOK. He MenjieHHO U He
CKOpO, a 3aloJHsIeTCs yallia 3aj1a, KOTOpYIo, eCu yBeJlu-
YUTH JIa eIllle COBMeCTUTb 00e mosrycdepsl B ogHy — [o-
polia cBepxy U 3ajia CHU3Y, — IOJy4Yniach Obl 3€MJist, KO-
TOpast 3aKpyTwiach Gbl BOKPYI CBO€J OCU-TOUKM, THE
ceituac cupar TamoxkeHHUK, Benuknii u Ilpencenarens
Komuccun Bribopa. Tak BOT, MOJYYMB 3eMJIIO M paso-
OpaBIIMCh B €e YCTPOIICTBe, Bbl ObI YOEOUINUCh, UTO HO-
Mep — 3TO U eCThb BCe, UeM BJIaJieeT uejioBeK B 3TOM 3aJie.
30ech BCce HapyXXy — KTO 4ero CTOUT, KTO KaKoe MeCTO
3aHMMAaeT, Ha CKOJIbKO HOMEePOB 3a rofi riepeJBUHYJICS, U
Iake Takasli TOHKas Bellb CTajia Obl IOCTYIIHA, Kak TO,
YTO TOCAeHero U3 MMeIIux UM 1 IMepBoro U3 HoMe-
pOB paszesnseT 6e3IHa, ¥ B 9TOM 3aJie 9Ta MCTUHA BbIpa-
>KeHa IMPOKUM ITPOXOJ0M, MOKHO CKa3aTh, pPBOM, KOTO-
pblii U cienoMy BupaeH. Ilepeckoum 3Ty MYCTSIKOBUHY.
I'me ykx Tam, MOKeT, BCIO XX13Hb 10 YX0/a MpOXXUBeIlb U
He CMOXelllb 3TO IIPOCTPAHCTBO MepeiTH, a BCEro-To
MeTpa [IBa B 3aje, U, pasyMeeTcs, cJie3bl, TPyH, MacTep-
cTBO I'puMepa, cyabba, HaKOHeIl, Ha camMoM peje. XOo-
yelllb MOTIPUCTaJbHEE MTOCMOTPETh HA HUX — TIOCMOTPMU,
ceiluac [ecsITb MUHYT CaMOI BEJMKON KOJIJIEKTUBHOM
cBoGoabl. Ha clieHe cupsinye MojaJaT, M Kaskablil B 3ae
MpemocTaB/ieH camMomy cebe. JlecsiTb MUHYT 10 Boibopa,
IlecsITh MUHYT [10 6ajya. Becenbe B pasrape, Bce MOTYAT U
IpyT Ha Jpyra CMOTPSAT, KTO — Te, 4YTO 3a roji Mpou30-
nuto. Beap Bce BuaHO. Ia 1 cebs BceM, KTO Tebs BUOUT,
IOKa3aThb He rpex U eqUHCTBEHHbIN Cy4daii, BBIPOC BeAb?
A? U rnaBHOe, He fmail bor, mepemnyTaiT ux HoMep. XO-
pOIIIO ellle B BBITOAHYIO CTOPOHY, a eciu Haobopot? U
IMO3TOMY BCTaBILME CTAPAKOTCS MEpPeiTH Ha PSA-BTOPOIL
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HIKe — U 3[IeCh XOPOILIO BCTPETUTh TeX, KTO ellle HeJaB-
HO C TOGOJ OB, a Terepb HPUIMYHO OIYCTUJICSI, BECh
3aJ — 4allla, ¥, eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO CamMoOe BBICOKOe Me-
CTO — 3TO caMoOe HM3KO0e KpecJsio, HO «HU3K0e» — CJIOBO,
MPOTMUBOIIOJIOXKHOE TI0 CMbICTY MCTUMHHOMY €ro 3Haue-
HMIO. 3[leCh BCe WJIIIO3USI U YCJIOBHOCTb, HO OHU-TO 3Ty
YCJIOBHOCTh 3HAIOT KaK Ta0IMIY YMHOXKEHUS. VI HUKTO 13
HUX HMYero He nepenyrtaeT. CTOST IpynIikamu, Ha repe-
X0Aax, MeXXAy MosicaMy M CeKTOpaMu psIAOB, U TUXO, T10-
JIYCJIBIIITHO, Ba>KHO U COJIMIHO TOBOPSIT, ¥ BOT yKe CMe-
MIaIMCh HOMepa, U ITSITUCOTHIN MOXKeT Bpoje ObI U Cpean
UYeTbIpexcoThix 3aTecaTbCs. A BOH CTO TpMHALUATHIN,
My3bIPUTCS BeChb Ha IJIaBHON TIpaHMIle — UIlb Kynda 3a-
Opasicsl, TTOCTpesT, SHeprueil UCXOOUT, M KOPUUT TaKue
POXKM, YTO BpeMeHaMU JefiCTBUTeTbHO KaKeTCs, YTO JIU-
L0 ero — JMIO MMEIOLUero UMs M OH 3[eCh CIy4yaifHo,
Jlake BpOJie HeTIOHSATHO, KaK OH Clojla Ha BepXOTypy 3a-
6pasncst u 3aueM. Bpoze BOT mopoIiesn TOJbKO K CBOUM
MPEeKHUM 3a0bITBIM OAHOKAIIHMKAM M CKOpo yiimer. U
HMKOMY HaBepHSIKa JiaXke B OJIOBY He MPUXOAUT, KpOMe
3HAIOMIVX ero JIMYHO, YTO TMOC/Ie eCSIT MUHYT CBOOOIbI
BepHeTcs OH B cBoe CTO TpMHazAuaToe K cBoeit CTo Tpu-
HaJ11aTol, KOTopasl, Kak JiejiaeT 3TO M0JIOBUHA MIpuMep-
HO 3ajla, CUAUT Ha CBOEM MeCTe M >KIeT Hauana. U Bce
mbiciiu ee, CTO TPMHAAIATOM, TaM, TOe CUASIT UX 60TU U
rJle TIepCrieKTUBa 3aBUCUT OT UX B3IVISIA, U IIeBesis Ty-
6aMmu, B ITOJTy3a0bITbY CBOXO CYZIbOY ITPOCYUTHIBAET...

U eit He MO GOJTOBHM KPOXOTHOIO UeJOBEYKA, KOTO-
PbIii JOBOAUTCS eit mapoit. VI mo Toro 3abblaach, 4To pyba-
Xy BbIllle HOPMbI TOAHSIA, CYOOPOXXHO KOMKasli MO0
B MOTHBIX JaAoIlKaxX. M yepe3 ABa HOMepa OT Hee CUIS-
LIV CTO MMSITHAJLATBIN MPOTSHYI PYKY K ee pyke. Orom-
Hwiach CTO TpuHaAUaTasi, M BbIIYCTWIA TIOLO, U TakK pe-
3aHy/ja I7a3koM courypeHHbIM CTO MATHAAUATOrO, YTO
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TOT y6eauicsl B HEOCHOBATETbHOCTY CBOMX OLIYIIEHUI U
IOTrafoK, BCTAI U TOLIeN K TPyMIle, Te ero XAaau Iaasa,
KOTOpbIE yKe IaBHO 6bpuM ero. Y3 CTo ABaAiiaTh BTOPOIi
napsbl. IHTepeCcHO BOT Tak CTOSITh. 30,eChb OHAa — HAIMIPOTUB
OH, OH — ee, a OHa — €ro, IO KyCOUKa KOXXV Hau3yCTb BbI-
yuuiau, a s BCeX 4yKyue, a BOKPYI' JeCTOK HOMEpOB,
06CYKIAIONMX TIOCJTeAHVE HOBOCTY TE€pPEMEIIEHUI, U
MePCIEeKTUB, U OMIMOOK, ¥ TOTO, KaK BOT 3TOMY He IOBE3-
JI0, HO 3TO BPEMEHHO, OH-Jie IIepeIBUHYJICS 3a I'OJl TOIIbKO
Ha OJVIH HOMep, 5TO, KOHEYHO, He POCT, HO BOT Apyrue u
3TOTO HE MUMEIOT.

U BOT Be[lb MOKHO YCJIBIIATD, UTO IPYTME 3TO elle He
mepa... A CTO TpMHAILATHIV KUIISITUTCS, OH B 3TOV IpyIie
Bpojie MHGOPMATOpa O TOM, UTO ITPOUCXOINUT TaM, BHU3Y,
y Tex... OH MOJHMMAeT TaJiell, YTO OH B OGimskaiiiime THHU,
MoJI, OymeT TaM, MU 3TO BOIIPOC AEMCTBUTENBHO THEN, U
YTO 3a TOA, OH IepelBMHYJCS Ha IBaALlaTb HOMEPOB, HO
[IJISL HETO 3TO-Je He IIpefer, a 'y Iulia Hy IIPSIMO-TaKu Apy-
ras crerneHb momobms. Tak Hayumscs, cobaka, IepxkKaTbh
ero, YTo CIyTaelllb, faxke MpodeccruoHaa ciuyTaer. Ax, ec-
Ji1 6bI BOT Ceifyac 3aKOHUYMJICSI TIePePhIB U CITYCTUJICSI OH
Ty[a, Ie BCe ero MbICIU... JKou, KO, MUIOK, BpeMeHU
y Tebst BaroH. Byenns ere Tam, BHU3Y. 3aTO y TebsT cero-
IHS Juxasl MepCreKkTuBa — CIYCTUTHCS BOH TyJa M Ha
paBHBIX 3200/ITATh B CAHOBUTOI, CTEIIeHHOI rpymrKe. Thl
IyMaelllb, eC/IM OHU MMEeIOT HOMepa TOBbIIIe, TO eCTh T0-
MeHbIlle, TO pedb Y HUX UJET 00 MHOM... I TyT MiTio3usl.
Takoe ontyieHnue, YTo Tbl HUKyZA He yxoawil. Ta ke Tema.
O6cyskmenne mepcriekTuB. Te ke 3a00ThI THETYT, BEU-
Hble — UMSI ObI UM... YTIacu Tebst Bor ocTaBaThCs U BbIIATD
cebst — UTO-7e MMeelllb Thl ITPaBO OIYCTUTHCS KYAA YTOJ-
HO, BIUIOTh JI0 TEpBOTO psifia... Bce aTu CTO msiThie, CTO
TPpUALATbIEe, NBYXCOTbIE U IIpOUMe — BBICOKME U HU3KMeE,
TOJICTBIE M TOHKMeE, 3arOBOPSIT TebsI, BOMBIIVICh 3paYKOM
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B OUYM TBOM, UTO OHU, BOT UMEHHO OHMU, U CTOSIT TOTO, UTO-
ObI CUIETb TaM B IEPBBIX PSIAAX, M TO, UTO OHU 3[€eCh,
BpPEMEHHO, BO-TIePBbIX, ¥ KPAaTKOBPEMEHHO, BO-BTOPBIX...
Beru B mepBble pSAAbI, Geru, >KaKOYLIUii MOKOS, V HUX,
cy1aBa 60Ty, HET MepPCIeKTUBbI, HO €CTh 3TOT IOKOM, UM
HeKyZla CTPeMUTHCS, MOCTyIali, 0 YeM rOBOPSIT OHU, & HU
0 UeM He TOBOPST OHU, BCE ChITbIe, UM He O YeM TOBOPUTb,
pasBe uTo 0 6asyax, HO ¥ 34eCh OHY IPOILIM TAKYIO IIKOJTY,
YTO 0-0-0-0, a 0 paboTe — YTO O Helt TOBOPUTh, OHM Jejia-
Te/lM, U Y HUX BCe yKe IM03aau, y HUX IaxXe MMeHa eCTb,
TO, O YeM BEpXHME Jaske B MPUCTYIIE OEJI0N TOpsSTIKA I10-
MBIILISITh HE MOTYT, IIOTOMY UTO MOXXHO CME@HUTb HOMep
BHYTPM CBOMX PSIIOB, a V3K UTOOBI IIEPebpaThCsl B IIEPBbIE
pAnbl, Kak Haliemy ['pumepy, Takoe pa3 B BeK U yHaeTcs
KOMY-TO, €C/IY He CUMTaTh 6ab, — a OHM He JIIOIM, He ca-
MM, BO BCSIKOM C/Ty4ae, — HO YTOOBI ¥ 3TO He MEIIaJIo JI0-
IISIM KUTb, CKPbIBAIOT U TIUIIYT Tepeliefiero Kak MCKOH-
HO CBOEro, HO YTO-/Ie KOTOPbIi1 ObIT BpeMEHHO B HaKasa-
HMe JiniieH uMeHu. M 4To, MoJI, CBepxy BHU3 eCTeCTBeH-
HOTO, TO €CTb eAMHCTBEHHO MPaBMUIbLHOTO JBVOKEHUS U
HeT, U He ObIBaeT, 1 ObITh He MOKeT. Kak JOKAb HE MOXKET
MPeKPaATUTHCSI, a COJHIIE, ey ObI OHO OBLIO, UATHU C 3a-
nmaga Ha BOCTOK. Toxke crpaBenanBo. Bce B aTom I'opome
cripaBenMBO. [loxaiyii, cripaBedIMBOCTb 3[1€Ch JOCTUL/IA
npenena. ECTh 11e71b, HO OHA HEMCIIOJHMMA, YTOObI He MC-
YE3HYTh Y KUBYIIETO M HE 00eCCMBICTUTD €r0 KM3Hb. Thl
CcKaskelrb — y uMeH? Hy oH u 6e3 Liei YMEeCTHbBI, U TYT
CIIPaBeIJIMBOCTh — U TaKMe HYKHbI (Kak (akT) 1mesnm, Ko-
Topasi He 3aBTpa, He IOC/ae3aBTpa, a cerofHs. [ToHATHO,
Kak JInxo yctpoeHo? Ho Tutile, ecsaTb MMHYT Ha UCXOZE...
N Cro TpmHAnuaThI/i IOPKHYJ HA MECTO, CKPUBMUBIIUCH,
YTO MOJI, BpeMEeHHO OCUIUT 3/1ech. My3a, KOTOpasi TOBO-
pwia ¢ CoToii, oTIpaBuaach Ha cBoe mecto. U I'pumep,
ITOCMOTPEB B MOCJAEIHMIA pa3 Ha CBOIO paboTy, Bech Oe-
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JIBIiA, OTIIpaBMJICS K My3e, 60sICh B3IJITHYTh Ha BenKkoro.
A TOT U He 3HAeT BOBCE, UTO BOT B 3TOM psigoBOM ['pume-
pe, Moxet, uHaa ero Kapbepsl... Ho jagHo, B Mupe 1o-
psimKa ObIBAIOT TOXKE TEOPEeTUUECKMEe MTPOCUEThI, KOTOPhIE
TOTOM GBICTPO 0OPACTAIOT TeOPHENi CIIPaBeIIMBOCTM.

XX

uie, tuue... [ly-y-y-y. CMosKkaeT 3aj1, Kak MOpe, BbI-

IOXHYB BOJY Ha MeCOK B CUJIbHbI/A MOPO3 — MTHOBEH-

HO TIpeBpaliaetcsi B jiell. 1 BOT BOKPYT TOIbKO MepT-
Basl, XOJIOJHAsl, KaMeHHasl TuilMHa. ['acHeT, 3aTyxaeT, 3a-
TYMaHMBAETCS CBET B 3ajie, OH MCYe3aeT, U Terepb 3TO
IeICTBUTENbHO OJHO JINII0. be3 psioB 1 HOMEepOB, JIUII0
CMOTPSIIIIETO M TBOPSIIIETO, JIMIIO BbIOMpawIero. A Ha
OCBeIlleHHOJi clieHe Tpoe. I K HUM ueT nepsasi napa, Ko-
TOpPOI1 CerofHsl MpeacTOUT cTaTh [7naBHOI. IIpu cBoem
y4acTU MMEHHO B BrIOOpe HMKTO HMKOI/IA HE COMHEBA-
eTCsT U B CIIpaBeJIMBOCTU, M B TOM, UTO 3Ta Iapa Oymer
['maBHOJ. 3mech CMOTpSIIMe B 3aje pa3fesisaTcs Ha TeX,
KTO 3HaeT mapy, ¥ Ha TeX, KTO He 3HaeT ee JUYHO. Kax-
IbIii He3HAIOIINIT OAHOMK, OH 3aBUCUT OT JIeTeHIbI, a BOT
KaX[IIblii 3HAIOIINIA, YBbI, 3HAET U OTHOCUTCS K Mape cam
1o cebe. Ia u momymaii, MOXeT Jiu, Harpumep, COpoKo-
BOJi OTHOCUTBCS K >KeHII[MHe 13 Mapbl Kak BCe, ecIu Buepa
LIeJIBIX [Ba Yaca OH HIeNTaJ B 3TO MPaBWIbHOE PO30BOE
VIIIKO UX TalfHbIE CJIOBA, OHA K& BOT STUMM I'ybaMu ITOTU-
XOHEUKY, KaK JIeBOUKa C KOpP3MHOI, 06oIlIa Bech JIeT U
copBaja Bce SIroAbl, KOTOPbIE eil monmaauch Ha nyTu. U —
CTOJIBKO TaitH, CKOJbKO HUTEN MPOTSIHYJIOCh K CUASIINM B
3aJie OT 9TO¥ Hapbl. A eciu 6bI IPOIOJIKUTD 3TU HUTU, TO
0Ka3ayioch 6Obl, UTO CUASAIINME B 3ajie, 3HAIOIIME TIaBHBIX
KaHOMOaTOB, CBA3aHbl TaKMMU JKe€ HUTSIMU CO BCeMU CU-
OSmyuMu B 3aie. Y BO3bMU mapy, Ja IpUIIOGHUMU ee, [a
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BO3HECH K KYTIOJy — M BeChb 3aj1 3aKauaeTcsl Ha 3TUX HU-
TSIX, ¥ ThI YBUIUIIb, YTO BeCh ['opo, cOOpaBIIMiiCS 3M1ECh,
OIJIeTeH ABOMHBIMMU, TeCSITEPHbIMU JIMHUSIMU U HET TaKO-
r'0 YeJioBeKa, KTO 6bI He MO6BIBaI C KEM-TO, a Ta, B CBOIO
ouepeib, TTOOBIB C KEM-TO, He CBSI3ajla TOTO KPENKOi U
TIPOYHO CBSI3bI0. DTO XOPOIIO, UTO MbI HE MOKEM IO[I-
HSITh IVIaBHBIX KaHOMUAATOB, IMOKA3aTh, Kak ['opof cBsizaH
BHYTpPU cebsl. ITO XOPOIIIO, IIOTOMY UTO Y CUISIINUX B 3aj1e
ocTaetcss WuIo3usl. UTO TONBKO 3HAKOMble CBSI3aHbI C
[JIABHOJN Mapoii, a OHM B 3TOM CJiyyae Hu npu dyeM. [la u
OTKyJa MM 3HaThb, YTO Yepe3 3HAKOMbIX OHM TOXXe CBSI3a-
HbI, BCe CBSA3aHbI Apyr ¢ apyroMm. bppp. Hy namHo, mo-
CMOTpeJiN, ¥ XBaTUT, AyMaelllb, Thl He CBSI3aH B 3TOM CO
BceM MmupoM?.. JlagHo. [Topa. OHu 3gech. ['1a3 — Ha cile-
Hy, TaM y>Ke HaUMHAeTCs TO, JIJI1 Yero OHU 3/1eCh.

BHumanue. M nmapa mogHMMAETCS Ha YKeJITO-YEPHbIN
oyepemHOI TOMOCT Ha CIIeHe.

W HeT y:XKe HUKOTO BOKPYT — CBeT ImoraiieH. ToJbKo
JiuIla ellle BbIXBATbIBAET JIyd U3 TE€MHOTbI, HO BOT U OH
ucues. I yke Ha 3KpaHe BBEPXy, pPSIAOM UX JUIA —
OTPOMHBI U TTOA06HBI. He rojioBa, TOJMBKO JIMIIO HA 3KpaHe
BUIMMO; KaK OYATO MacKy BbIpe3aju, U ILIBET BOJIOC He
BaskeH, U eCTb JIM OHM BOOOIIe, U JIMHUS Yepera He UMeeT
3HaueHus. M Tak MPOCTOPHBI UIIA U TaK MIUPOKU, CJIOBHO
OrpoMHasl KapTa ABYX MOJIyIIapuii jierja Ha 5KpaH, TOJIb-
KO TO, YTO CIIpaBa, ITOJ0OHO TOMY, UTO cjieBa. M Ha Kaxk-
IIOM BBEpXy — Ha CeBepe — XOJIOJHOe Oejioe CHEKHOE T10-
ye n6a. Ha rore — BHM3Y, KPYIJIbIA Kpaii MomgbopojiKka,
IUTaBHbBINM, KaK 3aJuB Mops. Ha 3amage, CJIOBHO M3pe3aH-
HOe TIeTJISIOIIE PeKoit Iojie, HeSKHOe ToyiyboBaToe yxo, a
CIipaBa — Ha BOCTOKe — BTOPOE, PO30BOE U MPO3PavyHoe,
CJIOBHO TyMaH IpU CBETe BCTAIOIIEro COMHIIA.

OrpomMHasi 3Ta TEPPUTOPUST MIPOCTPAHCTB, HA KOTOPOM
KaKyTCSI MOPIIVHBI — TOpaMu, ITOT MeX HUMU — TOTyObI-
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MU 03epaMM, 3aCThIBIIMMMU Cpeiy Top. M TonbKo riiasa ge-
JIAIOT XMBBIMM 3TO IPOCTPAHCTBO. U Bce ke, KOTHa OHU
3aMMPAIOT, KaXKeTCs, YTO 3eMJISI M 5TU JIMLA TTOXOXKU IpYT
Ha ApyTa, Kak JBe MTUIIbI Ha OIHOM BbICTpesie. Bauyyyyy, —
Kak ITyJis yepes 3aJ1, ¥ Haf, Juiiamu [71aBHOM mapbl BCIIbIX-
Hyn O6pasern. Jino O6pasiia 6bUI0 XOPOIIO BUITHO [0
Hauaja Beuepa, OTPOMHOe BUCsILee Hal, BCeM 3aJioM, HO
BOT KOT/A MOTYIIVJIA CBET U BBICBETWIIM TOJBKO JIUIIO OY-
nmymieit T'naBHOV mapsl, nmoracio u uio O6pasua. YToob
r7la3a Ha MTHOBEHbE 3a0bUIM O €r0 COBEPIIIEHCTBE M CHOBA
HaHOBO YBUZEN, KaK [MpeKpacHa 3Ta BeauKasi TeppuTopusi,
HeOO'BSITHA M UCITOJTHEHA TAPMOHUM M COPa3MEepPHOCTH.

Tenepb 3TO ykKe aHcaMOJIb, TpMO — ABa juia Ilapsl u
TpeTbe — O6pa3sia. Kak TaHIIOpHI HA ClieHe, OTHOBPEMEH-
HO, pa30M, CMHXPOHHO, TlepeBepHY/IMCh OHYM Harpaso. ITay-
3a. 3a/1 TOJIbKO 3pauyky IepeKuHy/ HallpaBo, 38 HUMU, KaK
(hOKYCHMK OIVH YEPHBII Map — U3 JIEBOI PYKM B MPaBYIO.
IMay3a. 1 Ha ria3a BUAHA, YTO 3TO 3a paboTa, OJMH K OTHO-
My. O TaKOM TOJIbKO TPE3UTH BO CHE MOT ObI KaXKIbIi CH-
Isamii B 3as1e. Ecv 6bl M HaJ HUM paboTa BeaKuii...

CKOJIBKO MBICJIEN TTPOOYKCOBAIO, KAK MOTOLIVIKI, B TO-
JIOBaX, COPBAJIOCh C MECTa U yJIeTeNIO B TOMYOYIO Aallb.

— Ax... — O6muMit BbIIOX BBIIIET HApyKy. B HeM u 3a-
BUCTb, M HEHaBUCTb, U COCTpajaHue, U coydyacTue, U
HaroJHeHNe MeuThl... Pa3Be Bce pacmmbpyenib?..

3aropenuch 1Pl cTeneHy nogobust. VILTocTpaTopbl
paboTaroT Kak vackl. [TepBbIif — MUHYC HOJIb TPU COTBIX,
BTOPOVi — MMHYC HOJIb ABe. Haur I'pumep o TakoMm 1 meu-
TaThb He MOT, Jaske MO HOBBIM JaHHbIM. Cepflie Kyaa-To,
KaK MbIlIb, OPK BHMU3 — U BpPOJe, KaK S0, ceivyac pa3o-
obetcs. Hert, ele 3aepskaaoch, OMSITh 3paukKu B JIEBYIO
PYKY GOKYCHMK TIepeKMHYJI, M BCe TpU JinIla HajeBo Tepe-
KMHYAUCH. UTO 3TO?.. MBIlIb BEpHY/IACh HA MECTO, S0 —
B CKODJIYITY, XOTSI TaM, BO3MOXKHO, ObIIT YK€ IIbITUIEHOK...
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Mysa monepxHynacb. 3HaKOMble TIOXOJIONe/M, He3HaKO-
MbI€ IJIa30M MOPTHY/IM, KaK OYATO HA HUX 3aMaxHYJIUCh.
BcrobIxHY/ CBeT Ha ClieHe, M TIOTacju MPOeKUUM Taphl.
Ocrasicst TOJIbKO OOVH HemoapaskaeMblit O6pasetr.
Benuknii He moBepwusa I/a3aM CBOMM — BO-IIEPBBIX,
CTerneHb Momo6us 6blJla MMHYC HOJIb OJHA AecsTasi, a BO-
BTODBIX, IIOf, MPaBbIM YXOM OH YBUIENI YBeIMYEHHbIN
OTPOMHBIIA, TPyObIii OB. He MOKeT 6bITh — OH ITOMHMWII,
Kak ero TIATeJbHO TpUBEIU B MOPSAOK, U ellle MMeHHO
TOTJa, 3aKaHYMBasl LIEI0, ITOAYMaJI, YTO MOT ObI U GOJIbIIIE
cIenaTh C JULIOM, eciu Obl Y HEero 6p10 BpeMsl. Benmukuii
rnocMoTtpes Ha TaMoskeHHMKA U YBUIET Ha JIULe ero UCITYT
u HeloymeHue. To e camoe, HaBepHOe, BbIPaXXayio U ero
JINIIO, TaK YTO TaMOKeHHUK — 3epKasio. Bennukuii BCmoM-
HWI BUepalrHuii Beuep u repeses Iy1aza Ha [Ipencenare-
sis1. ToT 6b11 GeccTpacTeH U criokoeH. Ho, MOXKeT ObITh, 3TO
HegopasyMeHyue. MoskeT ObITh, HUUErO CTpalIHoro. Tam
CUJISIT TTPOBEepeHHbIe UITIOCTpaTopbl. U ceituac, Korjga Ha
TOMOCTe TIOSIBUTCSI ITapa HoMep JIBa, BCe BCTaHEeT Ha CBOU
mecTa. HeT, He Bce B mopsjke. 3aj BOJTHYeTCsI. Y MHOTUX
Takue creredu ITogobus. [Touemy He oHM? Takoro He ObI-
JIO Ha uX T7asax Hu pasy. Uto-To ciayumnock. Ele He 110-
HMMaeT HUKTO UTO, HO Cyumioch. My3a BIeluiach B py-
Ky I'pumepa. I'puMep momasics Briepes 1 Kak 6yaTo olerne-
Heq. Ceityac ero mnapa. lllpam SIBHO TOJIOXKEH YKe M0Cie
omepaiuu. OTo He Benukuii. 3aueM, pa3Be HeJJOCTATOYHO
6bUIO TOTO, UTO Y Tapbl I'pymepa Bbillle KOIPOULIMEHT
1ogo61s, YeM y IepBoi1 Imapbl? 3arac MPOYHOCTH... A eciu
9TO He Tak? A eCyi OH He IOTSIHET, TOTAA ero mobema Oy-
IeT TOJbKO IJi1 HUX I100enoii, a aiga Hero — HeT. OH He
CMOT CIeIaTh, UTO ObLI JOJIKEH, UM BOOOIE He HYKHO
ObUIO CTApaThCsl, ¥ MOXKHO ObUIO C €ro rmapaMeTpamu To-
TOBUTh mapy. He mMoxkeT 6biTh! '0s10Ba TONLIA KPYyTrOM.
Heykenu OH HMYEro He 3HAUYUT, M €r0 peMecsio, U €ero
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YPOBEeHb, U €r0 KepTBa — CBOMM TIOKOeM, U MMeHeM, U
SKM3HBIO, U My307i... I ero cpoku, B KOTOpbIe€ OH CAesal
HeBO3MOskHOe. CToII, TlepecTaHb My4YuUThCs 3apaHee. Co-
ThIe yKe Ha IToMocTe. Y3ke uaeT paboTa ¢ UX JIUIaMU, KaKk
durorepbl, BepTATCSI OHM Ha 3KpaHe. OmnsiTh (OKYCHUK
3paykaMu KOHT/IMpyeT. OnsATh TPUO MOJ, 3Ty MY3bIKY UC-
TIOJTHSIET JIaAHBbIA U CUMHXPOHHBIN TaHell. OmHO ma, BTO-
poe.. AX, Kak rpekpaced Obpasel. Eiie omHo...

Lndpsl.

Lndpsl.

Lindpsi, MHOTO TOBOpsIMe 3a1y, a YK 'pumepy! Kaxk-
Iloe 1oiobume B Tpenesiax COThIX, HO OH TaK TOUHO JIaXke He
paboTaJ, ero mapameTpsl 6bLTH Ipydee. M To, 4TO 1S BCEX
CTaJI0 SICHO TOJIbKO 4Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MMUHYT, Benukuii u
I'pumep BuruMCIMIM npexne. Benykuil mocmorpern co cue-
HbI Ha I'pyMepa, KOTOPOTO yunJs, He OUeHb Bepsl B ero He3a-
ypsioHbIE, HO B JOCTATOYHO CTEITeHM MTPWINYHbIE CITOCO6-
HOCTH, HO YUMWJT KaK ueJioBeKa OJlapeHHOr0, HeOObIKHOBEH-
Horo. A Bapyr? Urto6bl repen co60ii He BO3HUKIO BUHBI
HEeTMOHMMaHMs, Benmkuii comrypwics. Tak ymo6Heli cMOT-
peTb YUeHMKY B 171a3a. He moskeT 6bITh! I'prMep oTBesn ria-
3a... lleHok! Bpe3mmBocTh MCKOBepKaia ryonl Bemykoro.
Hy nagHo, elije He Bce KoHUeHO. OH TepeBes MPUIIYp Ha
TamoskeHHMKA. JIMI0 ero 6bII0 pacTepsTHHO-YIUBAECHHBIM.
PacTepssHHOCTY U yOMBIIEHUIO €r0 Bepwl Benykuii, HO BOT
Hey4yaCTUIO B [IPOMCXOIIEM ITOBepuTh He mor. He mor! I
3Ta MbICJIb TeNlePb MeJJIeHHO MOJHSJIach B MO3ry Benuko-
ro, KaK TsDKeJasi MTuUIlla, KoTopast 6bula, HO MPMHUMAIACh
MM 3a KyCT B CyMepKax, TOTOMY UTO CBET ObUI TaM, rjie Obl-
JIa HESKHOCTD OT MYKCKOJ IpY:KObI. VI Bce-TaKy MO3T BEPIII,
a ouryiieHne HeT. Hy 1a He B 3TOM [iefi0, BCIIbIXHYJIA KPOBb,
U TITUIA, OOHApY)KeHHAs CBETOM, CTala ABUTAThCS, Maiia
KPBUIIbSIMU, ¥ BOT Y>Ke TeCHO el BHyTpU U TPYIb BbIAOXHY/Ia
ee... Benmikuit 110611 Ipaky, MOITOMY OH U CTal Bemukum.
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Yemy ynusnsiercs oH? Cam e ellje faXe Bjie3 HA 3TO Me-
cro. Toroa OH ymesn ApaTbCs. A 4TO, pa3Be YMEIOIINi MO-
SKeT pasyuuThCsl CBoeMy yMeHbi0? ChIThIi JieB He Tepeliu-
6eT xpebTa K031y, IOTOMY UTO TIepel, HUM BCEraa ChIpoe U
cBexxee msico. 3aueM? Ho maiite sbBY mporonogaTses... Ho
HMKaKOTO TpbDKKA. Hamo ele 6ojiee MPUKPBITh I1a3a U
CHIPSATATHCS 3a STOT 3aHaBeC, YTOObI APYyTMe He PasIyIsaenu
TBOMX OBMsKeHMiL. OueHb yooOHas Belllb — BeKu. Ara, Ta-
MOXXEHHMK 3aBOJIHOBAJICSI, HO He3ameTHO. Ceiyac yxke
UIeT CTelleHb — MUHYC HOJIb, iBe COTbIX. Oro, BbIllle €ro
KOHTPOJIbHBIX JaHHbIX. He MoxkeT 6bITh. HO Temeppb meno
He B TOM, UTO MOXeT ObITb U Uero Het. Pabora — 3TO Te
ITyCTSIKM, KOTOPbIE y3Ke OCTaIMCh 10331, Aejo He B peMec-
Jie. B monuTuKe. A B ITIOJIUTHUKE HET 3aKOHOB, a €CTh IIPOMT-
PBIII MM T00ea. A yyKe Aasblile e mpasaHuK. HaunHa-
Cs TJIaBHBI M CaMblil OTBETCTBEHHbIII MOMEHT. MOMeHT
HaJIokeHMs. Bce MacKy 6bLIM OBEPHYTHI B Ipoduib. Kaxk-
Iasi BCIbIXHYJAa CBOMM I1iBeTOM. JKenTbIM — OHa, 3ese-
HbIM — OH, KpacHbiM — ob6pa3sen. I — Buumanme. Cepaia
OCTaHOBUJIVICh U TIePeCTasay BBIMIOIHSITh CBOIO OTBETCTBEH-
HYI0 QYHKINIO 3BYKOUCTOpsKeHMsT. OCTaHOBWIACh MYy3bIKa.
Hy... masbliie yke ObIMIATh OBIIO HEYEM, HO HUKTO U He
neiman. Hy...

MoskeT /i1 ObIIIATh OIMYIEHHBI C TOJIOBO B BOAY?

MoskeT v AbIIaTh BCYHYThIN B METII0, KauasiCh B BO3-
nyxXe, KOTOPbIl HUKY/Ia HEe UCYe3...

Tornsumii B TOM C/ydyae COBETyeT — IIOMaB Ha JHO pe-
K1, IPUTBOPSIIACS PbIOOIL, TOKA He 3aX/IeOHenTbCsl.

Hy...

YeMm erie 3amoHUTh 3Ty may3y? UTo OHU, U B CAMOM
IeJe poIObI, UTO JM? MOSKET, 3Kabpbl y HUX IO, KOKel 3a-
MacHble BIIUTHI? AX, UepT, 1 6ojbIle He MOTy. S Jaske He
TIOHMMAl0, II0YEeMY OHU MOTYT. Ara... IUCKHYJIO, CKPUITHY-
Jio miepBoe ceppue. U... YTo TyT Hayanocb! — BCe BBIIOX-
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HY/IN... [lI-y-y-y... CoBnas uydpsl Ha KOHTPOJILHOM Tab-
10 CoBnagenus. MruoBeHbe. bbyio TeMHO. [ToTOM BCIIBIX-
HYJI CBeT, 06HApYXMB Ha clieHe TaMokeHHMKA, Benkoro,
IIpencenarenss u Hauly — Terepb ['naBHyr0 napy. boxke
MOJi, S HMKOI[Ia He BUJIEJ TaKOoro OYifHOIO, IMbSIHOTO,
CTpAIITHO BeceJibsl; OHU MT06eIOHOCHO, TOPI0, C YYBCTBOM
MUCIIOJTHEHHOCTU [IOJITa MoJvya/in. Bo-TiepBbIX, OHU pellu-
JIX CBOIO CyAbOy. [ToTOMY UTO KasKOblii pa3 B KM3HU MOT
CTaTh KaHAMAATOM, HO, KOHEUHO, He [1aBHOI napoii. [e-
JIO IOLIO O TOrO, TOJALKO He Iyraycs, IOKaayicra, 4To
ybe-TO CepAle MOTOPONUIOCh — HeMbICIMMO! — U yaa-
pPUJIO BMECTO ONHOTro ABa pasa. Tak ObIBaeT, KOrma, Ha-
MIpUMED, YeJIOBEK KyJIa-HMUOYAb TOPOIIUTCSI M CIIOTHIKAET-
Cs1 BOT TaKk — ppas, u Bce. HUKakux amiogucMeHTOB, HU-
KaKoro I1opoxa, CJIyduMja0Ch HeMBICJIMMOe — BTOpasi rapa
ctrana 'maBHoii. ['maBHOI mapoit Beibopa. BOoT 0HO, MeJTbK-
HyJ10 B rosnioBe CoToro. BoT oHO, — Bce mpaBuiabHO. Ho31i-
PU €ro 4yTb B3[IPOTHYAM U OKPYTIMIUCH, KaK HO3APU CO-
6aku, yuysiBIleil nuub M Hamexuieir ee... Coras ObLIa
OIIeJIOMJIEHA, OHA ellle He 3Hajla, YeM 3TO KOHUMTCS, a 3a
MOJIUaJl, TOKe He 3Hasl, Kak eMy OTHEeCTUCh K MpOUCIIe]-
memMy. Ha ux rnasax mpou3oIlio HeBO3MOXHOe, TO eCTb
BpOZe Kak MOTJIo eme npousoinTu. U Tyt TamokeHHUK
B3IIsIHYN Ha Ilpencenarens. Ilpencemarenb JIerko U CIO-
KOMHO BCTaJl, MOMOIeN K IepBOil 1 BTOPON mape u pas-
peImI UM cecTb B 3aje. Te BcTanmy U nmonuii. Yto aTo Gbi-
Jia 3a moxonaka. Tak XOOsAT OEeTU MOC/e TSDKENIO TPaBMBbl.
MaJio TOro, 4TO OHM CaMM IIJIOXO XOHST, OHU ellle U T0-
BpeAwIM S3TU HeyMesble HOTM. 3ajl TOXe ObUI ITOXOX
Ha UTPYIIEeYHbIt T0e3]l, y KOTOPOro OTKa3zaja 3aBOJHas
TIPY>KMHA, OH CTOSUI Ha MeCTe M TUXO TOCKPMUITbIBAA Ba-
TOHUMKAMMU...
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XXI

TaMOXeHHMK OCTOPOKHO paspelmu cebe TMpenro-

JIOXKUTb, YTO L0 B KaKOM-TO CTeNeHM IBUKETCS B

HY)KHOM HAaIlpaBJIeHUM ¥ OCTOPOKHOCTb €ro Oblia
BecbMa yMecTHa. V60 BcTan Bennkiuii.

MaxHyJ pyKO7i.

W mntocTpaToOphl MOCTYUTHO BBITTOSHWIN €T0 TIPUKas.
IMoracimu 1udpsI.

Bce 6b110 Tak, Kak JODKHO ObLIO GBITh: €My ITOAUMHS-
JIMCh. Benukuit BbIles Ha MOMOCT. Benukuit ObIT CIIOKO-
eH. /1 He TakMe CIO>KeTbI IIPOKPYYMBaJI OH B CBO€J TOI0Be.

Benuikuii HarHyJ rOOBY.

Tax 6e30py>KHbII, OKPYsKEHHBII BparaMu, HarubaeTcsl,
yTOObI 3aBSI3aTh INHYPOK, a IOJHMMAETCSI C TpaHaToi
B pyKke. Bena, Korgma 4desioBeK JIIOOUT IOpaKy, BCe B HEM,
U YM U BOJIs, IEPEXOJIUT B CUJTY, U MMPOCTEHbKMIT BOIIPOC
«3a4eM» Y>Ke He BTUCHETCS B JKeJIJaHUe ObITh U MOGEXKIaTh.
Tak maske KOIIKa He MOKeT XXUTb B KaMHe, XOTSI OHa Ma-
JIeHbKasl, a OH CO CKajy, — MO0 BHYTPU He ITyCTOTA, a...

OcTaHOBUCH, Benuknii.

3aueMm Tebe 3TO MEPBEHCTBO, ThI K€ 3HAEIb eMY ILIeHY.
Hy, Vxoxn. Hy, yueHuK 3alimeT TBOe MeCTO, Bellb 3TO TBOM
YUYeHMK, ¥ TBOSI TE€XHMKa ollepaiuii ocraHercs B ['opoge,
TO6OI1 COTBOpPEHHbIE MMEHA GYAYT Tak ke 3aHMMATh Iep-
Bble pSifibl, Bellb HMUETro He M3MEHUTCS, 3TO Thl cAesa
atot 'opoA, 3TO TBOM JIIOOAU MPaBAT UM, 3TO TBOM Tamo-
SKeHHMK JiepraeT KyKOJIbHbIE PYUKM, TOJIOBKY U CYIbOBI, BO
BCSIKOM (JTydae, TaK JyMaellb Thl, U B 9TOM eCTb J0JIS UC-
TUHBL. YK caM, HO OCTaBb ce6s1 — MMU. Tak Thl JOCTUT-
Helb GeccMepTys. ITOCMOTpHM B IJ1a3a TBOEMY YUEHMUKY,
KOTOpbIe MOJIHbI PACTEPSHHOCTU U CThiZIa, Bellb, YYBCTBYS
BMHY CBOIO, OH OCTaHETCSl BEpeH Tebe U MaMATH TBOEIA,
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OCTaHOBMCbH, CSIIb HA MeCTO, BeIb Thl 6OJIbIlle UeM Ha ca-
MOTO cebst — Ha CBOE JIeJI0 PYKY HOTHSI.

TopKHy/Iach KOIIKa B KaMeHb TOJIOBOM, U HE B TOM
Ieyo, YTo 60JIBHO — a Xona HeT. OTolluTa, TTOBECH/Ia TO-
JIOBY.

ITogHsn ronoBy Benukumii.

W Kakapili cuasIiuii B 3ajie Ha CBOV MaHep, B pa3HOM
CTeTeH! CIOKHOCTY, YCITBIIIAT MbIC/M Besmkoro.

BrIpocsio yXo 3aja, CTalo, KakK KYIOJ, OTPOMHBIM U
BCECJIBIIIAIINMM, BCEM CBOMM UeCTOII06MEM, CIaBOIIOON-
€M, 3aBMCTbIO, HEYyMEPEHHOCTbIO, CTPAXOM ITOTEPh U Ke-
JIaHMEeM COXPaHMUTb CIYIIA 3aJI Bemkoro.

VM OTKa3bIBaJICSI BEPUTh CJIBIIIMMOMY — MO0 OKa3bI-
BaJIOCh, UTO €ro Iapa nogo6Ha 6si1a He O6pasiy — Opu-
TMHAJTY, KOTOPBI CKPBIT OT MIPOCTHIX CMEPTHBIX, ¥ HUKO-
MYy He JOCTYITHO JIULIO ero. A Bemkomy 65110 SIBIEHO, KO-
ra AOIyIIeH oH O6buT K OpurmHany. U mpam, uro Bemn-
Kuit cam mposesn Ilape, OT MPaBOro yxa BHU3 — IMTOJ00EH
mpamy OpuruHana. 6o Tombko Obpasel] He3blbaeM U
HeToABIDKeH — a OpUTMHAIT KUBET, U Y HETO, KaK Y BCETO
SKMBOT'O, MOKET OBITh 060JIb, MOXKET MOSIBUTHCS LIIPaM, MO-
SKeT U3MEHUThCS JIMHUS JIALIA.

VM OTKa3bIBaJICSI BEPUTD CIIBIIIIMOMY.

Kynma Tbl, Benukuii, Ha He3bI6IEMOCTb, Ha 3€MJIIO TIOf,
HOTaMM, Ha OIOPY JOMa CBOEro IMOTHSUT PYyKy. 3akoH To-
poma — ato u ecth O6pasen. Paspymb ero, mOMyCTH Ie-
peMeHbl, ¥ KaMeHb OOpaTUTCS B I1€COK, a IeCOK CMOET
IOXKOb — M HUYETo, KpoMe ITyCThIHY, He OyJeT Ha 3TOM
MecCTe, ¥ BOJIa 3aJIbeT MYCThIHIO, U CTAHET 3/1eCh MOpe.

Xoporio 661 3TO ycabiuaTth Beamkomy. Ho obupa 3a-
JIOKMJIA VILIA.

U MmasleHbKUit TTapOBO3MK y3Ke 3aBOAUT ero MoTHasI py-
Ka, ¥ TOT YK€ MHOTAA MPOGYKCOBHIBAET B PYKEe CBOMMMU
KPOXOTHBIMMU KOJIECUKAMMU.
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T'ocrmogy, uto 3a MbICIb 00 OpuruHane? Yro B Heii
MpaBAa M 4YTO 3aIuTa?.. A Belb OK&XMChb OH IIPaB, U HETY
Hamux ['pumepa 1 My3sbi. U HeTy CoThIX, U HeTy [Ipencena-
TeJisl, U HeTy 3TUX CMEeHHBIX M/UTIOCTPATOpOB. U Bce, yke,
KakeTcs1, mepeurpan Bennkuit TaMoskeHHMKA, XOTSI, BUIUT
Bbor, TaMmO>keHHMK TOT B 3TOM He ITPMHUMAaJT HUKAKOTO yva-
cTus. VI TOHKMIT pacyeT, UTO MJUTIOCTPATOPhI, 3Hasl Telepb
CBOIO OOPEUEHHOCTbh, TOTOBbI, HABEPHOE, BBICITYKUTHCS I1e-
pen Benmukum, — MaxHyn Benukuit pykoii, 4To6, MO, WI-
JIIOCTPATOPbI MOKAa3aIM MOJJIMHHYIO CTereHb nogobus. Ho
V3K CJIMIIIKOM 3aITyTaHbl ObUTV Ge[oIary, M BpeaeH JIMITHMIA
CTpax B TakoM jeJie. I HUKTO MM He Mo CcKa3al, Kak 6bLIo
MTOCTYIIUTH B 3TOM CjIydae. Y 3asKr/iv OHY IpeskHue Hydpbl,
B TAKOM CTpaxe yM — INyIl. U ere 6oee MMOYyBCTBOBAIN
cebst obpeueHHbIMM. U TIOIIeNT MajieHbKUII IapOBO3UK,
TIBIXTSI CBOMMM KpPOILEYHBIMM KOJieCMKaMM, CJIOBHO TeHb
TOro — TaMOKeHHMKOM IYILIeHHOro. [JaBu... y-y-y... 3aua-
CTWIU CepIEeYKYM CUISIINX B 3ajIe, BOT OHM, IIMPpbl. OHU-TO
BCe 3HAIOT. BcTan 3ai u 3aamioaupoBa. B Takue MUHYTbI
TOJIbKO 1IMGpam 1 Bepuliib, He TOMY, KTO MTHOBEHbe Ha3a/l
6bu1 Bemmmkum, a TamoskeHHUKY, [IpeacemaTesio, KOTOPbIE,
JIMIIOM K 3a/Iy CTOSI, OTBETM/IM Ha OBauuio. M HuUUero He
ObUTO CJIBINITHO B 9TOM eOVHOAYIIMY elrle Aoaro. Ho ecu Bb
IyMaeTe, 4YTO BCe ObUIM TaK YK €IMHOMYIIHBI, TO OlIMbae-
Tech — ObLIM U Apyrue. Ho meno He B TOM, UTO 9TU IpyTUe
BepwIu BenkomMy Gosbliie, yeM nydpam, UM BOOOIIE STOT
Benukuit 6bUT IO JIAMITOYKM, @ CAMIIKOM MHOTO Y HUX
HAKOIMMJIOCh HEHABUCTU K TOMY, YTO OECATUICTUIMNU OHU
TIOYTH He MEHSIOT MeCT ¥ TOpYaT BOT 371eCh BBEPXY U IT0JTb-
3YIOTCSI TIOCJeAHUMM JeBKaMM, HOCSAT IUIAIlM XY[IIero
1IBeTa, XOTS YeM uepHbIe jyuiie 6enbix? Y6eit bor, HUKTO
9TOro He 3HaeT. HaBepHOe, TOJIBKO Te€M, UYTO MX HOCST
umelole uMeHa. M BOT OHI, Y KOTO TepeKOINmIoCh OXKMU-
IaHKe, BOPYT He BbIIEpsKasii, TaK ObIBAET, KOI/Ia CAVIIKOM
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CKMMaelllb BO3IYIIHbIN 1ap, oH AedopMUpyeTcsl MoJa, 1
BIpPYT — xJom. 3abykcoBai noe3auinko. — CraBa Benmuko-
My!.. — B30pBa/IMCh KaK OYJTO paKeThl B MTOCTAEIHUX PSIIAX,
Toropey, MOMeIjIuiM OTHU, M BOT 3aMeJIbKaau BCIIbIII-
KU — BCe HIDKe U HIKe — «cJ1aBal».

W nopHsnuch Kpuuaiiye... KaskeTcs, BeCb 3aJl ceityac
BCTaHeT, HO pakeTbl — OHU U eCTb pakeTbl! [Tomenmun
TaMOkeHHUK, TTOKA JOrOpesin, pyKy OSHSUI — U OCTaIUCh
CTOSIIIIME C PAa3UMHYTBIMM PTaMM, TyObI IIEBEJISITCS, 8 3BYKa
HeT. A CBepXy CBeT BCIbIXHYJ, U TYyT YK Cpa3y BUIHO,
KTO — KTO, CTOSIIEe Ha CBeTYy, KaK BOP, OCBEIlleHHbI XO-
3IMHOM, 3aCTbUIM U He 1eBessiTcs. M TyT coBceM mporman
BeCh 3HTY3Ma3M... A YK IO psiiaM 3aCKOJIb3WIM KaK TeHU
XOpOM JIIOAY, BBIBOASI KOTO CWMJION, KOTO YTrOBOPOM —
U3 CTOSIIIMX, 3aCTHIBIINX, OOHAPY>)KEHHBIX CBETOM.

Ounysicst Benykuii, Korja yBUaeNI 3To, MpOIia oouaa.
Bce, 0 yeM eMy yM Kpuuat, yC/IbIIaa HaKOHeIl... OOMSIK...

Cam cebs gan yBectu. YToObI KaMeHb IIECKOM He pac-
Tasil, II0Ka He MO34HO...

A TaMOXXeHHUK CIEeIIUT — MeCTO, TAe 3apa3a BbITeKa-
JIa, HaJIo XKeub KaJieHbIM keyie30M. Ero ym Toske B paborTe,
y Hero He 06uga — y Hero pacuet. Y TaMokeHHMKA 3a/1a-
ya, TYT He 10 3MOIuii. A yK Korjaa Bemukuit Takoit dhokyc
BBIKMHYJI, MaJIO pacueTa, BIOXHOBEHbe HYKHO, U TIPUIIIO
BI,OXHOBEHbE; HEe Ha OMEPALMOHHOM CTOJIe, He T0oCe I10-
mpaBoK ['prMepoB, ceifuac jKkejalolye CBOOOIHbIE HOMEpPa
3aiMYT...

Xoporiast IieTh, ¥ pyodel] Ha KOXe ¥ pajoCTb Ha po-
>Ke — U yKe JIeTISITCSL C7I0Ba U3 ero pTa, CTAHOBSITCS KasK-
IIOMY B 3aJjIe IIOHSITHBI ¥ OYeBUIHBI. MecTa CBOOOIHBI U UX
MOXHO 3aHMMAaTh B 3aBUCHMMOCTU OT CUJIbI, @ JIULIO TIOTOM
moBenyT. Y cpa3y — xJom cBeT. I TOMBKO Ha CIIeHY JIy4
LIMPOKUIA, B aKKyPaT Kak CLieHa.

A 4TO IPOUCXOINUT B 3aje?
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Bpone HUKTO He BUAUT M HUKTO He 3HaeT. [la u meii-
CTBUTEJILHO, Pa3Be UTO M KTO pasbepeT. A TaM — Mpen-
cTaBb cebe C00aK C IOJTHIMM! — TOJOMHBIX, JIOTHIX,
CUJIBHBIX, KOTOPBIX 3aCYHY/IU B KJI€TKy, a KjeTKa Ipou-
Has M y3Kas, a BMecTo nosia — 3Men. OT yaaBoOB [0 ra-
miok. Y uro Tam npoucxoaut? SIcHo? ToabkKo OIHA 0CO-
OEHHOCTb — MOJIYa. A B IEpBBbIX psAmax TuimMHa. OHu
BpOJ€e KaK HMUero M He C/bImaT. To/MbKO BOT HEYIAYHYIO
rOpeMbIUHYIO Mapy, MeTUBIYIO B [J1aBHble, 13 MepPBOTO
psiza (OHa-TO YeM BMHOBATA) BbIBEIM OECITYMHBIE JTIOIN,
M Ha UX MECTO yXe KOro-TO ApPYyrMe OecIIyMHbIe JIIOIN
nepeBenu. M Bce Tak TUXO U KyJAbTypHO. Tak ObIBaeT B
KMHOTeaTpe, Korga GuabM UAET M HOYHbIE COBBI PasBo-
IAT OIIO34ABIIMX II0 CBOOOOHBIM MeCTaM. B IIO/JHOI
TEMHOTE.

XX

Ha cieHe yxe Hamm CoTble. Y Hero yyiblOKa Takas,

YTO poyka BO3Jie yiiiei psetcs, 'y COTO pyku Opo>KaT

Tak, OYATO OHA — COTpEeNIMBIIAS BECTa/IKa, CTOSIIAS
Ha Kpalo SIMbl, ¥ BOT-BOT ee Ha JHO OITyCTST. A HaJ Tojio-
BOJ Y HUX IMGPBI MOAOOUST TaKye, UTO U MTOBEPUTH HEJTb-
351. A B 3ajIe B 9TO BpeMsI MeCTa CBOOOTHbIE «3aHUMAIOT» U
32061, 4YTO OpUrMHA CYIIECTBYeT. A Bedb KTO 3HAeT
6onbiie, yeM Bemukuit? Ho, ¢ Ipyroit CTOpPOHBI, MOXKET,
KTO ¥ He 3a0bLI, HO ceifuac He JI0 3TOro, He YIYCTUTb
[IaHC — HOMep CMeHUThb. XOpoluii X0 npugymain Tamo-
SKeHHMK, MOJIOJIell, To/ioBa Bce-Taku. Ellle ecTh B Majbliax
6ersoCTh, €C/IM MO3T C IMaJbllaMy CPaBHUTh, a 3/ C UH-
CTPYMEHTOM, XOPOIIO Chir'pat... 10 CUX TMOp B THUIIMHE
COTIeHbe U CTOHBI, KaK B MOAYIIKY, KaK 3apHUIIbI Ha Kpalo
TOPM30HTA, KaK BCIOJOXY TO6GIeCKMBAIOT. A y My3bl
CepOIe OT 3TOi Mo6eabl BCe BHYTPh CAMOT0O CebsI B5KaaoCh,
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Kak O6yaTo po3sy eit Tam mpuciaoHwiu. YV I'pumepa Tocka
BMecTO pagoctu. Hy ga namHO, HUKTO BeAp HUKOIIA HE
BEPUT TIEPBBIM OIIYIIEHMUSIM, 3aBTpa MPOCIISITCS U Bce Oy-
IeT uHave.

U r1aBHOe 3aKk/IOuUnTe/IbHOE aeiicTBo. OObsasiseT Ta-
MOXXeHHMK. U 1ocse co CclieHbl YXOAT B 3a7 Ha CBOe Me-
CTO. A Ha ClleHe TOJbKO MOMOCT U BBICBEUEH, MOXyHesn
cBeT. Hamia mapa crout. HaunHaeTcs rmokasaTtenbHast Jlio-
60Bb. [JTaBHOJ mapsl 9TOro roja, MOJYYMBIIUX MMeEHA
Myska 1 JKeHBbI.

V JKenbl KojieHM MoArn6awTcs, a y Myska BbITPSIMIISI-
I0TCSI OT TaKoJ yauu, 0 KOTOPOii Aaxe OH, TPeaUyBCTBYS
BCe, U MeuTaTb He MOr. M BOT I1Oj aKKOMIIaHEMEHT
He6eCHO My3bIKM B COUETAHMM C cOOaue3MEeMHBIM IpOo-
TUBOCTOSIHMEM Ha4YMHAETCSI M0, U MOCTeNIeHHO BCe CTU-
xaerT. Jlaske My3bIKa U 1aXKe COMeHbe U CTOHBI.

Tuxo OBMKeTCS TMOe3O0K, 3aTOPMO3UBIINUIA O TPymy
PYK, HOT, TOJIOB. M 130 Bcex OKOH — POXMU, I71a3a, TPy,
PYKMU.

Ha, Benukast munyta! T'opop sxget ee ron. Y Kakablii
pas TmoJsTyyaeT CBOe YI0BOJIbCTBME. BakHas netanb. Beibop
3aKOHYEH, a BCeé PaBHO — YK B 3TOM Iapa I0JIKHA ObITh
He MeHee COBepIlIeHHAa, YeM COBEPIIEHHbI ee JInIa.

XX

pocty, 51 34ech nepenoxHy. Iloesn TOJBKO 3aTOPMO-

3WJI, HO HEe OCTaHOBWICS. Bce B mopsiake. 3a 3TO Bpe-

M1 OecIIyMHBIe JIIOIM OCTaTKU PYK, HOT, TOJIOB, TIA-
TeJIbHO COOPAB, KaK IMTUIIBI KPOXY CO CTOJA, KAKETCS, YKe
BbIHEC/IM U3 3aia. Vimewo s mpaBO OTBJeubCsa? VMew s
TIpaBo TepeIOXHYTh, BBIATH 13 3TOTO TAfHOTO MeXaHude-
CKOTO IIOryOMTeNbCcTBa Ha Bo3myx? Ha moxknp? [a, Ha
IOX[Ib.



Kakas Heroroja Ha ABope, Kak Ha Aylle CAAHUT, CUITY-
3ThI JOMOB OTCIOJIa, C JII0OOr0 MeCTa, JajJeKyu M TYMaHHbI.
3a cnuHOI — 3a/1. Biepenu, BHU3Y, — ero yBeauMueHHast
nonosuHa. Kyma muaTtu, rae nepeqoxHYTbh, IMepenblliaTh,
HeueM JbIIIaTh, AbIIIATh HeueM. Joxaem, 4To Ju? Ho Tbl
ke He pbiba... Ha JHEe peKwu, 3aabixaics, HeT, Ha06OopOoT,
npuTBOpsAiics... Tyro Kak, Ha fyure. Kakoe MHe feno 1o
HUX. Y MeHS Bellb y CaMOTO KasKIbli1 AeHb — Tyaa. Komky
Obl ceifyac IMOMIAgUTh — Myp-p-p. CHABIIINIIb, KaK OHA
o[, pyKo¥ MoxHaTo usrubaercsi? I'ybamu — B miepcts. U
Bce? U HMUero Benp 1 HeTy KpoMe? AX, MOKpasi epCThb-
TO. V KOIIKY >KaJIKO, BCIO KM3Hb JKAJIKO KOIIKY, M 33 UTO
Tbl ee Torga? Ilpmukasanu. [a, sTo cepbe3sHo. Korga 3aBu-
CHUlllb, HE TO CAesaelllb, TaK ¥ He My4aiics. A BCTIOMUHAET-
cs. A ecaut 6bI M He BCIIOMHUIOCHh — yOuia-Taku. [Togyma-
elllb, Kolika. BOH 1 He KollleK B 3ajie HaBaJIoM. Tak uTo —
He §, He Tbl — 3TO yTelllaeT. B kpaTepe OeCTBYIOLIETO
MpPYT MUKpPOOBI, UM TOKe HMUYEM He momoxenib. Ho Benb
SKUBYT. Miou-ka Thl 06paTtHo. OHU U SI3bIKA TBOEro, MUK-
po6bI, He TOMYT, Y HUX, MUKPOOOB-TO, U IO CJIOB €lle
IleJIo He JOIIJIO, Yero MOKHelb? be3 TeOsl Belb HAUHYT, U
YAOBOJILCTBUSI He TOMYyuMIlTb. M HUKOMY He TMOMOKelllb,
KasK7blil eHb Bellb — TYAA, ¥ KasKIblil yac Beb TyJa JKe.
A moxert, momory? Ho He 3TuM. DT yxe enyT. Bce, UTO ThI
MOXelllb (He eyT, a KaTsSITCs BHU3, TUXO TOJSI3TUBAsT XKe-
JIe30M), — 3TO OMMUCATh UX ITyTh, YTOOBI APYTUM HEITOBa/I-
HO ObUIO MAK KaTUThCS M CAaAUTHCS HA Takoil moesm. U
Bce? Maso? Bpsim v oT Tebsl OymeT 1moJib3a, Koraa B Ba-
TOHe, JIETSIIEM C OTKOCa, Thl OyIellb MyIPO MBICIUTb U
3IpaBo paccykgatb. CMentHo. Y mepcTh MOKpasi, ¥ ryobl
MOKpBIe. Bosbllle HUKOIrAA He 11e/I0BaThCs, UTO In? A 3a-
yeM Toraa skuthb? [Topa? ITopa.
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XXIV

BeT CTaJl YyTh JIy4yllle. 3a3Byvyasa My3blka. Ha momocre

Myx u XXena. Co BCcex yeTbIpeX CTOPOH OITyCTMJIUCH

OTpOMHBIe MTPo3pauHble UCCUHS-0eI0ro 1iBeTa CTeK/Ia.
1 cpasy xe mapa BbIpOC/ia, BOecATepo. YBeauumiacb. U
CTaja BUIOMMA BCeM CUASIIIMM B 3ajie, IaXXe U U3 CaMoOn
BBICILIE} TOUKM TMOC/IenHero psana. OTueTanBo, O4MHAKOBO
6bUTM BUOMMBI IBOE CTOSIIINMX Ha TIOMOCTE.

— [IpUroTOBUIINCE...

T'onoc ckasai 3TO He paBHOAYIIHO, YTO-TO 3aIlepLInIOo
y TamoxxeHHuKa B ropse. Bagpornyna Mysa. Tlonoxuina
pPyKy Ha kosieHO I'pumepy. OH MONOKUI CBOIO €1 Ha TPYIb,
OHY OOHSITUCH ellle Kpertue U 3aCTbUIN.

Jlerkue, Kak ITMIIbI, OpXawllye B 3UMHUX Cafax,
My 1 JKeHa pa3onuinch B pa3Hbie CTOpoHbI. OHa caenana
peBepaHc. OH MOKJIOHUJICS CAEPKaHHO U TOPKECTBEHHO.
U BOopyr nopouien K Helt U OGHUM PbIBKOM CUJIBHBIX TOH-
KMX TIAJIbIIEB PYKU COPBAJ C Hee pyOaxy. U yBennueHHas,
sicHasi, 6esasl HAarora BCIIBIXHY/IA U yaapuia KaXIoro 1o
rj1asam, Mo cepzly, Mo Tely, CJIOBHO TOK IpOILIes CKBO3b
CUISIIVX B 3a7e.

ly-y-y-y — BbigoxHyau B 3aie. WM 3acteumm. OHU
ONSITh NMOKJIOHWJIMCh OOUH pas, OPYroii, YeTBepThI U OT-
IeIbHO — TISATBIN, Tyma, TOe IO/DKeH Obl, HaBepHOoe,
HaxoauTbcsl TamoxkeHHMK. TakoB putyas. XKeHa nopoiuia
K My>Ky, BCTajla Ha KOJIEHM U pyKaMy Me[JIeHHO CTalua
¢ Hero pyb6axy. OHa CI0/1371a, JIeTKO IienecTst u 6mects. U
BCITBIXHYJI KpacHbIN cBeT. Tesa cramm eme 60yiee Orpom-
Hbl. Bbula 3aMeTHa Kaxkzgasi MOPIIMHKA, T€Hb, Kaxkaas
CKJIaJIKa U aXe BOJIOCOK, KOTOPBIN POC Y HEe UyTh BBIIIE
npasoit kiouniipl. He BcTaBas ¢ KoJieH, JKeHa rmoBainiach
HaB3HWYb, HETIOABVKHAS, 3aCThIBIIAS, XAyLIas... Orpom-
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Hasl, KaK BeCb 9TOT 3a1. MyX CTOSII, OIyCTUB pyKu. OnsITh
royioc TaMOskeHHMKA, YK€ BOIIPOCUTEIbHBIN.

— IIpuroToBUINCH?

JKeHa KMBHYJIa r0JIOBOIA.

— Havannu. — TaMO>XeHHMK BBIAOXHYJ 3TO, M IaJIbIIbl
ero OuIyTWin Koy JKeHbl, B HUX ellle He MMPOILIOo Ollyle-
HMe ee TPybOBATOro, HO HAMPSDKEHHOTO M MeJJIEHHOTO
3ByKa, BOCIIOMMHAHME BBICTYNIWJIO KarelbKamy IOTa Ha
KOHYMKaX naiblieB. TaMOKeHHUK BBITEP PYKM O ILJIATOK.
UYTo-TO MPOUCXOAMUIO B HEM ITOMMMO ero Boju u yma. Ero
Myk 1 JKeHa 6bUTM XOPOIIN. ..

«Ciryiait, a OHM XOpoIIn», — cKasaju cede ['pumep.

«Hapo ke, — nmomymana My3a, — CKOJIbKO pa3 Buesa
MX ¥ HUKOIJIa He TIPe/CTaBJsiia, YTO OHYM KpacuBas Iapa.
U yero oHu 6eraioT gpyr OT gpyra?»

OcBeTuTEeNM BBITEP/IM TIOT C Jiiia. Bce 6bUIO Kak HAJIO.
MosKHO, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe, IIepeBeCTy AbIXaHue.

«$5 HuKorma He BUAeN ee TaKoi, ee TOAMEHUIU», —
yauBuicsa Cto miectoit. 3a ecsITh JIeT OH HauU3yCTh BbI-
yumi 3to Teno. OHO ke HA camMoM Jeje ObuTo ctapee. Ho
Cto miectoit mpomMosyan. ToNbKO HAMpsrcsl BeCb, BCIIOM-
HUB OILYIEHUSI CBOM OT 3TOI KOKN.

«boske Moi1! — uTO-TO, Ka3ajoCh, BOT-BOT JIOITHET
B CTo ueThIpHamnaToil. OHa GOJbIINe AECITH JIET KaKIbIi
Beuep riaagmuia nio CoToro, 3T BOJIOCHI, 3TU TIJIeUN, a-
ke JTI06MIa X, HO OHA HUKOTIA He BUIeIa ero TakKuM. —
0-0-0», — 3aCTOHaJ/Ia U TYT Ke 3aKpbljia POT PyKaMu.

A B 3TO Bpems, B 3TO BpeMsl BCe Yyke HauMHaIOCh.
Hauvanoch. PacriapeHHass KpacHasi OTpOMHasi TyIia IIpu-
6mmsuIach K cebe momo6Hoii. HaBepHoe, Bech 3ai BMe-
cTuicst 61 B 9TH Tejia. 3y6bl BIMIMCH B KOXY IlIeUa Tak,
YTO GPBI3HYJIA KPOBb. Y-y-(... — BBIIOXHYII 3aJ1.

A oHU, y)Ke He OTpbIBasiCh, IlepeBepPHY/INUCh, TOKATH-
JIUCh, PYKU CY[IOPOKHO CTaau pPBaThb KOXY U BOJIOCHI, OHU
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pblyamu, Xpurenau, IepekaTbiBaauCh, OTPOMHbBIE, CJIOBHO
CcapaHyoii Kuilallee, IepeauBarolleecs IMoJe. 3e/eHblil
LIBET CMEHMJI PO30BbIif, ITOTOM BCITbIXHYJI (hMOJIETOBBIN —
uBeT rapMoHun. C Topsl B ropy IMOMOCT Hauyajq packauu-
BaThCS, KaK JIOAKA BO BpeMs IITOPMA, M OHU JOepXKaaucCh
Ipyr 3a apyra. U eme Kperue ObUt OOBSIThS U 6OJIb MX.
DTOT KOMOK MsIca HIBBIPSIZIO O 6OPT, OHM GMINCDH TOJIOBOIA,
OTKaTbhIBAINCH, TTIePEBOPAUMBAJINCE, HO HMKAKAsI CUIa He
MoOrjla pa3beAVMHUTb UX ceifuac, fake CMepThb, OHU JO-
CTUTJIX BepIUMHbBI CBOei Xu3Hu — [1aBHasg napa ['opopna,
My u JKeHa, BCe B KPOBU, C BbIPBAHHBIMM KyCKaMy MsICa,
pblua, Tiavya, HeHaBU IS APYT ApYyra, MPOKIMHAS APYT ApY-
ra, ObUIM CYACTIMBBI, ¥ KaKIbIN ele YXUTPSIICS TyMaTb
B 5TOM MeCHUBe, IBIKEHUSIX, KPOBU U 6OJIU O TeX, C KeM
OHM ObUIM BUEpa, O TeX, KOTO OHM BUJIENIU U KOTO ObI XOTe-
JIV 32 CBOM JTOJITME TOABI HA paboTe, B KOpUI0Opax, B 3aje...

— He mory... He mory, ceityac! — cuIbHee UX PbIUaHbS
U KpMKa MoBUCI0 B Bo3ayxe. CTO 11eCToit He Bbifepykal, U
TyT ke CTO yeTbIpHAAIlaTasl BCKOUM/IA, B3BM3THY/IA U Blie-
MUaach B BOJIOCHI BIIEpeny CUASIIMX U ellle HeCKOJIbKO
YyeJI0BeK MPUCOeqMHUIOCH K HUM.

OHM 6bUTM BO3OYKIEHBI, TOCTATOYHO ObUIO OFHOTO
TOJIUKA, KPMKa, YTOOBI TTOAHSITh 3al.

Taxk MaJIeHbKMIT OTOHEK OMK(OPIOB B3PbIBAET TOJI.

Ho TamoskeHHMK XOPOIIIO 3Haj CBOe AeJo.

— Cger.

3askercsi CBer.

— Cror.

[Tapa ocTaHOBMJIACD.

W 3acTblia HEMOABMKHO B KPOBU U IOTY, OH TOJIbKO
YYTb IPUITOIHSII TOJIOBY — GeIHBIN IIamguaTop.

BTopoii pa3 3a Beuep — 3TO yke CIUIIKOM. U miepBbIii
pa3 — TaKoro 3a BCKO IOMHUMYIO McTOpUIo 'opopa He ObI-

JI0, & TYT...
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W nmpuuioch CHOBa MIBBIPHYTH MO, KOjeca KPUKYHOB.
[IpaBpa, MeHbIlle, UeM MpexXIe, HO YTO-TO BCe XKe pasia-
IWIOCh B YIIpaBJeHUM BaroHaMu. Hey>KTO BecCh 3aj Hao
nepeexaThb kosiecom? HeT, Ha 3TOT pa3 oTpe3BJeHNe TPH-
IIJI0 MTHOBEHHO. OTATh BCEe CKPBUIMCH B C€OSI, ¥ TOIBKO
OeHbIE KePTBbI COGCTBEHHO HeCaep>KaHHOCTH, OTJISIIbI-
BasICh HA OCTAIONIVXCS B 3aJie U JIeKaIIMX Ha ClieHe, ObLIn
YBOOUMMBI U3 3a1a. A B 9TO BpeMsl yXe CTeK/Ia YXOOWUIu
BBEpX, M Ha ClieHe BMEeCTO OIPOMHBIX JIeXKalllUX KPAaCHbBIX,
pacIapeHHbIX Py, 0CTajaach JieskaTh Mapa moJy3aayiieH-
HBIX YE€PBSKOB, KOTOPBIX U PACCMOTPETh-TO OBIIO TPYIHO.
N u3-3a Hux?.. OrsiabpIBasich, YXOOWUIM YBOAMMbIE, sKajiest
O CTOJIb HUUTOKHOM TIOBOZE B3pbIBa. A 3TUX yMeHbIIIeH-
HBIX JTIOMIIEK GECITyMHbIE JIIOAY BHITACKUBAJIU CO CIIEHBL.

ban okoHueH.

ITopa 3a mnaum — ¥ MO AOMaM, HO Y HEKOTOPbIX HeT
YOKe TUTallei U TOMOB TOKe.

TakuMu ke MOHOTOHHBIMM PsiTaMM, Ha 3TOT pa3s yxke
6e3 ¢akesioB, B TEMHOTE U JOXKIE, IEPEBO CTAJIO BbITAC-
KMBaTh U3 3a7a KOPHU U, TISTSCh KOPHSIMY BHU3, IOTIO3-
10 u3 Joma. Ho Hety Toi1 cTpoiiHOCcTI. HeTy. U He Tak yK
CYACT/IUBBI U Te, KTO B TeMHOTe TaKM 3aXBaTUJ TOMIPU-
JnuHee HoMep. U XOTb ket Ux Ipyroi IoM, a y KOro pyka
3aMOTaHa KpacHOi Habyxieit Tpsiuiieit, y KOro BMeCTO
IJla3 KpoBaBasl Kallia... 10 PajoCTu JIM YK TYT. XpoMaeT
IepeBO BHU3 3a CTPYSIMM AOXIS. JIMIIb TTepBble psIAbI T0-
JIYYUJIV YAOBOJIbCTBYE, €CJIV HE CUMTATh GECITOKOMCTBA BO
BpeMsI TlepepbiBa, /la U J0 KOHIIA BCe ke He Jocuaeni, HO
6bUT0 Herutoxo. IIpodeccroHanbl B 3TUX AeNax. Bbuio-
TaKU AECTBUTETbHO HEILJIOXO.

I/IHTepBaHbI MeXay MAymMMM 110 yJIniie HapylleHbl, Ha
KOM-TO He HaKMHYTHI KaIIOIIOHBI, KTO-TO MaAaeT, U ero
nogHumMaloT. CBeT Ha yauIax MHoMepK, ¢GoHapu OGejibl,
CTEHBI MICXOOST TEIUIOM. JJ0XKAb IMapuT. A M0 KaHATy TeYeT
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BOJIa, U 3eJIeHOBAaThIe CTPYM OKPAIMBAIOT €€ B CBOJ HeIlo-
BTOPMMBIIi, MyTHO-TSDKEJIbIN 1[BET.

Ho ckopo 3To niporiger.

U 310 mpoxoaut. Ha To u moXmb, YTOOGBI CMBITH BCe,
YTO TOIaJaeT B BOAOCTOKU. M KpOBb, KOTOpAss MHOTOA
MajaeT Ha KaMeHb U3 MOBPEKIEHHBIX PYK, Pa30dpaHHbIX
IIeK, a TO U MPOCTO CJie3bl, KOHEUHO JKeHCKME, Beb JKEeH-
MIMHBI 60JIee YYBCTBUTENbHBI K IMTPOUCXOASIIEMY C JIIOIb-
mu. OHM B UeM-TO Jaske JIIOOM OYIyIIEro mepen My>KCKOi
ITOJIOBMHO, IO3TOMY-TO HET COBITae€HMIi UM TTOUTH HeT.
Ho mokmp mpeT, MAyT JII0OM MOHOTOHHO, pa3MepeHHO,
THxo. Vcue3aioT B IpoeMax CBETJIbIX, OTKPhIBAIOIIMXCS
ITOYUTHM HACTeXb ABepeii. VI mocTerleHHO Bce YCIIOKauBaeT-
cs. HaBepHoe, 3TO TOXe crpaBemauBo. ITpubauskaercs
HOYb. A HOUYBIO Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMs K HaM IIPUXOIUT I10-
KOJi ¥ B caMble OeCITOKOIiHbIe BpeMeHa, 60yiee 6eCIOKO-
HbIe, YeM 3TU, XOTSI KOMYy JAHO IPaBO CYAUTH, Kakue 6o-
Jlee 6ecrioKoiiHbl. BbiBaeT erie 6ecconnniia? Ho ew 6oste-
IOT U CaMble CUACT/IMBbIE, M CAMble HECUACT/IMBBIE, CyYa-
€TCSI, CITOKOIHO CIISAIT — BOT 3TO U €CTh CIIPaBeIJIMBOCTD,
YTO MMP B KOHEUHOM CYeTe HeOObSICHUM U HEOXUOAH.
Benp Kakme, Ka3aJoChb, HEOXMIAHHOCTM BO3MOSKHBI
B 3TOM 'Opone — u Ha Tebe!..

XXV

aw 'pumep temnepb — Benukuii I'pumep, B HOBOM [10-

me. Mysa B HOBOM xaysare. OHM YyKe obouUIM BCe

KOMHAaTBhI, TIOCUIIEeIN B Caly, OH IMOJep>Kaa ee pPyKy,
KaK KeJITyI0 IITUILY, B CBOEIi pyKe, TUXO U 6epeskHO, a OHa
JIACKOBO TOCMOTpea B €ro, elle Kak BoJAa IMocjae KaMHS,
HeYIOKOoeHHbIe 1y1a3a. Kakoe cuactbe He JIoMaTh cebe To-
JIOBY B CTPEMJIEHUM 3aHSTh OYepenHOo HoMmep. Brolie Be-
JIMKOTO MeCTa B 3TOM ropojie HeT.
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A TamoxkeHHMK? TaMOKEHHUMK — mpyrasi mpodeccusl.
Hpyras, My3a nmonnmaert 31o. OHa rnogoasuraeTcs K ['pume-
py. U TyT ee HauMHaeT TOIHUTb. OHAa KOPUUTCS, AepPsKach 3a
SKMBOT, U €[iBa yCIIeBaeT 106eXXaTh 10 PaKOBMHBL... ['pumep
TIOHMMAeT ee COCTOsIHMe — BcrnoMHmIa Corbix. My3a ma-
YeT, TeKYT CJie3bl, ee TOLIHUT, SKeNThIi MOTOK XJIelleT Ha
6eyIo MMOBEPXHOCTb paKOBMUHBI. C pamocTy 06a BBITMIIN 10
cTakaHy BuHA. HO geno He B BBIIUTOM. [leo B TOM, UTO
B 3ajie ObLI IIEPEpbIB M SPKMIA CBET — B MO3TY OCTasach
BCIIBIIIKA, B MO3Ty OCTaJIOCh OTBpallleHue, 1 Jjisl TOTO, YTO-
ObI 9TO ¥CYe3/10, My3a BbIBEpHYTa MO3TOM HapyKy.

I'pumep npolie, Ioc/e BCeX COAPaHHBIX KOX, CKasbIie-
Jieil, KpoBM, CTpaxa, MalyeHTOB 3a JOJTue TOAbl Bps, Iu
€ro yeM MOXXKHO TPOHYTb, HO IOHMMAaThb OH ITOHMMaAaeT.
Tnagut Mysy 110 BOJIOCaM, ¥ yTEIIaeT ee, M OOBSICHSIET €if,
YTO 3TO CJIYyYafHOCTh U UTO, ecyu Obl He 060pBaIy MOKa-
3aTeJIbHYIO JII0O0Bb, OHA GbI IPHUIIIA cuacTauBas. U masxke
Y HUX CerofHsl 6bUIO ObI BCe JIydYllle M TIPUSITHEE, UYeM
OOBIYHO.

N Mysa ycriokouinace. IlocterneHHo. I'pumep Bezet ee
K TI0CTeJu, pa3feBaeT, My3a ObIIINUT elle TsKeIo, HO yKe
CIIOKOJiHee, IOTOMY UTO B MO3TY UMIlle, I OHa Y)Ke JymaeT
o ['maBHO TIape, skajneeT Ux U skajeeT CTO MIeCToro, KOTo-
pbIit BeJl cebst Tak OTBaKHO. A mor yin ['pumMep BecTu cebst
TaK OTBXHO? A MOXKHO i BOOOIe BecTy cebsi OTBAXKHO
B 'opojie, rfie oTBara paBHOCU/IbHA YXO#Y... A OTBasKHO —
3TO, HaBepHOe, KOTAA AOKIb COOMpPaeTCcs BHU3Y. A MTOTOM
MOAHMMAETCsI HACTOIbKO BBICOKO, UTO MOXeT U JIoM, CTO-
SIIMIE Ha JIOGHOM MecCTe, OKas3aThCs IOJ BOZOI, M TOraa
I'puMep TUIBIBM BHYTPb BOZBI, UTOOBI HAMTU BXOX B CBOM
IIOM, IPOILJIBIBM KOPUIOPOM... — T71a3a My3bl CAUIIAIOTCS,
MbICTM My3bl CKOJB3SIT 1O 3TOMY KOPUIOPY, IbITAsICh
OTBICKATh BXOZ, HO BXOJa HeT, U Ayiia My3bl KOJIOTUTCS,
3a/bIXasiCh, O 3aKPBITYIO ABEPb, Yepe3 KOTOPYI0 OHA TOJb-
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KO UTO BILJIbUIA B KOPUIOP, a HaJ, ABEPbI0 TOPUT KpacHOoe:
«Bpixoma HeT». Y1 He Hamo, MoBopaunBaeTcss Mysa u npu-
TBOPSITBHCS PbIOOVA. ..

A Tpumep CIMIIKOM CETOAHSI BO30YKIEH, YTOObI
craTh, 160 B HEM ellle KPYTATCS, KaK Kapycesb, Uudphl,
yaouBiaeHHOe auilo Benukoro, tyma CoToi, pa3sBOpOYeH-
Hasl BO BeChb 3aJ1 — ITOTHBIM, O€JIbIM, SKEJITBIM Hapy:Ky.

CBoi1 cTpax.

CriokoriHble pbDKMe r1a3a TaMosKeHHMKa U OOXOb, Ta-
KO >Ke PbDKMI CerofHs B KaHa/IaX, KaK 9Tu IJia3a.

U rmoka Bce 3TO He MOTepsieT KOHTYPbI U CBOV IepBbIii
cMbIC, [pyMepy 6eCIone3HO JTOKUTHCS, HY’KHO, YTOOBI 3TO
BCE PACILIbLIOCH, YIIETJIOCh M 3a0bUIOCh B MAMSITH, HYKHO,
YTOOBI 9TO IMEPECTA]IO CYIIECTBOBATb CETOAHSI U Iepelio
B 6BIJIO (2 MOYKET, ¥ BOBCE He ObIJI0), UTOOBI CITyUMBIIIEECS U
COH TIeperuieNnch, TOMEHS/IMCh MeCTaMU, U TOT/la BO3HUK-
HET CMyTa, C KOTOPO# HY;KHO GYIEeT mOTrOBOPUTHCS, UTOOBI
OHa OCTaBWjIa ero A0 3aBTpa WiK IO ellle He TPOXUTHIX
IHeil — U MyCTh OJHAXKIbI BCIUIBIBET OHA, KaK pblba cpeay
OMYyTa, YIAPUT XBOCTOM, U CKKET CBOE «I10pa», 1 0bepHeT-
cs1 pbiba MasbCTpeMOM, B KOTOPOM CTOJIbKO-TO METPOB U
CTOJIBKO-TO CAHTMMETPOB [I0 YepHOI1 BcachIBaIOIIEN AbIPbI,
U 3aKpPYTUT ero MaJibCTpeM U TPOBEPTUT MO KPYTy MOJIO-
SKeHHOe unciio pas... Cocet Apipa... CToII, CTOII, 3TO Belb He
Ta CMyTa, 3TO Belb yaaua, mobena. Tonbko Hauano? Ho Bce
paBHO nobefa, a mobema TpebyeT 3aIUThI, TAK YTO ITPUIET-
s elne mopaboTaTh, IMoKa cimuT My3a, — He Ha KOKe U My-
CKyJIax MPOJOJDKUT CBOM JIMHUM CKaJibIlelb, HA TOJICTOM,
TSDKEJIOM, KaK JlepeBo, KapToHe, Tiepef, TeM Kak Jieub Kpac-
Kamu, IMPOBeJEeT OH CBOM JIOPOTH, TPOSTHCKUI I KOHb YXMbI-
JILHETCSI CBOMM JIEPEBSIHHBIM OKOM, ¥ MOPE OTCTYIIUT, UTO-
ObI BBIITYCTUTH T'aJI0B, 6€3 KOTOPBIX U yaaue u robeme He
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ObIBaTh BOBEKM, M HeTYy Jpyroii mpapibl. CTOABKO 3TUX
KapTOHOB HabGpasioch 3a KM3Hb, HO He 6ymb X, CKOJIbKO
MBIIIIIL JIOITHYJIO, CTPaXoB U 6Gosieli 6e3 HYKIbI CTYUMUIIOCH,
MOKET, OTTOTO M ITPOBeJ orepaiuio I'pumep Tak 6bICTPO,
YTO HM JHSI OTAbIXa HE 3Ha/IM MaJblibl €ro U BCe CIeLIIN,
BBIPMCOBBIBASI TaI0B, M3BUBASI UX Tejla eper, TepeBsTHHbIM
KOIIBITOM, @ TO 1 6e3 KOHs1, camu 1o cebe... U ycrokauBaer-
Cs1 CMyTa, LUMIINUT Y YIIOJ3aeT BO Buepa, B CoH. U yxe Tyaa
K€ MOXKHO ¥ CamMOMY, HO He CKOpO, a K YTPY, KOTAa AOXKIb
JIYTIUT TI0 KAMEHHOJ1 Kpblllle CUIbHe U yaille... Ho 310 110-
TOM, Yaca yepe3 TPy, a MOKa...

XXVi

KOJIBKO HOBOCe/nii B ['opofie, CKOMBbKO CYACT/IMBBIX KaJIeK

TOC/Ie CETOMHSIIHEro 6aja. A TIJIaBHbIE CYACT/IMBLIBI,

obiBIIVe COThIe, y3ke MpUILM B ce6s1. CKOTBKO KOIIIKY HI
6eit, a oHa Bce Kak HOBasl. Myk 1 JKeHa cuIAT yske B CBOEM
HOBOM Cafy — pacliapeHHble, pO30Bble, HEXKHbIE, CYACTIN-
Bble. OH TOPOIUIMBO TSHET BMHO, KPACHOE KaK KPOBb, U OHO,
He ycIieBas TIoTacThb B POT, TeUeT 110 MOIO0PO/IKY, KaraeT Ha
rpyab (M60 MyK CUMIMT OTKMHYBIINMCE) U HIDKe TI0 Gefipy, a
MOTOM B TECOK Cafia. 3aBUOYIOT HEGOCh MX TUINMHE U Cya-
cTeio. A JKena? Emie posoBeii, elje HesKHEl — >KEeHIIMHBI
YYBCTBYIOT BCE CW/IbHEE — TIOTAIMBAET CBOV HaNmMTOK. Kpac-
HOe, TYCTOe, TeIUIoe, COJIOHOBATOE BMHO, TOXKE Orubast ee
TyObI, TOHKMMM CTPY/KaMM CTEKaeT Ha Ipyab, TOTOM Kara-
€T, KaK COCY/IbKM 10 BECHe, U, 3aIlI0JTHUB ITyTIOK, NepenBa-
ercs BHM3. U Tak mpoxogut monvaca. U elre mosmyaca. Xo-
pomio. M xoporiio, a yero-to Bpofe u HeT. OTmoxHyna. U
BpeMsI TIPUBBIUHOE — ee BpeMsl. [la Terepb M BOOOIIE BCe
BpeMs ee. Myxk 1 JKeHa — 3T0 1 ecTb rpodeccusi. Hukyma He
TOPONUTHCS, 3aBTPa PaHO He BCTaBaTh. M TSHET MO3TOMY ee
Kyzaa-To. Ho Bpope Kak 1o npusbruke. MyKy HaJlo IIEPBOMY.
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Ona cMoTpuT Ha ABepb. OH MepexBaThIBA€T B3IJISH U 3a-
KpbIBaerT riasa — He popmamct Myx. Yero yk, IycTb, MOJI,
CXOZIUT, eciiu XoueT. VI oH oTioxHeT Toxke. Ternepb OHU camMu
cebe 3aKOH, KaK OHM OYIYT KUTb, TAK ¥ HPaBCTBEHHO.

JKeHa rmogpIMaeTcs, OTKpbIBAET ABEPb, HAKUIbIBAET XaJIar,
Terepb Bce B OHOM JoMe. KHOTIKM Haskasia Ha 1IeCTH IBepsIx
Cpasy, OHa OTKPbUIaCh. BbICOKMIA, TagHBINI, UTO HAZO.

— Xena?

— JKeHa, — TIpoTATUBAET PyKy U yabibaeTcss. KoHeuHo,
KaXK[Iblii Terlepb 3HaeT ee, OT POAMHKM Ha Iijieue A0 SIMOY-
KI BO3JIe K/TIOUUIIbI.

— IIpencenareiib.

— OueHb IPUSTHO.

— KoneuHo, 51 Bac 3Haw. — ['na3a y IIpencenarens ma-
JIOBNMBbIE, MpodeccuoHa/lbHbIE, €Illle OT JeiicTBa He
ocTblI. ECTh UTO-TO BCe Xe B MMeHaX. JTO Tebe He HOMe-
pa... 3mech Bce MPUSITHO, YBAXXUTEIbHO, BBICOKOIIOPOIHO.
Jltomu npyrue He60Ch... Tak U eCThb, MyCTh, OKA3bIBAETCS,
YAOBOJILCTBUSI MeHbllle, HO 3aTO C JIMXBO — TOHKOCTU
3TaKO¥ MMEeHHOI. A?

Yepes yac MyKy TOXe ITOBE3JI0, HO He cpa3y. B ogHoit
IBepM OTKpbUI IJlas3a Mapbl. [IpuUIuioch M3BUHUTHCS. Bo
BTOpOIA, uTO Hago, — ComnpencenaTtens kKomuccuu. OMyneTsb
MOKHO. ECTh B 3TMX JaMOuKaxX Ha MYXCKUX AOJIKHOCTSIX
aTakast npbiTh. [la Kene30. [la yepT 3HAeT UTO eCTb, U He
pacckaxellb Bcero. A riaaBHOe, BCe MPOUCXOIUT Cepbe3HO,
BIYMUYMBO, CBUPEIIO, V3K Yero TojbKo MyX He Bugen. A TyT
nepBbili pas — Vims. Hudero He nonuiiieiib — YK AECTBU-
TeJIbHO, OJHO CJI0BO — UMSI! Tak 1 TakOro emMy, B €0 Besu-
Kol ¢aHTasmMu, ¥ He CHWUIOCh, U HE BBITYMAaJOCh, U He
npenmnonoxkuaock. lartascs, Myx BcTal. A 4TO, IOC/IEe MO-
Ka3aTeJbHOTO BBICTYIUIEHUS, fa ceituac... Hy 3apasa, moka-
Yyajl rojioBoii MyX, oTHaBasi JO/DKHOE ee MacTepCTBY, He
CJIMIIKOM JIM MHOTO /11 OGHOTO 4YejIOBEeKa, AaXe eCau OH
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Myx. TpyZHO IOBEpUTH, UTO B 3TO BpeMs 3a CTEHOI Bce
TaK Xe MAeT NOKOb M HOYBIO Cejfyac emje KTO-TO 3aHAT
Opyruvu fenamu. Myxky Kaxkercs, 4to Bech I'opon B 3Ty
HOYb He CIIUT, KaK ¥ OH, pagyscCh SKU3HMU.

XXVII

BbI. BTOpOIt Yyac mpoposokana aesxypHas Komuccns pa-

60Ty ¢ 6aboii rpexkHero Beymmkoro, Korga B KaOuHeTe

rosiBiIcs TaMOXKEHHMK, KOTOPBIiA, 110 YTBEPKIEHUIO
6a0bl, TIOCJIAN ee K BeuKkoMy ¢ BIIOJIHE OMIpenesieHHOI 11e-
JIbI0 — WM3BJIeueHus uHopMalyuu. YeM OHa YCIEIIHO U
3aHMMaJlach U repenasaia ee TamokeHHUKY. TaMOXKEeHHUK
ITIOCMOTpEJT Ha BCIIyXIlIee OTOUTOe N0 6abbl, TOMOPILMAII-
CsI: OH He JII0OWJI, Koria JIUII0, KOTOPOe HOCU/ U OH, CTAHO-
BWJIOCh TakMM 6e300pasHbIM. YK€ OFHOTO 3TOTO XBaTWUJIO
ObI 1151 Ha3HAUYeHusT YXoma, Ho TaMOKeHHMK GbLiI, KOHeu-
HO, HACKOJIbKO MOSKHO, TYMaHeH U CIpaBemiMB. M TOIbKO
TI0CjIe TOTO, KaK 6aba, He BbIIepsKaB ero CTPaHHBIX BOIIPO-
COB, CIaJIa JI OHA C Benmkum, OTBeTWIA MOTYyOPaHbIO U
MPOChOOI TTIOAEUTBCS C Hel APYyTMMU criocobaMu U3BJIe-
yeHMs MHpopMauym 13 Belmkux, — UL B 9TOM COCTOSI-
HMUM Kask[Oblii 4eJOBeK IpOoOaThIBAeT BCe, KaK Obl OH HU
ObUT YMEH U U30MIPeH, MO0 MO3T ero 6eCKOHTposeH. 1 uTo
CIISIT BCe, IaKe ecI 9TO U He paboTa U He T10 3aJaHUI0, U
OHAa He BUAUT IPUUKH, IT0 KOTOPBIM ei1 6bLJI0 OblI 3ampelie-
HO JieaTh 9T0. TaMOKeHHUK elle pa3 yoeamics B JKEHCKOM
KOBapCTBE M HEHAMEKHOCTU M TYT K€ COPBAJICS M CKasasl
IJIMHHYIO pedb, KaKylo He TOBOPWI, HaBepHOe, HU pasy B
SKU3HU. VI3 Hee MOXKHO ObUIO IOHSTh KaskAOMY UJIEHY Je-
>KypHOI Kommccuu, 4To, BO-TIEPBBIX, €r0 HE MHTEpECYeT,
YTO Je/Ial0T BCe, eCTh 3aKOH, 3allpeliaillnii BpeMeHHoe
CIriapuBaHMe, BO3MOKHO TOJIbKO MOCTOSIHHOe. CriapuBarics
C KeM-HUOYIb IMOCTOSIHHO, a MOTOM Oyab CBOOOIHA, Kak
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Tebe 3a6;1aropacCyIUTCs, TOJIbKO, KOHEUHO, He Momamaiics,
M BO-BTOPBIX, OH [IaBajl eif 3a/aHne y3HaTh, a He 3aJaHue
criath. Y B-TpeThux, U, TIOXKaTyii, caMoe TJIaBHOe, YTO MOXK-
HO GbIJIO TIOHSTb U3 €0 Peyuu, YTO OH MOPakeH TOHOM, KO-
TOPBIM OHa rOBOPUT ¢ HMM. Ellie, MoskeT, riepBoe Komuccust
M TMOHsIAa 6bl B KAKOH-TO CTeleHu, ubo I10/1b3a OT ee I10-
CTyTIKa HECOMHEHHA, HO TOH, KOTOPhIM OHa ceifdyac pasro-
BapuBaja C HMM, — B 3TOM MecTe TaMO)XXeHHMK pa3Bes py-
KaMU, ¥ B 9TOM >KecTe ObLIV U YOUBJIEHME, M OTOpUYEHME, U
pacTepsIHHOCTb, M Jla’ke CBOEr0 pojia Ieuyasib; Kak OH He
BBIHOCUT B JIIOZISIX IPYOOCTD, ¥ 0COGEHHO VICKPEHHIOIO, U V3K
KOHEeYHO (TamO)XeHHMK ITOHUK I'0JIOBOI) BCIIOMUHAET ITpU-
YMHBI, TI0 KOTOPbIM 6aba 6bIBIIIero Beqmkoro Tak ropopmia
¢ HUM. U 9TO OH-Zle, KOHEYHO, II0C/Ie TAKOrO TOHA HUYEro
He MOKeT ClieJlaTh Jj1s1 Hee. A 11eJ UMEHHO C 3TO¥ 11e/Iblo U
YXOJIUT, UTOObI OCMBICJUTD BCe 9T0. CenaTh AJis cebst Koe-
KaKye BhIBOIIbI OTHOCUTE/IbHO BCEX JIIOMEN, C KOTOPhIM OH
BCTYTIAeT B KOHTAKT, ITyCTh Jake U 110 paboTe. U oH BbIIIes.
baba Benukoro ymasia Ha MoJI, CKaB TEJIO U CKOPUYMBIINCH,
", U3BMUBAsICh, YCTPOWJIA TAKOI Op, UYTO pa3bMpaTesbCTBO
TpeKpaTUIM U TYT XKe Ha3HAUWIM eIMHOMYIIHO U KOJIIeK-
TUBHO — O, OHM TIOHMMAa/IM O6jaropomHyio medaab Tamo-
>KeHHMKa — Yxon. M gBa umeHa Kommccyuy BBIHECTM TOJ,
PYKU ee 13 KabuHeTa.

XXVl

Benukmum okasanoch U TOro npoie — Bennkuii myuiie

TamMokeHHMKA TIOHSII, KyZia €ro 3aHecs]0 B MeTYIIMHOM

pake. Bpsng nmu TamokeHHUMK CO BCEM CBOMM ITPOBOP-
HBbIM YMOM OKMIAJT TAKO/ pa3Bs3Kkyu Bribopa, a 4To Jasbliie
OymeT, 3a CBOMMM pabouuMu 3a60TaMu U He yraJaeT, 1a u
BpeMeHM Mano. YM TaMOskeHHMKaA B JIy4llleM CJTydae CBOK
Cyab0y ycIteeT MPUKMUHYTD, A ¥ TO CKOpee BCEro He B yTaf,.
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Bo Bpems 3emMiieTpsiceHMsI HEKOra AyMaThb O MOpsiKe
B JIOMe, MCKaThb CBEXXYIO pyOalllKy, a XBaTaii cebs B ueM
MaTh pouia M Yepe3 OKHO — BHM3, M XOPOLIO elle Ha
BCKOITaHHbBIJi Ta30H I'POXHEIIBCS.

A Benukuii He TOJBKO O cebe myMaJl, mupe cebst KW,
TocjIe TOro Kak Ao cebst Jopoc, U KUTh Jajbliie Bblllle He-
KyJa CTao.

EOMHCTBO BakHee COOGCTBEHHO r0JIOBBI.

TBoe [eso raBHee Te6sT caMoro.

JKu3Hb BCex — 3TO Ta BeJMYMHA, NPU BBIUUTAHUU U3
KOTOpPOJi TBOEI MSCOMOJIOYHOI MacChl OHA OCTaeTCs II0-
CTOSIHHOJA, ecJin, pa3yMeeTcsl, Tbl He CTPasal UyMOii.

ITouuman nu sTo Benukuit Bcerga? He Bcerga, HO ¢ TOit
TTOPbI, KaK CTaJI SKUTh IIMpe cebs.

— Hy?

— 3anecno!..

C xeMm He GbIBaeT — 6OeBOI1 AyX, BCe paBHO UTO pO-
IMIbHAS TOPSIUKA, TIOCUIbHEN TBOero 61aropasymus.

A yro notom?

A TIOTOM YeJIOBEK TPUXOOUT B CeOSI M OTPEKaeTCs OT
CBOMX CJIOB, TIPOCUT 3aMKCUPOBATh OTpeueHue B MPOTO-
Kose, Tpebyet cam Yxopma. Ecim ato, pasymeeTtcsi, YMHBI
YeJIOBEK, JeJI0 CBOE BbIIIe ceOsl Hecyluit, eci 3To Bemm-
Kuit, HanipuMmep. Ilonnmaer i TaMOXK€HHUK Takye BO3-
BbIlIeHHbIe WITYuyKU? KoHeuHo, HeT. Ho pa3 TamoskeHHUKY
3TOT YXO7, BIIOJIHE TIOAXOAUT B KauecTBe BbIXOJA, TO, U He
noHuMasi, TaMokeHHMK COTJIalllaeTcsl: MeHble MOPOKMU.

TamoxxeHHUK He Benmkuii, eMy HUKOI[A He TOHSTb,
YTO ceifyac YyBCTBYeT ObIBIIMIT Bemukuit Ipumep. A TOT
MOXOX B 3TY MMHYTY Ha YeJoBeKa, CJTyyaifiHO MOMNaBIlIero B
BBICOKMIA 110 UMHY JOM, IZie TIOHavyaly, HEJTIOBKO CKOBBIP-
HYB APEBHIOI0 Ba3y U MbITASICh HA JIETY OMMAaTh ee, OIpo-
KUAbIBAET MOCTaBEL] C XpyCTajaeM, U BOT, CTOSI CpeJu BCEero
5TOTO PACCHIIIAHHOrO MO Moy GapdopoBO-XpPyCTaTbHOTO
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6e3MOJIBUSI, HE YMMPAeT TOJbKO IOTOMY, UTO He XOYeT
3aCTaBJISITh X0351€B BO3SUTHCS ellle U C €ro TeaoM, — TakK
oTell, HeJJOOIIEHUB CBOEI CUJIbI, TOJIKAET JIETKO pebeHKa, U
TOT MafaeT B MPOJIeT JIECTHUIILI Ha ero ry1a3ax. Tak mogo-
3peBaeMblil TOOOJ, He BbIIEPKAB ITOJO3PEHMS, YCTpanuBa-
et ceGs B peMeHHOIi TeT/ie, a Thl, CHUMAs €ro, YKe 3Ha-
elllb, YTO OH He 6bLJT BUHOBAT.

Benukuii He Basy pa3busl — eIMHCTBO U Bepy I'opoga.
U 4dro ero orpedeHue, Korga cjaoBa Yke HE 3aBUCAT OT
CKasaBIlero ux. M 4To cmenrHble YCWINSl COMBAIOLIETO
IJIaMs$I C Kpeces U CTYJIbEB, CTOJIA U IMBAaHA, KOTJa CHapy-
KM OTOHb, KaK HaBOJHEeHIe, 3aKPbUI C TOJIOBOI BeCh IOM U
BOT-BOT PYXHeT KpblIIia.

CoBecTh BenMKOro KOpUYMTCS, Kak 4epBsIK Ha KPIOUKe,
Ila ¥ caM OH TIOBTOpsieT ee NBIOKeHMs. Ho He 13-3a momy-
YMBIINX YXO[, TIOAAepsKaBIIMX ero, cTpagaeT Bennkuii, He
0 Tex, KTO ObUT pa3oApaH B 3axXBaTe HOBOTO MeCTa, — Bepa
pa36uTa Ha THICSUY KYCKOB, ¥ KasKIbIii KyCOK OTJIMYEH IPYT
OT JIpyTa, Kak CMepTb OT/IMYHA OT KMU3HMU... Majio TOTO, UTO
Benukwmii rOTOB K OTpevyeHMIo, K YXOmy, — €My MellaeT
>KU3Hb, €0 KPYTUT TI0 €€ JXePHOBY, U OIHO JKeJlaH!e XXUBET
B HEM: BbIOPATHCS U3 KU3HU — TaK 3BEPh MUMUTCS U3 TOPSI-
IIETO jieca, — JIydllle HaBCTPedy OXOTHUKY.

Tak ppiba BbICKaKMBAeT U3 OTPaBIE€HHO! BOIbI, ITYCTh
B BO3/lyXe CMepTh.

TaMOXeHHUK yTellaeT ero, TaMOXEeHHUK JTIOOUT €ero,
TamMOXeHHUK MOHMMaeT ero. TaMOXXeHHMK ITauyeT Hap,
HUM U TJIQOUT €ro IO rojoBe, Kak MaTh [JIAOUT CbIHA, 3a-
IIeIIIerocs: HeyTeIlHO IO MOBOAY MOTEPU JIIOOMMOI UT-
pyuiku. BoT 3mech 1 HeBasKHO, KakK BCe 3TO BBITJISIOUT APYT
IJIS IpyTa M YTO OHU CKaXYT APYT APYTy, — He CKIEeUTb,
BOT OHA CYTbh, a CKIIEUTh HAZO.

Benukuii mpejiaraeT myoJMUHyI0 KOMUCCUIO B TOM K€
3aje, C ero pacKasiHbeM.
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TamokeHHUK yBepeH, uTO J/1000e HalOMMHaHME O
npoucinenemM ajst [lopoma — mary6a. Beaukuit KuBaeT —
CIIpaBeJInBO.

Bexxut 3Bepb 13 ropsiLero Jjeca.

JleTuT ITU1IA M3 TOPSILLETO JIeca.

OXOTHMK — BOH OH, Pykbe Ha PYKY, U B OCBOOOXKIEH-
HYIO IIepCThb, U TajieHble Tepbsi — XPSICh U3 OBYX CTBO-
JIOB...

A TamosxeHHUK A06p, A0 ABepu YxXoma ITPOBOIWII.
Cam. Benmukuit 06Hs11 ero. CouyBcTBYs TaMOXKeHHUKY, Kak
HUKTO TTOHMMasI, UTO TOMY pacxyiebbIBaTh MPUIETCS. AX,
ecJiu Obl ToJIerve TOJKHYTh, a JIyylile Obl ¥ COBCEM He TOJ-
KaTb — U Jiec Obl He TOpes, U YXO[ Obl MO-IPyromMy Impu-
HSIL.

Benukuit 661 IpMHSUT YXO[N, Tak, Kak IMPMHUMAET COH
OCEeHHMI1 jiec, MeJIeHHO, JIeHUBO U 6e3pasuvHO pPOHSIS
CBOM JINCThS, KaK YMUpAET NTULA HA JIeTy, He CJIOKUB
KpbUIbEB, KaK YMMPaeT BOJa, MOKPLIBASICh YMHHO JbIOM,
CIpSITaB XM3Hb BHYTPb, KaK YMMUpAeT 3€pHO, CTaHOBSICh
X/1e60M... KaK YMMpaeT TIJa3a pojaa 4Ye0oBeueckoro, Io-
SKIABIIMCh CBOErO Yaca, OCTABJSIS Mocyie cebsi BeKaMu,
MOHOTOHHO, CO CKPUIIOM, Pa3MepeHHO KpyTslieecs: KoJe-
CO JKM3HMU, B KOTOPOM He BCE€ COBEPIIIEHHO, KaK He ObIBaeT
COBepIIIeHHO He BooOpaxkaemoe, a PyKOTBOPHOE KOJIeco,
HO KOTOPOe HaJleXHO Be3eT yesjoBeKa 110 HaKaTaHHOM J0-
pore.

OH ymupar 6b1, Kak yMUpaeT Jie[] 110 BeCHe, OH YMUpPa
ObI B MyZIPOCTY U IIOKOe Beymkoro I'puMepa, AOKIABUINCH
B 'opoze mouTy eIMHCTBEHHBIM €CTECTBEHHOTO YXO0Aa.

TamoOXXeHHUK CMOTpesl Ha Benmkoro, KOTOpPBIA YyKe
BCTaJl Ha CTyIeHb JIeCTHULIbL. JleCTHULIA B3 POTHYJIA, 0-
ITbIIA BHU3, PasOILINCh OBEPU, MEIbKHYI TOly60ii Ky-
TI0JI, ¥ OTISITh COLLIUCH JBEPU, U TOJBKO CTYII€HU JIECTHU-
LIbI CIIeIIM/IN, TIPOHNKASI CKBO3b KAMEHb, U TeK/IV BHU3.
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Eiie omHa 3a60Ta ¢ ey J0J10i, MOXKHO M CaMMM CO-
60i1 IOOBITh. Y>Ke I103aaM TO, M3-3a yero TaMOKeHHMK
CbIp-60p 3akuraj, HeTy Benykoro. Kaskuch, 1 ey KOHell,
IopazoBaThCs Obl!

IMopagyiicst, Halias MponaBLIMii GOTMHOK, KOTOA HOTY
yke oTrwiwin. CuacTiauB, TaMOskeHHUK?

CuacT/nuB, Kak CTpejsIBUINIA B 3aiilla, 3aiilla-To, IIpaB-
Ia, HeT, Ia PY)Kbe B PyKax BAPBIST pasHecnao. TOIbKO U
pe3y/IbTaTOB IJIs1 CeOS UTO I/1a3 BOH Ja pykKa B KyCThl. TyT
V3K He 0 3aif1le, He 0 1Tobejie IyMaTh, CAMOMY ObI BBIKMTb.

XXIX

aMOKeHHUK Tpuiies, 6GemHsra, JOMON, cel 3a CToJ,

YTOIUJI B CBOU OeJjible TeIible TOHKME JIALOHU JIUIIO,

MpOCUAe TaK HEIOJIBISKHO Yac, a MOXeT, U 6osee, 1
3a 9TO BpeMsl HEMAJIO MBbIC/ENM, CJIOBHO KOHU IO JIyTy,
MIpOJIeTeJIO B €To0 rojioBe. U pelieHnit, CKOIbKO BCALHUKOB
Ha 3TUX KOHSX, CTMHYJIO0 U Mponaao B naMsiaTu. Iloxamnyii,
B TaKOM KOJIMYeCTBe eIMHCTBEHHBIV pa3s 3a JOJrue rojbl
CBOEI TSDKeJION M KaKyLUeicsl JIMIIHeN OJj1s1 HeKOTOPbIX
JIIOZleit CTysKObI, @ Ha CaMOM Jielie He TOJIbKO HyskHOoi (Ta-
MOKEHHMK YCMEXHYJICSI, BCIOMHM/I HaVBHbIe I71a3a Benu-
KOT0), @ U CIIaCUTEeJIbHOM U COXpaHEHHOM A1 BCeX, U OH
OJIMH 3HAJ IMoYeMy — MO0 I'paHMIIBI YeJIOBEUECKOTO IyXa
U IJIOTY, KOMM He ITOCTaBUTb IIpefesia, He TOJIBKO BbI30-
BYT CIIOp BHYTPU YeJIOBEKa, He TOJbKO paspyuiaT ero, 4to
ellle MOXXHO MEePEXUTh U, TI0 KpaliHeil Mepe, IIPUHSTh, HO
u paspywar ['opon. TamoskeHHUK Bcerga CIOKOHO Mpu-
HMMaJ TIOMBITKY Ye/IoBeKa BbIPBATbCSl U3-TIOM, €r0 BIIMSI-
HUS, CoeIaTh TO, YTO OBITIO 3aMpenieHo YeJI0BEKY 3aKOHOM
M CIpaBelIMBOCTBIO, UM OaXKe, CAy4aloCh, He Cpasy OT-
npasisin ero Ha Komuccnto, cirydanoch, He BCerga Coria-
manca ¢ npurosopom Kommcecmm — mpumep TOMy Hall
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I'pumep. Ho ecin peur muia o T'opome! TamoskeHHUK
HAIIpoYb 3a6bIBAJT ¥ UTO TAKOE BEJIMKOMLYIINE, M UYTO TAKOE
TYMaHHOCTb. Benukopnyiiue [T HEro He MMeJIO MHOXe-
CTBEHHOTO YM(/Ia, OHO MOTJIO OBITh NMPUMEHUMO TOJIbKO
K OJHOMY 4YeJIOBEKy. B 3ToM cMmbicsie (4epT Obl Ioopast
9TOTO B36PBIKHYBIIIEro GbIBIIEro Besnkoro) Bce 6b110 6:1a-
TOIIOJIYYHO: aKTUBHO B GYHTe ObUIO 3aMeIllaHO BCEro He-
CKOJIBKO COTE€H HOMEPOB. B KaKoi-TO CTeIeH OHU MOTJIN
ObITh IIPUHSITHI 32 OJHOTO YeJIOBEKa, U TYT Jea0 ObLIO
cAenaHo — 3TOMY MHOXECTBEHHOMY OIHOMY Ye/IOBEKY
yke O6bUT McrosHeH Yxop. [Toka Topop cormen, u moTen, u
BUIEJT Belllyie CHbI, GefHble AYIIM T'PENTHUKOB, OOTOHSS
IpYyT Apyra, Kak BO3AYIIHbIE 1Iapbl, TTOJHbIE BbICOTHI, TO-
PONMINCH CKBO3b AOXKOb Tylda — OTCloma. A Tena? B ropo-
Ile, B KOTOPOM ITOCTOSTHHO MJET AOKIb, 3TO JIM Ipobaema?
Bce pacTBopuMO — U TeJI0 TOXe.

WTak, ¢ 0gHOJ CTOPOHBI — 3TOT MHOKeCTBEHHBII Ue-
JIOBEK MCUe3, a C APYToit — ¥ 3TO OBIIO OUEBUIHO — CIOBA
U JIeIICTBUSI 3TOTO UejioBeKa Jieskasiu 3a mpefenamu YxXo-
Ila: OHM He pacTBOPWINCH, He MCUe3aM B KaHalax, TOpO-
TISICh BHM3 C XOJIMa, 3a TOPOJ, U JIJIsl TOTO, UTOOBI JIeiicTBIE
9TUX CJIOB ObUIO ITPEKpalleHO, M HAJeKHO HYKHO ObLIO
Ha3HAUUTh YXO[, BCEM, KTO CJIbIIIAJ KpaMoOJibHbIe CJIOBa.
3apasy BbDKUTAIOT KaJ€HbIM >KeJe30M, YTOObI OCTaBUTh
3IO0POBBIM TeJIO, HO BOT 6ena, C/bIIIAAM Te, KTO CUJIEN
B 3aJie, TO eCTh IToUTK Bech I'opon. CieqoBaTenbHO, MOXK-
HO 6bLIO BIOJHE 6€CCOMHEHHO M YHUUTOXUTD MPUUMHY,
KOTOpasl BeJla K YHUUTOKEHNIO I'opofa, HO HeJb3s ObUIO
YHUYTOXUTH BeCh ['Opo/I, TOTOMY UTO BO MMSI €ro coxpa-
HeHUS CylecTBOBa/] TaMOKeHHMK M 3aKOH, MOTy4Yaaoch,
YTO BO MMSI cOXpaHeHus I'opoga HY>KHO 6bIJIO ObI YHUUTO-
skuth Topop. IIpaBaa, B 3aie He GbIJI0O HUKOTO U3 HE MMe-
IOIMX HOMepa, HO OHM HMYEro U H CMbICJIUIN B peMec/iax
T'opopa ¥ TIaBHBIX 06SI3aHHOCTSIX TOPOSKAH.
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WTak, uiam ocTaeTcs To, YTO ObII0, — CJIelOBaTENbHO, U
OH, TaMOXeHHUK, MMHYC MHOXXEeCTBEHHbII1 4Ye/IOBeK, HO
TOT/Ia HapylllaeTcsl 3aKOH M OJJHOBPEMEHHO MCITO/IHSIeTCS
3aKOH, — WIX YHUUTOXaeTcs Becb ['0pofi, TO eCTh UCIIOJI-
HSIeTCSI 3aKOH ¥ OJTHOBPEMEHHO HapyIIaeTCs 3aKOH.

XXX

a, 9TO ObUT 3aMKHYTHIN KPYT.

TaMOkeHHMK CTOSI/T Ha TpaHMlle BJIACTH, BJIACTU

Hapn JogbMy. Ho cam ObLI ITOAUMHEH CUJIe, CTOSILENd
HaJ, HUM, BbICIIIeli, Y4eM ero 3HaHus, yMeHMe BJIaJleTh CO-
60J1.

Cuse, J1eTKO OCUIMBAIOIIEI €ro M3OLIPeHHbI yM, —
TaK IMaJIbLbl CKMMAIOT OyMary, Tak HOTa CJI0HA JaBUT I10-
TTaBIIIEro IO, Hee CIISIIEro MUTOHA, TaK Apo0b pasHOCUT
B KJIOUbSI TeJIblie BOPOOhSI...

Ho B oT/iMume OT MHOTMX CTOSIIIMX Ha 3TON IpaHulle
OH 3HAJI O CYIIECTBOBAHUM STOV CUJIbI U Bes cebsl KpaitHe
OCTOPOKHO C HEel U, KOrja CJydyajauch Ha 3TO TpaHulle
COOBITHSI, HE TOPOITMJICS TIOCTYIIUTb M HE TIOCTYIaa 0CO-
3HAHHO, a JOBePSISICh UYBCTBY 3TOM CYILIECTBYIOIIEN CUJTBI.
U B 0o6111eM, 3a JoJTMe TOIbl HU pa3y He ommbest. Ho cero-
IHSIIHEee COObITHE TPeOOBAJIO HE TOJbKO AOTAAKM — OHO
TpeboBasio MoMouM. Tak aBTOMOOUJIMCT MOKET €XaTb,
HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO Ky30B MaIIMHbBI ITOMST U MPOGUT, a
BCS MalllMHa OPEHYUT, KaK Tejiera; OH OyJeT exaTh, KOraa
C IIUIIEHMEM BBIITYCTIT M3 cebsl Kamepbl KOJIeC BO3AYX,
MeJJIeHHO, HO MOKHO exaTbh. Ho Korma ogHO 13 KoJiec OT-
KaTUTCS B CTOPOHY U, MIOKPYKMBIINMCH Ha MeCTe, JIsKeT Ha
acanbTe, XOTS eme paboTaeT MOTOp, MeJlaTh HEYero —
MIPUXOANTCS OCTAHOBUTHCSI.

BoTr n TaMOkeHHMK 3aCTblI HaJ, OTOPBAHHBIM KOJe-
COM — KpPYTOM.



TaMoOskeHHUK HYKAAeTCS B IOMOIIIN.

A TTIOMOIIIb IOPOTO CTOUT, OHA 3HAK TBOETO 6Geccumsl.

Crosiiiye Ha HaMM He JII0OSIT BBITTOJHSTh 3a HAC HaIry
pabory.

Jlyuiie HalTH OPYroro, KTO B COCTOSIHMM BBITIOJIHSITh
ee caM.

3a MOMOIIIb TPUXOAUTCS TJIATUTb.

Yem?

Nmenem.

ITO ellle TIepeHOCUMO.

Vxomom.

K stomy TaMO>XKeHHUK He TOTOB.

OH, BegaBILINIi XMU3HBIO KXKAOIO0 XUBYILEro B I'opo-
e, caM 6e3 ykaca He MOT aAyMaTtb 06 Yxome. TaMOXXeH-
HMK TOTOB ObLI COTJIACUTHCSI, UTO STO Y>KAaCHBIN HelIoCTa-
TOK IJig Hocsuero M TaMOXeHHMKa, Oaske He HeIo-
CTaTOK, a cjabocThb, Aaske He €1abocTh, a KajmocTb. Ho
KTO U3 XKUBYIIUX, TaXKe CAMbIX MMEHUTBIX, B UeM-TO WIN,
0 KpaitHeit Mepe, KOTga-To He ObUI Xanok?.. U B TO Xke
BpeMs 9TO ObUT eAVHCTBEHHBIN BbIXOH. TOJBKO OJHOMY
Bory 13BecTHO, UTO C/ief0Baj0 JejaTh Ha CaMOM [ieje,
HO TaMOXeHHMK ObUT TOIbKO TamMokeHHUKOM. U Bce ke
9T IMyTaHble M CyMOYpHbIE MBICIM B rojioBe TaMosKeH-
HMKa HEeOXUAAHHO, KaK 3alyTaHHbI KoM 6eueBKM (I0-
TSIHYJT 32 OJMH KOHEII, ¥ BOT OHA BCSI CBOOOIHA — MOTaii
B KJTY6OK), pacIyTaauch U CIOKWINCH B SICHOE U IPOCTOE
peuieHue. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH, CTOJILKO JIeT CTY>KUBIIMIT
BEPXOBHOI Cumie, CTOSIEN Ha IpaHULle MeXIy Hew U
T'oponom...

Mesxny 3aKOHOM U YeJIOBEKOM...

CBo6OmOII MM, BepHee, pa3sHy3gaHHOCTbIO, B ITOHMU-
maHuy TaMOKeHHMKA, ¥ 3aKOHOM...

Vimen mpaBO pemuThbCS Ha 3TOT, He U3BECTHbI HU
eMy, HU ITpealeCTBeHHMKAM IIar.
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Ia-nga, 3aTOPONMINCH MbIC/IM, TOAbKO CTOSIIMIt-HaI -
BCEMM 3HaeT MUCTUHY, B KOHIle KOHIIOB JaXe B CaMOM
CcTpantHoM ucxoje ajisi TaMoskeHHMKA BO3MOKEH OymeT
BapMaHT: OH U He MMewIlye HOMEepOB, a OCTaJbHbIM
Vxon. XoTsl 9TO M OydeT HapylleHMeM 3aKOHa, HO He
paspylieHuemM ero, IOTOMY YTO OH, TaMOXXeHHUK, U 3a-
KOH B 3TOoM ['opoze ogHO 1 TO Xe. U yke IpOCTO U JIETKO
CTaJIO KUTb €MY, U YK€ MBICIU, TTIOXOXME Ha PsIAbl HEYK-
MOXux 1udp, 0603HAUMINCH B TOJOBE €ro. JTO ObLIU
MITUIIbI, KOTOPbIE, CJIOBHO OCEHbBIO HA 10T, HECJIUCh U 3Ba-
JIX ero 3a cob6oii. Y onsath ucmyraacss TaMOKeHHUK: BeIb
3TO COMHEHMe B ero Bepe, 3aueM CJIbIIaTh, €C/IU OCTa-
TOYHO 3HaTh, UTO OH CyIeCTByeT. M omsTh mepemyMman
OH, ¥ OISTh CTaJ MPOUTPHIBATH CIIOCOO YHUUTOKEHUS
T'opopa... Y Bce B HEM yOeaUTENBHO MTOTUMHSIIOCh UIEe:
COXpaHUTDb Cebsl, TTOXKepTBOBAaTh I'OpoIOM, HE HApYIIUB
3akoHa. U 4TO-TO CIyuymsioch C HUM, MOXET, MHTYULINS,
MOKeT, 03apeHyue, HO MbICIM ObLIM caMM IO cebe, a OH
COMJI METKMMM BBICTpeIaMM KaKIYI0 MTUIY, U TO6UIT
MPUKIAA0M KaKIYI0, ¥ Aa’ke MOCTOSUT U MTOCMOTpeJI: He
IIeBeJIsATCSl I OHU, M OHU He IIeBeJWINCh. A Tejo COo-
BepIIajo TO, OT Yero TOAbKO UTO TaK >KeCTOKO OTKa3asiCs
pasyM...

XXXI

eifyac 3TO AO/DKHO Ipou3oiTtu. CKOJIBKO CTpaxa,

CKOJIbKO COMHeHUN ucnbiTan TaMoxkeHHUK. Bpsz,
= n » By 06BIUHBIN SKUTENB [OpO/IA BRIHEC OBI BCE 3TO, HO
BeJb TamMOXXeHHUK — TaK OH, 0 KpaitHeit Mepe, chopmy-
JIMPOBAJI OKOHYATEIbHO IS cebsl, M YBepWICS B 9TOM, U
ObUT MCKPEeHHMM B 3TOM — JAyMaJl O TOPOXKaHax, U 3TO
ybepersio ero pasyMm OT B3pbIBa B ITPOCTPAHCTBO, KaK
B3pbIBAETCA U IIafiaeT KOMeTa.
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Ila 1 4TO HAM JI0 TOTO, KaK YeJI0OBeK OOMaHbIBAeT CaM
cebs1, YTOOBI VICIIOJTHUTH C JIETKOCTBIO TO, YTO MEP3KO U
JDKMBO, HO CrlacaeT B JAHHYIO MUHYTY, — HaM JiM He 3HaTh
9TOJ TeXHMKM. Pasrajika mpocTa, Mbl 3TO JOJIKHbI MCIIOJI-
HUTD, I HAM Hafi0 OIIYIIATh, YTO, BO-IIEPBBIX, 3TO JOOPO-
BOJIHO, WJIM 3TO IIPEKPACHO, WM 3TO He JIJIsT Hac, UM Hac
3aCTaBWIN CHEIATh U Mbl HE BUHOBATHI, @ BO-BTOPHIX, HET
BBIXO/Ia, ¥ B-TPETbMX, MbI BCE 3TO [IeJIa€M BO MMs KaKOTO-
b0 60s1ee BeJIMKOTo Giara, yeMm Hallle, IPMHMMAEMOEe U
MCIIOJIb3yeMOe HaMMU 3J10.

TaMOKeHHMK JTyullie OPYTMX MOT IejiaTh 9TO, Ia U BbI-
XOfa IeiiCTBUTEIbHO Y HEro He ObIIO.

XXX

OIIYHCTBO — ObUIO MMSI HaMepeHMI0 TamoskeHHMKaA.

Cnpimate Crosiilero-Haj-BCEMM, MOJYYUTh U3 Iep-

BbIX pyK uctuHy?! Koneuno, TamokeHHUK ObUT O/1V0Ke
Bcero K rpanmie CTosIIero-Haa-BceMM, OaXe CTOSIT Ha
Hell, HO YCJbIIIaTh — 3HAUMJIO IlepeiiTu ee, CTaTh Ha
MTHOBE€Hbe HOIOJ Ha UYXYI0 TeppUTOPUIO, The IpPyroi
3aKOH, HeBeIOMbII1 HUKOMY, Iie HEM3BECTEeH KaXKblii 11ar
" K&Kl B3[I0X, IJie, MOKET 6bITh, MTHOBEHHO, KaK JIOC-
KyT 6ymaru, cropaert, obpaiiasch B Ieres, Tejlo, Iue He-
yeM [bIIIATh, OTKYAA, MOXET ObITh, HET BO3BpalleHUs,
a ecjin U eCTb, TO IIPEXXHUM JIU U B Kakoit popme?

UYyrkas 3arafoyHasi XKu3Hb — UMSI TBOE CMEPTh?

Nwms TBOe — cTpax?

Wms TBoe — mycToTa?

EcTb vt TBI?

TaMoOXeHHMKa OXBaTWJI 03HOO, KaK OYATO TEJIO CTaJIo
TeHbIO Ha BOJHE, U3 BOJIbl HajleTesl BeTep U TeHb UCKOpe-
SKuja psibb, OHO PaCIUIBLIIOChH, TIEPECTAIO ObITh BUIAVMBIM
npexkHee OTPaKeHME, U TOJIbKO HeKue JUHUU, Jaxke He
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HallOMMHAaloIIMe YejioBeKa, CTIaauCh MO0 BOJe, TOHMMbIe
BETPOM.

Ia, Tesio cTano psi6bio; TAK MOKHO BBICHITIATD IIECOK M3
CTakaHa — TOJIBKO 4YTO ObuIa TOUHast opma, BHYTPU CTa-
KaHa CIIPeCcCOBaHHAs B JKECTKMII COBEPIIEHHBIN LV-
JIMHAP, — U BOT TOJBKO HECKOJbKO >KEIThIX XOJMMKOB
BIIepeMesKKy C TPaBOii, KOTOpasi COTHYJIACh MO/, TSXKEeCThIO
TIOMNAaBIIMX Ha Hee MEeCUMHOK, HO BBIIPSIMIISETCS, M60 Be-
Tep CAyBaeT UX C KaKAO0TO JIACTA...

I'panuiia Mexxay TeI0M U MbICTbIO TTO3aI.

CTpax rOHUT yesioBeKa Tyaa?

JI1060MBITCTBO?

Beiroga?

TaMOKeHHMK Tepelies IPaHuIly, YTOObI YIIeIeTh.

KocTb 1 Msico 60JibIlIe HE MeIIaIy MbIC/IN.

MbIc/Tb ObI1a pa3MbITa, KaK OTHM CKBO3b JOKAb. 31ECh,
3a JMHMEN CBOel BJacTH, OHA He MOIJa TOBOPUTb U
CIIpalMBaTh, HO OHa MOIJIAa CJBIIIATh TO, UTO ObLIO CJIBI-
IIMIMO €10, MU, BeEpHee, — BOCIIPUMHMMATDL — 160 He CJIOBa
310 6bLTN. KyCThl B TeMHOTE. KOTOpble MOKHO MIPUHSTD U
3a yejioBeKa U 3a menBefs. 1 3a cTpax. U 3a caceHue, u
3a TO, YTO HE MeJjI0 MMEHMU, MO0 He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO B 3HA-
HUM Y OITbITE, HO BETBM MOXKHO OBLJIO TIOTPOTaTh, U OIIY-
TUTb UX HIEPIIaBYI0 KOPY, OMBITYIO JOXKIEM, U TIOHSTb,
YTO KMBOE 3aCThUIO TOJ, pyKaMM, UTO eC/i OHO U He TIo-
MOKET, TO U He TaUT YTPO3bI.

Ho BOT MbICAB CTana ele Jierye. TaMOXEeHHUK TOIIbI-
TaJICSI YAEPKATbCS 3@ 3TOT KYCT, HO ObUIO HEYEM, U TIO-
SIBUWJIOCH OINyIlleHMe BbICOTHI, X0OJ0/la, OJMHOUECTBa, KO-
TOpOe XMJI0 B HEM BCerja, UTo TOJIbKO ceifuac y3Ha/loCh
KaK OIMHOYEeCTBO.

BrIcoTa TOKe pasmesieHa Ha TEPPUTOPUM, 32 TPaHUILIEN
OIMHOYeCTBa ObUIO TEIUIO, Map IUIbUI, Gel M SKEeIT: OH
MMaxHyJIL.
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B 3amaxe rpaHuiibl He 6bUTO0, HO TaM GbUTO TAMOXKHST —
6e3 rpanunpl. OIIyleHre HaaeXIbl Ha CIIACEHMEe OCTa-
JIOCh JIeKaTh Ha MOJIKaX TAMOXHM, KaK OTO6paHHast BaJlio-
Ta ¥ opyskue... I Bce-Taku Jajee GbIIO TOXKE IBVKEHUE.

Co3HaHMe, KaK KOMOTb, MeJIJIEHHO BCTAJIO Ha KPBUIO U
CKOJIb3HYJIO 3@ CIIMHY.

Kazanoch, 4TO MOTJIO MMPOUCXOAUT, eC/i HeueM ObLIO
BOCIIPMHMMATh OKpYysKawiiee? Teao — pa3MbITO, OIIyIe-
HMe — Ha TaMOXHe, CO3HaHMe — TOJbKO 3arax rapu, a
yepe3 Mar ¥ 3TO KakK CJIeJl OT paKeTbl HA YEPHOM Hebe —
HeTy!

Hu-ye-ro!

Huuero?

Ia 3 TOro, 4To TOJIBKO MeIllaeT CJIbIIATh, MeIlaeT
TMOHMMAaThb, MelllaeT BUIETh.

SlcHOCTh ObLIAa HE3aBMCMMOW — He cTajio Hudero. U
TaMOXKeHHMK CYIIeCTBOBAJI BOOOIIe, ¥ OH IlepecTa ObITh
TaMOXXeHHMKOM Obl, ey 9TO 66110 MpocTo Tak! ITpocTo
TOTOMY, UTO HeT mpejesia BO3MOXHOCTU UesioBeKa, Ipo-
CTO YTOObI TOJIOBY CJIOMUTD MJTU UCITBITATD Ce0sT: Ha KaKoit
BBICOTE (MM B KaKO} ITyOMHE) MepecTaeT ObITh YeIOBEK
YyeJI0BEeKOM UM KeM OH CTaHOBUTCS B 3TOM IIpejiere, a To-
TOM ¥ 3a 3TuUM mnpegenoM. Ho TaMOKeHHUK ObLT 3auem,
9TO ObUIO He UCTIBITAHMeE, U He 3a6aBa, U He OT XXupa, U He
OT CUJIBbI, M He OT TOPHOCTHU: HYKAA U CTPax MOTYT TO, UTO
HeOCTYITHO TIpaBAe U CUJIe.

BoicTpes B HE6O CTpesioi wiv MaabHU IIPSIMO Haf, CO-
00Ji TSIKEJION TyJei, U Tae-To BBepXy KOHUMUTCS BbICOTA,
MTHOBEHbEe TIOBUCSIT CTpesia U ITyJsl, Kak IMepe3peBIInii
BUHOTpaJ, Kak y6uTas mTUlla, YIIagyT Ha 3eMJII0, BO3JIE
TeOsI.

MrHoBeHbe — U TaMOKeHHUK 3aBUC B BBICOTE, 3a I'pa-
HuULIel cebst v riepen, rpanutieit CTosIIero-Haj-BCeMMU.

Bot ono. [Tomomips? CoBeT? ITpnkas?
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Papiy Hero Karia Bapuiach.

Pagy Hero Xv3Hb Ha KOH MOCTaBUJL.

Pajiy Hero ym 3a pa3yMm 3aBeJl.

Tak ceromHs mu@pPOBKa 32 MUHYTY Mepenayy comep-
SKUT CTO IBAAIATH CTPAHUI] IIEUATHOTO TEKCTA.

Ho HeueMm cjibIIaTh, BOCIIPMHMMATD, & TEM OoJiee Co-
3HaBaTh.

CxBatw Gymyiieii maMsiThlo, KakK SIGJIOKO C BETKU BO
BpeMsI IIPbDKKA. M BOT y3Ke MyCTOTa, CXBAUEHHOE, TaHHOE,
a TIOTOM M MBIC/Ib, KaK CHEXHBI/ KOM JIMIIKMM CHETOM,
obpacTast OLIYIIeHUSIMM M MaMSThIO, ITOKaTUIach o6paT-
HO.

Ia He Kak CTpeja WM MyJs M0 BO3AYXy KaMHEM —
BHI3, a [T0 HAKJIOHHOI1 JIECTHUIIE, Y3KOI1 U YepHOIA.

CrynieHn ObUIM BbIlIEPOIEHBI, YCeSHbI OGUTBHIMU OY-
ThUIKAMM U3-TI0J, BUHOTPAIHbIX BUH M KUCJIOT, YTO II0-
OJIECKMBAIM UM UCIAPSUIMCh CO JHA YepPernKOB TEeMHO-
3eJIeHO-TIeCHEeBeJIOTO 1IBeTa, U TaM, rae ObITh JOJIKHO
TJiedy, BO3HUK yAap, MOKaTWiIach KpoBb, 60Jb yaapuia
B MBIC/Ib, ¥ PACIIOPOTOE IIJIEYO MTePeKaTUI0Ch Yepes CTy-
MeHb U CBOMM KpaeM HAaropoJIioCh HAa OCTpUe Topyalieii
M3 CTeHbI KOCbl — ¥ BOT yke 60Jib BO3BpAIlleHHOTO TeJla
TaK ke OCTPO IOJIOCHY/Ia MO3T; 3ap>KaBJIEHHbBII HOX BOH-
3WICSL B TIYCTOTY, T/ie MOJIKHO 6bLIO OBITH OKO, HOX IIO-
BepHYJICS, MO0 BbICOKA ObLIa CKOPOCTH TaJleHbsl, 1a U He
uMe eme TamoskeHHUK [J1a3a, ¥ OIIYTWII OH €r0 Ha CBO-
eif JIagoHU, KOTOpas CKaja OKO BMecTe C 06JIOMKOM
CTeK/Ia, ¥ KUCI0Ta, IJIECHYB, 060KIJIA [J1a3 U paHy; Ts-
KejieNio Teso, 60Jiesio Bce cpasy, HabMpaao MHEpIUIo U
MpOTIapbIBAJIO CO60Y He OCTAHABIMBASICh HOXM U KOCBI,
CTEK/IO M >KeJIe3Hble PBaHble K/IOUbs, GUI0 KaMeHHbIe
BBICTYITIBI U, CKaThIBasICh, Mpuobpetano ¢hopmy, U a3
repeMeIaycss Ha CBOe pacrmopoToe MeCTo, M CIIMHA
HauMHa/Ia ObITH TaM, TAe ObIBAET OHA Y SKUBBIX JIIOZAEN, U
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Iaske Havasl MPUBbIKATh TaMOXEHHMK K 3TOMY MaIeHUIO;
HO BOT KOHUMJIAch JIECTHUIIA, U TeJO0, IepeBepHYBIINUCD,
3BSIKHY/I0, KaK MEIIOK C JeHbTaMM, U JIETJIO Ha IO, U
MTOAHSIT OOIBbHYIO TOJIOBY TaMOXKEHHMK, U YBUIEI CBOMM
okoM TaMoOXkeHHUMK, 4TO CHMIUT OH 3a CTOJOM, U Tejo
npeskHei GopMbl, M HMUYETO HE U3MEHMJIOCh B HEM, a TO,
YTO KM3HbD YIIIa U3 HETO, OH He MOMeT HUKOTA U Jaske
OymeT 60pOThCs, U He pas, YTOOHI YIIeJIeTh, HO 9TO YKe He
MMeJI0 HUKAKOTO 3HaUeHMs.

TaMOXeHHMK CTaJl TOJTbKO MCIIOTHUTEEM TaKOTO Ka-
YyecTBa, KOTOPOTO paHee He ObLIO B HEM, U CBOE€Ii TeIeph
He OGymyIieit, a MpOILION MaMsSIThl0 OH BCIIOMHWI O TOM,
YTO TaM, Tepel TeM KaK HauaTh ajgaTh, OH MPUHSII, He
pacimdpoBbiBasg. A HacTosIlIell maMsTy He ObLIO, Ja U
HET ee HM y KOTO, HACTOSIIIAsI TaMSTh — 3TO BHU3, CKBO3b
KpIOUbsl, CTEKJIA M HOXM, HeyIpaBisieMo, 6e33alIMTHO
BHM3.

XXX

a, TaMOXeHHMK CTaJl UCTIOJTHUTENIEM.

[Touemy BIpYT?

A He BIpPYr — M3MEHMBIINI cebGe, BBIIIEONINIT 3a
Trpenesibl cebs1, Taske M3 CaMbIX BAKHBIX MOOYKAEHUI, He
BEpPHETCS B IIpeskHee COCTOSTHUE.

VismeHa — 3TO yke HeoOpaTMMo. Vi3MeHa — 3TO JIBU-
>KeHMe TOJIbKO B OLHY CTOPOHY, U AaXe KOrjga Hasal, 3TO
BCe PaBHO BIlepe, TOJbKO C 3a0/IyskKIeHueM, YTO Ha3af.
V60 yesoBeK OBVKETCS HE TOJBKO OTHOCUTEIBHO 3€MJIN,
re OH MOXeT MATY B JII0OOM HaIlpaBJIeHU! ¢ TOUHOCTHIO
10 OOHOTO Tpagyca U faske MUHYTBI, AyMasi, 4ToO 3Ta LOpo-
ra eguHCcTBeHHa. CUacTauBell, UAYIIMIT B HEBeIeHUU, Ha
caMOM Jejle IJIaBHas JOpora — BO BCEM IPOCTPAHCTBe
OTHOCUTEJIbHO BEYHOCTU. 3eMJyIsi OOMaHIIMIA — OHA 3a-
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KPYy>KWja Ham TOJIOBY, MbI MJleM, KaK HaM KaXXeTcsl, BIle-
pen, a Ha caMOM Jiejie HMKY/a; CKOJIbKO 00MaHa M CUJIbI
WUTIO3MM B 3TOM KPOIIEYHOM KPYTSILEMCs IIapuke IOf,
Horoii. [lopora Bmepe[i, BBepX M BHU3, a KPOBb BHYTPU
He3aBUCMMO OT Hallleii JOporu, a Halla Aopora He3aBu-
CMMO OT CTPaH CBeTa Mo KPyTy K CMepTH.

PacTomnu OJIOBSIHHOTO COJIIAaTHMKA U TOMPOOYH OTINTH
MIpeXHEero B CTApoii, ero ke, conmaTtuka, gopme. Ta ke
dbopma, TO ke CJIOBO. A Teperpes — M IIBET OPYroi, u
YIIPYTOCTbh, a V3K BECh... ECJIM OBITh TOUHBIM, JTaske BO3TYX
BHYTDPU B ITy3bIPSIX. A UTO UeioBeK, eCIu Jaxke OJIOBSTHHAsI
MepTBas KyKJa...

TamoskeHHUK, 0OpeTIIMii cebst B 60/, CTal UCTIOTHUTE-
JIeM, — 3TO, MOJKHO CKa3aTh, Apyrast 6uorpadust. U gpyras
yuactb. Ho MCIIOSTHUTENTD, TI0 MHE, BCE Ke 6OJIbIle YUaCTHUK
TOTO, YTO MPOUCXOIUT CO BCEMU JIIOIbMU, YeM ITPaBSILNIA,
TIOBEJIEBAIOIIMIA WM GYHTYIOIINIA, UTO HECYT paspylleHnue,
B CUJTy TIPOTMBOIIONIOXKHBIX MPUUMH, BCErO, UTO BKPYT HUX,
HO OHM BCe 3Ke TOXXe YUaCTHUKU KU3HU BCEX, Tparmyeckue
YUaCTHMKM, HO Jaske camble JIyullive M3 HeyJIauyHMKOB He
€CTh TIpeIMeT SKU3HU, a C/IeJoBaTe/IbHO, M BHUMAaHUS, OHU
HABO3, WIM TUIeCeHb, MM YepBU, BUAIIMeE cebs B 3epKajie
CBOET0 BOOOpaskeHsI TEMHOTJIA3bIMU PHITAPSIVIA.

W 410 6B OKEH Je/1aTh, UCTIOMHITh TaMOKeHHUK B
CBOEM HOBOM KauecTBe U TpeXxHei Ao/sKHOoCTU? Ecim
MIPUIIOMHUTD, OCO3HATH BOCIIPMHSITOE TaM, BBepXY, repe/
najeHuemM?

ITpoBecTn wucmbiTaHMe Hallero I'pyMmepa Ha TOTOB-
HOCTb K paboTe, 0 KOTOpoit TaMOsKeHHMK HUYUETro He 3HaJ,
HO UTO 00s13aH OB ClIe/IaTh.

A re ke CTO IBAAIATh CTPaHUI] IMGPOBKM, €CIIU BCE-
T'O-TO «ITPOBECTHU UCITbITAHME»?

A yHcTpyRUuys! JI7s1 MCIIOMHUTENST MUHCTPYKLUVSI — 3TO
60siee cepbe3Has IITYKa, YeM IIPUKA3, UIesl.
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W60 unes 6e3 mpukasa — ¢aurasus. IIpukas 6e3 uH-
CTPYKLMM — Ge3rpaHNYHast CaMOIesITeIbHOCTb, INIYIIOCTb,
6eccMbicieHHas] ¢BOOOAA, BO3MOXKHOCTb IMOCTYIIATh, KaK
3a6;1aropaccyIuTCsA, COIJIACHO CBOEMY pPasyMeHMIO, HO
BCeraa 3aKOHHO. A KOraa 1o MHCTpyKiuu. I TamokeHHUK
CBO€J TIPOIIJION MaMSIThIO CTaa paciiu(poBbIBATh, 3aI10-
MMHATh M yCBaMBaTbh KAKIYI0 CTPOKY 3TOW MHCTPYKIIUM,
KOoTOpyw Haml I'pumep, cnacasi TamOkeHHMKA, UCIIBITAET
Ha CBOeI LIKype.

XXXVI

akum obpasom, I'opofi, yTO MOT yXKe IlepecTaThb Cyle-

CTBOBATh, IPOCHYJICSI PaHO YTPOM: HOBBIE ITOCTENN

OBV OGXKUTBI, OOIUTHI, Pa30pPOCaHbl, CMSITHI, U KU3Hb
TIolIJIa CBOeJi OOBIYHOJ KOJjieeil, — TaK MallliiHa, BbICKO-
YMB HA ITOBOPOTe Ha OOOUMHY Ta30HOB, OISATh BITOJI3AET
B JIBe KOJIeM, TaK MacCaKUPCKUIL TI0e31, UYTO TOJIKeH ObLI
Bpe3aThCsl B IIMCTEPHbI C He(THIO IOC/Ie IIeJKHYBIIE
B TIOCJIETHIOI0 MUHYTY CTPeIKU, YCTPeMJISEeTCS 10 coce]-
HEeMY ITyTU B Ty CTOPOHY, a CIIOKOIHO CIISIIIye acCaXupbl
HMKOTIA U He Y3HAIOT, Kak 6JM3KM ObLIM OHU K TUbesu, 1
TOJIBKO MAIIMHUCT MOCeIeeT B 3TY HOUb.

U 370 ellie He ocaeAHSS CTAaHIMS.

U Mysa, HayTpO CIIOKOVHO BCTaB, CTAJIa PACTaIKUBATh
I'puMepa, KOTOpOMY GbLJIO yKe TMopa Ha paboTy, HO TOT,
3aCHYB MOJ] yTPO, He XOTes BO3BpallaThCs B 3TU 34elIHNe
3a60Tbl. EMy elle TaM XOTenoCh JOTOBOPUTH. OH CTOSIT
B 3ajie Tiepeq XuTejisMu ['opoja M TOBOpWI UM He MOT
HaroBOPUTBCSI O TOM, C AETCTBA OLIYLaeMOM UM UyBCTBe
BEpHOCTM M3OpaHHOMY ITyTH, KOTOpOe-Ie XWJIO B HeM
BCer/a, ¥ 4To Kaskablii Tak ke B ['opo/ie MOKeT 0CO3HaTh
CYACTJIMBOCTbD JIIOOOr0 MecTa, KOTOpOe 3TOT JIFo60i 3aHM-
MaeT. V160 cYaCT/IMBOCTh BHYTPU HAC, U MYCTh CUASIIVE
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nepej HUM He AyMaloT, YTO OH TOBOPUT TO 3Ke, UTO U Be-
yepHMe Iepenadyy, — MOXOXKe BCe Ha CBeTe, CHAPYKM: yM
Y XUTPOCTh, 6JIarOPOICTBO U pacyueT, HaCWIre U KeJaHue.
Ho 3T0 TO/IbKO CHapYy>KM — U UTO A0 He B pa3HbIX TOPO-
Iax, B KOTOPBIX €CTb MJIM HET mpenen 6eccMmepTuio. J1eso
BHYTpu Hac. U I'pumepy Kasanochb, UTO OH BJIaJeeT Tali-
HOI4, pasragKoii 3TOTO CUacThbsl BHYTPU Hac. VI CTOUT TOJb-
KO ITPOCHYTBCSI, ¥ OH CMOXKET 3TO ITepeIaTh BCEM U HasIBY.
U oH nmenan ycuine HaJ, co60it, UTOOBI POCHYTHCS, YTOODI
CBECTU [I0 JIO3yHTa 3Ty TaiiHy, BCe U3SMEHUTH B 3TOM TrOpo-
e, o6oiiTuCch 6e3 6yHTa, YTOObI ¥ TaMOKEHHUK MOT II0-
HSITb €T0 U TOKe CTaTh MHBIM — TaM, BHYTpHU. B 3T0 Bpems
Myse ynanoch BCce >XKe BepHYTh ero Ha 3TOT CBeT, U OH
OCTaBWJI CBOIO Pa3rajiKy Ha TOM, M MYUYMTEIbHO IThITAJICS
BCITOMHUTbD €€, M MOPILIMJI CBO¥ JIOO, TTIOXOKMIA Ha KayKIbIi
J106 atoro I'opoja, u Imypwui r1asa, Takue ke, Kak y 06-
pasua B 3ane. W 3TO0 Ka3ajlocb eMy BakHee CBOero Be-
JInubsl, BasKHee TOro, YTO My3a cerofHs OCTaeTcsl AoMa,
nbo oHa, My3sa, 00si3aHa Terepb HUYEro He menaThb. Ee
SKM3Hb 3TO U eCTh paboTa. 60 oHa — ciryskeHue Bemmko-
MY, ¥ KaX[Iblii B3IJISII, KECT CTAaHYT CJIOBOM B BOCIIPUSITUM
OKpyKaromux. Jlaxke BaskHee TOTO, YTO CETOAHS OISITh Oy-
IleT cKajblleb B pyKax M Ube-TO KpacHOe, MBIIIIaMu
HapYXy JIMIIO BCIIBIXHYT Mepe, riia3aMu.

XXXV

pyrue 3a60Thl y IIpencenaressi, eciv BCTAI OH € yTpa
oTy60sbHOIE. JKeHa JoMO#t TOIBKO IO, YTPO TIPUIILIA.
Terneps y Hee cBoOoma — XKena! A Bot y Compencena-
TeJISI — Te Ke CPOKM, [1a Ha yac Gojibllie, a HUUETO, KPOMe
HEXXHOCTH, TIPUSITHOM ¥ BIIOJIHE 6OMIPOIi YCTANOCTH, U HET.
CioBHO Gepersia OHa 3TO B cebe Bce rojibl CYpOBOIi paboThlI,
a BOT JIONUIA OYepe[lb, M BCE Pa30M BBIILIECHYIA, Aa Tak,
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YTO ellle OCTaJIOCh C JIMXBOIA, Jla ellle Ha )XM3Hb XBaTUT. He
CMbIKad IJ1a3 U PYK, OHA TOTOBA ¥ KMU3Hb KUTbh. EC/ii ObI He
pa6ora. Ormyckana Myka TOMOit — IJ1aKasa, BCero obie-
JIOB&JIa — €CTh CMbBICI B XMU3HU. [la U TOMY He GOJBHO-TO
XOTeJ0Ch YXOAUTb — coBnayiM. Ho He MyKy rOBOpUTb, UTO
Takoe o6s13aHHOCTK. CMeIIHO, ellle BUepa OH Ha Hee U II0-
cMOTpeThb Gosuicsi. CKOBKO MX OHA Ha YXOJi HasHauuma,
6osbllle, yeM OH 6ab BuIes, a YK OH... A ceifyac 1elyer,
CTOSI Ha KOJIeHSIX, U IuiaveT. ECTb B 3TOM Kakasi-TO pas-
rajgka.

Ho Myxka Takue IyCTSIKM M paHbliie-TO He BOJHOBAJIN,
a Terepb ¥ BOBCE: 3TO €€ [1eJI0 — OTHOCUTBCS K HEMY, KaK
OHa OTHOCUTCSI BMeCTe CO BCeMM NMPUUYMHAMM Ha CBeTe,
IoyemMy Tak, a He yHayve. IlouyBcTBOBan MyK, UTO ycTal,
eMy TOXe OOMON 1opa, MIOTOMY 4YTO JOMOIl Temnepb IS
Myka 9TO 1 eCTb — Ha paboTy.



[TIABA BTOPAA

WCNbITAHUE

T'opof, yke BeCh BBITION3 HA YIMUIIbI U HA 1ie/blit AeHb

Iepepacrioni3aeTcss IO CBOMM pabouMM MecTam,

YyTOOBI BEUEepOM IIepepacrion3Tuch ob6paTHO. Benb
3TO WUIIO3US, YTO OH CTAHOBUTCSI JPYTUM, OJI€ThIM, 3a-
HSTBHIM, pabOTAIOUIMM, Ha CAMOM Jiejie Te JKe PYKu u 6ex-
pa, IIeKN U BOJIOCHI, I'yObI U I71a3a, TOJbKO BHYTPb, HO Te
ske. ITorpo6yit ceifuac pacKUIaTh UX 10 CBOMM CITAIbHSIM
" yOeIUIIIbCS, YTO HUYEro B HUX APYTOTO U HE CYIIeCTBY-
etT. Ta ke XXU3Hb, UYTO U BUepa, HA JIIOASIX — BHYTPb, JIO-
Ma — HapyxXy. Ho, yBbI, 3TO ObUIO ObI CMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO,
ecau Obl OBLIO HEM3MEHHO — ObIBAIOT IMEepUOIbl, KOTIA
BCe 3TO TeperyThiBaeTCs, KOTAa AU TepsIioT olpeje-
JIEHHOCTb BHYTpU cebsi u cHapyxu. U Torma I'pumep,
BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI CUAETh B CBOEeM KabuHeTe, OKpYy-
SKEHHOM YCTYKIMBBIMM, MOTUYAIUBBIMU, CIIPSITAHHBIMU
BHYTpb OempaMm, pyKamu, OBVDKETCS Mo Kopumopy. OH
Belb HUUEro He 3HaeT, ToUueMy 3TO MPOUCXOOUT, TTIoUueMy
BeIyT ero MAyiiye CIlipaBa U cjieBa, U He MyIOpeHO: OH
Bellb He MPUCYTCTBOBAJ MpU KOoHTakTe CTOSIIero-Haji-
BceMU U TaMOkeHHMKA U He BeaeT, YTO MPOUCXOsIiee
C HUM — TIOTBITKA COXPAaHUTDb B XXUBBIX I'opon, min, ro-
BOps TOuHee, TaMOXXeHHMKA, TakK, 10 KpaliHeil Mepe, 1o-
naraeT TaMOKeHHUK.
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3a 'pumepoM TpUILLIN, KaK OJHAXKABI IPUILIUIM TTOC/Ie
oriepanyy B IpouutoM rogy. Eile HemaBHO OH GbI COTHYII-
Csl, CHEXUJICS, BXXAJICSI B CBOE Tejo. A Terepb IMOFHSIICS
JIETKO, KaK Oy[ITO camM XOTeJs Iporyisitbesl. He Toporsich
BBIMBUI pyKu. [locmoTpen Ha cBOe JnIi0, IIPOBeJI 10 HEMY
namoHsaMu. IIpombul 1/1a3a. BepHyscs K CTOMy, Hauil
13 rpaduHa Bofbl, Cies1al HeCKOIbKO TTIOTKOB. U TOmHSII-
cs1. Kommcecenst Komuccumeit, a on — Benvkuii I'pumep.

AX, Kak Jierku, HeTOPOILIMBBI M TOUHBI €ro IIaru, aa u
neliCTBUTENbHO, KTO B TOpoZe Jydllle BiafeeT CBOMM Te-
JioM, yeM Hail I'pumep? Jla 1 HEBO3MOXKHO €My UATU MHa-
ye. O I'pumepax roBOpsIT, UTO OHU OIIMOAIOTCS OOUH pas.
[MosTOMYy ¥ TOYHBI €ro marM — Kak KOIIKa, UIeT OH ITI0
MSITKMM KOBpaM, 6yITO KasKAblii pa3 TOTOBUTCS K MTPBIKKY
U He COBepIllaeT ero TOJbKO IOTOMY, UTO HET >KEepTBBI.
3abbut M OH Kopuaopbl Kommccuii? Het, He 3a0bL1, HO
Tak Ju OH wwen torga? Tenepp MHaUe, a BCe-TakKM cephie
HeT-HeT Ja U COKMeTCs BHyTpu. OCTaHOBUTCS Ha MUT U
ONSITb MOJIOTUT IO BO3LAYXY KpBUIBIIIKaMM. BOT 31ech,
I'puMep TOMHUT, OblIa ABEpb, a TeNepbh HAYaja0 HOBOTO
Kopuzopa Hampaso. Ternepb HajleBo. Vpayuiue cripaBa U
CJieBa IBVKYTCS TIOUTUTE/IBHO U TOXKe KaK KOIIKM, HO, KO-
HEYHO, KOUIKM Xy[llleil TOpoAbl M, BUAUMO, He TepBOil
MOJIOLOCTH, OTsDKenenu. HakoHel, BOT OHO — [BEDb.
Beepxy umsa — Ilpencenatens. ['pumep Bomen oguH. Xo-
3IMH BCKOYMJ HaBCTpeuy. 3HAUUT, OeCTBUTEIbHO BCE
B MOpsiAKe. B mpoluiom rofy He OAbIMAICs, faxe rj1a3 He
MOAHS/, a KOTAA MOSHS, Cy3UJT TaK, YTO U OyLIU CKBO3b
IIeb He BUIHO, U JIMIO YK Ha UTO 6buTo Ha O6paserr 1mo-
X0Xee, & B MTHOBEHbE CTaJI0 HE3HAKOMbBIM U JaXe He3-
IellHUM. A 3TOT BbIlIea HaBCTpeuy, ycagmuia. Cam cen
HalpoTMB, HOTU CHABMHY/A. [J1a3a KpacHOBaThble, YCTal,
3HAUNUT, NMpaB/ia, IpUUMHA yCTaOCTH ['puMepy He BakHa,
HO €C/TM B YCTAJIOCTY Y TaKas Jr06e3HOCTb — 3TO BOT BaK-
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HO. YBepwicsi B cebe ele 6oJiblile, U TOJIOC CTal OMSTh
MSITKMM, 6apXaTUCThIM, @ TO YK€ BHYTPM KaKoii-TO ¢u-
CTYJIBHOTO LiB€Ta IIPUIOTOBWIICS BBINIONI3aTh HAPYXKy. [Ipu-
TOTOBMBIIMIICS YOpaa M HAPYKY BBIITYCTUJI MHOI — CBOIA,
Jaske TIOBeJIMUeCTBeHHEI.

— Crymato Bac.

Ho toT otBeTuth He ycnen. OTKpbuiach nBepb. [Ipen-
cemaTtesib BCKOUMI — TaMoXeHHMK. 'pumep mOgHSIICS.
TaMoOkeHHMK KMBHYJ ronosoit [Ipencenarenio, pyku He
MPOTSIHYJ, K I'puMepy 6pocuicsi ¢ pasroHy, YIbIOHYIICS,
06Hs11 ero. Bpoge kak y TamoskeHHMKA 6mske ['puMepa u
Ipy3eit He 6bu10. ['pMMep OTBeTWI CHayaja HEJIOBKO U
HEYKJ/IIOXe, a MOTOM 3acMesiyICsl M TOXe CTUCHyNI Tamo-
>KeHHMKa. [Toskasmyit, mocuibHel, 4eM TOT €ro.

— Oro, pyuku! Caguce. — U cpasy Ilpencenartento: —
Iaji-Ka HaM BbITUTb.

— Bopma. — Ilpencenmartens Hanuia M IMOJan OBa CTa-
KaHa.

— Cnacu6o. A Temnepb uau, — TaMOXeHHUK KUBHYII
ronoBoii. — Hy, pyuku, — TaMO>keHHUK MOBOAWI TL/Ieva-
mu. — Jaxke cuimkoM. Tebst 6bI K MOUM JIIOIISIM [TepeMe-
CTUTD, LIeHbI ObI TeOe He 6bUIO, M KaK TOJbKO ThI 3TUMU
KJIeIaMy CKaJIbIlesieM paboTaelb?..

Bpopne 06 ogHOM roBOpUT, O APYyroMm aymaert. [mazamu
JIYTT — ¥ B3IJISIIOM BHYTDb 3ajie3aeT 6eCcCThIIHO, KaK BOD,
KOTOPOMY BOPOBATh MMO3BOJIEHO.

— T'oToB? — BOT 3TO yke co cmbicioM. [loctykan Ta-
MOKEHHMK TI0 HM3KOMY CTOJIMKY, ITOCTaBWI CTakaH. Jla-
TOHBIO TIPOBEJI TI0 JIUITY CBEPXY BHUS.

— K yemy? — T'pumep TOXe moCTy4aa Mo CTOMY Iajb-
1IaMMu, axX, Kakue y Hero 6bUIM Maiblibl, B Ba Pa3a TOHBIIIE,
a KpacoThL...

TamOXeHHMK BBUIYIIMJICSI HA HEro 0 TaKOi CTEIeHU
HaTypaJbHO, UTO ['pumMep moBepua ero yausieHuio... Co-
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6pan ynpibky TaMOKeHHMK, Kak CKaTepThb CO CTOJIa, CBep-
HYJI, 3aKPbLT U, Uepe3 CBEPHYTYIO, Cy3UB >KeCTKMe IJ1a3a:

— PaboreHka TyT ofHa MpeNCTOUT, BOT He 3HAIO,
CIIPaBUIIbCS JIU THI...

— ITo xaxoit vactu?

I'puMep NMPUTOTOBUJICS CAYIIATh MHTOHALIMU, HU Of-
HOMY cj0By TamokeHHMKa OH He Bepwi, a BOT MHTOHA-
LIMM, TIO3KaITyii, MOT IToBepuTh. Ho TOT TOXKe He omHy coba-
Ky Ha pasroBopax cbej, oxanyi, nounuie [Ipencenarens
MOT' KOTO YTOAHO B JIt060# yron 3arHaTb. Ho TO/MbKO He
I'pumepa. MoxkeT, oH U He ayulnii [pumep Ha camoM Je-
ne B Topone, HO He TOJMBKO sl pabOThl TOTOBUI Cebst
I'puMep BCIO KM3HD, Ia U ocjae Komuccum OmbIT ocesn Tak,
YTO BO CHE HACTOPOKe.

— Ilo TBoOeji. Bosbllle He crnpamyBait, HO MHTOHAIUU
MOM He IIymai, oHM 6e3 My/lbca, — YXMBUIbHYJ/ICS, KaK
BOJIK 3eBHYJI. — [10 TBOe€Ji.

— O6MaHbIBaellb?

— HarnonoBuny.

— Ha kakyto?

— Ha mio6y1o0.

U panpiie pasroBop nepeuen Ha Mysy, 4To, Mo, TIO-
Be3yio I'pumepy u mpouvasi, UTo BUepa Mysa 6bl1a mepBoii
JlaMoii Ha Bevyepe BbIOOpa, ¥ uTO TaMoskeHHUK JTF060BaJICS
€l0, U 4TO, HaBepHOe, Bce OymeT XOpoIlo, M YTO OH CaM,
XMBIKHY/T TaMOXXeHHUK, «GyIeT CIysKUThb Y HEero Ha IIo-
cbhUTKax». VI3 Bceit aToi 60/MTOBHM ['prMep HUYETO BHYTPU
He 3aduKCHMpoBaIL. U 1leHy XOpOIIMM OTHOIIEHMSIM OH
3HaJI, BeCeJIbIM BOT TaKMM, OTKPBITBIM, 3TOT MPUEMYMK Ha
Kommccum Ha HeM He pa3 oTpabarbiBaiy. TaMOXKeHHMUK,
KOHEUYHO, BUPTYO03, HO MOJIeJIb Ta Ke.

A 3TO BOT y3Kke GJMKe K Ieny.

— TbI 3Haemb, moyemy Tebe tTorma Ha Komuccun mop-
daptuno?
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Momuut I'pumep, cayiliaeT, UHTOHAIMIO MIPSTYeT.

— Benp 310 4. Thl MOeEro napTHepa B AOTaMOKEHHbIN
Tepuos, HevyassHHO Ha [Ba HOMepa Has3ajl OTOJABMHYJ, a
MHe XBaTuo. Tak uTo s ¢ Te6s Havasl. [IOJKHUK ST TBOI, —
OITSITh BOJIK 3€BHYII.

Bpet, uto nu. Ia kakas pasHuna. [ass TaMoOXeHHM-
Ka — emy, I'pumepy win Myse, eciu He HYXHBI, YXO[,
HA3HAUMTh UTO MajblleM IIeBe/JbHYTb. 3HAUUT, HYXKEH,
KOJIb IMpHKa ronuia. Becran TamoskeHHUK, OGHSIT.

— Hy napHo, 3a cjioBaMu U fefio npoaeTtut. — [Mo3san
IMpencenarens, Tor Bomen. Pyku c¢ mieua [pumepa He
cHs1. — Eciu ¢ Hero XoTb BOJIOCOK CIETUT, — U yKe 0e3
YJIBIOKM, Ia’ke BOYbEN, a MOXET, M TYT IPUTBOPSIETCS.
IpencemaTenb CMOTPUT: He IPOIJISIAEeTh Obl. — A TO Kak
B @HEKJIOTe, He TO UTO YXO[l OpraHM3yeM, a XyxKe OymerT.

— A uTto xyxe?

— OnsiTh BepHEM U OISITh OpPraHM3yeM, U TaK BCIO
SKU3HbD.

Her, c IIpencenmaTeneM CTONBKO JIET BMeCTe TIPOXUIN,
MpopaboTaIn, IPOIIYTUIIU, — KOHEUYHO, C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO
co cropoHsl IIpencenarensi. Tak TaMOKeHHUK HU pasy He
TOBOPMJI. DTO He IMpueM. YJIbIOHYJICS.

— Jla 4TO ThI, Kak OYITO caM He MOHMMAI0. — A eCn
He TIOHMMAET, 1a 1 0 KaKOM BOJIOCKE CJIOBO CKa3aHO, eCyin
TYT BCETO ¥ CJIOH He BbIIEPsKUT.

— A BOT Tak, — roBopuUT TaMOXeHHUK, Mepe[ TeM KaK
yitTH, — Tebe pelraTh, He BCe BaJISITh Iypaka, 3a cBoe Mms
¥ IopaboTaTh HAZO.

Ipencematenb ¢ TONMKY cOuT; I'pumepy, cO6GCTBEHHO
TOBOPSI, pPajloBaThCs TOXe Heuero. Yro ermne 3a paboTka?
Ha no Hee ['pumepa ellle MOATOTOBUTh HaZ0. U BOJIOCOK —
3HaK yOeIUTeTbHbIN /IS CIIBIIIAIIETO.

Harpsircs Becbh, X0/IOA0K Ha CIIMHE PacTOMNMJI, KaK CHET
OrHeM — BoJieli. [0TOB BCe BBIHECTM, @ BBIHOCUTb-TO ITOKa
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u Hevero. CHavana Gecema. OOmIMe OaHHbIE, KOTOPBIE
BceM, U [Ipencenaresnto, pasymeeTcs, M3BECTHBI. JJake 4To
yueHUK Benukoro jmnxo rpoexani, Kak CaHKM C ropsl. Ko-
MHUCCUS — TYT U BOIpoca HeT, 3To [Ipencenarento sydiie
I'pumepa u3BecTHO. Bompocbkl 0 Myse mposieTenn Tak,
CJIOBHO YTV MUMO yXa, — BXOKUK, U HETY.

Kak Hu Hanpsraics ['pumep, Kak HM KOHTPOJIMPOBAJ
cebs1, a IBHO UTO-TO IIOMMMO CJIOB, UTO ¥ HE XOTeJI, a BbI-
ITyCTUJT U3 cebsl. A KaK y3HaTh — YTO, €CJIM He TTOHMMAaeT
OH, Aake KOTJa 9TO MPOM30ILIO. [lesio MmacTepa 6outcs, a
vk [Ipencenatesib — MacTep, 3TOro He OTHUMEIITb.

A xanb. Beran [Ipencepgartens — KOHelL, Havaly, y He-
ro — Bce. MacTep TOJIBKO Bpofe paboTaTh Hayaj, BO BKYC
Bomesi. Bor 6bI ceifuac I'pumepa Kak 6ab60uKky GyriaBKOi
K CTeHKe mpucobaumwi u depes a3 I'pumepa, BHYTPb
I'pumepa, 1o 6J10XM CKABIIUCH, BOILIEN Ty, IJe Ha JHe —
Iyira B ckopJyte. U Bce 6bI BbI3HA, UTO U ['pyMep cam He
3HaeT, Bce 6bl YBUIE, BCe ObI 3aryicasi: HO Majo TOTo, yKe
caM 111 cebst, IS pasBIeUeHMsI, YTO JIU, TYITy HOXKUYKOM
Ha JIBe MOJIOBMHOYKM — pas, M OTTyAa 3TOT CaMblil sKej-
TOK U3 OyIlIM Ha JIafOHb Ja o, yBeIuueHune.

A TyT pa3begenibCs, U MPOKOJOTh Hejb3sl. VHCTpyK-
1IMST — OHA KaK cBeTodop /s MaliMHbl. Xouelllb He XO-
yelb — TOPMO3MU.

— B npyroit kabunet, npomry. I[TocMoTpuM, Kak y Bac
C COCTpalaHKeM Jeji0 0OCTOUT.

O cocTpamaHuMy BCIIOMHMUJ, YJIBIOHYJICS ITOJTYPTOM.
HeiicTBUTENBHO, KaK Y Hero, I'pumepa, ¢ 3TOM WITYKOM?..
Huxkak. Kak uejioBeKk ¢ MMeHeM, OH BpPOJie IOJIKeH ObITh
JIUIIIEH 3TOTO HeJoCTaTKa, Majio JiM UX Ha ero rjia3ax BbI-
BOJISIT MPSIMO M3 Kpecej, Majio Jix TIof, ero HOXXaMyu OHM
KOpUaTcsi, OpyT, IUIaYyT, Ja pa3Be TOJbKO 3T0. Pabora u
COCTpajiaHMe, KM3Hb M COCTpajlaHue — HeCOBMECTUMHBI.
VHaue KTO uMes ObI IIPaBO KUTh?.. A cOCTpagaHue B IO-
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JIyMepy, Ha YpPOBHE COUYBCTBUSI — ITYCTb B 3TO UIPAIOT
npyrue. Iloxamyii, 4TO 3TO COCTpajaHue CyIIleCTBYeT,
I'puMep 3HaeT TOMABKO IO 3aKOHY, OTPUIIAIOIIEMY COCTpa-
nmanue. Ellle, MOXeT, B IETCTBE, MJIM B ITepBbIe roabl pabo-
ThI, WM TaM, Ha Komuccuu, oH ¥ YyBCTBOBAJ Kakoe-TO
BOJIHEHMe, KOT[la CHUMAJI KOXKY C JUIIA U MalyeHT TiaKkan
oT 60J11, HE B COCTOSIHUY BEK 3aKPbITh, KPACHBIX ¥ COUHBIX
BEK, MJIY CJIBIIIAJ KPYK BOIIEIIIEro Iepes HUM B KabMHeT
Komuccuu 1, Korma BXOAWIT, BUIEJT €r0 CUISIIUM B Kpeciie
C OTKPBITBIM PTOM U CTPYIKOM KpPOBM, CTEKAIOIIEH I10
mo60poIKy... Ho uToObI ceifuac — ma mocaay B 3TO Kpec-
Jj10 Bech T'opon! Y HM ofMH T71a3 He BCIIOTeN Obl CJIe3001, U
He MOPTHYJIO ObI OKO, U 3a 9TO B cebe OH CITOKOEH, yOexkK-
nman cebs Ipumep, HAMIPaB/ISASCh B CJIEAYIOMINIT KaGMHET...
Ila BOT B39Thb Buepa. [Tocse TOro Kak 3aKIJIM CBET U BbIHO-
CUJIM PYKM, TOJIOBBI, HOT'M, & COTHM OCTaJIMCh B Kpecjax,
YTO OH UyBCTBOBan? HexxHocTh K My3e U pagocTh IO no-
BOJIy TOTO, YTO Ollepaliusl Bbi3Basia BOCTOPr 3asa. OH Kak
Bce. ['pumep 111eJ1 CITIOKOITHO U JTaske Becesio.

Bepb pacmaxHysiach. JTO 6bUIa IMMPOKasi, B TIOJICTEHHI,

IBepb. OHa oTbexasa Tak, 6yATO KOTEHOK ITPOIIIes 1o

KOBpY, TMOKO U OeclIyMHO, M Tak ke 6eCHIymMHO 3a-
TBOpwiaack. [loxanyiticta, B kpecio. Ha yenoBeke, KOTO-
PbIit BCTPETUIT €T0, OBV TeMHbIE OUKM. 1 pyKu ero 6buin
TOYHBIMMU U TMOKMMU, KakK y ['pumepa. Y I'pumepa 0cobbIit
MIPYCTPACTHBIN B3MJISIT HA PYKU. DTU ObUTIH, MOXKATYil, He
MeHee BUPTYO3HbBI, UeM y Hero. I'pMmep Kak-TO MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI Ce0S1 yBEPEHHE. A UTO, XOPOIIMe PYKU, B UCITbI-
TaHMM Ha TO, B UeM yBepeH, — He TaK YK U Majo Jjis de-
JIOBeKa, uTOObI CTajJ0 CIIOKOMHee eMy, KOra OH XOueT
OBITh CITOKOIIHee. B kpecite, kyma ycagunu I'pumepa, Msir-
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KO 1 yno6Ho. Ctaso elle criokoiiHee. OH MMOYyBCTBOBAI Ha
KOXKe PYK, Ha Iliee, Ha JI0Y JIeTKMe TeIvIble 3aKMMbI, U €My
3aX0TesIoCh Jaxe 3aapeMarb. Ilosica BOKpYT Tesla OH IO-
YTU He OITYTUIIL.

A pyku niogHecau emy 6ymary. BBepxy OGbUIM MCXOL-
Hble naHHble. CTO MsTast — JULO U BeC B HOpMe, COOTBET-
CTBYIOT HOMepy. Bce cooTBeTCTBYyeT HOMepy. [Ipurosope-
Ha K Yxony. Cto nigrtasi, mogyman I'pumMep, 3HaKOMbI HO-
Mep, ¥ BAPYT BCIIOMHWI: HY, KOHEUHO, 3TO ke 3HaKoMasi
CoThIX. DTO K Heil yXoauia 10 BedepaM B OGe3bIMSHHBIN
nepuon Myx. My3a CTO/IBKO TOBOpWIA O Heli U O TOM, YTO
Cro ngras nobwia COToro, U YTO KAajia ero Kak-To Tak,
yTo gaxe Mysa He Bcerza skfgasna Tak I'pumepa, 1 uto Mysa
B YeM-TO XOTeJia ObI TTOXOOUTh Ha Hee. M UTO KOrma-To
OHa 3Haja ee cama, HO IIOTOM OHa BBILLIA 332 HOPMY HO-
MepOB, BO3MOKHBIX Ji1 0b61eHMs. I BooOIiie 3TO 6GbLI
caMblii G/IM3KMIi eil B MpOILIOM desoBeK. OHa BOCIIUTHI-
BaJIachb C Heil BMecTe... — A-a-a-a-a...

«Kakoil Mep3kuit KpuK, XOTS U TIIyXOii», — IOMOP-
muicst 'pumep, 3TO, MOKamyii, 3a 3T0i cTeHoi. OH Mo-
BEpHY/T TOJIOBY, TOTOJ3/a IBepb TUXO U GepeskHO, Kak
O6y[ITO MeJIKUi CHer Tafal Ha JIaJoHb. [IBoe BeJIINX ero
Ha Komuccuio yac Hasaf, ceityac BOJIOK/IM 3a Horu CTo IIs1-
Tyto. Kakoe oTBpaTuTe/NIbHOE TENO, U36UTOe, B CUMHSIKAX U
KPOBMU, JIULIO TIOUTH JIUILIEHO KOKU. ['0j10Ba jexkana Ha 60-
Ky, HO JXeHI[MHA ellle kpuuana. B I'pumepe 4TO-TO UyTh
1IeBeabHY/I0Ch. «CIIOKOMHO, — CKasaa OH, — 3HAUMUT, TaK:
JIVHUSL Tejla OObIYHA, TOJIBKO UyTh ITOJIHOBATHI Oeapa. OHU
YKe yCreau UCTIOPTUTD JINII0, U ceifuac ee Bpsi, U MOSKHO
MpUHATD gaske 3a CTo msTyio. Kak 6bICTPO MOKET MEHSTh-
cs1 cynpba, — myman ¢ ycumem I'pumep. — XoTs Kakas
cynbba — OHa MpUTrOBOpeHa K Yxoxy. MHTepecHO, MoOKa-
3aThb emy uMeHHO CTo mgTyi0 — 3aTes Komuccum wmim
TONBKO TaMokeHHUKa?»
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CTo sITYy10 6poCHi Ha CTOJ. Eil IpUITOAHSIN TONIOBY, U
JKeHIIMHA 3allieBeamiach. 3acToHasa. CTosSmmii CripaBa
B3sJI CO CTOJIa CKa/IbIlelb U CHU3Y BBEPX BCIIOPOJ OAHY U3
HOT KeHIIMHbBL. Ta AepHyaach 1 3akpuyana. «CrokoitHo, —
okaincs I'pumMep, — s cam BCKPBIBAKO 1€, Iiekn. CroKoii-
HO, 9TO BCEro JIMIb UCIbITAHMEe Ha cocTpagaHue. Thl ke
BBIIEPKUIIIb 9TO — TOAYMaelllb, KasKaplii leHb paboTaer
Komuccus. A Buepaiamii geHb? 3ai. MOsKHO COITHM C yMa...
Ho TbI ke gymat o apyrom». Ero pyka 4yTb 111eBe/IbHY/IacCh.

Bepnymuii ucnibiTaHus HaKJIOHWICA K ['pumepy:

— XOoTuTe 4TO-TO CKa3aTh?

I'puMep mokauan rojioBOi, CUIbHee K pydke Kpecsa
TIPVKAJT PYKY U TYT XKe UCIYTaJICS — He Yepecuyp Ju pes-
KO OH 3TO CAenai, eciu He 3aMeTUT Bepymmii, To — ma-
IIMHA, JaTYUKMA.

B aT0 Bpems cTosiNit c/ieBa B3sUT CKaJIbIeb. ..

«Xopoiag pabora, — 3acTaBuwiI cebs mogymath ['pu-
Mep, — mpodeccroHanbl. BrionHe. — U TYyT ke OTMeTWI
caM IIpo cebs, YTO 3aCTaBJISIET TyMaTh Ce0sl C TPYIOM. —
Heyskenn s1 He MOTy OBITh CITOKOVHBIM? Bemb OoT Moero
CBUJIETEJIbCTBA HMUYEro He MEeHSIeTCsI B ee cyabbe. U 6e3
MEHS MPOUCXOAUIO ObI TO JKe. A eCyin S He BBIAEPKY — He
OymeT HOBOJ paboThbl, My3bl, MOKET, MEHSI».

IMoxkanyii, sTo u moxseno ero. Korma oH mnomymain
0 My3e, MbICJ/Ib, UTO OHA 3Has1a CTO MSTYIO, TAe-TO 3amyTa-
JIach B HUTYU PasMBbIILIEHMS 0 6eCCMBICIEHHOCTM BMeIa-
TeJbCTBA, ¥ 00€ CIUIENNCh, U Y3Ke BBIXOAWIO, UTO 9TO MO-
KeT ObITh OHa, My3a, ero My3a, a He Cto misTast. Ho onsTh
T'puMep B3s1 ce6Gst B pYyKU, U Jaske PYKM He JPOTHYJIN.
«Monopel», — IogyMaJs OH, ¥ MbIC/b, UTO OH MOXXET BCe-
TaKy BCe BbIHECTU, BUAMMO, paccyiabuia ero, OH CJIUIIKOM
paHo MMOYyBCTBOBAJI ITOOETY.

JKeHIyHa He 3aKpyyasa, a ckaja 3yObl, CTOSIIINIA CJIeBa
TIOJHEC CKaJIbIleNb K ee MPaBOMy IVIasy U, MOAAepKUBas ee
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TIO]T, 3aThIJIOK JIAZIOHbIO, TIPUTIOAHSIT TOJOBY... Ecyin 661 I'pu-
Mep He OIIYTMJI YyBCTBA O6JIerueHus U obeapl, OH, HaBep-
HO€, ¥ 9TO IPUHSIT ObI TaK ke, KaK ¥ BCe OCTaJIbHOE, BeIb
OHa TIpMroBopeHa K Yxopmy. CoBepilieHHO HenpOM3BOJILHO
I'pumep AepHYyICs, 060pBaT BCe JATUMKM, OITPOKMHYIT Kpec-
JIO, 3aMbIYaJI, KaK OT TYITIOi OOJIN, Y1 BLUEIMIICS B TIOSIC, YTOOBI
pasopsarts ero. M mouyBCTBOBAJI Ha CBOEM ILJIeYe PYKY.

— Ilepectanb. — OH BBICTpeIWJI I1a3aMyu BBEPX, BeCh
OIllepPEeHHbIN OT OeIIeHCTBA BOJIK, M YBUIEN, YTO HaJ, HUM
TaMoskeHHUK. A Tiepel, HUM HUUEro M HUKOTO HeT, HU
CTOJIa, HY KeHIIVHbI, HY JIOfe. ..

U I'pumep OITyCTWICSI M 3aIUIaKajl, ¥ ToJIoC ObIT BOEM, U
eMy ObLJIO TUIEBATh Ha MUCITbITaHME, U Ha TaMOXXeHHMKA, U
Ha ['opoz. 1 Ha Bce Ha cBeTe. TOJNIBKO OHA MbIC/Ib KPYTU-
Jlacb B HEM U OyKcOBaJia, KaK MalluMHa, MTPOBAIMBIIASICS
B 60710TO. «ITO MorJIa 66ITh My3a. 3TO MoT/Ia 6bITh My3ax.
TaMO>XKeHHMK OISITh MOOXKMUI pyKy Ha Tuiedo. Ces Ha Kop-
TOuKM nepef, 'pumepoM.

— KoHuniiib BbITb, IPUAY, — OTCTETHYI Mosic y ['pume-
pa U BbIIIIeN.

I'pumep ellle mosieskasn, BCTaj, MocTaBuwi Kpecio. Cen
B Hero ¥ 3aKkphblI I71a3a. bosena ronosa, HO GbUIO MYCTO U
He 6bUI0O HM OHOV MBICJM, KPOME «3TO MOIJIa ObITh My-
3a». [IoToM 3Ta MbBICIb IOTECHUIACh, U B HEE CMUPEHHO,
BMHOBATOI CO6aKoi, TPOHUKIIA ApyTas: «<BOT Thl 1 He BbI-
Iep>Kaj MCIIBITAHUS, U TO TaM, IJie OT Tebs HUUEero He
3aBucesio. — I'puMep OTKpPBLI ABEPD B 3TY IyCTOTY U OTIIY-
CTWI NITULYy. — A yepT ¢ HUMM, C UCIIBITAaHUSIMMU. By,[LbTe
BBl BCe TPOKJISITbI, — OH Hadayl cMesiTbcs. Beran. Jler Ha
mos1. OH CMesIICS, M Y er0 TeK/IM CJie3bl, KaK ObIBaeT Imocse
aHecTe3uM, KOTJa OTXOOUT Juilo. BcTaBan, cTydan Kyma-
KaMU B CTEHKY U MOCTENIeHHO YCITOKaUBAaJCs, U, TIOKAITYIA,
B TOJIOBE OCTajach TOMbKO OHA MBIC/Ib: — He Bbimepskan,
" HAIUIEBATh, 3aTO MOTY YyBCTBOBATh CeOST COOO0I».
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— IIponuto, — TamMOKeHHMK 3aryisiHy/ B IBE€pb, — HET
eme? Ilpoipmer. — Boimen. M ckopo I'pumep mencTBu-
TeJIbHO TTIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO Tpouwio. OnsaTh nosswics Ta-
MokeHHMK. CUacT/IMBbINM, Becesblii. — S mo3mpaBisio —
BbIJIepsKaJl.

— Bce Bpemib, Thl gymaelllb, Terepb OJsI MeHS 3TO
MMeeT KaKoe-TO 3HaueHue?

— IMocmoTpu Ha TabJI1o.

I'puMep MOIHSII TOJIOBY, HAJl BXOJIHO IBEPbIO 3a5Kercst
TEeKCT: — OlleHKa — TOJ0XNUTeabHOo. HopMma.

TaMo>KeHHMK OOHS 3a tieun I'pumepa.

— BoT Buauiib, 3HaUUT, BCe B nopsake. [Io aTomy mo-
BOAY BOT Tebe, — TaMOKEHHUK MPOTSHY/I CTaKaH. — 3a-
1e’i CBOIO Mobey.

I'pumep, He ollymiasi gaxe BKycCa, BBITWI, U BAPYT
K HeMy MpUIIIIa JIETKOCTb, BUAMMO, UCTIbITaHME TTPOUCXO-
IWIO TIO HEBEJOMBIM €My 3aKOHaM U eCTeCTBEHHbIE pe-
aKiuu, BOIIpeK MIPUHSATHIM B TOPOJle HOpMaM, OlleHMBa-
JIUCh TIOJIOXKUTEbHO, U HY3KHO TOJIBKO, He 10151, He TIoKa-
3bIBasi HAPYKY TOTO, UETO HET BHYTPU, OBITb CAMUM COBOIA
" BepUTD cebe, M OH cKazaa TaMOXKeHHUKY:

— A g gymai, UcribiTaHe KOHUMJIOCh Ha 3TOM, U Y Me-
HSI, 3HAEIllb, HET OOJIbIle KeJIAHMs VCIIBITBIBATHCS Hajlb-
me.

TaMOXXeHHMK KMBHYJ T'OJIOBOM, OH OBLI JTOBOJIEH €ro
c1oBaMu. PasMuHKa AeiiCTBUTETbHO TTO3aA1.

— W TbI CKOT, — cKa3ay oH TaMOoXKeHHUKY, — U Mpa3b.

— [IpaBunbHO, — cKasaj TaMOXeHHUK, €My Y>KaCHO
HpaBWJIOCh ToBOpuUMoe I'pumepom. — Hy, — ckasan oH, —
ele.

— A eme, — ckasan ['pumep, — ecau BOPYT CIAYUUTCS
Tebe IOMacTb Ha MOJ CTOJI, 51 C TOOOJ ceain TO Ke, UTO
3TU KOHOBaJIbI €O CTO ISTOI.

TamMoskeHHMK ObUT ITPOCTO CYACTITUB.
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— T'ocriony1, — TOBOPWJI OH IjIava, — ec/iu ObI Thl 3HAJ,
KaK 3TO JOPOro MHe, KaK Thl 630K MHe. Kak mpekpaceH
VICKPEHHMIT YeIoBeK, Jaxke B TPyOOCTH, HUUErO HET BhIIIe
MUCKPEHHOCTH.

Tyt I'puMep HeCKOJIbKO omemua. Y Hero MHOro 6bUIOo
MIPUTOTOBNIEHO CJIoB 1 0 TamoxkeHHUKe, U o ['opoge, u
BCeli Mep30CTU 3TOVi JIeHMBOJ MalllMHbI 3aKOHOB U He-
cripaBediMBOCTM YXxoma. Ho Korga OH yBUIeN Takoe Cya-
cTbe Ha julle TamokeHHMKa, CJIOBa 3acCTpsiM B TOpJie
I'puMepa ¥ OH YCIOKOWICS. 3aMoOjyaj M yIlieJd B CBOU
MbIc/iM. BcnoMHMA nepByo komuccuio u Mysy, KoTopast
morja 6biThb Ha MecTe CTo msATOil. Y HMYero 6oJjblie He
cka3an TaMOKeHHUKY.

My3a B 3TO BpeMs Xgana I'pumepa. 3aKaHUMBAJICS
00ObIuHbBIN paboumit meHb. OHA XoAwiaa U3 yria
B yrosi. OHa X[aja, BCIOMMUHAIA TTlepBoe ITPUKOCHO-
BeHMe JIOKTSI ['puMepa K CBoelt Koke, BCIIOMMHAJA, KaK
mobwia cHMMaTh ¢ Hero riami. Ilepe6bupana paboThI,
KiIana ux obparHo. Caguiack, MOAKMMAaa Mox, cebst Ho-
I, CMOTpeJIa, CUMTAs KaXKIYI0 MUHYTY, Y eCJii ObI MUHY-
Ta OblJIa KOILIKOM MM cO06aKoit, oHa ObI 00sI3aTEeIbHO 3a-
craBuia 6exkaTh ux ObIcTpee. My3a TBepJo pelinia 3aB-
Tpa BepHYTbCS Ha paboTy. U 370 eit 66110 MOKHO. Cero-
[IHSI OHA TOHSIA, YTO HEBO3MOXHO BOT TaK JKAATh LIeJIbIi
IeHb ¥ ellle HeM3BeCTHO CKOibKO. Korma oTkpsLiach
IBepb ¥ OHA, 6GPOCUBIINCDH K Heii, yBumena TaMoOKeHHM-
Ka, My3a 3amaxHyJa xaaaT, IpwIoxkuia JagoHb K Try6am,
MOYYBCTBOBAIA, UTO UTO-TO OEXKUT IO JIa[IOHM, OTHSIIA PY-
Ky, YBUIEJIA KPOBb, OITyCTUIA PYKy. «[loueMy KpOBB?» —
rmoyMaria OHa.
— XXuB, 1 Bce B nopsifike, — ckasaa TaMOXXeHHUK.

122



U Mysa 6buta 671arojapHa eMy 3a TO, UTO TOT CKasasl
3TO cpasy. OnaTh IPUIOKUIA PYKY K ry6am. OmsITb OTHSI-
n1a ee. [Ipukycua ry6sl. M Kak 3TO OHA ¥ I0YeMY BAPYT HA
C TOTO HU C Cero Havaja BOJIHOBAThCS, Beb HUKOTAA 3TO-
rO C Heli He 6bUI0, JaXke KOrjaa OHa kjasa rnocjiae Komuc-
CMM, OHA BOJTHOBAJIaCh MeHbIlle. BoiTepsia pyKy, mokasana
Ha KpecJio pykoi TaMOXXKeHHUKY.

— [loueMy OH He AOMa, He MIpuILeI cam?

TaMOXeHHMK MaxXHYyJl pyKOJi, yCTaJIO OITYCKasICh B Kpec-
JIO, ¥ HAarOBOPWJI €1 C TP KOpoba 0 CJIOSKHOCTM HOBBIX 00sI-
3aHHOCTEe}, HaKOHell, BAXKHOCTU TEePBbIX JHEN BbIXOJAa Ha
paboTy, TeM 6GoJiee TTOC/Ie BUEpAIIHMUX COObITHI. [la-aa, Ko-
TOpbIe IPOM30IIIM Ha ee Tya3ax. M nociencTsusi, KOTOpbie
OyoyT TPOJO/IKAThCS HECKOMbKO AHel. HyKHbl o6Imue
ycwusi, 9TOOBI BCE BEpHYTh B HOpPMY, Olepaiuii mpuba-
BWJIOCh BTpOe — MHOT'O IlepeMeH, ¥ HeCKOJIbKO JIHeli eMy,
I'pumepy, IPUAETCS He BHIXOOUTb U3 KabuHeTa. U, KoHeu-
HO, TaMOXXKeHHMK TYT ke coriacuics, uto Myse Hafo pa-
60TaTh ¥ YTO OHA B IMOPSIIKE UCKIIOUEHUS] MOXKET Bep-
HYTBCS IaXke Ha CTapoe MecCTo, TOIbKO, paayu bora, momK-
Ha cebs BeCTU OCTOPOKHO, IOTOMY UTO JII060€e pasiapaxke-
HMe, Hecorjacue OyayT BOCIPUHSITBHI — OH, MOJI, TaXke He
MIPeICTaB/ISIET KaK, U BeAb He KasKIOMY MOXKHO OOBSICHUTD
ybeIUTeNIbHO, IT0YEMY IOC/Ie TAKOTO MepeIBIKeHUS sKeH-
IIMHA OCTaeTcs Ha pabore. I Mysa cornmacuiack. U eit
CTaji0 Beceji0 U TMPUSTHO. 3aBTpa OHA BEepHETCS B CBOE
KpecJio U OMSITh IOCTaBUT Ha KOHTPOJb «beccMepTHBIX»,
KOTOPBIX TepeHec/M Ha CJeLyIlyl HeJenalo B CBSI3U
C TIOCJeTHVMM COOBITUSIMU, U €71 yKe ObIIIO MHTEPeCHO,
KaKo¥i 6ajul MOKaKyT KOHTPOJbHBIE 3PUTENN U3 YIIeJIeB-
IINX, Aa ¥ HOBbIE TOXe.

Bce xoporro, yroBapuBaeT oHa cama cebst. Ho kak Mysa
MBIC/I HU Pa3TOHSIET, Te, KaK ToJIyou, BBICOKO ITOKPYKUB,
OTISITh B TOJTYOSITHIO BO3BPAINAIOTCS M IMYMHO XJIOTIAIOT
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KDPBUIbSIMY, YCKMUBAIOTCSI U BOPKYIOT. [louemy Bce-Taku
ero HeT? U nouemy npuinen TaMOKeHHMK, U IIpaBaa Jin
TO, YTO OH CKa3al, M MOXHO M €My BepUTb, XOTS OHa
TBEPLO 3HaeT, 4TO B ['opozme BepuUTb HMKOMY HeJb3sl, HO
TaK YK YCTPOEHA JKEHILMHA, e/l XOUeTCs BEePUTbD.

Ho My3za Mys3o0i1, a y TaMOXXeHHMKA KpoMe Hee 3a060T
I10 TOPJIO.

v
OTOBBI?
— I'pMep crIpocui TOAbKO, OYAET JIX 3TO CBSI-
3aHO C 39KCIIepMMEHTaMM Ha [APYIUX JIOAsX,

YCITOKOWJICS, KOT[Ia MPUSITHAST JKeHIIMHA TT0Kavasia rojo-
BOJ 1 CKasaia: KOHeYHO, HeT. IIpocTo pasMiMHKa He MOIJjia
OBITh IMPOBeJleHa 0e3 MOIOJHUTEIbHOTO 00beKTa, MOO...
I'puMep MOMOPIIMIICS: TOBOJILHO.

— I'me sTO OYHET, TOXE 3/1€CH?

JKeHuiuHa yabi6HYIaCh, 06bSICHIIIA, YTO HET, U TIOBe-
na 'puMepa B KOMHATy, B KOTOpO¥, eMy TOMHUTCS, B
TepBbIi pas elne Ha Toit Komuccnun oH 6bu1. Ha creHe Te
K€ CBeTMJIbHMKM; OH ellle TOrga o6paTui BHMMaHMe —
yejioBevecKasl pyKa, BbIXOSIIAS U3 CTEHBI, Aepskajia da-
Kel. I Tak GbLIM TOHKM M TpEIeTHbI Malbllbl, UTO OH
MIPMHSUT TOT[A MX 3@ HACTOSAIINE, M €My CKasaju, 4To py-
Ka JeiiCTBUTEIbHO HACTOSIIAs], HO, TTIOCKOJIbKY OH TOTIa
He BepwI HY OJHOMY OTBETY, OH He IOBEepWI U 3Tomy. U
OH CIIPOCHJI KEHIUMHY, BCIIOMHMB CBOJ BOIIPOC: HACTOSI-
mas? HeTt, ckasaya sKeHIIMHA, 3TO yKe HeXMBasi TKaHb.
CTpaHHO, 4TO OTBeT ['puMmepy ObLI OGe3pasjvMyeH, BUIN-
MO, OH Yy)Ke XWJ, IIOHMMasd, 4YTO 3HaHMe U He3HaHNe
MpaBIIbl HUYETO He MEHSIET B KU3HU. «JOBOJIbHO, — 060-
pBaJI OH cebsl, — Temephb Iopa cocpemoTounThes. Iopa.
KakoBo comepskaHye 1mepBOro UCIbITAHMUS M Kak B HEM —
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OTISITh OBITh €CTECTBEHHBIM MM HA000POT?» B aTOM Cejli-
yac 6bIIO TJIaBHOE.

— IloxkanyiicTa, ciofa, — >KeHLMHA OTKpbLIA I0YTHU
HEBUIMMYIO CTEK/ISTHHYIO IBepb — HACTOJIbKO OHa 6blia
Mpo3pavHa.

Iepen HMM 6bIT Ky6, KOTOPBI TOJIBKO TEIEph CTajl
myg 'pumepa BuauMbiM. M OH mogyman: moyeMy OH He
3aMeTM/I paHblile, Beab ¢dakesl 4 cama pyka B MecTe CO-
enVMHeHUs ObUIM UyTh Kak Obl HaJlOMJIEHBI, U I'PaHb Kyba
TOHKOJ HUTBIO Tlepepe3asia ux.

— §1 0OBsICHSIIO BaM IJIaBHOe. B ciiyuae, ey BbI TO-
YyBCTBYeTe Cebsl II0XO, BbI AO/KHBI — BUIUTE, BOT TaM,
CIipaBa OT Kpecya, — OKa3bIBaeTCs, Aaxe Kpecao U IMyIbT
ObUTM B 9TOM Kybe, — Ha’kaThb Ha KpaCHbBI KIaBUII. —
I'pumep cent, mpuKpenw gatumMku. ITokasasna, Kak paboTa-
eT KJIaBUII ITpeKkpalieHus uctbitanus. — Ho gesno 3akito-
YaeTcs B TOM... — JKEHIIMHA I0-JeTCKM HasuIaTelbHO
MO HSIA Taell.

— Kakoii y Bac Homep? — nepebu ee ['pumep.

— COpOK TepBbIil, — YAbIGHYIACh OHA U OIIATH eIlle pas
y/IBIOHY/IACh, Y3Ke 6e3 CJIOB, BbIAEpsKuBas Iay3y: HeT Jin
y Tpumepa pApyrux BOIPOCOB, UM TIpoAo/Kaga CBOIO
MBbIC/Tb: — Jlesio 3aK/IoyaeTcss B TOM, YTO Bbl MaKCUMaJslb-
HO [O/DKHBI BbIZiepXkaTh MHTepBaj Mpexie, uyeM HaKaTb
Ha KJaBMII, M HaXXaTb €ro Halo TOAbKO TOTJA, KOTJa Bbl
MOYyBCTByeTe, UTO TepsieTe cO3HaHue. M OT Toro, Kak
TOYHa OymeT Ballla peaklys, CKOJbKO Bbl CMOKETE ITPO-
OBITh B Kpeciie, M OyIeT 3aBMCETb Pe3yIbTaT HAIIEro UC-
TIbITAHMSL.

— Tonbko 1 BCero?

— Tonbko ¥ Bcero. Bel OymeTe MMeThb [€JI0 TOJBKO
¢ co60i1.

JKeHmyHa BoIlIa. 3akpbuia gBepb. U cesa ¢ MpoOTUBO-
TIOJIOKHO CTOpPOHBI Ky6a 3a ITyabT. IloToM mcuesiaa u3
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rna3 I'pumepa. CTeHbl 6bUTM 60JIee Herpo3pauHbl. Ha of-
HOI M3 HUX BO3HMK MYALIMIACSI Ha HEro C HEBEPOSITHOM
CKOpPOCTBIO TIPEIMET, OH JIeTeJl Heo6paTUMO U TSIKeJO.
Bce 6mike u 6voKe, U y3Ke SICHO: TI0es, ¢ Topyaitum ¢o-
HapeM Ha 6y — ¥ II0J yKe Aposkan noa ['pumepom, U y
Hero BO3HMKJIO CMEIIHOEe >KejlaHue ceifuac mpeKpaTUThb
ucrbiTanue. OH Jaxke TIPOTSIHY PYKY M YIbIOHYJICS. Bce
MIPOHECJIOCh MMMO, TIOUTH KacasiCh €ro Tejia, Betep 60JbHO
XJIECTHYJI TI0 pyKaM, IO Iiiee, TPOHYJI Jiniio, ['pumep naske
He 1eBenbHY/ICI. OH XOpOIIO MOHMMAJ Ipukas Tamo-
SKeHHMKa, YTOOBbI BOJIOCOK HE CJIeTeJI C ero rojioBbl. Eciy u
3T0 J0Xb? Eciiu onu ¢ TlpeficemaTesieM paspirpajin CIeHY,
€CJIN... HO CTEHbBI CTaJIV CXOIUTHCSI, OHM ObUIM YEPHBIMMU, U
MOYTY HUYETr0 He M3MEeHMJIOCh, TOJIbKO BO3AYX CTal Aa-
BUTH Ha ['puMepoBO Tejl0, KaK MHOTAA ObIBAET BO BpeMsI
IOXIsI, BCe OJIVKE CKMMAaIMCh CTEHBI, ceifuac OHU COVi-
mytest. Her, couwimcs, BUaumo, orubast ero. OH ocTascs
B KaKOM-TO BO3[YIIIHOM ITy3bIpe, — ITYJIbT U KJIaBUII BbI-
K/IIOUeHUS CIUTIOIIMANCH U CTaIM TOHKUMM, KaK AbIM OT
MOTYyXIIIel crimuku. ['pyiMep 6bIT CITOKOEH, HO TTOTHSIT Ma-
JIel ¥ TYT >Ke OITyCTUJ ero. A MOKeT, 3TO BXOOUT B UCIIbI-
TaHMe — HeBO3MOXXHOCTb ITpeKpalleHusi ero. Y Hero Beb
OBIBAJIO TaK: HA CTOJIE YeJIOBEK Tepsl CO3HaHMe OT 60, U
I'puMep HUKOTIa He TTPeKpaIlaja CBoei paboThl, Ha TO €CTh
BOCCTAaHOBUTENIM — Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO YacoB UYeloBeK Oy-
IeT Ha HOrax U 3I0POB, IIPaBlia He B TaKOi CTeIeHu, KaK
paHblile, HO 3TO JleTalu. A OH He MMeeT MpaBa MOJHOCThIO
He MCIOJIb30BaTh BpeMs Ollepaluit ¥ TpaTUTh ero Ha Iie-
pebIIIKy MalyeHTy. Beerma Ha ouepeayt ObUIM THICSUM, U
OHM KO/ ero, M Kaxmas MuHyTa ['puMmepa Obuia yike
pacrpezeneHa MeXIy ropoxkaHamu. HeT, 3mech He Tak,
3lech paboTaloT C HUM ONHUM, OH OJMH TOJIBKO MOKET
BBITTOJIHAITh PabOTYy ITOC/IE STOTO UCHBITAHUS. A MOXET, U
He oguH. Torga onsiTh 06MaH. CIUTIOIIEHHBIN MMyJIbT YITasl
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Ha TI0J1, 3BSIKHYJ U JieT iamms. ['pumep pemni He cripa-
IIMBaTh, IOYEMY yOpaIy My/lbT, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO He
Tpareaus, XXaJib, YTO OH Ceifuac He BUAUT JUIIA SKeHIIVHBbI,
a MOKeT, MOXKHO MOMPOCUTh, HO ONATh NepenyMain. Cre-
HbI ITy3bIPSI 3arOPeVCh, OH SIBHO OLITYTWI 3arax AbIMa, U
My3bIpb CTal CKMUMAaThCs. OrOHb GBI YK PSIIOM, U ero
oxBaTus kap. Teso BcmoTeno. «Bymyiiue MNPUUYMHBIY —
Tak 3TO, KaxkeTcs, HasbiBaeTcsl. OH 3acmesiics. Cxkurae-
MBI Ha KOCTpe IOTEeeT IJIsl TOTO, UTOObI BOCCTAHOBMUTD
HOpMaJIbHYIO TeMIIepaTypy Teja, ¥ Ha HeCKOJbKO CeKYH,
eMy 9TO ymaetcsl. IlynbTa Mmop pykoi He ObUIO, IMasIbIbl
BUenWwInCh B kKpecao. Cxkai. ITanbupl paskamncb. OH cu-
IleJl CTIOKOMHO U pacciiabiieHHo. Eile 6/yoke SI3bIKM U3BU-
Ba/IMCh II0 IIO/Y, JIE3JIM BBEPX, TacjaM M 3aropajamcb HO-
Bble... 1 BAPYT MO3T MOUYyBCTBOBAJ CUTHAJIbI TpeBOru. Jle-
JIO He B OTHe, He B 3araxe rapy, He B 3TUX s3bIkax. [me-To,
B YeM-TO OH MOYYyBCTBOBAJI IVIABHYIO OITACHOCTb. OH 3ps
TaK JIETKO OTHECCST KO BCEMY, BeIb 3TO OblJIa MacKMpPOBKA.
910 BOOOIIEe He HaO ObUTIO 3aMeuaTh. Hago 6b110 moaro-
TOBUTBCS K IVIaBHOMY. B ropsio Bjie3 Kakoii-TO 3Bepb, OH
IeKoTaa ropso, ljapamnajia ero, Meliaa AbliaTh. ['puMepa
CTaJIO TOIIHWUTD, OH TJaAVI cebsl IO TOPITY, MMBITASICh BbI-
TOJIKHYTh 3TOTO 3Bepsl, BBITHATb €r0 HapyXy, CTPYys >KeJl-
TO-3eJIeHOlt MYTHOJ >XMAKOCTU TIPU CBeTe IJIJaMeHM BbI-
XJIeCTHy/1a Hapyxy. CTajo HEMHOrO Jierye U OMSITh AYII-
HO... [Tomoskau. Yoyiibe HAaCcTyMaeT MpU OTCYTCTBUM KUC-
Jlopojia B BO3Ayxe, IMPU MpeKpalieHu AOCTyIla BO3mayXa
B Jlerkue. B Mo3ry 3aBepTenuch, 3aKpPYXKUIUCH LIBETHbIE
Kpyru: B yeM pasragka? Eciu oH HaiiieT mpuuuHy, OH
CMOXKeT 60pPOThCS € 3TUM. VI uepT ¢ HUM, C OTHEM, — JIbI-
marb HeueM. 'opno cBo60mHO. HO UTO-TO XpUTIUT y3ke
BHYTpU. Y BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIO MTOIO3PEHNE U KPYTH pasbe-
SKaJIMCh Ha THICSIYY OCKOJIKOB M MOTAC/IN: M3-TIO[ KyOa BbI-
KauMBalOT BO3OyX. Ycmokoiics. Ilepectans pgpimats. Hu
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OIHOTO NIBMsKeHMsI. B my3bipe ecTsh ele Bo3ayX. OH BBep-
xy. HykHO BcTaTb. MoOXellb OCTOPOXKHO HOOXHYTb. OH
OLIYTWJI, KaK B TOPJIO TOIE CIabblii TOK BO3AyXa. BHyTpu
repecTasno XpureTb. Ara, Tel paB. Janblie. [laabiine MOX-
HO BJe3Thb Ha Kpecso. Ho OHM 3amMeTsiT, YTO ThI PaCKyCUI
ux. Huuero, BcTaTh, B KOHIe KOHIIOB, Thl MOT HEOCO3HaH-
HO, a BJIe3Th Ha KPecIo — 3TO YKe MOCTYIOK Mbiciu. Eme
TspKesieit apimath. Ho 9TO yke 6e3 mcrepuku. [J1aBHOe,
MI0YeEMY-TO MeJIbKHY/a MBIC/Ib O CJIeAYIOIeM MCIbITa-
HUM — TaM TOXe 6e3 McTepuKu. Y Hero BO3HUKIIA ITOUTH
YBEPEHHOCTb, UTO 3TO UCIIbITAHME HE TaK YK U TpyaHO. U
IeJIo NeiiCTBUTebHO B TOM (@ BpeMsI OH MPOTSIHET CKOJIb-
KO HaJ0), UTO B JII0OYI0O MMHYTY OH MOKET OCTAHOBUTD UC-
mbpITaHMe. M Korga IMOYYBCTBYET, UYTO HE MOXKET GOJIbIle
IObIIaTh... HO IMy/nbTa HET, KIaBUII CMST. 3HAUUT, MbIC/Tb
yKe He KOHTpoaupyeTcss uM. [piath crango 6oapHO. Her,
ellle MMHYTY OH BCe Xe IPOCTOUT 31echb. U I'pumep Havan
CUMTaTh BapuaHThI. [IBI>KeHMe BIIPaBO — CTeHa. BieBo —
creHa. Hazan — creHa. BBepx? OH NPOTSIHYJ PYKy — OXKer-
cs1. OToepHyJ M MOMNBITAJICSI OITYCTUTD PYKy. He omyckaeTcst.
3axxata. Bropyro — Ta ke ucrtopusi. Huuero, ¢ BbITSIHyTBIMU
pyKaMu TOke MOXKHO CTOSITb. B MOMeHT KaTacTpodbl MbIC-
JIUTh U TIOCTYTIATh TOJIBKO MTHOBEHHO. [IombITasncs cectb —
ces. JpiuaTh cTayio HeyeM. [TombiTancs BcTaTh. HeT. BoITs-
HYyTble PYKM U HEBO3MOXXHOCTb BCTaTb — OISTh 3aKPY>KM-
JIUCh KpacHbIe KPyTH, KPYTOM UYepHO M HU OJHOTO KJIOYKa
cBeTa. TO/IBKO cejfyac OH TOHSI, UTO OTHS YK€ HeT, U, BU-
IMMO, JaBHO. Hajmo 3alTOMHMTD: CTpPaxX BBIKJIOYAET CO3HA-
HMe, ¥ OHO UJET Ha KOHTaKT CO CTPaxOM, 3TO KaK SIKOPb
WY TaBaHb KOpabJio B OYplo, 3TO KakK... — TOIOXOU, U
MO3T He YYacTBYeT B pellleHUM APYTUX MpodieM, JTIOKaIb-
Hasl COCPeNOTOYEHHOCTh, KOTOPAsl MOXKET MPUBECTU K TU-
6eyi, KOHEYHO, cTpax... Ceituac KoHell. Ceituac HamO BCe-
Taku BcTaTh. Ilopa. [Ipekpatute ucneiTanue! Hecyie-
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CTBYIOIIMIA KIaBUII yToruieH. Hukakoi peakuun. Ta ke
TeMHOTa CTeHbl. Kak OyATO ero 3amasii B Kamepy, Kak
B BOJ0JIa3HbII KOCTIOM, OIYCTW/IM U HE TIOHAIOT BO3JyXa.
Cepzuie ocTaHOBMJIOCH. Jlerkue moBMCIM, Kak IMapyca Ha
BETPY, ¥ TOJILKO MO3T ellle paboTan KaKoe-TO MTHOBEHbE.
B 5TO MrHOBeHbe OH CJbIlIAN, KaK OH 3acuries, yaapui
B 3TOT CMII T'OJIOBO, U TIAaBHO IIPOBAJIWIICS Ha IHO, U I10-
UTU He TTOYYBCTBOBAJ, TOJBKO BPOAe KaK TeHb OLLYIIEHMS
IIPOMeEJIbKHYJIA, YTO Kakas-TO Cuia pa3pbIBaeT JIeTKue,
MO3T, Cepflie M BCe 3TO JIETUT B pasHble CTOPOHBI, a
HaBCTpeuy C TaKOi JXe CKOPOCTBIO CBET...
Xa-a-a-a-a-a-a — 3aCKpUIIeO TeJlo.

v

y3a OTKpbula [Bepb [yaBHOV mapel. OHa T1I0-

MPE>XXHEMY BBIIIE UX MO MOJOXKEHUIO, XOTS YKe, KO-

HEYHO, He C TaKMM pa3pbIiBOM, Kak Ipexnae. Y 3To
OHa OYeHb CKOPO MOUYBCTBOBasA. JKeHbI He OBLIO OMaA.
MyX y>kacHO obpamoBasicst mpuxomy Myssl. OH cpasy 3a-
JieTieTas, YTo paj ee BUIEThb, UTO Y’KACHO COCKYUYMJICS, UTO
OH BOOOIIe CKydYas, KOTJa OHa JOJTO He IOoKa3bIBajaach
B UX JIOMe, UTO BCe, YTO Y HEro ObLIO, 9TO OTHOIIEHME
K Helt, HO UYTO OH-/ie HMKOTJa He MOT OTBaKUTbCS KOC-
HYThCS €€, 9TO MIOTOMY, UTO Oblja Takasl JUCTAHIMUS, a Te-
Tepb OHA PyXHYJIa, ¥ MyCTh €e OT HEero OTAesIeT MOI0Ke-
HMeE, HO OH TeIlepb TOXe He Kakoi-To CoThiii, a MyxX, u
B 3TO BpeMSI OH CTaHOBUTCSI Ha KOJIEHU, BCKAKMUBAET, IIbl-
Tasicb OOHSATH ee, MaaveT. Mysa CTOsJIa BCs OIIaJIeBIIast,
KaK 4YeJl0OBEeK, KOTOpPBIN IIeJ MO PaBHMHE, a O0Ka3ascCs
B nponactu. OHa 4yacTo Bupeaa Myska CIIOKOVHBIM, IaBsi-
MM TITUI, PacCKa3bIBAIOIIMM €ii MU0, TPOTaTebHO
0 CTo msTOI U CBOE HEeSKHOCTU K TOM MO BEJIMKUM CeK-
petoMm oT JKeHbl, Toraa eme Cotoii, 1 My3a He Moria Tak
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OBICTPO OTOMTU OT IPEKHEr0 OTHOIIEHUS U 3adUKCUPO-
BaTh ce0s B 3TOi nmepemeHe. OHa HMKOIIA HEe MOIJIA CKa-
3aTh, YTO MYX ObUI €if IPOTMBEH WM, CKaKeM, HeIlpys-
TeH, HeT, OH KaK-TO MO-4yej0BeuUeCKu HPaBUJICS e, MO-
SKET, 9TO TOXKEe Oblyla MajieHbKasl JIOXKb, KOTOPYIO OHA I03-
Bojisiia cebe, yTOObI HE MCIBITHIBATH UYBCTBO CThIJA 3a
3TU nocenieHus. A Myk, o6oapeHHbI T MoTyaHuemM Mys3bl,
yKe 0OHMMaJI ee. V3Ke TTOBMC Ha Heil, ¥ HOTU ee TOHOTHY-
Juch. Y1 HaBepHOe, 3TO BBIBEJIO €€ U3 COCTOSIHUS Ollajie-
HMSI, — TaK MalllMHa, KOTOPO# Jaau ras3, cHayaja 6ykcyer
Ha OJHOM MeCTe, a IIOTOM MTHOBEHHO HabupaeT CKO-
pocTb. OHa OMyCTMUIACh cama Ha KOJIEHU U 3acMesiiach, a
IIOTOM 3aX0XOTaja, OHa XOXOTajla TaK, YTO TOT BCKOYMII.
B mucnyre cam ompaBui ee pybaxy. Mysa moBaimiaach Ha
TIOJI ¥ 3a7ausach ot xoxora. Myx onewmnn. Mysa xoxorasna.
OHa npencTaBuia ero JeXXalyM. ..

«Kaxkoi1 uayuor, Kakoit uauot. 1 yero g ¢ T060ii roBo-
puia, HEYXeJIM Thl HUYEro He IMOHSUI, O YeM s C TOOOI To-
Bopuia». B TakoMm BuIe 3acTana Mx BepHyBIuascs JKeHa.
[MpukaBirerocst K CTeHKe C IMKMMMU T71a3aMy U MSITHAMU
Ha juie Myxka ¥ BaJSIOIIYyIOCs, IepeKaThIBAIOUIYIOCS XO0-
xouylylo My3sy. JKeHa MOHs/Ia M TOCTy4ajla COTHYTBIM
MajIbIIEM TI0 CBOEMY JIOY.

— Kak rosopsrt y Hac B ['opoze, He 6epu B pPOT TOTO,
yeM MOAAaBUILbCS.

My3k 6poCuIICs K Heil.

Mysa TakK ke BHe3allHO OCTaHOBUJIaCh, BcTasia. Ha ria-
3ax ee ObLIM elle cie3bl OT CMexXa U oMmep3eHus. Jlaxe He
MOCMOTPEB HU Ha TOTO, HU Ha JPYyTroTO, MOIIa K IBEPU.

— TonbKo BBl HE AyMaiiTe, IOXKaTyiiCTa, YTO 3TO MEHS
KaK-TO 06MIesI0 MM UTO S 006 3TOM CKaxky ['pumepy, — u
He CTajia CJIyIIaTh, UTO €l CKaXKYT B OTBET.

MbI yacTo He HyKIaeMcs B TIOBOZEe, UTOOBI CIeIaTh TO,
YTO AABHO XOTeM, HO 6e3 TOBOAA HEJOBKO. A B OTBET
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c3aaM paspaincs XablcT noumeunssl. Komy? Cyns mo caBo-
€HHOMY 3BYKY, — K&)XJOMY, a 3aTeM KPMK KOIIKM, Ha KO-
TOPYIO HACTYIIM/IM KOBaHbIM CaIllOrOM.

Vi

puMep sexkal B Boge. OH OTKpBUI I71a3a U He cpasy Io-

HSUI, TOEe OH. DTO OGBLIO TTOXOXKe Ha aKBapMyM, B KOTO-

pOM OHM JepKaT pbi6. ['pumep mocMOTpesl Ha CBOU
pyku. B monHom nopsigke. Ianbiipi? Ilonpo6oBan — pabo-
TAIOT TpeKpacHo. HampoTwB, 3a Mpo3payHbiM 6GOpTOM,
IoxonuBiIiMM ['pumepy 1o r71a3, CUIeN Y/bIOAIOIIMIACS
TamOXeHHUK.

— IlepBbIit KMacc, — MOOHSI Majiell U cKasald OH, —
Boiiie HOpMBI, B ITosiTopa pasa. C TakMM 3amacoM Mbl TebGe
YIBOWIM BCe TTIOKa3aTesn.

— 4 6osnbliie He X0uy, — cKasan ['pumep.

— Koneuno, — TaMOXXeHHMK HMKOTAA U He AyMall
MHaue.

Ou, I'pumep, npaB. Heuero moBoauTh cebsi 1O 3TOrO
cocTostHUSL. Benb Bce 1O6pOBOILHO — 9TO I'pumMepy HysKHA
paboTa, KOTOPYI0 OH KIOaja BCIO KM3Hb, KOTOpasi HEBO3-
MOXKHa 6e3 MCIbITaHMsA. XBAaTUT TaK XBAaTUT. A TIOTOM,
KOI[la 3aX04YeT caM, eCcay HaAyMaeT, PEeIlUT WM MpuUmet
K BBIBOZY, TO MOKHO OYZeT ITPOAO/DKUTh UcTibITaHMe. Ta-
MOKeHHMK ToMor ['pumepy BbuIe3TH U3 BOHbl. Paspgen
I'pumepa. BoelTep ero Hacyxo MOJIOTEHLIEM, U BCe CaM,
OIIMH, TIPMHEC CBEXYI0 CYXyI0 ONEXAY, OISITh GepexxHO,
oueHb GepeskHO BCYHYN ['pumepa B IIMPOKME pyKaBa U
mpokuit Bopot. Ilocagun B Kpecino. Hanun Boppl, 3a-
YepIHyB MPSIMO M3 akBapuMyma. BeIMJI cam IOJOBUHY,
ocTasibHOe MpOoTaHyI I'puMepy. U ripaBaa Hago — B ropiie
BCE CCOXJIOCh, HY’KHA Oblja BOma, OH Iobjarogapun Ta-
MOXXE€HHMKA. YCMeXHYJICS cebe — eIMHCTBEHHas OTYeT-
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JIMBasl MbICJIb, KOTOpAs Ceifyac CyIllecTBOBalia B HEM, 3TO
TO, YTO OH ITPEBBICUJI KOHTPOJIbHBIE TTIOKA3aTeNN B IIOJITO-
pa pasa. Bce-Taku 4esioBeK OCTaeTCs YeJI0BeKOM. M mmst —
Benukuii I'pumep, u My3a, 1 repcrieKTUBa HOBOW pabOThI,
Y — YyTh He MOMO0X (ec/IM BOOOIIE OH eIlle KMB), ero pamy-
10T, HECMOTpPSI Ha BCIO UyIOBMIIHOCTb 3TOTO OIpejese-
HIsI, UMEHHO PafyIoT M 3TU €ro JIMYHbIE ITOKa3aTe/IN BbI-
1IIe HOPMBI B IIOJITOpA pasa.

Tak B MCTepMKe MHOI[A pajyeTcsl YejoBEK, IMOTepSB
KEHY M ChIHA B aBMAIMOHHOV KaTacTpode, TOMY, UTO
B ITOCJIEHIOI0 MMHYTY He OTIIPaBUJI C HUMM eIlle U CBOIO
KOIIIKY.

Tak pamyeTcsl uyejlOBEK, TIOTEPSIB BCE CBOM JIEHBIM,
HaxXo[s B KapMaHe CTaporo MuKaka MeJloub, Ha KOTOPYIO
MOYKHO KYITUTD €[Ibl.

Tak pamyeTcsl 4eoBeK, XOPOHSI CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO, UTO
rpob aJi, TOPKeCTBEH M HapsIeH.

Tak pagyeTcs 4eJIOBeK, ITOTePSIB PYKY, COXPaHUBIIM-
S 3aTIOHKAaM.

Tak pamyeTcs UeJIOBeK, 3aChITaHHBIN B Telepe, TOe
HEOTKY/IA KOATh [TOMOIIM ¥ O HEM HUKTO HE 3HAeT, TOMY,
YTO eIle XKMB, He Tymasl TTI0Ka O TOM, UTO YMUPATh OT TO-
JIo[la CTpallHee, ueM ObITh pa3gaBIeHHbIM.

A MOXeT, MpPOHeCeT, a MOXXET, OTKOMAIOT, & MOXET,
BCIIOMHSIT, @ ITOKa He OTKOITa/IM, TJITaBHOE — YTOObI 6/1M3-
Kye He 3Ha/M O TOM, KaK Tebe, MHaUe OHU OYIyT MyUUTh-
cs1, He 3Has, KaK M YeM IIOMOYb Tebe, ¥ 3TO OyIeT JIUIITHSIS
MYKa, ¥ HaJI0 OOBSICHSITD, UYTO TeOe ellle He TaK IIJIOX0, YTO
TOJIbKO Hauajio TBOEHt Ku3HM 6e3 ebl ¥ BOIbI ¥ Thl TOTOB
MIPOKUTH, CKOJIbKO BBIAEPKUT B TebGe K13Hb, Thl He 6O-
UIIbCSL TOJIOAA, HO BpeMsl BCE K€ CUJIbHee Tebst, 3TO ThI
TOXXe 3Haelllb, ¥ eAMHCTBEHHOE, UTO aHO TeGe BHYIIUTH
JII00SIIIIEN TebsI, UTO BCe XOPOILO, BCe XOPOIIO ¥ HUYEro He
CJTYYUIIOCh, SKU3Hb UIET KaK Hafo.
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TpuMep JIEXUT Ha TIOCTENU U, YIbI6asiCh, TOBOPUT My-
3e 0 TOM, KaK XOpOIlIo Ha paboTe — 1 HOBas J1abopaTopus,
" KaGMHET, M HOBbIe 00SI3aHHOCTU, U YIMBUTEIbHbIE JTHO-
Iu. V1 4TO OH cerofHs He MOT IIPUIITU paHblie, 1a, KOHEY-
HO, 3TO OH Iocaan TaMOkeHHMKa, CIY>XUT ['pumMepy TOT
Ha MOCbUIKaxX. A JplmaTh Tspkeno? IloTomy 4TO K He
cienmi. A pyku Takue cinabpie? Toxke OT yCTalIOCTU —
I'pumep oueHb GepexkeT cBO0 My3y. Biaropomuslii ueso-
Bek. I My3a Toske 6yaropofHas skeHIIuHa, 6epexker I'pu-
mepa. Hu cioBa 0 HeBecesoi yacTy nocelleHus: I'nmaBHoOI
mapsl, HO 4TO GblyIa — 3TO IMOXKaIyiicTa. Bce y HUX MuUIO.
OHM Takue Xe OPUSITHBIE JIOAY, HO YTO-TO B HUX U3Me-
HUJIOCh, 0c06eHHO B MysKe, 1 Bps[L I OHA ToiieT B 6u-
kajiiree BpeMsi K HUM. IToTom He GymeT BpeMeHu. Mysa
cobupaetcst paboTaTh, IOTOMY UTO XXOATh OU€Hb TPYIHO,
" XOOUTH B TOCTU eit Hafoeso, M OHa OYeHb OeCIIOKOUTCS,
yto I'pumep ycraet. J)Kypuar cjioBa, co6uparTCs B CTau,
BbIPaBHUBAIOTCS, KaK, B3JIeTEB, MTUUMIT KIMH B Hebe. U
I'pumepa oxBaTbiBaeT ApemoTa. OH ¥ BOPSIMb yCTall.

...I BOT y)ke OHU CTUPAIOT IpsI3HOe Oejibeé BIBOEM
B TOJIbIHBE Ha peKe. U TeueT rpsisHas Boza, a Geybe Kae-
HOe peXeT pyKM, a I'pumMepy HYKHBI PYKM, U OH >KajeeT
My3y U BbDKMMAET XO0JOJHYI0 TSKeCTh, TabIlbl KpaCHeIoT
Ha BeTpYy, BOAA TeueT OOpPAaTHO B IIOJIBIHBIO, & KPYroM
OCJIETIATE/IbHBIN CHEr U CUsieT COMHIe. A Kpyrom Mmpa-
MOpHbIe, YepPHOTO MpaMOpa HaArpOoOHbIe TUIUTBI, TO €CTh
IIOMa, a BHM3Y 10 BOAOCTOKY TeueT >KeJTas CTPYsl, BbITS-
HyTas M OJMHHAasi, UM MeJIKMe JIOXMOTbSI €e MHOrma Ha
MTHOBEeHbe 3aJep)KMBAlOTCS Ha cTeHKax KaHama — CTo
nsgTasi yXOOUT Ha OKpauHbl ropoja, CMeIIaBIIUCh C JO-
KAEM, a OTTyla U TOTO Jajbllie ¥, MOXKET, B 9Ty PeUKy, I1ie
mosoet 6esnbe Mysa. HakoHerr 3achimaior o6a. CioBa...
Cnoga... UYTo B HUX, a nomorio. 1M Beapb, 4epT BO3bMMY,
OyIbTe MPOKIISIThI, BCe 60U 1 6eIbl MMpPa, BECh YKaC 3TO-
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r0 YepHOTO KaMH$l, 3TOTO JOXIs, 9TOTO IOJOCKaHbs Oe-
Jbsi. Xosogd. ['ma3z Cto msitoit. My C BBIMYYEHHBIMM OT
MTOXOTM OypKasiamu, ux 6epeskeHne ¥ 0OMaHbl BO MM IT0-
motu. [To-mor-y0. U cosiT u BUAST CHBI, U, MOXeT, Jaske
He TaKye CTpalllHble, KaK 9Ta KM3Hb, ¥, MOKET OBITb, TasKe
JIydiiie ee, TOTOMY UTO et Hal0, YTOOBI ero rojoBa jeskaia
y Hee Ha IIeve, a eMy — UTOOBI ee TOJIOBA JIEXaa y Hero
Ha 1wteve. Tak XoueTcs], YTOObI OHM JOCITaIN 10 YTPa, U He
HY’KHO HMKaKMUX UCITBITAHMIA BOOOIIE, HUYETO OOJIbIE He
Hazno. Ho Bei6op yske mo3anu. Y I'pumepa HeT BbIXOZA.

JleTuT moesx, BBIVTU — U pa3MasKeT IO CTEHKE TOHHEJISL.

3ampaB TrOJOBY, KakK HOX Macjo, pexXxeT caMoJeT
He60, — BB, BOT OHA, ABepb. TOJMBKO IIeUM IEpPEaep-
HeT OT TaKOJ MbICJIN.

Boibop mo3amu, u gaxke HOYb JIMIIb IO MWIOCTM Ha
Yyac-Ipyroi TBOSI, HO B JIIOOYIO MUHYTY...

3a 'pumMepom MpuUILIK, €4Ba HOYb 33 BTOPYIO ITOJIOBU-
Hy TepeBainiia, — Takas yx paborta. Mysa coryiacHa, uTo
Takas Yk paboTta, TOJIbKO BOT 6OJIbIlle 3aCHYTh HE MOXKET,
U yKe HauMHaeT XAaTb ['pumepa, 1 ¢ pagoCTbhi0 BCIIOMU-
HaeT, YTO U eil CerofHs yTpoM K CBOUM «beccMepTHBIM».

Korpa Myse ecTb UTO fenaTh, KAATh BCe-Taky Jierde.

A y T'pumepa u ciema BuUepalllHUX MbIcieli HeT. Bce
BBIIEPXKUT, TIOTOMY UTO €CAM TOJIBKO M XKUTb AJISI TOTO,
YTOOBI yIepKaThCsl B Bemukux, To 3aueM, eciau Thl ke —
OH, a 6e3 I1e/IM SKUBYT TOJIbKO MEPTBBIE.

Vil

pUroToBMINCh. TaMOKeHHUK psiaoM. I'pumMep Boiiiel,
a OH yxe 37echb. Korma u cras, HelmoHSTHO. ['pumMep
B Boge. [loskamyii, maxke MPUSITHO: BOJa Teruiast —
OKOJIO ABafuaTu miatu rpapycoB. ns 'pumepa orpene-
JIUTh TeMIIepaTypy BOAbl M BO3[yxa HecJaoxkHO. He 3ps
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BCe-TaKy OH CXOAWI AOMOJ. I Mblcay Opyrue, u ouiylie-
HUS ApYyTYe, YTPEHHME, XOTSI ellle IMPOI0/IKAeT ObITh HOYb.
U BuepaliHee yXe Irae-TO Ha OKpayHe MO3ra, Kak B Ty-
MaHe, CKBO3b 3apl0 CUJIY3TOM, IOJYTEHbIO CKOJIb3UT, U
YKac Jake KaKeTCsl KpaCMBBIM. U OISITh OLyllleHMe: BCe-
TaKM He 3psI XOTeJT 6OJIbllle, YeM BCe, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, Iie-
JIBIIA 9TAIl MO03a, BPSAL, U Jabliie OyIeT TsoKeiee, Belb
OH He MalllyHa U ero 6epeub Hago. Beab A paboThI TO-
TOBSIT — He B Kajieku. I Boga npusaTHa. BoT 3T0 — «mpu-
SITHa» U MbICIIb — «UCIBbITAHME» OISTh AAIOT Y)XXKe HeKUit
3HAKOMBI MMITYJ/IbC.

[Inemetcsa I'pumep B Bone, ¢bIpKaeTr, miaBaeT, ToJoO-
BOJi TpsICeT, a caM yke HacTOpOXKe, Tak KOT — BPOJe Jjie-
SKUT, TJIa3a 3aKpbUI, APEMIIET, a MTULIA K HEMY Ha IIpbI-
JKOK — MOJOMTU TOIBKO. Y Korga JaTuMKy KpersT K Tedy,
ycrieBaeT Ha MTHOBEHbE MEPEXUTb PaHbLIE 3TO MPUKOC-
HOBEHME, ¥ UHAMKATOP PeaKkuy OCTAEeTCs Ha HyJle.

A TamoykeHHUMK MTPOJOJIKAET rOBOPUTH O I'pumepe, uTo-
Ile uyneH GakT — roKasaTe/u epPeKkpbITh, U OH, ITPaBO, He
3HaeT, KaK Jaxe K 3TOMy OTHeCcTUChb. [TormyTHO TamoxkeH-
HUK OOBSICHSIET, UTO OH 37eCh BCe BpeMs, U UTO i1 Hero
3TO TOXKE UCIIbITAHUE, U ellle HeM3BECTHO, KOMY ceifuac Ts-
Keree, M YeM 3TO MOXKET KOHUMTBCS Ajisi TaMOsKeHHMKA,
MOTOMY YTO OH U I'puMep Kak COOOIIAIOIIMECS COCYIbI —
onHa cyab0a, 1, yracu bor, I'pyumep He BBIIEPKUT, TIpeaes
He yrafiaeliib... A YTOObI YyTaJaTh, HapajyIeIbHO C HUM IIPO-
XOOAT MCIIbITAHUA OeCATb KOHTPOJIbHBIX TIDYIIIL, M IIPpU-
IIJIOCh 3aMEHUTD Y3Ke IBa pasa BCexX KOHTPOJIbHBIX, U Y He-
ro, MOJI, BCeé paBHO He XBaTaeT JAHHbBIX, U, UTOOBI COXpa-
HUTb ['puMepa, OHK-ZIe omnepexxarT ['pumepa Ha OFHO UC-
MbITaHME, HO UTO YacTO KOHTPOJIbHbIE He ITOMOTalT 00b-
SICHUTb HU TIOBeZleHUs1 ['pumepa, HU ero BO3MOXKHOCTe. A
Ta MaJleHbKasl JIOKb, KOTOPYIO O3B0 cebe TaMOsKeHHUK
C KpacHOM KIaBMIIe, MpuayMaHa He UM, 5TO MMIIPOBU3a-
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LM UCIBITATENST, M UTO OH-IEe CKOPO YOemMTCs, UTO 3TO
Tak, TOTOMY YTO MCIIbITaTelb — MaTepuan Ajisd IpoBeje-
HMSI 3KCIIepuMeHTa, 1 uTo [Ipeficenarens ceifuyac caM Io-
CTYTIUT C T€M TaK ke, Kak TOT mocTymnuia co Cto mnisgroit. U
I'pumep, TOHMMas BCe, HAUMHAET YYBCTBOBATh HEM3BECTHO
MOYeMy pacIojioKeHue U JoBepue K TaMOKeHHUKY, MO0
HM OIHOTO CJIOBA HET, KOTOpble Obl BbI3BaM y I'prmepa
COMHeHMe UM OTBpailieHue. Mbl Befb ITPOCTO YCTPOEHDI:
JIyJille HaskMBKM, 4eM OJIaTOPOACTBO, yYaCTHE, BEIUKOIY-
1IMe, IJI HaC U He CYIIecTBYeT, ey Ha KPIOYOK Jie3eM I10-
CJle TIepBoro Ao6poro cioBa. U omnsaTh ['puMep HacTpauBa-
eTcs Ha cioBa TamoskeHHUKa. M1 B 3TO BpeMsl OHMMaeT,
YTO CTeHa akBapuyMma TeMHa. U rojioBa ero yTorieHa cBep-
XY KPBIIIKO/ TaKO¥ K€ TeMHOM, ¥ OH MOHMMAeT, UTO OH
HaxoJIUTCS B BOAeE.

U nepBoe, uTO HA/IO CHIE/IaTh, — 3TO MepeCcTaTh AbIIIATh.
IMoxka ermie paboraeT rojoBa. Hamo gymarsb 0 TOM, UTO ce6st
skgeT Mysa. M uTo Thl OMKEH CerofHsS BeuepoM B CBOe
BpeMsI IIPUIATY U CKa3aTh e YTO-TMO0 Becesioe, HalpuMep:
a y MeHs, MOJI, ObUI CEeTONHS YIauHblii TeHb. V1 OH maske
HauMHAEeT MPEeJCTaBISITh cebe, Kak Mysa MPIYKMETCSI K ero
Tanty, Kak OHa 3arviayer, IIOTOMY YTO BCe ke UTO-TO I0-
HMMAaeT, U TIOHSITHO, YTO OHA He XOUeT ero 6eCrioKOUTh, a
MOKET, Y Hee caMoJ He Bce B TIOpsIIKe Ha paboTe, XOTS Mpu
YyeM TYT «B TIOpSIKe», KOTAA OHA MOXET YITU B J10060e
BpeMsi, OHa He3aBUCMMA OT HUX, XOTS YIUTHU Jjis1 My3bl He-
00s13aTeTPHO MOTYYNTh YXO/I.

IOpimate 6osbiie HedeM. OIMH TOJMBKO MajeHbKMIL
IJIOTOK BOAbI. JIa-ma, BO3MOXKHO, ellle peakuyst 6ecco3Ha-
TeJIbHAsI, peakiysl moBepus Oojee pasyma — UMHTYULIUU;
IPOCTO HAJIO IePEBECTY TEJIO B 6ECCO3HATENIBHOE COCTOS-
HMe, TIOUTK yMepeTb. [lepecTaTh AbIIIaTh, BbIIEPsKaTh 3TO
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HeIpoCTO, HO OH BbIZIepKUT. Beb OH 1 He UeoBeK BOBCe,
MPOCTO MepTBasl TKaHb, KOTOpas IOJOXKeHa B BOLY, OH
XaJaT, OpOIIeHHbIl B BOAY, OH IITUIIA, KOTOPYIO YK€ pas-
IaBWI CBOMMM CWJIbHBIMU NanbllaMmu TamokeHHUK. U1 BOT
Y)Ke IOKa3ajnacb pO30Basli IeHa, M BOT YXXe Ha [a3ax
wieHka. Het, Hayo xpath My3y. Mysa, Te6s Ha/io KOaTh,
ThI JKe Tellepb KMBeIIb B CTpaxe, Thl ke BUesa, Kak Buepa
ckanbnenpb Bomien... O boxke moii, boxke, Kak HagyBaeTCs
TeJI0 U ero TSHeT BBepX, Aa HeT, 3TO XKe Jie[l, MOJbIHbS
C TOHKOJt KOPKOJ1, ITIPOCTO HY>KHO CW/IbHEH yIapuUTh TOJO-
BOI4, TaK M eCTb — Jiel, TeMHbIli, BeCeHHU, PBIXJIbIiA, Ta-
JIbIIA, HY K€, CO BCero pasmaxa — roJyioBoii. Eile, elle, Kak
pa3bMBaIOT TOJIOBOM CTEHKY. IIpoyloMyeH, XXUB, TJIOTOK
BO3myxa, BOT U Bce. CIIOM, ele C/Ioii, yske rosyboii, yxke
BUIHO HebO, y>Ke BUJIHO BOH JIEpeBO, KaK B JIETCTBE, elle
TOHKMUIA CJIO¥, ¥ KaXKeTCsI, Ha CAaMOM JieJie YoKe MOXKHO JbI-
marth. [ooBa GOUT, MO JIUITY UTO-TO T€YET — 3TO MO3T,
HO HYKEH ellle OIMH yaap — TaM JXe Heb6o, Hy e, ypon/!
Tak. 3gech He BbILLIO. Terneps 34echb. Ara, UepHOe TeJio,
3[Iech HeNb3sl, TO 6apska, Belb Tak yke 6bL10. TeOs sKaeT
Cro ngaras. Crom. Ceituyac odyeHb TsiKesio. Eit Tsikenee, HO
ThI BeIb BUPTYO3HO MOJXKEIb 3allIUTh IJ1a3, YTOObI OH BU-
IleJT TBOM TTaJIBIIBI ¥ TBOE TeJIo, 6apka yske Mmpoiuia. Yaap.
Kro-To mpocTo mouryTwi. JTO He IHUINE — TermJas
MsTKasl Kallla TepeBepHyTOro Aoma. Ho Torpma mouemy
omrymieHue ynapa? Uto6bl mpuBecTy ce6s B cebs1, BeIb Thl
elte xxuB? Kak Xopollo, 4To Thl HOYb MPOBEJ CETOAHS CO
CTo nsITOi, OHA TaK JIoOUT Tebst. Ho 3auem psiioM JIESKUT
SKeHIIMHA C 33[IpaHHbBIM TTOL0JIOM U cMeeTcs ? ITOo ke My-
3a. [Touemy Mysa jieskxut 1 cmeeTcst? KoneuHo, rae Tebe 1o
Hee — OHa Xe Iapa Benukoro I'pumepa, a Ha uTo Tebe Be-
JmuKue 6a6ni?.. OHM Ke Bce cTapble, IIOTOMY YTO, ITOKa
TapTHep Jie3eT BBepX, OHM BCe CTapeloT BMeCTe C HUM U
Y HUX OTBUC/IbIE TPYOU, BUCSILME CKIaLKaMU >KUBOTBHI;
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Cro maTasi, MajieHbKasl, IJIafleHbKasl MOsl, I He IIPOMEHSIIO
TeOsT HM Ha KOTO, Thl CJIBIIIMIIL, MHE HUKTO OOJIbIle He
HY)KEH.

Teno mMenjieHHO CIyCKaeTCsl Ha 11OJI aKkBapuUyMma, 1epe-
BOPAuUMBAETCS M OCTAETCS JIEKATh C SKECTKO CTUCHYTHIM
PTOM, 3aKpBITHIMM TIjla3aMM, HEMOIBIKHOE U JIEHMBOE,
C PacCKMHYTHIMM HOTaMM M pa3daB/eHHbIMM, pa30pOCaH-
HBIMU B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI PYKaMM.

«[oTOB MM He roToB? ITomoKIaTh MM MOXHO Iepe-
KIaTh?» — TaMOKeHHMK IIPUJINUII K CTEKITY TaK, YTO JIUIIO,
KaskeTcsl, BOIIUIO B CTEKJIO M, eciv 6bI Ipumep yBuUmen sty
MCKOpPEeKeHHYIO, CJIOBHO TyCceHMllel TaHka, 06pa3uHy, OH
HaBepHsIKa IIPOHMKCS 6bI K TAMOXKEHHUKY COCTPaaHMeM,
KOTOPOTO TOT JOOMBAETCS OT BCEX, MaXKe OT TeX, KOTO caMm
obpabaTsiBaeT mepe YxomoMm. OH MCKpeHHE XO4YeT, UTO-
ObI JIIOIY TTOHMMAaJIM ero 60Jb U TO, KaK TPYAHO eMy 6bITh
opyauem boxbum. Ho, K coxxajieHM10, B JAHHOM Cjlyyae,
KaK 3TO HU HecIpaBeljiMBO, He MOXeT I'pumep ocyiie-
CTBUTD €ro TOCTOSIHHOe >XKenaHue, u6o Hety ['pumepa, a
eCTh XajaT, MOKAuMBAIOIIMIICS Ha JHe, IeBessIii, KaKk
pbi0a IUIAaBHMKAMM, IMHHBIMM TOJyOBIMM pyKaBaMu
B 6€eJTyI0 TTOJIOCKY ¥ HMKaKOTO B JAHHYI0O MUHYTY OTHOIIIe-
HUS He MeIoIuii K Ipumepy.

Vil

HOYb Mpoao/kaeTcs. Mysa He cnut. Berana, MbIcan

CTpaHHbIe, KaKMUX paHblle He ObL10. Korma MOKHO

OBLJIO KIATh IepeMeH, KaskeTcsl, ¥ KUTb Becejiee ObI-
Jio. Beuepom ¢ I'puMepoM MMHYBIINMI A€Hb HA IIaXmaT-
HYIO JOCKY PacCTaBJIsIN, TTIepeCUUThIBAIN, TIepEeUTpbIBAIN
€ero, He Ha CKOPYIO PYKY, a KaXIbIi X0 OTAebHO. 11 MOXK-
HO ObLIO YOemuTbCS B pasHUIlE: AYMaTh BIBOEM U Me-
JIEHHO WY OJHOMY ¥ MTHOBEHHO.
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Ho unorza (a y I'pumepa, 1oskainyit, He Tak VK U peiKO)
MTIHOBEHHbBIE pellleHNMsI ObUIM TOYHBI ¥ €OVHCTBEHHbI. U
My3e He Hao 6bIJIO OOBSICHSITH, UYTO TaK ObIBAET, IIOTOMY
YTO M OHa ObLIa MOXO0Ka B 9TOM Ha I'pumepa. Ho mortom,
1ocjie — B 9TOM TOXe ObLIO CBOE YHOBOJIBCTBYME M CBOE
HEeTOPOIUIMBOE BIOXHOBEHME — BO3HMKAJIO MHOE pellle-
HIMe, ¥ MHOTa TPU Xoma ObLIM paBHbI MEXKIY OO0, Kak
OyATO €IMHCTBEHHOCTb TPOMJIACh M ObUIAa Tak 3Ke yoemu-
TeJibHA ¥ BO3MOKHA.

HaBepHoe, 3TO ObLT MpasgHUK — KaXKIObIii JEHb Kak
Hazexpga. U eie HeMHOro BBepX. M CKOJIbKO pas repeur-
paHHbBI oMa JleHb, KOTOPbIi TTOBTOPSIETCS Uepe3 Hepe-
mo, rnomoran u I'pumepy, u Myse mocTymaTb mo6pee,
neipee U BeJIMKOAYIITHee U B TO ke BpeMsi yMHee. B ca-
MOM KOHKPETHOM TIOCTYIIKE GbIJIO TOKE MECTO BIOXHOBE-
HMIO, M OH CTAHOBMJICSI TOT/IA Y>Ke TOJIbKO eJMHCTBEHHbIM,
MMOTOMY YTO Ha KaKyIO-TO AeTa/lb ObL1 HEOObIKHOBEHHEE
CaMoOro YMHOTO 3apaHee IMpUAYMaHHOTO pelieHusl.

Ho Teneps I'pymep 3aMKHYJICS, HABEepHOE IIOTOMY, UTO
I'puMepa Gosbie He GbLIO, a CylecTBOBa Beakuii I'pu-
Mep, Aajblile KOTOPOTO U BbIllle [Jisi Hee, HeIMOCBSIIeH-
HOJ1, 6bUT TOJIbKO JleHb YX01a. A 9TO He JIyuliast U3 mep-
CTIeKTUB, TIOJlaJibllle OT Hee, MoAasblie... Terepb He HAIO
peliaTh KaX[blii JeHb HAHOBO M MHaue, BCe yXe CIy4u-
JIOCh, UTO MOIJIO CIY4YUThCS. Terepb OCTaaUCh TOJIBKO
OyIHM, B KOTOPBIX XOJIOMAHO U ITYCTO, ¥ TOJIBKO OJHO Gec-
TOKOMCTBO — He YTPAaTUTh TO, UTO YKe eCTh.

Bce-Taku Mysa 6a6a, riryma, ctaao 6bITbh. Eif U B FOJIOBY
He TIpUJIET, YTO BCe TOJILKO HauMHaeTCs. A OHa >KajeeT
O MMHYBIIIEM ITpa3gHMKE, KayaeT T'oJIOBOI, AyMast 0 Oya-
HSIX, U BCKPMKMBAeT U CTOHET BpeMsl OT BpeMeHHU, a Io-
yeMy — y0Oeit 60r, ¥ TOHATh He MOKeT. BOT momoria
K BOAE, U ee 4yTh He CTOMHWIO. UTo npoucxoout? OHa
BCErJa Tak JII0OW/Ia OKATUTh CBOE TeJIO TOPSTYMM JOKIEM.
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DTO KaK Ha y/uile, TONbKO Ha Tebe HUYEro HeT, U JOKIb
TaKO >Ke CWIbHBIN, M MHET TeJO, a OT KOXM Map MIET,
CJIOBHO OHA OTTauBaloIlas 3eMJisl BECHOI, 1 BCe TeJIO CTa-
HOBUTCSI JIETKMM U TIJIaBHBIM, M MOXXHO TTIOOHUMATh PYKH,
JIUIIO 3aIPOKVHYTH M, 3aKPbIB IJ1a3a, IIagUTh KOXKei ma-
Jaroniye CTpyn... A CerofHs MoAOIILIa, M YYyTh He CTOIIHU-
Jio.

Hy, HeT Tak HeT. My3a omsTh cejla Ha KPOBaTb, HAKM-
HyJIa XaJlaT, PyKu pas3Jieruch Ha KOJeHSX, yCTajable, Bs-
sple. TlombITasach BCTaTh. [IOUYBCTBOBAJsa, YTO TepsieT
cosHanue. Berana. Bece kak 6yaro mponuio. Het, Ha pa6o-
Ty. Ilopa. OT 6e3pesbs 1 OKUAAHBS MepecTaHelb U My-
3011 6bITh. [Topa.

XoTst 6bI CIIOJIOCHYTD BOAO¥ Jniio. K ropsy onsrs mop-
CTyIIMIa TOWHOTA. JIagHo, uepT ¢ Heil, ¢ Bopoi. Openach.
Bolliuta paHbllle BpeMeHM, YTOObI MCITYT, HapacTaBIIMIA
B Heit, ocTascs 37IeCh, B JOMe.

HaBepHoe, Kkorjla Tmepeefaelllb — KOMHAT, ITOKOSI,
OXXMIAHUSI, — HYKHO OTKpPBITb JIBEPb U BBIATU BOH. U
OTISITh Ha paboTe TyMaTh O JOMe, M CTPEMUTBCS Ty, U He
MOYb YiiTU. U OMSITh BepHETCS KejlaHue MOKOs, U OISITh
MOSKHO JII0OUTH ero. U Bce MpoiAeT, pennia oHa, caMo 110
cebe.

My3sa BbIIIUTA Ha YJIUILY, ¥ JOKAb ITPMBBIYHO OOHSIT €€,
HAIPST TeJIO U ITOrHaI, Tpurubdas Mysy K 3emiie.

IX

o’ke, Kak 6eCKOHEYHO IMPOCTPAHCTBO TBOE MEKIY «IIe-
penepXxaTb» U «HeAOAEepKaTb». DTO KaK MSCO: Majo
OTHSI — U ChIPO OHO, MHOTO — ¥ YXECTKO MSICO, a TO U
YTOJIb BMECTO KpacHOBaTOV MSIKOTH... nn Kode — 3aKu-
Tej1, MeHa MOOHSIAaCh BbIllle TaliHOM e IMHCTBEHHOM TOY-
K1 — He TO, He JOlljIa IMeHa A0 3TOM TOUKU — U TOXKe APY-
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roit Bkyc. Ho kak HM 6eCKOHeYHO (MM Majo) 3TO Ipo-
CTPaHCTBO, & B HETO MOXHO BTUCHYTbCS, KaK B Kpecio,
BBITSIHYTb HOTU U TIepPefOXHYTh.

TaMoXXeHHMK Tak U chenaj. [J1a3a BHYTpb IMOBEPHYTHI,
BeKU CBelleHbl, PyKM Ha >KMBOTE, HOTU — JJIMHHee — BIle-
pen, HOCKM Bpo3b. U BpeMsl OT BpeMeH!, Kak CTPeKU Be-
COB, OHM COBEpINAIOT LMPKY/IbHbIE OBIDKEHMS, KaK GYATO
K1ageT TaMOKeHHMK BHYTPU Ce6sT UTO-TO HA Yalllii BECOB, a
HOTY TIOKa3bIBAIOT: BEC ITpe/ie/ieH WM HUUTOXKEH. ['pyObIii
MeXaHM3M — 4YeJIOBeUeCcKre Bechbl, 6e3 JeeHuit U TOYHO-
ctu. Hy 1a uto Tam, BO BpeMsI TIePeIbIIIKY U TaK MOKHO. A
XaJlaT TOJMyOOi B ITOJIOCKY M 4Yepe3 IT0Ty3aKpbIThle BEKU
HabmomaeM 30pKo. B 0611eM-To 06bIyHAsT KU3Hb, OYIHU.
Kakoii mpuroToBieHHbI K YXOAy He MpOIIeN U MOXecTye
VCTIBITaHMI, YTOOBI TAE-TO KOHUMTHCS, 000PBAThCS HA O-
HOM 13 HuX. He Bce u ['pumepoBbI omepalinyt BbIepsKMBa-
10T. Ho, ¢ apyroit ctopoHsl, u I'pumepa, Hamo ckasaThb, Iia-
IISIT, He TIPOCTO UcnbiTaHMe. OHO U MOATOTOBKA.

CeromHs, ecii ObITh TOUHBIM, «ITPA3IHUK-UCITHITAHUEY.
Beib OHO CO CMBICJIOM «3a4YeM», a He IPOCTO COTHYTD YesIo-
BeKa Tak, uTobbl OH cyomascs. Korma HeBaKHO, Bbiaep-
SKUT — He BbIIEPXKUT, TTOTOMY UTO €CTh TOUKa B KaskIOM ue-
JIOBeKe, TI0C/ie KOTOPO# OH JIOITHET, KaK pe3MHOBbII MY TIO7],
MapoOBbIM MOJIOTKOM, KaK MTUIIA B JafoHM Myska, MemHast
Tpyba B TUCKAX, pe3rHa MeXIy OBYX IIPOBOIOB, — XXMM, J1a-
BU, PaCTSATUBA, ¥ CaMblii TMOKMUIA. ..

Ara, KaxkeTcs1, xajaT 3alieBenaniacs. I[IpUogHsII roJjio-
By. Her, orsith 3aTtux. Euie pano.

3a rompl paboThl TaMOKEHHUK CTOTBKO HACMOTPEJICS
Ha 3TUX IIPUTOBOPEHHBbIX, YTO 3apaHee MOI' ITOYTU TOYHO
IO UCIIBITAaHUSI ¥ Jaxke A0 JII0O60T0 MOMEHTA MCIbITAHMUS
CKa3aTh, IJle 4YeJIOBeK KOHUMTCS.

TaMoskeHHUK BCTaj, IMOAoIleN K cTekiay. EMy paske
Kanko Jiexkaiero. CI0BO-TO KaKOe YHU3UTENIbHOE: SKajKOo.
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A MOXeT, U He YHU3UTEJIbHOe, eC/IU IIPEeAIION0XUTD, UTO
TaM Ha JHe OH CaM JIEXXUT U TUXO CMHUMMU B TIOJIOCKY PY-
KaBaMM MOKauMBaeT?

A Tpumep nexxut cebe, He CYIIECTBYS, U He 3HAET, YTO
C CeromHsIIHero AHs Cpoku VcnpITaHusl BOBOE COKpalle-
Hbl. B Topone HecrnokoiHO. ToponuThes mopa. dTO Mpu-
Kas.

X

pViMep He YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK MOIHSJIN €ro, KaK IMOIOKM -

JIX Ha CTOJ, KaK HaieM MacKy, Kak BbIKauaau U3 Hero

BOJly, IPUSATHYIO, TEILTYI0, IPMMEPHO ABaALATH TSITU
rpajycoB, TEIVIOTY KOTOPOJ OH MOT OMpeaeNuTh Maiblia-
MM, HaJIOKW/IM Ha TPyIb MpubOp, KOTOPBIN 3aCTaBUI IBU-
raTbCsl cepiile, IPUKpbUM ['puMepa MPOCThIHEN, YTOOBI,
KOTZa OH MPUAET B ceOsl, He UCITyTaICS Y He TIPUHSIT JIOXKe
CTOJIa 32 JHO aKkBapuyma.

U yepe3 Kakux-TO YeTbIpe 4aca, Kak pa3 KO BpeMeHHU,
Korga Mysa monuia Ha pa6oty, ['pyMep Hadaa MPUXOINTb
B ce0sl.

«)Kabpsl 605151T», — MoskanoBasics ['pumep O Havasna.

A 3aTeM ellle MeHee TOHSTHO: KOTAa HaJi HUM HaKJIO-
HWINCh 3HaKOMbIe I71a3a TaMOXXeHHMKa, OH LIeBeIbHYJI
IJIaBHMKaMU U XOTes BcTaTh. Ho emy He manu. Het 3mech
TamoskeHHMKA. DTO OblIa KEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO OH HM pasy
He BCTpeyvall.

— ¢ Bamr Bpau, — ckasayia oHa. — A Boobie st Corpe/i-
cepaTenb Komuccun.

«Cormpencenatenb, — HEOXKUIAHHO OCMBICIEHHO TIO-
Hs1 ['puMep. — 3HAUUT, MeHS BeOyT CBOU. 3HAUUT, ITOKa
HUYEro He M3MEeHMIIOCh».

U onsaTh IMOXKaJOBAJICS Ha Xabpbl, TOTPe6oOBa Iepe-
CTaBUTh B €ro KabuHeTe mkKad C MHCTPYMEHTaMM CIIpaBa
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HajieBo. IIoTOMy UTO OrOHb [OJ/DKEH OBITh crpaBa. A
mKkad, XOTS OH M ITPO3PAYHbIi, MeIIaeT OTHIO KaK CeIyeT
MoKapMBaTh JUIO TalMeHTa. A 3TOT HauueHT (omepa-
1IMis B pasrape) He KTO-Hu6yab, a TaMOKeHHMUK.

IMompocun iutek. Coenan II0TOK, TYT ke BbIpBayio. Op-
raHuM3M He MpMHUMAaJ BoAy. Henb3s cobake IBaskAbl Ia-
BaTh KyCOK OTPaBJIEHHOTO MsICa.

I'pumep He MOMHWI, YTO C HUM CIYYMIIOCh CETOIHS
Houblo. [Toc/iefHee B maMsT TO, KaK BbIXOAMJ OH U3 CBO-
ero rpexkHero kab6uHeta. Torga rnmouemy ke TamMoXeHHUK?

U mamsaTh Havasa BO3BPALLATBCS K SIBHOV HeJenuie —
COIOCTABJIEHNI0 OO/DKHOCTUM ['pumepa u omepauum Tamo-
>keHHMKa. Becesnoe o TamoskeHHMKaA BIIVIBUIO U3 TyMaHa.

— Tol XeHlMHA, — ckasan I'pumep Compeacenare-
JII0, — s Tebs ke 3HAIO.

— KoHeuHo, — cka3zan TamMoO)XeHHMK, — HeIlpeMeHHO
>KeHIMHA, HermpeMeHHO. OT/InYHast MbIC/Ib, — CKa3an Ta-
MOKEHHMK, — >KeHIIMHA. Baba, mompocTty rosopst. — U
TaMoOskeHHUK TIOAMUTHYJ €My, UCITYTaHHO OIJISHYJICS. —
U kaxkmast 6aba, — 6bLIO SICHO, UTO TaMOXKeHHMK COOOIIa-
et ['puMepy CTpalIHyIO TailHy, — U €CTh TaMOXXeHHUK.

W tyT I'pMep MOHSJI OKOHYATE/IbHO, YTO Tlepel HUM
nercTBUTeNbHO TaMOXXeHHUK, ¥ C 9TOW MUHYTBI MTaMSITh
BCTajla Ha MeCTO, KaKk CTaHOBUTCSI HA MECTO BbIBUXHYTasl
KOJIEHKA B YMeJIbIX PyKax Bpaua.

— I roTOB, — TYT ke cKa3ana ['pumep U MOMbBITAICS
BctaTh. OH TOTSIHYJ, 4YTOObI TOMOYb cebe, 3a Kpaii
HakpbIBaBllleii ero MPOCTBIHM, MPOCTBIHS MOJanach, a
I'pumep octanca nexxaTb. HUKHUI Kpalt IOKpbIBaIa OCTa-
HOBWJICSI Kak pa3 Ha KOJIeHSX.

— Koneuno, rotoB. — TamoskeHHMK-6a06a HY HA MUHY-
Ty He COMHEBaJaCh B €r0 HEeOObIKHOBEHHBIX CIIOCOGHO-
csix. OHa nofHsIa cama I'puMepa, rocTaBuiia ero Ha ImoJl.
W ckaszana: — Ugn!
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I'pumep Hauvan nmagaTb. Y BOPYT TeioM BCIIOMHMIIOCH
ollyleHye, Korga I'pymep CTos1 mepep, CBOMM CTOJIOM
nocsie Komuccuu, u BAPYT KOJIEHM MTOJJIOMUINCH, M TOTLa
T'pumep 3acMmesuicst U ckasan camomy cebe: «He Bansit my-
paka, ThI ke 300poB!» OH MOBTOPWI 9Ty ¢Gpasy — Kak U
TOorga, oHa nomorna. I[loromy uro I'pumep cpenan miar,
NpUIep>K1Bas MOKPbIBAJIO, ¥ HANpaBWiICS K Kpecay. UTo-
ObI KaskKAblil IIOHSUT: OH IIPOCTO XOUYeT IMocuaeTh. Tak GbI-
BaeT B OOKce IOC/Ie CMJIBHOTO yZapa: YToObl MPOTUBHUK
He TIOHSUI, YTO Thl He B cebe, Thl COBeplIaellb C BUAY
BIIOJIHE TPaMOTHbIE ¥ paCCUMTAHHbIE YAAphl U Jaxe repe-
IIBUTaellbCsl, XOTS F0JI0Ba TBOS, KakK Spo, OT/eTena KyJa-
TO U TaM KPYTUTCSI BMeCTe CO BCeEM MMUPOM. A MIOTOM, TaK
5Ke KPYTSICh, KaK OVUIbSIPIHBIN 1Iap, BO3BPAIAETCS B JIy3Y,
TO eCTb Ha Ijieuyu. Y MPOTUBHUK yAMUBISETCS, KOTLA Thl
JIYIMILb 110 BO3LYXY TaM, e ero yxe HeT. VI Hamo cka-
3aTh, YAVBIIEHUE VIV COUYBCTBME K TeHe 4acTo He IIPOXO-
AT Ojis Hero 6e3 mocenctsuit. Thl yke npuiien B cebs,
rOJI0Ba TBOSI HAaJl€3KHO BUCUT B CeTKe y3bl. U ThL...

CompencenaTens rymaHHa. TaMOKeHHVK eltie 60oJIbIie.

— Emy Hazo oTnoxHyTh. EMY Hy>KeH COH.

Yxon. Y I'pumep 3aceinaeT nmpssMo B Kpeciie. U cosep-
LIEHHO He C/IblNT, Kak Comperncenarenb paccKa3blBaeT
TamoskeHHMKY O CBOeil HouM ¢ MykeM U OHM 00a Beceso
PXKYT, HUUYTb 3TUM He Meluas ['pumepy.

Xi

4yTO, CKaKNUTEe, MOXeT IoMellaTh ['pumepy, ecau
HeceTcs OH, JIyullasi TOH4Yasl ropoja, 1o Kpyry, AJINH-
HOMY KpyTy — OOPOTO#i, Jydllle KOTOPO! IMPUIyMbI-
Bail He MpyUAyMaellb, TO BBEPX OHA, TO Yepe3 KaHaBy; TO
BHU3, TO IIOUYTU KaK B TOHKax I10 BePTUKAIN — HECSCh I10
OTBECHOJi CTeHe, U JIETOK Oer, M TeJlO BBITSITMBAETCS, U
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Kak7asl jana B BO34yXe HaXOLUT OINOpPY U Kak Becsa B BO-
ne noake rmomoraetr Tenmy. OmuH mpbDKOK. CkOK. ber.
IIppokoK. Y1 HEeBaXXHO, UTO CIIpaBa WM CJieBa BBICTPEN U
YbsI-TO TE€Hb ITOBEPHYJIACh B Bo3ayxe. Tam, Bepenn, c6o-
Ky, 3a IOBOPOTOM — XJIONOK, BM3T, KOPOTKasi CXBaTKa,
IOXIb, JOXKAb. A TeJI0 IUIACTAETCS M0 BO3LYXY, KaXeTcs,
Gosnbiiie ce6st T'pumMep pasa B JBa, KaXeTCs, BOT ceifuac
elle YBEJIMYUTCS, M Jallbl BIlepef, KaK BBITYIIEHHbIE
CTpeJIbl, JeTsl, 6pI0X0 0 BO3AYX TPETCS U HarpeBaeTcs —
CKOpOCcTb. CKOPOCTb, ¥ B MO3TY TOJBKO CKOPOCTb, IOTOMY
YTO BEIOMO €MY yCJIOBME — CKOPOCTh, CKOPOCTb GhICTpee
cebs1, C MOMOIIBIO JOPOTH, ONepefuTb CBOM BO3MOKHO-
CTU, M — ax, KakK MPOCKBO3UJ BO3[YX, U — ax, Kak Iepese-
TeJl Yepe3 KaHaBy U He 3aMeTu/1. Briepen, mo Kpyry, HO4YTH
BCe ITHY 3aBEPTEIUCh U CIAMINCh B OOUH MPBDKOK, B OAVH
TIOJIET, & B TOJIOBE MbIC/Ib — ellle GbICTpee, U Thl BbIUTPA-
elllb rOH, elle Kpyr. VI TOMbKO [JHA MBIC/Ib — Tak THe-To,
BpOJle U He ee, BpoJe U 3a0blI, MOXKET MOSIBUTHCS (@ MO-
KeT U He TOSIBUTHCS) MPensSTCTBUE, Cpa3y BOT TaK HAOT-
Malllb, TIOTIepeK JOPOTU, U TOrAAa — CTOI CKOPOCTh, TOTAA
BCTaTh, KaK BPacTu B 3eMJIIO, TIOKa He CHUMYT, 1060... HO
YTO 3TO «MOO», YTO 3TO 3HAHME, MTPELOCTOPOKHOCTD, KO-
raa 4yBCTByeT I'puMep, Kak ellle ycuane — U BOT OHO! 1
IeICTBUTENBHO — e€llle, ellle, ellle, POT OIlepeH, CAHU
CKBO3b JIOKMb, LleJib — IOIepeK, Boit! Boit! — Tpyou — u
yke Bce, yke 6oJjibllle, ObICTpee, YeM 3aayMal, TUIaBHO,
elle BbIlle U ellle MPOH3UTeJIbHEe U HeOTBpaTuMee —
K 1mobeme! M ckBO3b UTO-TO 0OeJioe, JIeTKoe, BO3SHUKIIEe
HEXXHO B JIMIIO Pa30M M3-3a MOBOPOTA MPoJieTes Tak, UTo U
MIpbDKKA He MOYYBCTBOBAJ, HUUErO: U YK He 3TO JIN Mpe-
naTcTBue? — 06palOoBaHHO 3aCBETWIOCh BCe BHYTPH, Tak
JIETKO U He XJaJl, M HeT yke HUYero BOKpYT, U BCe — CBeT,
" BCce — TIOJIET, TOJABKO CBET TaM, M03aAu, TaMm Ihe-To, a
BIIepey OCTAHOBUJIOCh BCe; C PACTOIBIPEHHBIMM JIallaMy
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U TIOXOKei Ha TPeyroJibHUK MOPJOii — MO BUHTY OCKa-
JIEHHOI TOPJIOM HapYy>Xy IICMHOM CIOMaHHO TeJlo, CJIOBHO
IIKypa CbIpasi U BbIBEPHYTAs, IIJIEMIHYJIOCh O[T, AOXIb Ha
TpaBy... Y 3aCKOIb3UIIO 110 MHEPIIMM, HE OCTAaHABINBASICh.

— Ilopa, — TamoxeHHUK ['pumepa 3a 1jie4o TpsiceT.

— Ilepectanb, — I'pMep B OTBET TpeT JIUII0 PYKaMMU.

U cpa3y — BOH U3 namsiTu coH. Heyxkenu 3a 3T0 BpeMsi
YTO-TO IMMPOMU3O0IIO0, MPOMU30IUI0 Win HeT? OT4ero Teno
pasz6uto? Pyku? Ianbiibl? JIErKo ¥ MIPUBBIYHO MOIBVKHBI.
3HAuUUT, BCe B MOpSIAKe. 3HAUUT, NeHiCTBUTEbHO HY OJTHO-
rO BOJIOCKA. 3HAUUT, MO33aM YK€ 4YacTb MCHOBITAHUS, W,
MOXKeT, 6osbIast... 6onbiuas au? U cpasy B 1ielb pa3roBo-
pa kejie3HbIM KOJIbIIOM — IIIeJIK — y3HaTh Y TaMOsKeHHU-
Ka: gajblie uTo?

— Ceifuac gomoit uam npoposkum? — Kakast cBo6oaa,
TaMOXXeHHMK Aaxke HarHy/csl kK ['pumepy, MoJ, Kak Tebe
YTOLHO.

— Her, aTo TbI Kak xouelib. — I'pumep ouepucs.

— Boob1ie-To 3TO MCIbITaHME JIeTKOe, MOXKeT, caMoe
Jlerkoe, — Tak I'pumep yaibiiian TaMmoXeHHMKA.

Hy, koHe4HO, Ha JieTKoe y Hero cwi XBaTuT. OH npoTep
JIMLIO PYKOJ, HAMOYMB €€ B BOJe, I71a3a CTalau BULETH SC-
Hee. Pyku, NpUMKOCHYBIINCH K KOXKE, 3aTaHII€BAIN TaK, YTO
CKaJIbIle/ib B HUX U...

— Yro? — TamoskeHHUK noaMurHya. — Ceituac ObI 3a
paboTty? BymeT ckopo pabora...

«byner, — nogyman I'pumep. — UYTo TBOM COMHEHMS
[0 CpaBHEHMUIO C Helt...» [la, ['pumep He B COCTOSTHUM, KO-
HEYHO, ellle BOCIPMHMUMATh KaKIyI0 MHTOHALUu0 Tamo-
>KeHHMKa, BOCIIPMHMMATh, COTIOCTaBIISATh, M3yJyaThb ee, Kak
MOAPOOHYI0 CXeMYy KPOBOOOpAIlleHNsI Tejla, KOTOPYI0 OH
3HaJI HAU3YCTh U AaXe, OXKaTyil, BO BpeMsI UCTIBITAHMS Ha
coCTpaZaHue Jaxke B CaMblii CTpAIIHbIII MOMEHT MOT cebe
SICHO TpeACTaBUTh; OH [Oaxe BCIOMHWUJ, 4YTO, KOrza
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CKaJIbIle/ib BOLIEJ B HOTY, OH MBICJIEHHO YBUJeJ, Kakue
MBIIIIIBI OBV 33[e€Thl, & Kakue pa3pylleHbl. BoT Tak u
Kaskzoe cJI0BO U ¢pasy OH BOCHPUHMMA He TOIbKO Kak
HeKMe 3HaKM, MMeIll/e BHelLIHee 3HaueHMe, HO U Kak
MaTepuaa Ijsl OTBeTa Ha MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, KaK 3Ha-
K1 HeBUaumoro riasy. Ceituac oH ObUT IIYX, ceifuac emy
6bUT JOCTYIIEH TOJbKO 3TOT BHELTHUI psifi 3HAKa, ero nep-
Boe 3HaueHue. Ceifuac OH CJIBIIIAN TOJBKO, UTO OyIeT pa-
60Ta, 1 BCe TyT. A B KAKOM COCTOSTHUY TaMO>XeHHMUK, CTe-
MeHb JDKU WM HETOYHOCTM MHGOpMalyy, OTHOIIeHME
TamMokeHHMKA K HEMY B 3Ty MUHYTY M BOOOIIEe OTHOIIIe-
HHUS K HEMY, UTO U3BJIeK 661 MTHOBEHHO ['prmep eliie Bue-
pa 13 yCIIBIIIAaHHOTO CI0Ba, 6bUIM ['puMmepy ceituac Heno-
cTymHbI. XOTSI KaKoe MOKeT ObITh OTHOIIEHMe y Tamo-
>KEHHMKA, OLHO [1eJI0 — ero OTHOIIeHMe JIMYHOE, a IPYToe
neno — pabouee. «Oro, — momyman I'pumep, — 10 aHAIN-
3a ¥ 3HaHWUS [ANEKO, & Pa3MBIILISIO, KasKeTCsl, BIIOIHE T0-
MMpEe>KHEMY».

— Jlerkoe, 3Hauut? Xopoiluo, — rosopur ['pumep, —
ellle OJTHO JIETKOe Ha CEerofHs, s JymMalo, MOXHO OyJeT, a
TIOTOM U [1ePEIOXHYTh.

Xil

orpejicemaTenb caxkaeT ['puMepa B OrpOMHOe MeJHOe

Kpecjao, KpemuT JaTuMKu. DTO Mbl YK€ BUIEIN —

00BIYHOE HAYaJI0, XOTS, KOHEUHO, He COBCEM OObIUHOE.
Boicokast 6ey1ass KOMHAaTa — 3TO OOBIYHO, HO BOT MeIHOE
Kpecjao C BBICOKOV CIMHKOM — 3TO B TMepBbIi pas, u,
CMOTPU, CXOIUTCSI, KaK B TeaTpe, 3aHaBeC IOYTHU Iiepen,
cambIM HOCOM ['pumepa. OnsaTb OH OKa3bIBaeTCS OAVH.
SIpkuii cBeT. «A BeAp MCHOyTajics, MpU3HANCs, KOrga 3a-
HIypIIasio, a BAPYT OMNSITh CTEKIO, K CTEKIY YKe BHYTPU
HeHaBUCTb. Ho He 0 mycTsaKkax Hago AymaTbh. Beapb mOBTO-
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pbl, HAaBepHOe, BO3MOKHbBI, HO Ha pyrom yposHe. Hy HU-
Yero, CIeM Moymo0Hee».

Ara, sHauut, TamoxkeHHKa u CoImpencenmaTesis HeT.
3HauUUT, Mbl OfHU. XOTS ToueMy HeT? Eciiu s He BUKY, 3TO
>Ke He 3HAuUMT, 4yTo HeT. Mbiciin! Meiciun! Paccyknpaii. Ara,
Momenb Takas. Eciv MeHs He GymeT, BO MHe He OyeT Bce-
rO TOTO, YTO MEHSI OKPYKaeT, a eciu He OymeT BO MHEe,
ciemoBaTenbHO... Cys M0 TEXHMKE MBIC/IM, IIOK SIBHO eIl
He Tpolles, HO, C APYroii CTOPOHBI, Y>)Ke MOTY OyMaTh
O HEBO3MOXXHOCTU TIOJIHOTO BOCIPHUSITUSI M aHa/IM3a UH-
dopmarmy TamoskeHHMKA. A Kak ceituac mo3r? Jlyurie...
KaskeTcs, yske HauMHaeT ABUTAThCS, KaK MalllMHa C HYJI,
KaK KaMeHb B IPOIacThb, KaK cobaka M3-1moj Kojeca. Py-
ku? [NomieBeny manabliamiy, IMPUKIEEeHHBIMU KasKIblil CBO-
UM HIMPOKUM MeIHBbIM KOJbIIOM K MOAJIOKOTHUKY, IIUPO-
KMM HaCTOIbKO, UTO TOIIeBeIUTh MOXKHO. He Tak-To mpo-
cro. [louyBcTBOBan I'pumep, Kak C HEKOTOPbIM TPYLOM
MaJibIlbl OT MeAY OTOLLIM. He OT ycTanocTut wim Cyioporiu.
BHYTpM OH olnylaJ CBOM Majblbl Jaske Kak B JIydIliye
CcBOM omepanuu. Heyxenu BOT 3TO BCe, UTO OH MpOIIe,
MOXeT TIOMOYb U Jlaske MOATOTOBUTDb B KAKOW-TO CTelleH!
K O60nblIMM Harpyskam? MOXeT, JeiiCTBUTEIbHO MyIpa
OuYepeTHOCTh MCHOBITAHMS, MOKET, IeliCTBUTEJbHO TaMo-
SKEHHMK CaM 3aBMCHUT OT 9Toro ucrbitauus? Cror. Cobaka
BCeMM JiallaMl yIiepjach B MeCcOK. 3aTopMo3wi. Mexmy
nmajbllaMy Mefb, 3a6eraau romxybbie MajeHbKME VICKPBHI.
[Manblibl OTOPBAIUCH U OT TTOBEPXHOCTHU MOJJIOKOTHUKOB,
U TYT 3XKe UX OTOPOCUIIO OT BHYTPEHHEN TTOBEPXHOCTU KO-
nen;. Kakasi-To TpyKMHa MepeKaTUaach U3 MalblieB U
B I1euo yaapwia. [lnedo B3mynock. bonbHO. I'pumep 1mo-
MOPIIMJICS, — TIOXKasyl, MepBbiii pa3 GOJbHO CHAPYKU.
Huxakoit peakuuy, Bce-Taku 60JIbHO — 3TO Jierue, 4em
coctpaganme. Hamo ckasaThb, MUCIIBITBIBATE OOJIb CAMOMY
yIOO6HO, ITOTOMY YTO MOTOM, UMHSI €e MalyeHTaM, ThI 3a-
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IIMIIEH OT COCTPaZaHus CBOeit 60/Ibl0. A B TaHHOM CTyJae
ee MOKHO BOCIIPMHMMATD KaK pacIiaTy 3a MPpUUMHEHHYIO
6071b. U1 9TO TOKE CITpaBejiBO, OH BCIIOMHWII TI0YEMY-TO,
YTO orepaluu, nake umenumum WMms, mpoBoaUINCh TM0-
uyTy 6e3 06e360/MBaTeNe, UTOObI LIEHUMET ObLIIN PesyJib-
TaThl, MIOJIOBUHY BTOPOIi, 3aKIIOYUTE/IbHON YacTu orepa-
LMY JIMLIO Y3Ke BOcIpuHMMano 60yb. HaBepHoe, 3TO meii-
CTBUTEJIbHO OOJIbHO; MHTEPECHO, KaKyl0 CTeIlleHb 60
BBIZIEPSKUT OH CaM, BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb TOJIbKO ¥ 3aHMMAaB-
MIMicsl TpUYMHeHeM 60/ BO MMS BO3BBIIIEHMS Ialy-
eHTa. B 0611eM-TO, MOYTY KaXKIbIA U3 HUX, TOTYIUBIINX
MMSI WJIX BBICOKMIT HOMED, WJIM OCOOEHHO Te, Y KOTO JIULIO
10 MMPUPOIE CBOEI TO €CTh IJTAaBHOMY IPU3HAKY, OBLIO
Maymo moxoxke Ha O6pasel, Koe-4TO MMeIM B TOJIOBE,
HampyuMep BOJIIO, HO MM HY)KHO OBLJIO MMETb TejI0, KOTO-
poe ObI BbIIEPsKAIO He OAHY ornepaluio ITomobus, 1 Benb
ObUTM 3Ke JIIOAY, KOTOPbIE eIy UX TIOUTHU ITOCTOSTHHO BO
UMs mepemenieHus BBepX... bppp... Pagom ¢ HUMU yTO
ero, I'pumepa, 606! — IIepIIABbIi OCTPBIN KAMEHD MEpe-
KaTWICS U3 IlIeya B KMBOT. «A-a-a-a-a, — HO 3TO IIe-TO
3akpuyano BHyTpU I'pumepa. A CHapyku HUYEro — OH
Iaxke CKYOHO ynblOHyscs. — He mory, — BbUIO BHYTDH,
MTOTOMY YTO 3TOT KaMe€Hb, & MOXKET, ITPOCTO KOM OUTBIX
CTEKOJI 3aBepTesics ellle CUJIbHee, — Bbllle 60Jb, OO,
ri1asa, Mo3r... — He mMory 6oJbliie, 171a3a — s XOUY, UTOObI
ObUTM T/a3a... — A BHeITHe — ellle CJI0N MbIC/Ieit, CBSI3aH-
HBIX C BOeM U 60JIbI0, KPOBbIO, Jayke KPOBb T€UET C KaXKIO-
O CJIOBA, a BCe-Takyu O60JIb caMoe MTPOCToe, YTO MpUIyMa-
JIV JTIONYM M UTO TIPOUCXOJIMUT B 9TOM MUCIBITAHMM, HO YXKe
BEPXHUI CJION MIPOIMUTAICS KPOBbIO, B HVIKHUIA TIEpETEK, U
TaM BCe BOET, a IpyTue MbIC/IM HaJl HUMM, 9TO ellle He Bce,
ele BO3MOXHO, BO3MOXHO. MblI Bce yxke mmenu Kmsi,
BO3MOKHO, MbI Oy/IeM MMETb, BO3MOXKHO, Ha JIaJIOHSIX BbI-
CTYTIAeT TIOT, KOTJA XOUeTCs CIYIIaTh MY3bIKY, HO GOJIbIIIe

149



He oOMaHeIllb ee, He 3aTOBOPUILb 6GpeoM, OHA HACTHUIIA,
Y CTEKJIO B30PBAJIOCh M KaXKIbI OCKOJIOK BHYTPU, HO, CJla-
Ba Bory, MrHOBeHbe — U OH BbIIeTeJ HapysKy. BoH oH cTe-
HbI KauaeT, CTeHbI TO OOJIbIIIe, TO MEHbIIIE, KaK MasiTHUK,
JIUCTOK OGyMary Ha CTOJIe — TO POCTOM B ABOPEII, TO B IIbI-
JIMHKY, U Cepjilie KauaeTcst PSIAOM C HUM, U Ty[a OCKOJIKMA,
u Tyga. — Mysa-a-a-a... I He KaualoCh, 3TO KayaeTcs
TOJIBKO CTEKJIO, I71a3a He KavawTcsa. Kpuunt, HeT? A, yke
3aKpuyasl, Thl HAIIpacCHO AyMaelllb, UYTO S He 3aKpuyal, s
ke MOTy KpuuaTh BHYTpu. Hy BOT 31mech, Bo3Jie ropja, HY
XOpOIILIO, Ha SI3bIKe, MOKPBI/, 6ecrepplii MTeHYMK, HO 3TO
Ke NTula, coxkmu ee, Mysa, morpocu, Mysa, IOIpOCcU
CKOpeJf, eciM He MOKellb cama. IIyCTb COXMeET, IYCTh
VIOEePKUT, MyCTh PAa3gaBUT MOM KpPUK, IYyCTb Bce Oymer
MOKPBIM OT KPOBH, TOJIbKO OCTaHOBM 3T CTEHbI, I HE MO-
ry, 4To6 HOra CTajila TaKoil OrpOMHOI, YTOObI OHA HACTY-
mIa Ha caMoro cebsl, ST He XOuy ObITb pa3maBIEHHBIM
COGCTBEHHOI HOTOA, 0, ST XPYIIY YK€ KOCTSIMM, 1a OCTaHO-
BU IITUITY, STOT OCKOJIOK, 3TO MMPOCTO KPOBb U... A I JyMall,
YTO 51 He BbIIepsKaJl, s JyMaJl, YTO He BbIAepsKasl, 3allINCh,
3aXJIEOHY/INCH CTEHBI, M MaJIeHbKME U OOJIbIINE, U JIUCTOK,
¥ HOTa MMOBEPHYJ/IAach HA HEM, U TOJIOBA MIEKHYJIA IO, HO-
roif Kak opex, KOTrJa y MeHs ObUIM TaKue TsDKejble HOTH,
HaJIo 3Ke, IIeJT CI0/IA S TaK JIETKO.

Hamo ke, mes, a Tenepb CUXKy, CaM CUKY, TIe-TO BOT
3/IeCh OKOJIO TOpJIa TTOC/IeIHMIT OCKOJIOK 3aCTPsII, ero Hazio
BBITUTIOHYTh, M BCE, U YK€ MOXHO OTKpBITh Ijaza. UTo
eme? UYto-To 601 HeT. A maymblibl He 60yT. VIX mpocTo
TpsiceT. JKajKo, UTO HET ToJIoBbI. U Bce ke pa3gaB/ieHHas
rojioBa MeHee BaykKHa, yeM Maiblipl. Kakoe cuacTbe, 4TO
Majiblbl He IOy IOJ HOTM M He LIEJKHY/IM, OHU OBbl,
HaBepHOe, He TaK LIeJKHYIN, OHM Obl THIIe. IIpyay MoToM
K Myse, a OHa ¥ He TOMMET, UTO y TebsI ObUIM KpacuBbie
TOHKME MaIbIlbl, TPUIUIOCH ObI HE XOOUTb. A MHTEPECHO,
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pasmaBiieHHas! TOJIOBA TOBOPUT «O», Kak «i». U «d» Toke
KaK «if», ¥ BCe 3BYKM, KaK MallliHa IT0[I IIPeCcoM, C 60Ky —
«i». VI r71a3a Bce BUAAT MHAUE — NOM Kak Gymary, a Gymary
Kak... I He BUIAT BoBce. ['oy6bie UCKPBI 6e3 60 — 3TO
Iake KpacuBO, 9TO Jake B KaKOi-TO CTEMeHM I0JIe3HO.
XOTS «II0JIE3HO» — ¥ ITO MCIIbITAHME, 3TO UCIIBITAHUE, —
CTOII, a Thl TOBOPWI: MBICJIM B KPOBM. DTO MUCIBITAHME
B KPOBM, ¥ OHO YK€ KOHUMJIOCh. Tebe ke oGelianu, 4To
OHO JIErKOe, BOT OHO U JIeiiCTBUTEILHO JIerkKoe. AX, aypa-
YOK, a Thl K HEMY TaK OTHECCs HalpsbKeHHO, KaK OyITO He
OymeT Beleit 6oJiee TSKENbIX, KaK OYATO BOT ceifuac Bce
KOHUMTCS 1 Gosiblile HMUero He 6ymet. bymer. Y Hukorma
He KOHUMTCS. McIbITaHMe 9TO BEeUHO, TaK Kak ke paboTa.
IMocToit, ucnpiTaume aast pabortei? [a! Beuno?» Paccyk-
IeHMe TIONAaJIo B CJIONM, KOTOPBIi comepskan 3HaHMe, UTO
9TO el He 60jib, ¥ MBICJIb O KPOBM; KaK GYATO TPSIIKY,
BbDKA/ caM cebst M CTal PO3OBBIM, — KOHEUHO, Iypak,
CHayvaja MCIbITaHKue, motomM paboTta. [Torom paborta. Hc-
TIbITaHMeE JJ1s1 pabOTHI.

Xim

bI XOPOILIO BBITJIAOUIID.
— I‘pmmep He 3aMeTu/I, KaK pa3ollesicsa 3aHa-

Bec. He 3amermn? A nmcTok 6ymaru B3JparuBa-
€T, BOH OH ellle HelOoABIKEH, HO yyKe MOTyCIIOKOEH.

— HpOH_II[]/[ TBOM 4YeTbIpe YacCa, U Tbl BBIIVIAOUIIb IIPO-
cto MmononnoM. IlpaBma, — TaMOsKeHHUMK ITOKadal roJio-
BOJ, TMOMKaB TryObl, — Ha{0 CKa3aTb, Thl OMYCTUJICS MO
HIVKHETO Mpejiesia HopMbl. EqyHCTBEHHOE, UTO TebsI B Ka-
KO¥-TO CTeIleHM ypaBHOBEIMBAeT, 3TO TO, UTO Thl CaM
BbIIIIEJT M3 UCITBITAHMUS, TOTO Jake y TeOsT HU pasy He IIo-
Jiyyayioch. Tak Thl TOBOPWJI, YTO TOTOB K CjedylollleMy,
OCTaJIOCh BCETO...
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— §I xouy IOMOI1.

— Iomoii? ITocmymaii, HUKaKOii peur He MOXeT ObITh
0 JloMe, BCe Mbl TOPOIMMCSI, M BCEM XOUETCSI 3aKOHUYMUTD
3T0. [TOTOM § CKaXxXy Tebe 1o apysKoe.

— IMo gpyk6e, — I'puMep TsLKeI0, KaK 6YATO MEpPTBbIiA
VABIOHYJICS, — TI0 APYKOE, MOXKET, ThI 10 IPYKOe CSAelb
Ha Moe MeCTO?

U o6bsicHMa eMy TaMOKeHHUK, KaK pebeHKy, 4To, ca-
IVICh OH HEe CaayuCh, OT 3TOTO HUUErO He U3MEHUTCS, I10-
TOMY 4YTO paboTrarh HO/LKeH I'pumep, a He TaMOXeHHUK.
C ero criocobHOCTSIMMU U TIpodeccueii TaMoskeHHMKA eMy
CJlelyeT 3aHMMAThCSI CBOMMM Je/laMM, M UTO eC/M YK
I'pumepa Tak BOJHYET, ITOYYWII JIM OH TO3Y STUX BECEJIbIX
NPUSITHOCTEN, TO, pasymeeTcs, romyuna! Y1 HeM3BeCTHO,
YbM IIOKA3aTEeM BBIIIE, XOTS, KOHEYHO, 3TO ObLIO He-
CKOJIBKO VIHOE MCITBITaHME ¥ OHO MMEJIO, KOHEUHO, TICUXO0-
JIOTMYEeCKUI XapaKkTep, HO HEM3BECTHO, Kakasi 60Jb elle
60/IbHEE — HpaBCTBEHHAs WM (pusmueckas, u oH, Tamo-
SKEHHMK, He TIOHMMAaeT, 1a-1a, He TIOHMMAaeT HU TOHA, HU
npepjioxkeHus I'pumMepa; a eciu 3aBTpa CIIYIUTCS Tak, UTO
OH CMOXeT MoMOoYb ['prMepy 1 3aMeHUTb ero coboii B Ofi-
HOM M3 TaKUX UCHbITaHUM, OH, TaMoxeHHUK (TaMo>keH-
HMK BBITIPSIMUJICSI U CTaJT Ha I/Ia3aX KaKMM-TO Hey3HaBae-
MbBIM), CSIIET B 3TO KPeCIo — U TYT JKe 3aCMesUICs: UIy4y,
mryuy. He csamy, pa3se uTo BO UMs ApYyXObl... Hy BUIuIIb,
KaKyIo CIIeHYy pas3bIrpaTh, HY Aypavych, a Thl 06paTy BHU-
MaHMne IIpu BCeéM 3TOM, UTO Tamo>keHHUK TOPUYMUT OKOJIO
I'puMepa yske KOTOpBI IeHb U He COOMPAETCST YXOAUTh, a
y Hero, y TaMOXXeHHMKA, B OOBIYHOE-TO BpeMs, MEXKIY
MPOYMM, OJf CKOJIbKO 3a00T. A OH He coOMpaeTcs YXOOUTb
M BCe MCIbITaHMeE MPoOyaeT ¢ HUM, I'puMepoM, a MeKAy
MIPOYMM, Cpey TeX, KOTO MUCITbITHIBAIM Ha Ipenen u 6ia-
rojapsi KOTOPBIM ellle U ceifuac mMoxet I'pumep 6ecefo-
BaThb C HUM, TaMOXXEHHUKOM, U IIPOCUTBCS JOMOM, He Oy-
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Masl, CKOJIbKO B €ro CerOAHSIIHIO yauy U craceHue uy-
SKMX SKM3HEN BCOOAUeHO, — TaK BOT, Cpedy TeX, yke He
CYILECTBYIOMINX, GbIT HACTOSIIMIT APYT — Aa-Aa, IPYT ero,
TamMo)keHHMKa, KOTOPOMY OH 00SI3aH ¥ 3TUM JUIIOM (T1a-
sen; TaMOXXeHHMKAa OCTOPOKHO TKHYJICS YyThb IOHMKe
IIpaBoro rjasa B 1eky), u Umenem. 1 oH, TaMOKeHHUK,
yKe ropasmo Oosbliie 00s13aH CBOEMY PYIY B SKM3HM, UeM
I'pumep, U eMy ObIJIO ObI HY;KHO OBITH TaM: Iie TOCAegHIE
CeKYH[IbI elle JXUJI €ero APYr, ¥ IMyCTb He IIPEeKPaTUTh UC-
TIbITAHME, HO XOTSI ObI B TTOC/IETHEE MTHOBEHBE TTO/IEPKATh
ero B3rasgaoM, Ho!.. OH ocTajncsa MMeHHO ¢ ['pumepom, u
He TIOTOMY, UTO eMy I'pumep Joposke Apyra, a MOTOMY YTO
eMy JOoposKe UCTUHA, a UCTUHA ceroHs u ['puMep — OgHO
u TO Xe. I oH, MOXeT, MepeXXnBaeT B Oyllle He MeHbIIIE,
yeM J11000i1 UesioBeK, OH B Jyllle TOXKe, MOXKeT, ellle 4eJio-
BeK.

TaMOKeHHVK OISTh OITyCTUJI BHU3 IJIa3a U YTOJIKM I'y0
M KaK IOPOCEHOK XPIOKHYJ, M Yy HEero CIIoj3/1a OgHa cJie3a
Mo 1ieKe U ynana Ha mnoi. «CTpaHHO, — mnopyman I'pu-
Mep. — Yraja Ha IMOJ M HUYEro He MpOXIja». [omyobie
MCKPBI OISITh TPOHY/MU ero pyKy. OH Iaxke He IepHYJ/ICs.

— OnATh MO3I'¥ 3aroBapuBaeliib.

— IIpocTo Hamo cremnTb. — TaMOXeHHUK BBICYLINII
ri1asa, u60 B 3Ty MMHYTY CHU3Y IJ1a3a B3AYBalNCh, OUe-
penHas Karvis Iporiaja, Kak 6yATo Boja B yHUTa3e.

— I xouy IOMOIA...

Cormpefcenarenb Kak-TO OYeHb YK Mpyopkanach K ['pu-
Mepy, OTCTeTHy/a maTyuk. ['pumep BCTal caM, U TOYYB-
CTBOBaJI cebst 6ECKOHEUHO JIETKMM, U, HaBepHOe, MOT Obl
ceifyac B3JIeTeTb — Tejia He ObLI0. OH OMYCTU MPABYIO
HOTY, KOTOpO} pa3maBmi cam cebs, TTOKPUBMUIICS CBOEiA
MBICJIM, HOTA ApOXKaja, BTOpasl Aposkaja TOXKe, HO ObLia
Jierka, Kak HOTa Ioc/ie TiepejioMa Io CHSITUM TUIICA, Jierka
10 CPaBHEHMUIO CO BTOPOA.
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— OTBeny MeHs JOMOVA...

TamokeHHUMK MaxHyJ pykKoii. Compencenarenb IMpu-
HecJ1a riany cebe u ['pumepy.

U TyT BBIK/IIOUMIIOCH CO3HAaHMe. A korpa I'pumep npu-
mien B ce6s1, TO YBUAEI, UTO JIEKUT B HE3HAKOMOJ KOMHa-
Te, HAIIPOTMB B Kpeciie cuaut CompencenaTelb i CMOTPUT
Ha Hero. Ha Heit Tosnbko XanaT. OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee, IIO-
TOM Ha Ce0sl...

— Mexkmy HaMM 3TO ObLIO? —  TIOMyCIIpAIIMBaET-
nonyyTBepxnaaet I'pumep.

OHa KavaeT TOJI0BOI:

— B TakoM COCTOSIHMM, KaK Thl, yMUPAIOT, a He CIIST.

Torga I'pumep poOyeT HATAHYTb Ha cebst IIOKPHIBAJIO,
C ee IMOMOIIIbIO ITO TTOTYIAETCS.

— KoHeuno, eciiu 6b1 ObUIO, TO ThI CeifUac He HATSTM-
BaJI OZlesIIO.

— He HaTgruBan ogesiyio, — rosoput I'pumep, — a Thl
3aCTETHNUCH U 3aKPOJi CBOM HOTH.

— MoXHO TogyMaTh, UTo s Teb6s1 Bo3Oy:kmat. Ha Ko-
MMUCCHM MHE KaKOasl TBOS TallMeHTKa pacckas3bIBajia, UTo
KOTIJIa Thl CBOEH I'PY/IbI0 HABAJIMBAEIILCS HA CTOJIE HA Hee,
TO OHA HAUMHAET CXOIUTDb C YMa M, MOJI, He HaJlo HUKaKO-
T'O HApKO03a, a Thl BCerIa Beelllb ce6st Kak 6peBHO.

— TbI mymaeliib, 1 9TO 3Ha10 Xyke Tebs? Ho xorma 6aba
BO30yKIeHa, OHa 3a6bIBaeT 0 60AM M He MemaeT pabo-
TaTb.

— 51 661 Tebe TOKe He Melllajia, — OHA COpachIBaeT Xa-
JIaT Ha IMoJ. TOT JIOKUTCS OKOJIO HOT, M KayKeTCs, YTO OHA
He CTOUT Ha TOJTy, a IPUITOAHSIACh HAJ HUM, U TepPKUTCS
B BO37yXe, ¥ MOXET yJIETETb COBCEM, U €e HaJ0 AepPsKaTh.

— YTOObI JTIOOUTD, 5 AOJIKEH JIIOOUTD.

— TbI XOPOIIIO YCTPOMJICS, SKUPHO JKMBEIIb, 5, K COKa-
JIEHWIO, MaKCMMyM, Ha YTO MOTY PacCUMUTHIBATH, — 3TO
crnaTh, yTO6BI craTh. [IpOCTY, — OHA OITyCKAaeTCsl Ha ITOJ,
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HaKUIbIBAeT XaJiaT, 3aCTeruBaeT ero. — S mMpocTo He 3Ha-
JIa, YTO AyIIa TBOS TaK YMCTA M LIEJIOMYAPEHHA; OHA I10-
XOXKa Ha KO3Mii MOMET, ITPOJIeKaBIINI Ha COJTHIIE HEIEIO,
Ha HOX, C KOTOPOTO BBITEP/IM KPOBb 3ape3aHHOTO, Ha TIIe-
BOK, pa3Ma3aHHbIN 10 Juily. KupHasi Mpasb, Y KOTOPOii
BCe GJIaTrOIOTYYHO Y KOTOPAsi, BUIIATE JIU, TOJIBKO JT00S, U
MIPY 3TOM HEOOBIKHOBEHHO ITO3BOJIUT ce6e CKIOHSTD CBOIA
JIMK HaJ, 3alPOKMHYTON poskeil. UTo Thl 3Haelb O HAaC, KO-
TOpbIe BEPTITCS HOUbIO, ITOC/Ie THEBHOTO KOIIMapa, KOraa
nepe[; TO6Oi IepraloTcs MyIiu, Tejla, BHICTYIIaeT MeHa Ha
rybax, JJOMalTCsI pyKU, CJI€3bl ¥ KPOBb BBITEKAIOT BMECTE
C IVIa3aMU U MafaloT B TEMHOTE Ha TBOM I/1a3a, 3aTEKAIOT
B TBOJi POT, TOJ3YT IO KMBOTY, [0 PyKaM, ¥ Thl Jepra-
€eIIbCs BMECTE C HMMM, ¥ TaK He [eHb, He Yac, He HOYb, a
SKM3Hb, @ B 3TO BpeMsI Thl PEry/ISIPHO KOJIbIIIElNb CBOUM
OTperyJIMpPOBaHHBIM MO3BOHOYHMKOM, — SKMBU U JaJIblile
B CBOeji YOII0J0UHOM cBsITOCTU. JKasKko, UTO Tebs1 Hamo
6epeub, s1 661 cama 1epBast He B CTO MSTYIO0, a B TeOsT CBOEI
PYKO# MeAJIEHHO, KaK HOX B Pe3VHOBBIN IIap, BCYyHY/Ia
KaKoJi-HMOYIb PsKaBblii KYCOK JKeje3a M IMOBEpHy/Ia TaM
IBYMsI pyKamy, M 4uTOOBI 3ax/ionana u3 Tebsi XOTh pa3
KPOBb ¥ XM3Hb M YMMUPaAa Thl MEIJIEHHO — KaK JOXHYT
Hemo6uThie M OpPOIIEHHbIE, HE MOTYIIYE HUYErO M3Me-
HUTb. — VI B 3TO BpeMs ee IJiasa CTaju GOJIbllie, TOTOM
OHM 3aBEpTENIUCh, KaK OYITO KTO-TO 3aKpyTWa (hakesiom
mmepe HOCOM, M 3aIlaxJio JCKEeHOI IepPCThI0 U TMajeHbIM
MSICOM...

I'pumepa 6beT APOKDb, BO3BpaLIAeTCs 60Jb, CTEKIIA BbI-
JIETAIOT U3 KOKM, M OHM llaparaloT PyKy, CXBaTUBIIYIO 3a
cepziie, 1O/ MepeBEPHYJICS, 38 HUM 3eMJIst — U BOT ['pu-
Mep MaJaeT BBEPX, XBATAETCS 33 ABEPHYIO PYUKY, M CTpaX,
YTO OH COPBETCS, OXBaThiBaeT ero. Y I'pumep UTO ecTh
CWIBI PBET PYUKY Ha Ce6s1, PyKM OTPbIBAIOTCS. .

[TokpeiBa/iO CKMHYTO. OHA JIESKUT PSIAOM.
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— Eciu ObI ThI 3HaJI, Kakoe Thl UyHO... Ecu 6bI Thl
3HaJI, Kakoe Tbl 4uyno, — ¥ Iuavetr Compexncenarenb, U
IiaveTt, ¥ ragut ['puMepa CBOMMMU CUIIbHBIMU UyTKUMU
MNaJbllaMU.

U omngaTh Kyga-To JeTUT I'pumep, uTo6bI IPUIATK B ce0st
yKe Ha CBOei KpOoBaTU U He TIOHMMAThb, ObUIO UTO WU HE
6bu10. HaBepHoe, Bce ke He 6bU10. [IOTOMY UTO OH K€ OfieT
U JIEXXUT 30€eCh, B cBOel KpoBatu. Emie HeT My3bl. OHa Ha
paboTe. A OTKyZa OH y3Hasl, YTO Ha paboTe. A OTKy[a OH
y3Haj, yTo OHa Ha paborTe... DTO CIPANIMBAIOT y HETO 10
ouepeny crosiiye Hag HUM U My, 1 JKeHa, u TamoykeH-
HuK u Compencenartenb, U Ilpencenatenb yKOPU3HEHHO
CIpaliyBaer:

— A oTKyza ThI y3HAJI, YTO OHA ellle Ha paboTe...

— He 3Haw, — cOBeplIeHHO WCKpPEHHe NPU3HaeTcs
I'pumep, — NOHATKS HE UMeI0. 3Hal0, 4TO... — CTOII, CTOII,
cTom. A ucrbiTaHue? Benb eMy HMUYEro He CKa3aau O pe-
synbrare? OH BO3Bpaiaercss cam B kabuhHet. C Tpymom
OPUEHTUPYSICh, HAXOAUT ABepb, B KOTOPYIO OH BXOIUT
MepBbIit pa3. Tam TuillMHa ¥ HUKOTO. HeT, 113-3a 3aHaBeca,
6enoro 3aHaBeca, MOSIB/ISIETCS KeHIHA. OHa 3HAeT, KO-
HEYHO, 3aueM OH mpuiesa. OHa MPOCUT ero YCIIOKOUThCS.
OHa ceityac Bce ckaxkeT. Ee mpemymnpeanian, uTo OH 06s13a-
TeNbHO BepHeTcs. McnbiTaHMe MPOILIO B Mpefenax HOp-
Mbl, HO 3aKOHUYMJIOCh CAMOCTOSITE/IbHBIM BO3BpallleHNEeM B
CO3HaHMe, HO UTO 3TO OH yKe 3HaeT, IOTOMY UTO eMy 3TO
yKe ckasanu. U I'pumep yauBIseTcsl, OTKyZa OHA 3TO 3Ha-
€T Tak Xopolino. MoxeT, eMmy AeliCTBUTENbHO BCE Y)Ke CKa-
3aJT1, cKa3ajiu, HalpuMep, U To, uTo My3sa elre Ha pa6orTe.

— A Bac He mpegyTipeuin, Tae st 6bLT IMoCIe Jabopa-
TOpuUM, AOMa, y cebst wiu He y cebsl... — U cmotput I'pu-
Mep Ha JIMIo, KaK OyATO KaMeHb B BOAy 6pocui — OymyT
KpyT¥ Wi HeT. A 6pocuit B 60/10T0 — He 6ymyT. Hu ogHo-
ro kpyra. Hu ogHOro nmiHero 3Byka.
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— oma.

— Cinasa bory.

OH eit BepuUT, HO 3TO, MOXET ObITh, [IOTOMY, UTO €MY
X0ueTcs el BepuTh. JlagHo. Beigepykan — 3T0 BaxkHee. He
3aTeM OH Ha cBeT Bokuit SBWICS, YTOOBI AYMaTh — ObLIO
C 9TOV UM He 6b1I0. Bbiiepskas, BOT — UCTUHA. A TTIoueMy
BbIIepykasi? — 9TO ceifyac He M0 YMY, a U 110 MY Obl GbI-
JI0 — ayiia uHauve 60mut. MiHaue? ITomoskay, Kakue y Tebs
IaHHble, YTO 6bUIO? BocroMuHaHMe. A MoOYeMy 3TO He
coH? Hy cHMMana gaTumky, Hy MPUCIOHUIACh CUIbHee,
yeM OOBIYHO, @ MOXET, M 3TO BBIOYMaJl M BCe-TaKu
OCTaJIbHOE TOXXe COH. A BO3MOXEH U [pPyroy BapuaHT?
Bo3moskeH. Kauaetcsi creHa. Kauaercsa. Ynacu bor dero-
160 He 3HaTh. A 3auem? ToJIbKO 3aT€M, UTOOBI 3HATD, UTO
eCTb ¥ OBIJIO HAa CaMOM JieJie.

XIv

CompencenaTesb U Myska K cebe cerofHs He ImyCTuIA.

A Mysa npuiuia 9yTh mo3sxe, yem 06br9HO. OHO CO-

ObITHE K IPYrOMY HMKAKOTO OTHOIIEHMSI He MMeeT.
I'pumMep TOKe TpuIlles IOMOI B COMPOBOXAEHUU Jj1abo-
pautku. C TpymoM. U cpasy Jier, u onsathb momyopes. Iomy-
COH. My3a XOOUT TUX0, CMOTPUT Ha Hero Kak-To MHaye.

Mosket, 6pocuTh Bce, nymaeT ['pumep. BepHyTbCST U3
Benukux B cBoe TpeskHee uMs. HeT yk, pa3 MOKaTUIICS.
IMocpeny ropsl 06pyy He ocTaHOBMIITE. Hy, MOXeT, 1 ocTa-
HOBUIIIb, @ TOPY OPYTYI0 MOKHO BbIOpaTh. BOT 1 BbIGEpH.
A Nt MeHSI 3TO He TIPOCTO ropa. A eOMHCTBEHHAs ropa.
3aTeM U KUTh Hauaj. U cpa3y HMKaKoro 6pesa.

— He xouy s HMYero Ipyroro, — JMIO 37I00HOE, JKeCT-
Koe, cyxoe... Hukorma He Kpuuan ['pumep.

— Tumie, Tue. — My3sa ocTaHaBiuBaeT ero. — I He
CIIOPIO € TOOOJ. ThI ke caM TOBOPMUJ, KOMY NJI0X0, TOT U
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npas. Tebe — 1I0X0. ITO IMIaBHOe. VI Bce MepuUTh Hamo
3TMM TJ1aBHbIM. Ellle TeM, YTO Mo3aay CeMHaJlaTh Mpo-
SKUTBIX BMecTe JieT. VI TO, 4TO ceifyac IJI0OX0, — 3TO Ha
OHOJ1 yallle BeCOB, a Ha APYyroil — ceMHanUaTh jet. imn
Hao00pOT — Ha OFHOJ XOPOIIIo, a Ha APYroii CEeMHAaIaTh
JIeT, U TO, UTO TsDKeJiee, TIaBHee, BeuHee — TO UCTUHA. 1
JI060€ CJIOBO HMYETO He 3HAUUT, eC/IY OHO MeHbIIIe SKU3HU
U CIyJaiiHee ee.

U T'puMep ycIioKamBaeTcsl, 3aTUXaeT U 3a0bIBAeT, UTO
BOT CEKYHJy Hasaj, JuLo 6b110 He ['puMepoBO, M Kpudas
He OH, U MBICJIX eT0 6bUTM He 'prMepoBbI, HO yKe pacKy-
poUeH MO3T U HYXXIAeTCs B ABVDKEHUM, M HauMHaeT OH
IyMaThb IPO ceOsT ¥ PO UX CeMHAAIATh JIET, pa3 YK OHU
TIOTAaJIM B MBIC/Ib M TOPYAT TaM IOCpeayHe, KaK CTeHa 1e-
pen rjiasamMu, Kak poB HIMPOUYEHHbIN TTepe[ JoIIaAblo, Kak
OTOHb Tiepe]; 6ab0YKON, M, OCTAaHOBMBILMCDH TIEpeJ 3TOV
CTEHOI, Ha OJTHOM MecCTe KpyTITcs Mbiciiu ['pumepa, Kak
KoJjieca TIOMaBIlero B Ipsi3b I'Py30BMKa, U TMOABOAU UTO-
I'M — TIepepbiB — TIOABOJM UTOTU — OTSITh TepepbiB U
CHOBA Ta3 — M KOMbSI TPsI3u JIETSIT U3-TIOA, KoJjiec, U Bce
IIyoske caguTCs MalllMHa, M TIOYTU He BUIHO BHYTPU
BpalaloMMXCsSl PyouaThIX MOMCKOB, M TIOUTM HE JIETSIT
KOMBbSI TPSI3U, U KaskeTCs, YTO HeINOoABMKHA MallliHa, a y
Hee BHYTPU BCE TYOUT U KPYTUTCSI, ¥ OOJIbIIIE YXOOUT CUIT,
yeM BO BpeMsl camoii 60jbloit ckopocTu. OmHAKO HU
C MecTa — ¥ TaKasi TpaTa CWJI, U KPyTSITCS Ha OTHOM MecCTe
MBICJIN. ..

XV

y3a, Thl ObLTA BEpPHA MHE, KOTIA Y MEHSI He ObLIIO
Huuero. Hu MactepcTBa, HM OIbITA, YMEHMS
ann paboTarh, KOrga S ObLT YUEHMKOM M IIBITAJICS
HayYUThCSI TOMY, UEMY HAyIUThCS HeJb3s. Torma Thl TO-
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BOpWUJIa MHe, YTO Obl/Ia ITpaBa ¥ He Hamo O6bUTO yUnuThCs. U
s HAYYM/ICSI TOMY, UeMY ObLIO HAYUUTHCS HENb3ST, M Thl
CKasaJa, UTO paHbliie OblyIa He rpaBa. Thl 6blJIa MHE Bep-
Ha, KOrJa s 3a6bIBasl TeOsI, KOra s mepecTas IyMaTh, UTO
SKUBY, CTy’Ka Tebe, UTO BCe JeaeMoe MHOI — TOJIbKO AJIS
TeGs, He IS JIIOfEil, He BO MMSI IIPUAYMaHHOM MHOI
MIen, He BO MMSI CITaCeHMS ITUX Ye/IOBEKOB. S yous B cebe
cebs1, YTOOBI CAYKUTH Tebe, HO 3TO CTAJO He cpasy. Thl
OblJla MHE BepHa, Korjaa s 3a6/IysKIajcs, yTo JIIOAM BOUC-
TUHY HY>KIAIOTCS B ITIOMOILM, JTFOIM BOUCTUHY KIYT SIBJIE-
HUSI TOTO, KTO CIIACeT UX, ¥ OHM BEPSIT, UTO €CTh Ha 3eMJIe
TO, YTO MOXKET OTHAXKIbI M3MEHUTH KU3Hb KaXKO0ro. IToka
s He TIOHSII, YTO OHY CBOMM BUEPaLIHMM OIIBITOM 3a6Ty3K-
IeHMS Y3Ke He B COCTOSTHUM CHOBA BEPUTH Jaske UCTUHE!
OHM mpaBbl, YOUTh MOKHO MHOTMX ¥ MHOTO€, a B BOCKpe-
CeHye MOXKHO ITOBEPUTH TOJbKO OIMH pa3, i OHO 6bLIO, U
OHM y3Ke He BepsIT B Hero. UTo ke AesaTh, CIIPOCIII ST CeOsl.
Pas oy He HYKAAIOTCST B Tebe, pa3 Thl CAM HEe BEPUILD B
TO, YTO MOJXKEIIIb [IOMOYb MM, U/IM BEPHIilb, YTO ITO ITOMO-
SKeT TOJIbKO HA HEeKMIT CPOK — JIBA THICSTUEIETUS VJIU CTO-
JIeTHe, ¥ TIOTOM OIISITh OKaskeTCs Bce 3a0/ykaeHneM. U Tol
MPUAYMa MaJIeHbKYIO CMEIIHYIO0 UIEeNKYy, YIIpsATaB IJIaB-
HOe B cebe U yyke He HafIesiCh OTKPBITh ee UeJI0BeKaM, CTajl
CTYKUTDb Tebe, My3a. MoskeT ObITh, BUIS TEOSI, JIIOIU UTO-
TO TOMMYT, MOXKeT ObITb, OJMH CUACTIMUBbBIN UETOBEK —
9TO 6OJbIE, YeM CJIOBA O CUYACTbe, MOET ObITh, OOVH Ye-
JIOBEK, OOPETINNI TIOKOM, — 3TO GOJIbIIIE, UeM CJIOBA O TI0-
KOe; ¥ CTaj I AyMaTh, YTO 3TO M eCTh MCTMHA. Bynb MHe
BepHa, Most My3a, MHaue Kak ITOMOTY JIIOZSIM, He TOOO0¥ Jin
CIiacy 4eJI0BEKOB!..

I'pumep roBopumi 310 Myse, IIOTOMY UYTO IIPOMCXO/IsIee
C HMM CETOMHS JeJajio ero MOXOKMM Ha 3Bepsi, Iepe[ Ko-
TOPHIM OGHAKEHBI BCE SIMbI C BOTKHYTHIMM BHU3 KOJIbSIMIU,
KaIlkaHaM¥ C PaCcIaxHyThIMU M Pa3BeIeHHBbIMM KeJle3HbI-
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MM YeJTIOCTSIMM, CaMOCTpeJIbl, HalleJIeHHbIe B MOpAY, IeT-
JIM, KaK 3MeMy, CBepHYBIIMecs B TpaBe. J1a, 9TO Bce BUAMMO,
9TO BCe OTAEIbHO — M 06X0aMMo U Ipeomonnmo. Ho 6ena,
YTO 3TO M €CTh JOpOra, ¥ HeTy 3Bepi0 BO3MOXKHOCTU IO
BO3IIyXy IIepeJIeTeThb ee, U BCe, UTO OH MOXKET, — KPUKHYTh
UaymmM Besen: «IloBepHUTe Hasam, BaIUTE JepeBbs, HO He
UOUTE 32 MHOI», — U ellleé MOXEeT BCTaTh Ha ITyTM BCiIeq
UOYIIVMX Y PaThCsI C HUMM, UTOGBI CBEPHYIIM OHM C TIOPOT'H,
IIOTOMY UTO MM ellle He OTKPBITbI HY TOJIOAHbIE SIMbI, HI
pamy>KHbIE caMOCTpeJibl. IpyMep OTKpbIBaa 3TO Myse, 160
3aBTpa OH MOT' YK€ He CKas3aTh TO, YTO TOBOPWJI CaMOMY
cebe, ¥ TO, OTUEro IIaKajl, KakK IUIaYyT CBSI3aHHBIE JIIOOM
Haj peGEHKOM, KOTOPOTO Tep3aeT cobaka, a XBaTUIO O
MMMHKA, YTOOBI OHA YIION3/Ia, OIIEpsICh CBOEii GerreHo
moppoii. JIto60it meHb, a 3HAYMT, M JTI000e VCIIBITAHUE
BJIaCTHBI ObUIM ¥ Haf, HUMM. Bce 3Tu 6eckoHeuHble OYIHM,
YTO TSIHYJIU €r0, KaK TSHYT JKUBYIO IITUITY T'OJIOJHbIE BOJIKH,
TPEILIUT IIO3BOHOYHMK, JIETSIT IIePhbs 1 BOT-BOT OTOPBaHHAs
rOJIOBA 3aKPOET ITeJIEHO 171a3a 32 COMKHYTOJ YeJTIOCThIO, a
TeJIO ellle XJIOMHET Mapy pa3 KPbUIbSIMM U 3aTUXHET B 3y-
6ax. Ho Beb KB 10Ka, JKMB, U 11033111 Y3Ke CTOIbKO! [la He
CTOJIbKO 1034/, IIPOCTO KYCOK JKM3HM, OOBIYHON MM I10-
YTU OOBIYHOM JIJIs1 KUTesIst Topoma. A MOXeT, ¥ He NTHUlia, a
YepBb, KOTOPOTO HACAIM/IMA Ha KPIOUOK M KOTOPBIif KOPUUT-
CS1 He OTTOTO, YTO BHYTPM KaJlo, a Bpojie ObI Kak OT 3a00ThI
0 YeJIOBEUeCTBe, IOHMMAsI ero MyKM, UYTO, MOJI, YejioBeye-
CTBO CaMO KOPYMTCS Ha M3OTHYTOM CTep)KHE, Ja eIlle BU-
AT, KaK My4UT cebe OJ0OHOr0 — TeM, UTO KOPUMTCS CaM,
U ellle TeM, YTO CaMO YejI0OBeUeCcTBO... M cMelaanch MbIC-
JIM, KaK CTaf0 MUAIlMXCs OBell Iepel MporacThbio, 3aaHue
HAIMPAIoT, a BIepeny IyCTOTa, M BCe sKe OCMIMIIM Te, UTO
BITEpeNM, KOMY HeKyla MATH, Ha Kpalo MPOIacTi, ¥ roBep-
HYJIM, ¥ BOOJIb C TOM K& CKOPOCTBIO, B PUCKE KasKObIii Iar
COpBaThbCS Ty[Ia, BHUS.
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KoHeuHo, He NTHuIIa, ¥ He Ha 3ybax, KOTOpbIE ceifuac co-
MKHYTCSI, @ YepBb, Y€PBb, IVIAOKUIA, IOPKUIA, MOCTYIIHbBIA
ypoZ, KOTOPOTO eC/iv pa3ofipaTh, TO UCIavKaellb B JepbMe
pyKH, 3TO OTpOMHOe 6ejioe, SKMPHOe, YIIPYToe Telo pas3o-
IIpaTh OT KOHYMKA T'OJIOBBI JO KOHUMKA XBOCTa, XOTS KaK I10-
HSITb, IJIe XBOCT WJIM TOJI0OBA, He ITPUrMbasich K 3TOMY OTPOM-
HOMY TYJIOBMIILY, UYTOObI OHO MM CHOXJIO, WIM K€ CaMO
ocBo6oamIo cebs. JIedeKTHBHBINM JieneT 0 Myse — KaKIblii
IeHb 3JIeKTPUYEeCKUit CTy/, KaKablii JeHb HeyeM [bIIaTh,
KaKAblii TeHb Ha TBOMX IJIa3ax CKa/lbIle/b B I71a3, TaK 4TO
KpoBb OeflbMOM Hapyxky. Kak reitsep, Kak HedTb M3-TI0[
3eMJI1, B TBOE JIMII0, B TBOM I71a3a. AX, He BUIUIIb, U OTISITh
Tnojifenib Ha 37IeKTPUYECKUii CTY/I, IOTOMY UTO, BUIUTE JI,
Thl OCEHeH Mjeeli CO3MaHMsI HOBOTO JIMIIA, KOTOpOe CIiaceT
mup. JIoxxb. dapuceiicTBo, M Thbl 3Haelllb 3TO. 3a HOruM My-
3y — TpaxHU ee roIoBOit 0 CTeHKY. V1 06 3Ty ke CTEeHKY CBOIO
TOJIOBY, UTOOBI MO3IM IO Hel, KpacyuBee BCEX MPaMOpOB,
BeIb MO3IM IMPEeKPaCHbI, 3TO 3Be3OHbIE MUPbI, €CIU CMOT-
peTb Ha HUX B OrpOMHBIe JIMH3BL. I'me ke TbI, CriacuTens,
3alIUTA YEPBSIKA, CHUMM €ro, OepeskKHO YIOXKM B TOCTEJb,
CKaXX!, UTO S 3a0/Ty3KIaloCh U UTO ST HUYETO He TIOHMMAIO B
60y, OHa 6JIAaTOPOMHA, M UTO BCErjJa TakK ObLJIO M HUYETO
IIPyroro He 6yAeT. A 6yZIeT TOMbKO BOT 3TOT OTOHb, BOT 3TO C
M30THYTBIM BEJIMKOJIEITHBIM KaJIOM M BOT 3Ta PbI0oa, KOTOpast
MPOTJIOTUT 3TO >Kajo, AyMasi MPOIJIOTUTb YepBsika, TTOTOM
YeJIOBEK BBIPBET JKAJI0 M CheCT PhIby, a OCTaTKM PasmacT U
HAaKOPMUT YeJIOBEUeCTBO, @ OHO B 6GJIar0JapHOCTh PACITHET
€ro, BO3HECs Haf, co00i1, ¥ OyIIeT CracaTbCsl CBOMM IPEXOM.
Yepsb. Kpiouok. Pri6a. UesoBek. PacrisiTiie 1 OISITh UepBb.
BoT 1 BCst MCTOpYS, ¥ HUYETO APYTOro He ObII0, CIIBIIINIID,
Tbl, YEPBb, OXOXMI1 Ha I'pMmMepa, KaK JOXKOb ITOXOX HA BO-
Iy, KaK MOpe TI0X0Ke Ha BOJY, KaK Kararolasi ¢ KpbIIin Co-
CyJIbKa MOXO0Ka Ha BOAY... Kak KUITSITOK MOXO0X Ha Bomy. O
locriogy... K yemy Bce 3TM CTpacTH, €CIu CKOPO YTpPO U
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OTISITh UCITbITaHME. .. VIl HUUero He M3MEHUTCSI HU B Ubeil ITy-
Ille, pa3e uTo CTaHeT UyTh Jo6pee SKU3Hb K APYTrOMYy, TyMaii,
IyMail Tak... JypadyoK, Tebe Beob TOKe HYKEH KPIOUOK,
MO>KHO TTOJTyMaTb, YTO ThI IPYTOiA...

Xvi

OIISITh yCITOKOWIIa ero Mysa, 160 roBOpuMOe UM IIPO-

CTO YCTaJIOCTh ¥ HEOOXOAMMOCTb MCITOBEIM, HEOOXO-

IVMOCTb BBITUIAKATBCSI, BBIKPMYATHCSI, HEOOXOmu-
MOCTb OCBOOOKIEHMSI 1 He TOJIbKO 3Ta MpaBa eCcTh B ue-
JIOBEKe, a eCcTh paboTa, eCcTh ee BepHOCTb, ¥ €CTh 3aBTpa,
KOIJla MOKHO OyHeT cheyaTh TO, [JI1 Yero TOPUI U BeJ
yTb CBOW ['pyMep, u MyCTh MOKA He Aenan OH 3TOro, U
ITyCTb BpeMsI IMPEeIIOKUT (HOPMY CYIIECTBYIONIETO B HEM,
I'pumepe, a MOKeT, He CIYUYUTCSI UM 3ITOTO, HO Ha Cero-
OHSITHUIT OeHb OHa, Mys3a, ¢ HMM, UM Ha CErOOHSIIHUIA
IleHb OHA BEPUT, UTO He 3psI MOSIBWICS OH Ha CBET GOKMIA
" He 3psI cynbba cBesia ux BMecTe. Mysa rOBOPUT Tak, YTO
MOXKHO He OTBeYaThb €ii ¥ MOKHO 3aKpbITh IVIa3a U MOCTy-
1aTh ee, yCIlOKauBasl CBOV pacKpy4yeHHbBIf MO3T, U OH
OCTAaHABJIMBAETCS MeEIJIEHHO, KaK BOJIUOK, B KOTOPOM
KOHYAeTCs ABIKeHMe, KaK OBIIbl, B KOTOPBIX HEOXXUIAaHHO
KoHumsicst Ger. Y T'pumep, o6HSIB Mysy U TOBEPHYB ee
K cebe CIIMHOI, HaUMHAEeT 3aChINaTh.

Xvii

VCTBIHHBI YJIMIIBI B 9TOT Yac, Kak OYTO CMbUI TOXKIb
SKMBBIE AYIIN, M TYJIOK KasKIbIN IIAr, Kak ygap KOJIo-
KOJIa, M ILIOKAIOT IO I'PAaHUTYy MeIHble TOIKOBKU, U
3BEHUT I'PAHUT, HO 3TO BHYTPH, & CHAPYXKM — JIOK/b, BCe
3BOHYE, HE yCIIeeIllb TOJIOBY MOTHSITh — XPSICh IO KAMHIO
M CMBIBAeT B ITOTOK. AX, IOKAM MOCAeIHUX ITlepeMeH IJTy-
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le, TVIOTHee — JyliHee AblmaTh. Hukorga TamMoKeHHUK
He YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO IIPOCTO MATU M IBIATb TSDKENO, a
Ternepb CABIIIUAT 3TO B cebe. CKOJMIBKO pa3 HOYaMU, MOCjIe
Toro kak TaMOKeHHUKOM cTajl, 6aby CBOIO, mapy CBOIO,
yepe3 HcrpiTaHue 1 Ha YXO[, ITPOBEJI, UTOObI He 3aBMCETh
OT JIIOZIeli ¥ He ObITh €10 (JIaObIM, YTOObI HE Mellaia eMy
[I0 HOYaM MeTaThCsl 110 KpoBaTu (a 3TO npuuuio ¢ Mme-
HeM — Kpu4arTb, 3a[4bIXaTbCs BO CHE ¥ IIPOCHINATHCS OT
COOCTBEHHOT'O KpUKa), — IIPOCHYJICSI TUXO, M HUKOTO, Iie-
pen KeM OOBSICHSITh YTO-TO, YTO HM OOBSICHSITH, HU He
OOBSICHUTD HeNb3sT; CKOJIBKO pa3 HoYamy 6pofwI BOT Tak
TI0 3TUM yUIaM, HO, KaskeTCsI, TOTAa NOKIM Ha Hell 6buin
TUIe. A MOXeT, BHYTPU CIIOKOJHel U Npolle, U CIbIIIHee
3BYK IIAroB B HOYM, M OTAbIXaN TaMOXXeHHUK, OAVH BO
BCeM Tropojie UMeIOLIVii IIPaBo XOAUTH I10 yaIuliaM, Koraa
eMy B rOJIOBY 3TO B30OpeJieT.

JKwit 4enioBek, ¥ IepByIo IIOJIOBVHY SKU3HM CBO€I Ipu-
XOAWI, KOTAA CYaCTAUB ObUI, B KOMHATy B JOMe, U OCTa-
BaJICSI, TI0KA IOKOM M HESKHOCTD B JIyIlle ero He MCTauBaly,
He BBITEKAJIM HapyXKy, He Oocefany Ha CTeHax KOMHAThI, U
6bUTa OHA yI0OHA, ITpeKpacHa U TMUXa. A TIOTOM BO BTOPYIO
TIOJIOBMHY XKU3HU TIPUXOAUII OH CIOJA Ke, KOTHa TSDKeNIo U
TPYIHO OBIIO YeI0BeKy, ¥ JIeUnsia ero KOMHATa U OTAaBa-
JIa B3JTOE Ha BpeMms, BO3Bpalllaia M criacaia ero. Tak u
TamoskeHHMK HOYaMM 3TUMU YTUIIAT U yTelan ceos, — a
TYT HalllJla Koca Ha KaMeHb. HeT nmokosi B HouHoM ['opofie,
U OOX[Ib, M TUIIVHA, U 1IaTX — BCE KaK paHbllle, a HeT I10-
Kos. Bce mocie Bpi6opa MHaue K HeMY ITOBEPHYJIOCH,
CJIOBHO HapylIuj OH KaKoe-TO PaBHOBECHE, a IZIe U YeM —
TIOHSTH HE MOKET. 3aiTU K KOMY-HMOYIb K CBOMM CTapbIM
3HAKOMBIM, Pa30byINUTh, U3 TeX, UTO ellle yiiesesn, KaKyo-
H1Oynb CTO BTOPYIO, IPMKAThCS K Heil U 3acHyTb? U yBU-
[IeTh, KaK KaMeHb TOUW/IbHBIV HaUMHAaeT BpallaTh KOJIECo,
MICKDBI JIETSIT U3-TI0J] HOXKa, Bce Oosibllle uX, ceifuac KOH-
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YUTCS CTalb U 6GECCMBIC/IEHHO 3aBEPTUTCS KaMeHb, HO
ycTajia pyka, KameHb — IIOIO0JaM, M HOX B CTOpOHY. U
IOXAb TAaCUT CTa/ib, U IIUIIUT OHA, U MOKPHIBAETCS CUHEe-
BOJi, ¥ KaMeHb HOTO# B BOAY, ¥ TIOTOK YHECeT ero 06I0M-
Ki... U mycTo Ha Jyiiie ¥ MepTBO...

He Hamo HMKyma MATH, YTOOBI HE MCIIBITHIBATH Jaske
MMHYTHOJ 3aBUCUMOCTY OT CBO€J TOCKU U CBOEN YesioBe-
YeCKOV IIPOILION TATU K >KMBOMY. M BepHYICS OOXOS
IIyM, IO 1Ay 3a6apabaHuiI CJIOBHO B IBEPD, €IIle CUJTh-
Hee ¥ TpoMue, 1 6OJIbIIle, ¥ KaKasl TOXKIb pasHULIa, ObLT JIn
wtang Ha TaMoXKeHHMKe U caMblii JIM TIepBbliit OH B ['opoje,
3aBUCUT JIM OT HETO KasKIbIi SKUBYILIMIA B HEM, — JIYTIUT T10
CIIMHE, TI0 JIMITY, PaBHOMYIIHO OTMOast Telo, TaK Xe paB-
HOAYIIHO, KaK CTeHbl [IOMOB, JBOpIIA, CTE€Hbl KAaHAJIOB,
JIbeTCSl B HUX U Yepe3 TOpoJ, TyIa, 3a ero Mpepesbl; 3eje-
Ha Bojia 1 enTa. TaMOo>KeHHUK CYHYJI PYKY CBOIO B BOAY, U
OHa OXTJ1a pyKy. KoHeuHO, cTo/IbKO paboThl. [T0THBI KaHa-
sipl. TTouTy 1o Kpast BOJa BPOBEHB C TPOTYyapoM OEXUT. A
Briepeny paboThI ellle O0JIbIIIE.

Kommccus paboTtaeT Kpyrible CyTKU. JITabopaHTKa PyKy
B pacTBOp omycTwmia, 60yb yTuxaa. Ycrmokomacs u Tamo-
SKEHHUMK, B UYeM-TO BOT Takasi 60Jib ymoOHa, OTBJIEKAET,
TIOKaTyii, maske Oojbine, ueM 6ab6a. TaMOKEHHUK BCTaJ,
TOJIOXKUJT CBOIO PYKY 3a CIMHY IISThAECAT MATON, PYKY,
KOTOpasi pyuKy Touusa Aepxkaaa, BCIIOMHMI, XMbIKHYJT; Ta
CTOUT Tiepel HUM — €ero /10 KOHUYMKOB TajblieB U TIO
CTyskOe, 1 1Mo Apykbe, — U He 3HAET, UTO AejaTh; MHOIIA
TamoyxeHHUK ee MorJj1aguT, a MHOrAga noCMOTPUT, YXMbI-
JIbHETCS ¥ yOApUT HAOTMalllb — He CWIbHO, YTOOBI He
ymaja... BoT 1 cTOUT OHa, He 3Hasl, YTO CErofHs. A HUYe-
ro, He yoapui, He TOTJIaiu, TOJIbKO POT B YXMBbIIKe, KaK
3apkaB/ieHHbIE JIBEPY, B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI MOTO3 — UJIN.
U onsTh B Kpeciao — AoApeMaTh [0 yTpa, 61aro vac 1o
Hauasa oyepeaHoro ['prmepoBa UCIIBITAHUS U OCTACS.
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Xvin

a 4yac 10 UCITbITAaHMS CITUT I'puMep, U CHUTCS eMy, UTO He

MOYKET OH MTPOCHYTBCSI, U MYJaAeTCs], Y CTYIUTCS B [IBEPD,

" ObETCS TOJIOBOIA, IOTOMY UTO €My Ha/io TIPOCHYTHCS U
YTO OH TOJIbKO Ha MTHOBEHbE 3a0bUI, KaK 3TO JENTaeTcs, HO
ceifyac BCIIOMHUT, M YTO 3TO OH OT COIPOTMBIIEHMS KU3HU
3a0bLT Bce. A eMy Hazio, 06513aTe/IbHO HAfIo, IOTOMY UTO OH
MOKET OMo37aTh Ha KOMMCCHIO, M HE YCITeeT MPOTHU UCTIbI-
TaHKe, M HUKOTIA He Y3HAeT, uTo ke OyneT manbire. A Mysa
y)Ke MPOCHY/Iach ¥ BCKOUM/IA, CMOTPUT Ha HETO, KaK ObeTCst
OH, TIBITASICh TPOCHYTHCS, ¥ OYIUT, U €r0 1O IeKaM 6beT, U
BOZY JIET, U YKe TIPUIIUIA 32 HYM, 1 elle GOJIbIle HaBCTpeuy
Myse I'pumep pBeTcsl U3 CHA. Y>Ke BABOEM C IPUILEIIIUM
Tpsicer My3a I'pumepa. Tonbko 661 He 3TO, TOMBKO ObI He 3a-
6omen I'pumep CHOM, U TOrJA BCe, BCe, BCe 3PSl — M OHA, U
yaaua, ¥ K13Hb, TOJIBKO 6bI He 3a60sen. CtouT Mysa Ha Ko-
JIEHSIX TIEPE HUM U TUIAYET, U Y3Ke XpUruT [pumep, yxe cam
KPYTUTCS, KaK Tepepe3aHHbIil I0I0jaM YepBb, Kak OyaTo
BOT-BOT CPACTeTCs, BCe CUIbHEE CyA0pora, — BOH U3 TOTO
MPOK/ISITOTO CHA! — ¥ HUYETO He MOKET caeaTh. TOJbKO
M3BMBAETCSI BECh, TAM, BHYTPU U CHAPYKU... V1 OCTaHOBMIIACh
Mysa, ¥ BbITEpJIa IJ1a3a, ¥ BbITHA/IA MIPUIIIEANIEro 3a [pume-
poMm. Jleraa K mpUMepY, U OGHSUIAa €ero Kperko, ¥ cHavasa
BMeECTe C HUM CTajia M3BMBAThCSI Ha IOy, & TIOTOM OJI0JIeNa,
HEe3aMeTHO, He3aMeTHO YTUX/IM OHU. U cTajia 11eJI0BaTh €ro,
KOTJ]a OCTAHOBMUJIOCH TEJIO €T0, M CTaJia IJIafUTh €ro, Kak va-
cro T'pumep rmagmi ee, CTaja TOBOPUTH eMy, Kak ['pumep
TOBOPWJI €/ CBOM HEITOHSITHbIE peul.

«Ec/ THI caM CTOMIIb y cebst Ha Jopore — 6poch CBOe
TeJMo cobakam — MM OyAeT KCTaTu KyCOK A0GPOBOIBHOTO
Mmsca.

A caMm — uau ganblie...
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Ecnimn mopora yrpercsi B CTeHy, He CIOpPb CO CTEHO,
pasbeit paBHOZYIIIHO TEJIO O KaMeHb.

A cam — uau ganplie.

Ecnm 3emiia pasBanutcs MO HOraMM U BeTEP pacceeT
TBOE Pa3bUTOe TeJ0 BMECTe C 3eMJIel0, CMUPUCH Teper,
3TOW CUJIOMN.

A cam — uau ganplie.

Ecsut TBI cam cToMIIb y ce6s Ha Iopore...»

U ycnpian I'pumep 3HaKOMble peun, KOTOpble KPUBO
MIPOTUCHY/IUCH B COH U, TIepeIyTaB CMbICJI, YJIETUCh B TO-
JIOBe, KaKk cobaka, HaleaIas JoM, KaK KOIIKa ITocjie Map-
TOBCKOJ JOJITO¥ OTTYUKMU.

U ounysncsa I'pumep, U MOHS, UTO ABEPb Iepell HUM He
IBepb, a CTEHKA, YTO BCEro JuIlb MOXO0Xa Ha ABepb, HO
YTO U He HaJl0 TOJKAThb IIEUOM, OUTHCSI TOJIOBOI, a IMpo-
CTO CHejiaTh IIar BIIPaBO MM BAE€BO WM TOBEPHYTbCS
Hasajd, ¥ Thl cBoOomeH. U yBupen ['pumMep, UyTO He OOMH
CTOUT TepeJ, KyCKOM CTeHbl, IPUHMMAaeMOii 3a JBepb, U
KPUKHYJI OH: OTOWAUTEe, PSNOM BbIXOA. M1 HMKTO He MoO-
CJTYIIIaJT €T0, IIOTOMY UTO TJTYXY GBIV JIIOMIA.

— Jla mocMoTpuTe, 3TO Ke cTeHa! — KPUKHYI OH BTO-
poit pas, ¥ CTaJ OTTACKMBATh CTOSIIIMUX BOJIM3MU €T0, U YBU-
Ies, KaK CTOSIIMe YUEemUIUCh KaXIblii 38 CBOIO [IBEPb,
MMOTOMY YTO 6OSTUCH ITyCTOTHI U CBOOOBI, U He cMmor ['pu-
Mep OTOPBaTh UX, U KOTa OTOIIeJI OH, IJTyx1e yaaphl Iie-
yoM ycibliian 'pumep. BoT Tak ske M OH, HUYEro He BUJS,
6wics 6b1 B CTEHY BCIO JKM3Hb, ecy Obl He Mysa. U oH
cAenan mar B CTOPOHY.

Ha st MunyT onospain I'pumep Ha paboty. Ho passe
KTO 3aMeTWlI eMy 3TOT MYCTSK, KOTOpbIii ApPyromy MoOr
crouThb Yxona. TosbKO Korja mpuiiiesi, TaMokeHHMKa O1-
J1a Apokb. TaMOkeHHUK creniua. TaMoXeHHUK 3Hal To,
4yTo He 3Hamu ppyrue. Cpok 3Han TaMOKeHHUK, M OH UC-
TeKaJl 3aBTpa.



[MABA TPETbA

OMEPALIVA

aBTpa — 3TO ellle POCKOILIb. 3aBTpa — 3TO ele LieJbli

IeHb U Liesasi HOYb, JXU3Hb MPOXXUTh MOXKHO IO 3aB-

Tpa, ¥ yMepeTh yCIeTb MOXXHO 10 3aBTpa. Ho, ¢ gpyroii
CTOPOHBI, KAK HM MHOTO B OJIMH JIeHb HAaBaJIUTCS, a MPO-
XOJIUT >Ke OH, a M03aAy CTOJBbKO CHOeNIaHO, UTO MHOMY Ha
€ero Bek ObI XBaTuy0. TOJIbKO He AyMaii, UTO eciM BpeMeH!
Majio, YTO-TO CKOMKAaTb, YTO-TO MPOMYCTUTb MOKHO, HU-
KOMY TIOTOM He OOBSICHUIID, CTPOSI TOM, UYTO BPpeMEH! Ha
KpbILTy He XBaTaso. JIIoAM XUTh MO/DKHBI, @ Thl CIIM He
CITM, BBIJIOKMCh BECh HA 3TOT JOM U MCTPATh CeOsl, XOTb
BCIO CBOIO XXM3Hb, a JOM IOHail ¥ C Kpbllllei, M B CPOK,
YyTOObI IBEPU HE CKPUIIENN, CISIIUX He OYIMUIN, YTOOBI
KPEeIKO CIaju CIisye. A JOXIb cebe e U me, M CyX0
OGBUIO OBI HAZl TOJIOBOI XOTS ObI B TBOEM OME.

VYenenu I'pumep v TamoskeHHMK, HE CKOMKAJIU, BCE TIPO-
LUK, OOVH — OPYIUM IIpOIIesI, a APYyro cam. Bee, 4To >km-
BOro B I'puMepe elie 6GbIIO, Kak cobaka SI3bIKOM CIM3ala,
CTOMT OH — IJIa3a SICHbIE, CITOKOJHbIE, PYKU TOUYHbBIE, OOJIbIIIE
He IPOsKaT, BBEPXY CBET, B pyKaX CKaJIbIIe/b HE IIEJIOXHETC,
Kak OYyITO He B MajibliaX, a B TMCKAX 3a)KaT, a TUCKMU C Bep-
CTaKOM 3a0[HO, @ BEPCTAaK B 3€MJII0 BPOC U C Hel KPYTUTCSL.

Jlexxut niepen I'pumepom Crosumii-Han-Bcemu. Ha
ctone. Teyio MO TPyAb 6eoil TKaHbIO OT IJIa3 CIIPSITaHo,
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BUAHA TOJIbKO rojioBa. Kakas oHa, Ha caMoOM Jejie Heus-
BECTHO, He C YeM CPaBHMBATb — HM TOJIOBBI, HU JINIIA Ta-
Kkoro I'pumep OTponsich He Bumen. TOMbKO KaXeTcsl eMy,
YTO OTPOMHE} OHa JI000J YeJloBeuecKoii, a BOT JINIO U
CpPaBHUTH He C YeM, HE JINIO 3TO BOBCE, a TOJIbKO MaTepu-
a JjIs1 IMIa, B3OYBILMIACS, BCITYXIINiT, Kak 6YATO He orle-
pailuio eMy JiejiaTb HaZo, a 3aHOBO COTBOPUTh. Ciyumch
3TO IO MCIIBITAHWUSI, — OT OJHOTO CBOEro BOOGPa’KeHMS
comen 6b1 ¢ yma ['pumep, BLenmics 6bl B Iogo6me aBepu,
¥ HUKaKMMM CWIamMy OT Hee u My3e ObI He oTOpBaTh ['pu-
Mepa, a Temnepb, MOJOXM Iepern HMM bora, mogHuUMeT
CKaJIbITeJIb ¥ KaK MalllHa Heo6XOAMOe ¥ BO3MOXKHOE OT
«@» o «s» mpouepTuT. Ho pemmmMocTh peliMMOoCTbI0, TO-
TOBHOCTb TOTOBHOCTbBIO, & HET 3HAHMUS, U TTO3TOMY OCTO-
poxxeH ['pumep.

Hanpes — cBepxy. MemienHo. Heriry6oko. Uto 3a uepr,
ONHY JVHUIO MPOBEJ, BCEro JiBa KBaApaTa KOXM CHSUJI, a
maTtepuast Ijisl Iulia yske UHbIM eMy BUAMM, UTO-TO HeyJIo-
BMMOe, HO 3HaKOMoOe MeJbkHy/0. ['onoBy 'pumep Hak/Io-
HIJI TIOHIKe, U OTISITh BCe Tponasio. Eme Haapes, Tam Obl,
rfie I1asy ObITh, KBAAPaT BBEPX — U HAJO Ke, ITO, CKaJIbITe-
JieM poroBuiia MpoBMIeach U OMsITh, KOT/IA Jie3Be BbIHYII,
okanack. OctopokHo. Eiie octopoxkHee. [TnHieT. Hagpes.
Yros NpuUIOAHST; TakK U eCTb, poroBuiia. OueHb XOPOIIIO,
Ternepb CAeAyIONIii KBaApaT, YyThb BbIllle, — TOBOJIbHO. JTO
y>Ke BeKo. Terneps kBagpat Hwke. Hety I'pumepa — Bech OH
Ha KoHuMKe jie3Busi. Hamo ke, ¢ mepBoro pasa yragas OKo.
Bot ato ymaua. CriokoriHo. lllens Ha nuie OTKpbUIaCh, U
I'pumepy MoKa3an0Ch, UTO HAPYKY BBINUIM CJI0Ba — Kakue
oHn? OH He y3HAJI, HO CMBIC/I X OB ITOHATEH eMy. Heob-
XOIMM TlepepbIB. I'pyMepy Ka3aaoch, YTO OH TOJIBLKO Havall,
¥ MOT paboTaTh He OCTaHaBIMBAsICh, M MOT CIeJIaTh ceifuac,
B CJIE[IYIOIIYI0 MMHYTY UTO-TO BaskHOe, IyiaBHOe. Ho 31ech
Jlexxammii neped, HUM ocTaics CTOSIIIMM-HaA-HUM, JaKe
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B 9Ty MUHYTY. ['pMMep OTOIIIeI, TIOJOXKMUT 6ePEsKHO CKasTb-
1esib. T1OMbITaNCS BCIIOMHUTD — YTO K€ 3a CJI0BA YCIIBIIIAI
OH, ¥ He BCIIOMHWI HU OmHOrOo. M TYT ke MOYYBCTBOBAJI,
YTO yCTaJj, UTO He ITPOIIIeI ellle BUepaliHuii IeHb, 4To dhu-
3UYECKY OH TIepellesT ero TPaHnily, a Aylla, MbICJIU, COCTO-
sTHMe, OIIyIeHMe ellle TaM, IJle CErogHs HACTYIIUT TObKO
3aBTpa, ¥ TOJIbKO 3aBTPa OH BO3bMET CKaJIbIIeNb B PYKU, U
npubmsuTcss K CTosmeMy-Ha-HUM, W CAENAeT TepBbIi
Hagpes. JKuBelib TaMm, rae Tebe 60/bHEE, TJIaBHEE KUTh,
IJie BaskHee, a CHapy>XKM — TaM, TJIe Tbhl XOIUIIb, T1e pabo-
Taelllb, T/Ie Pa3rOBapMBAEllb, ITle CBSI3aH 00SI3aHHOCTSIMM,
3a6oTamu c 1esbiM MupoM. Cuaut I'pumep B Kpeciie, HOTU
BBITSIHYJI, HOCKM BPO3b, KaK CTPEJIKM BECOB, — TO CXOJISITCS,
TO pacxomsaTcs. VI IUI0 CITOKOIHO, ¥ PYKM HETIOABVIKHBI, a
OIIyIIEHMEe TaM, BO BYepa, KOTOpPOe Ha CaMOM [ienie U
€CTb — CEroIHsI.

eJ1 JOXKIb, ¥ 6bIJI0 OECKOHEYHBIM II0JIe, ITYCTOe, KaK

MpaMOpHasl CTeHa, U He 6bUI0 BUIHO JMHUM TOPU-

30HTa, ¥ He cpas3y MoHsa ['pumep, UTO He 3HAET,
KyIa UOTH, ¥ YTO eMy HeueM YKPbITh TeJIO, ¥ UTO eMy He-
Yero ecTh, a OH rojofeH. CHavasa ObUIO OIIyIIEHMe, UTO
TeJ0 MHaye YyBCTBYeT AOKOb, UTO MaJblLibl IepecTaan
OIIYIIATh BOAY ¥ BJIary, a HOTY C TPYAOM ITOAMMUPAIOT TEJIO
i OHO TSDKeJIO /ISl HUX, — TaK, ObIBaeT, UeJI0BeK, B3SABIINIL
HEeIIOMEepHYIO HOIIY Ha IIeYy CBOM, MIET Ha IOATMOaro-
HIMXCST HOTaX ¥ TIOHMMAET: ellle HeCKOJIbKO METpOB, 1 Bce,
MIPUAETCS OMYCTUTH ITY HOIIY, 8 BOKPYT HMKOIO HET, UTO-
ObI TTIOMOYb ITOTOM IIOLHSITh €e Ha ILJIeuM, a HOoIlla 3Ta —
sku3Hb. HO 60/bllIasg 4yacThb JOPOTM I03aAi, 3eCh ObLIO
yeM [AbIIIaTh, 34eCh HUKTO He Mellas eMy, M Briepeay 6bi-
y1a pabora u Mysa. 1 onsitb 6eckoHewHO Tanimics ['pumep,
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6e3 moporu, IoIepek Iojs, Biepen. Ho Bcemy GbIBaeT
KOHell, ¥ CujaM, M >KeJaHuIo, U Tipedeny. Jaxke Te, KTO
3aUTpbIBAEeTCsl, TTOBUCHYB HAaJ MpOMNacThlo, CHavyaja Ha
IBYX pyKax, 4TOObI yIMBUTH CBOMM OGeccTpaiieM COITyT-
CTBYIOIIMX MM, TIOTOM — Ha OJHO, a ITOTOM, youpast OnyH
3a OPYIMM 4YeThipe TaJiblia, JOXOOAT OO pybexka, Ioce
KOTOPOTO HeTy CUJI MaJibI[bl BEPHYTh Ha IliepIliaBoe TeIio
KaMHSI, ¥ OHM JIETSIT BHU3, B MTHOBEHME MeXIy OIllylile-
HMEM JIMXOi 6e30IMacHOCTM U MaJieHMeM OCO3HaBasl CBOe
Benmume u 6eccmeptie. Ho I'puMep He 3aurpbIBascs, mMo-
9TOMY OfHA pyKa, AepskaBIias JOOGPOBOIBHO TEJNO, IPO-
IojpKasia CTYXUTh €My, KOT/ia, jieska Ha pacKucIei, mpo-
IIMTAaHHOM BOJO U I'Psi3bl0, HEAABHO BCIIAXaHHOI 3eMIIe,
OH IIPUIIOTHSIICS YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETD TEIepb ysKe He BIie-
pen, a BOKpYT cebsi. VI yBuzes, 4To He OOVH OH: SKeHIIMHBI,
IeTH, CTapUKM M MY>KUMHBI, TEJIaMM [TOXOXKME Ha AeTei, U
OJIMHAKOBO MCCOXIINM ObUIM JIUIIA UX, Y OOMHAKOBO T'OJIOA-
HbI 1 6e33alIUTHBI OBIIN IJ1a3a UX, KOTOMIWINChH BO3JIE, B
3TOM 4epHOM MecuBe. VI oHu y3Hanu I'pumepa u Crosns-
JIUCh K HeMy. U 6/1vKe BCex MOAII0N3/Ia CTapyxa, HOCMOT-
peJia Ha Hero CBOMMM MEPTBBIMU, HE3PSIUUMU GeTbMaMu,
obIapmia ero CBOMMY MEPTBBIMMU, XOJOIHBIMU IMaJbIia-
MU, TTOmHSUIa 6eibMa K He6y ¥ CKasajia paBHOAYIIHO: «JTO
On». U Bce 06pamoBainch, Kak MOXKET 00paoBaThCS ye-
JIOBEK C pPaclopOThIM KMBOTOM, KOTAA eMy TTOKa3aau ero
3I0POBOT0 PO30BOTENIOTO pebeHKa... VI omsATh 3aKOIMOIIN-
JIOCh T10Jie, ¥ BOT OKOJIO I'puMepa okasajcsl CTapuk, M OH
MIPOTSIHYJT €My 3aBSI3aHHBIN B IPSI3HBIN JTOCKYT XJ1eb U Ky-
COK HEXXKHO-PO30BOTO Msica.

— Ha, emp, — cKasan cTapuk, — Mbl KOauu Te6st, MbI
BepWIN B Tebs1, ¥ ThbI IIPUILIEST K HAM.

U mocmoTtpen BOKpyr I'pumep, u yBumen 6Ge3yMHbIe
IeTCKMe Ty1a3a, KOTOpbIe CMOTPEIN Ha XJ1ed U Ha MSICO, U
CJ1e3bl TEKIIU 110 MX MOPILMHUCTBIM CTapbIM JIUIAM, U TI0-
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MOTaj rosoBoit ['puMep, XOTS OH yXke CuUeNl Ha 3emiie U
B pyKax ero 6bumi Xjae6 u MsICO, a PTOM, ITOIHSIB T'OJIOBY
K HeGY, OH JIOBWI CTPYIO JOKMS, UTOObI YTOMUTh SKaXKIY.
Bcio kM3Hb MPOKUBIINIA TIOJ BEYHBIM JOXIEM, TOJIbKO
3[Iech OH ITOHSUI, KaKoe 3TO 6J1aro, 1 YKacHYJICSI, KaK MOT
3a6bITh OH, YTO JOXAb — 3TO BOZAA. U OMITH MMOKayas ro-
JIoBO# I'pumep u ckasain:

— Baiim ety rooaHbI, ¥ BaM caMMM Heuero ecTb. — OH
He MOT B3STh MOC/IegHEe y TeX, KTO caM yMMpaeT OT T0JIo-
nOa... — U xonoma, — cKasai eMy CTapyK, CTAlU/I KJIeeHKY C
IUIed CBOMX M MpOTsHYA ['pumepy. — Mbl 3HaIM, 4YTO ThI
IIOJDKEH TIOSIBUTBCSI Cpely Hac, M Mbl IIPUTOTOBWIN emy U
oneskny Tebe. M ThI He CMOTPM Ha HAC, HA HAIIM I71a3a, U Te-
JIa, ¥ Ha JIeTeil HallMX, Thl JOJDKEH OTIIPABUTBHCSI IaJIbIIle,
KyZa MbI 3HaeM JOpPOTY ¥ HMKOTJA HE CMOKEM JIOITH, HO,
€CJIU ThI BO3bMEIITh BCE, UTO €CTh Y HAC, ThI TOMIEIIIb.

— He o6manm Hac, Thl 00513aT€IbHO JODKEH JONTH, —
CKasajia cTapyxa, 1 ee 6ejbMa OISITh YCTaBWINCh Ha HETO,
U OH YBUJIeJI pafiOCTh B JINIIe ee.

— Ho Begp Bbl ympeTe 37eCh, U 1 HUUEM He CMOTY T10-
MOYb BaM...

— Ia-ma, Mbl yMpeM 3/1eCb, I Thl HUUEM He MOXelllb
IIOMOYb HaM, HO TbI JIOiIeIlb, M MbI JOJIeM TOOO, 1 3TO
OUYeHb BasKHO JIJISI HAc. ATO BaskHee, MOKET ObITh, UEM Ja-
sKe TONTU CaMUM.

— Ho 1 He mory, — ckasai I'pumep.

— Ecim Mbl Memaem Tebe, MbI OTIIONI3€M B CTOPOHY,
HO HaM TaK XOTeJIOCh XOTsI 6bI TOOOI CheCTb TO, UTO B Py-
Kax y Te6s1, TO, YTO MbI cOeperin, oxkumast Teos.

Hukax, 1 HM4eM, M HUKOTJa, ¥ HUKOMY ObI I'puMep He
MOT OOBSICHUTD, TIOYEMY OH BBIITOJIHWJI TO, UTO IPOCUIIN
oHu. Ho OH, cuas moj, JoXIeM B OKPY>KeHUM CMOTPSIIINX
Ha Hero, ej U IUlakaJ, M NOXOb U CJie3bl, CMeIIMBasICh
Ha lIeKax ero, Tekau Ha 3emiro. U Bugen I'pumep, Kak
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YMUpaIX JEeTH, KOTOPBIX MaTepyu MepKalu B OCIa0IIMX
pyKax CBOMX, ¥ YMMUpalM MaTepu Ha I/1a3ax ero, u pa-
JTOCTHBI ObUTU JIUTIA UX, U HAYMHAIM MHAUYe CMOTPETD IJa-
3a €ro, ¥ OH YBUJEJ, UTO CTapyXa ¢ 6ebMaMu, YTO Gblia
CYacTaMBa MPUXOLY ero, — JeBOouKa, a CTapuK, KOTOPbIi
obemian UM mpuxom I'puMepa U KOTOPBI eqMHCTBeHHbI
3Has BpeMs npuxona ['pumepa 1 HeOTBPaTUMOCTb IPUXO-
[la ero, — IOHOIIA.

— TslI He cracewrb Hac, — ckasaia ['pumepy 0HoWIA, —
HO Thl MHaue OyIellb BUAETh TeX, KTO OYIeT OKpYXaTb
Tebs TaM, KyJa Mpuaelib. Thl ¥ OHU CaMM IOMYT 3TO, U
Tebe He HY)KHO Oy[IeT rOBOPUTH 000 BCeM, OHU IepeMe-
HSTCS ¥ CTaHYT 3a HAaC CYacTAMBee Hac.

N xorpa yxomuin I'pumep, dyepHoe I0Jie IO, CTPYSIMU
IOX[IS ellle KOMOUIMIOCh UM HECKOJbKO PYK IOILHSJIUCDH
B BO3[yXe, UTOOBI [IOMaxaTh eMy BCJIe[], ¥ OJHa pyKa BCe
HEeIOJBIVDKHO yKa3blBaia Tyna, Kyaa uen ['pumep. U yBu-
IleHHOoe, U xJIeb, U MSCO OKMBMIM ['puMepa HOTM HeC/Iu
€ro Kpernko " 6bICTPO, BIepeny BMeCTO MPOCTOpa OH BU-
IleJl T/1a3a JeTei, CMOTPEeBIIMX Ha €ro PyKu, B KOTOPBIX
6bUTM MSICO U XJ1eb, M Ha ero POT, KOTOPhI ABUTAJICS U
pa3skeBbIBAJI PA3MOKIIMIA Xy1e6 ¥ HEXXHO-pO30Boe Msico. U
YTO-TO MEHSJIOCh B Ayllle YejioBeka, ¥ 30pye CMOTpPeIn
rj1as3a B OTBET, IOTOMY UYTO MX IJla3aMy OH HauMHal BU-
IIeTh 3eMJTI0, & MHOTO IJ1a3 BUIST JaJiblile U O0Jblile, YeM
camasi ImpeKpacHasl rapa.

OH YBMIeJ BHepeny 3ejieHblil JIYT, Ie KOHYalach
10JIoca JOXKIS, U COJIHIIE CBETUJIO TaM, U OH YBUAEN
KpacuBbIe TIaThsl MY>KUMH U SKeHILMH, U YBUJIE 3Be-
peii, KOTOpble MUPHO UTPajy C HUMMU, M YCKOPWI IIaru
I'pumep, MOTOMY YTO He TaK Y>X MHOTO ITpOILes X MOXKHO
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9TUX JIIOJIeli TTOMPOCUTDH TTOMOYb CBOMM OpaThsIM, OCTaB-
IIMMCST TaM, 10, AOKIEeM, Ha BCIIaXaHHOM I10JIe, ¥ TIOUTU
6eskanm I'puMep, HACKOJIbKO MOKET OekaThb 4YeOBEK IIO
OCTpbIM KaMHSIM BBepx, II0 OTBECHO} rope, Bce Gimke
OHU, U YK€ IIPUTOTOBMUJ CJIoBa I'puMep, KOTOpbIe co6epyT
JIIoMIeit, ¥ OHY, HabpaB xye6a ¥ TeIIoi OmeXKIbl, IPUIYT
K IOCJaBIIMM €ero, U TOT[Aa OKaXYTCs He HaIlpacHbIMU
OXMIAaHbe UX U Bepa B Mpuxop ero. Emne 6mmke mpubiam-
3ucs ['pumep u yoemuscst, 4To ry1asa IMOUYTHU He TTOABEeN
€ro: KEHIIMHBI ObLIM MOJIOIbI M TPEKPACHBI, MY>KUMHbI
JIETKOHOTM U CTPOIHBI, & 3Bepy KPYIIHbI, MOPOAUCTHI U
moryun. I TonbKo ofiHOTO He pasmisigen ['pumep usmane-
Ka: 3Bepu He UTpaIM C JIOAbMU, OHU MOefaau UX, U TO,
yTO GBUIO UTPOI U3HaNeKa, 0Kas3aaoch youiictBom. OguH
3Bepb, 3aMETUB IIPUIIEAIIEro, 6pOCUIICS K HEMY, CMEIITHO
TTOAKMIBIBAST 3aJHME HOTU U M3Tubast 6apXaTHYIO MSITHU-
CTYIO CIIHY, ¥ HaIlepepes eMy MEeTHYJ/IOCh OeJloe TIaThe.

— Mysa! — kpuxnyn I'pumep.

JKeHniMHa mocMoTpesia He Hero, u I'pumep yBupen,
YTO 3TO COBCeM He Mysa, HO OHa, yBuaesa I'pumep, 6bl1a
TOI, KOTOpast ObljIa Hy;kHA eMy U 6oJiee MMpeKpacHa, Yem
My3a. 1 oH noHsu1: 9T0 6bL1a cynbba ero u K Heit OH Ies
CIofia, 13-3a Hee MOrmoJIM IO B UePHOM I0JIe, — YTOObI
criactu ero, I'pumepa. M oH 6pocwiics K KeHIIMHE U He
ycren 1o6ekaTh 10 Hee, KaK 3Bepb, JIATIOl yIapuB ee, Iie-
pe6usT MO3BOHOYHMK UM IBYMS yoapamMu KJIbIKOB Ipodec-
CMOHAJIBHO U JIOBKO OTCTPUT €Ji TOJIOBY U IOKaTUII ee Iie-
pen coboil, CMEeNTHO MOAKMUIbIBAS 331 — ISITHUCTBIN, 6ap-
XaTHBIN U KPYIJIbIiA... A TE€I0 OCTaJ0Ch U3BMBAThLCS Ha 3e-
JIEHOV TpaBe, ¥ KpacCHbIE TISITHA JIET/IM Ha OeJioe IIaThe, U
I'pumep mombeskasn K Heii, 6pocuics Ha Hee, OGHSIT ee, U
OHO, TejI0, CTUXJIO TIOf, er0 pyKaMu, YCITIOKOMUJIOCh U 3a-
mepisio. Torma I'pumep, MOOHSB HaZ TOJIOBOM TSKEJbIA
KaMeHb, OpOCMUJICSI Ha 3Bepeit, M, KOTrJa 3Bepy, OCTAaBUB
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CBOM CTpalllHble UTPYIIKM, Becesao MOKYyChIBasl APYT Apyra
OpocICh B POITY, CTOSIIIYIO Ha Kparo 1oiist, I'pumep 1mo-
HSUI, 9YTO 3TO JIeTH 3Bepeii, CMellHble, Becesbie, JOOpPO-
IyIIHbIe M Ge3KaJIOCTHbIE B CBOEiI HAaMBHOCTM, KakK Bce
netn. U eme noHs1 'puMep, 4TO HEKOTO 3BaTh MIOMOTaTh
OCTaBIIMMCSI B UepPHOM T10J1e. [10/iro TpyAWICS OH pyKaMu,
HOTTSIMM M OCTPbIM KaMHEM, TSDKeJIO Komasl TIy6OKYIo
SIMY, UTOOBI TIOJIOKUTh TYHA JIeKaIllMX Ha I10JIe ¥ BMeCTe
C UX TOJIOBamMM 3aKpbITh 3emieii. [Tociequent I'pumep 1o-
JIOKMUJT CBOIO CyIbOY, TaK M He CyMeB MPWIAAUTh K Tey
TOJIOBY. 3Bepyu ObLIM, HABEPHOE, TPABOSITHbIE, OHM HE IH-
TIMUCh YeJIOBEUYMHOM, IJISI HUX YOUiiCTBO OBLIO 3a6aBOiA.
BoIpoc xo0M, KOTOpblii ['puMep pa3pOBHSII, YTOOBI MOJTY-
YWICS POBHBIN KBagpaT, MOXOXMII Ha JlOM, 3aKOHYMI,
TIPUJIOKUIICS TyOaMuM K 3emiie, TIOIPOLIAJICS C Heil, Mof-
HSUJICS M TIOIIesT fasibliie... M B ra3ax ero K rja3amM 4yepHo-
rO MoJjist IMpMUbaBWIMCh IJIa3a 3eJIEHOTO JIyra U IJlasa ero
e€IMHCTBEHHO JII0OMMOJ, KOTOPYIO OH BUAET U JTIOOWUIT Of-
HO MTHOBeHbe. U elle MJIOTh Teja, KOTOPOE Terepb sKUI0
B ero Teje... Ho 3To 6bIJI0 TOJIBKO HAUalIo JOPOTHU, M OHO
OBIJIO paeM IT0 CPAaBHEHMIO C TEM, YTO OH BUAE ITOTOM.

v

6bLI0 paeM BpeMsl, Korpa ['pumep mobpascs Ko cBoe-

ro 'opoja u cTan cTydaTh B JjoMa, B KOTOPBIX XXWJIN

€ro MalMeHTbl, KOTOpble ObUIM 00SI3aHbI €My CBOMM
OyIyIIMM M HACTOSIIIMM, M OHY BBILIUIA Ha YIUILY, He y6o-
SBIIUCH TOXKIS U 3aKOHA He COBMpaThCsl, 1 ObUIM TOOPHI, U
KMBaJIM TOJIOBAMM B OTBET HA ITPOCHOBI €r0 O TOMOIIYU
OCTaBIIMMCSI B UepHOM I10Jie, ¥ TIOOHSUIM €ro, BepOsITHO,
YyTOOBI IOMOYb €MY, M BCE BMECTE MOJYA U JIPY’)KHO OT-
HeCIu Ha mowmanpb nepen Homom. Jla-Aa, OHM corJialia-
JINCh C HUM, YTO UATU HY>KHO ceifdac u HeMenjieHHO. OHu
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JIACKOBO CMOTpeJ/iM Ha Hero, XeHIMHbBI TIaAUIN ero BoJIO-
Cbl, MY>KUMHBI Aep>Kaiu HaJ, HUM KpbUIbSl CBOMX ILIALIEN,
MOTOMY 4TO Ha I'puMepe Oblia sKajKasi KieeHKa, KoTopast
TOUTHK He cracajga OT AOXKIs, a MoKa MalMeHThbl CorJalia-
JINCh C TIPaBOTOM >KejmaHui ['pumepa, BOCXUIIAINUCH €TO
6/71aTOPOMICTBOM, YaCTh M3 HUX yKe IoGbIBasa B Jfome u
TpuHecaa OTTyAa OTPOMHBIN PYJIOH TKaHU [Jis TUIAllein.
OHM pacTSHY/IM 9Ty TKaHb BBICOKO HA YETHIPEX CTOIOAX, U
cpasy IOoXIOb MpeKpaTwics Haja HUMM, OH Tajaja CIpasa,
CJIeBa, BIlepenu, C3aay, HO Tam, rjae ObUIM IMalMeHThl U
I'pumep, 65110 cyx0, U ['puMep mogyMast, YTo 3TO IIpeay-
CMOTPUTEBLHO U 3TOT HaBeC MPUTOAUTCS TeM, KOTO Tpu-
HeCyT 13 YepHOro IoJIsl Ha CBOMX CUMJIbHBIX PyKax ero Ia-
mueHTbl. OH 00pamoBaJICs, UTO YK€ HAvyajaoCh CIIACEeHMe
TeX, KTO IOC/Ia ero. M oH yabIGHY/ICS U BBITEP BOJY C BO-
JIOC, TVIOTHO MPMsKMMas Majblibl K TeMEeHU, M BoJa TOJu-
JIach TIO JIMITY, ¥ CTa/IX SICHBIMM IJ1a3a ero, U TyT yBUIem
I'puMep, UTO OH OKPYKeH TeM XJaMOM, KOTOPbIii OfHA-
SKObI OH BUIeN B mojBaie Jloma, — 0GJIOMKaMM CTapbIxX
KpeceJ, CTy/IbeB, CTOJIOB, 30JI0UEHBIX paM, BCe 3TO I'yCTO
TIOJIMBAJIM YEPHOM TYCTOM >KUIKOCTHIO, HEIIPUSITHBIN 3a-
Max ygapuia B Hoc. YybIOKa mcyessna c ryo I'pumepa, a ma-
LIMEeHTHI yKe BCTaBaau Ha Tuleuu APYT K APYTY, U MOTHU-
manu I'pymMepa Bce Bblllie U BbIlIe, M TaM, B BbICOTe, TIPU-
moTanu ['puMepa KpenKo-HaKPenKo BAaKHBIMU OT JOXKIS
BepeBKaMM K KaMeHHOMY CcToi6y. KameHb He GOUTCS OT-
Hs. CpIpble BepeBKM Kakoe-TO Bpems TOxe. IIpmBsizanu
IIJIST TOTO, YTOOBI HE YIIaj OH, He COPBAJICS ¥ MOT BUIETb
BOKPYT KaK MOKHO O0JIbIlle U Jabllle, ¥ TTIOTOM OCTaBUJIN
€ro, CIejiaB 3TO CIIpaBeIJIMBOE U IoOpoe meno, ubo Ta-
HMIUTBCST KYIAa-TO, Criacast OJgOOHbIX cebe, PUCKYS TOTUO-
HYTb CAMMM — KaKoil B 9TOM pe30H. A UTOObI OH HE CMY-
Iaa Jiofleit, BHU3Y BCIIBIXHYJI KOCTep, TIaMs MaxHYJIO
KpbUIbSIMUM U 3aKpbUIo U ['pumepa, u xjiam, U yepHas KO-
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MOTh yIOapwia B ILIEHTP HaBeca M OH MIHOBEHHO MCUe3
B TOM MeCTe, TJie YAapwiIo IUIaMs, U JOKIb, KOTOPBIV ObLT
BCECWIEH B 3TU MMHYTBI MTE€pe]], TNIaMEHEM, TepsIC, Mcye-
3aJ1, CTUPAsCh TIepel, CTUXMEA, a OTOHb IMIEAPO, IIUPOKO U
MOIITHO BCe MaXasl ¥ Maxajl KPbUIbSIMU, U TIPOIIIA KOIOTb,
u TpuMep OUyTWI U YBUAET TO, UTO YKe TIEPEXWT OfHa-
SKIbI, HAKaHyHe BbIGOpa, 1 UTO Tereph Y3HajI, U 00pamjo-
BJICSI, TOTOMY UTO eMy ObITO M3BECTHO, UEM 3TO KOHUMTCS.

Ho aT0 66110 paeM B CpaBHEHUY C TEM, UTO OH BUJEN U
OIIYIIIAJT [TOTOM.

U ecyim 661 Ha CTpallHOM Cyle eMy IpemoKWIn 3a
BO3MOXHOCTbH IPOLIEHNS BCEX TPEXOB TOJILKO BCIIOMHUTD,
YTO UCHBITAT OH TOTOM, I'pumep 6bl OTKasascs, u60 B
HEM, eC/IM He BCIIOMMHATD, BCE JK€ OCTABAIOCh 8 MUBbLIX
OLIyILEHNME MPaBIbl, KAKYI0 OH HeC B ceGe CeroHs U Ko-
TOpas CTajla eIVMHCTBEHHOM Mepoii, KaKOil MepuJl Ternepb
I'puMep MOCTYIIKY CBOM UM TO, YTO OH MOT BUAETH BOKPYT
ce6sl, BEpHYBIIMUCh OTTyHa. U 1leHa €ro >KU3HM B ITOiA
mpaBje Gblyla HUUTOXKHA, ¥ ero 60Jib — CMeIlllHa, ero CTpa-
IaHue — 3a6aBHO, a €ro yJaua — OCKOpOUTeNbHA, TTIOTOMY
YTO IJ1a3a YEPHOTO IT0JISI U 3€JIEHOTO JIyTa — BEJIMKMUIA 1eH-
30p — CMOTPEJIM Ha HEro MOCTOSIHHO, 33 KasKIbIM ITOCTYTI-
KoM I'puMepa, 3a KaskAbIM OTHOIIEHMEM K cebe UM K TeM,
KTO ObUI 6JIM30K EMY...

v

TIOKOITHO U BepHO paboran 'pumep. HoBoe nuiio, Ko-

TOPbIM OH MOT ITOMOYb JIIOASIM, ¥ ObUIO TO¥ ITpaBaOIA,

YTO Terepb kuia B HeM. OHa 6bLIa MPOCTA U TIOCTOSTH-
Ha, KaK ITOCTOSIHEH MOXIb, MOyl B ['opope. Jlexkammmii
nepen I'puMepoM ceifyac 6bIT TPOCTO YETTOBEKOM.

W BrepBble ¢ 6JIArOJApPHOCTBIO M CIIOKOMHO TOIyMas
I'pmep o mpaBOTe MpPOBEAIIEro ero yepes lMcmoeiTaHue,
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yepes cTpafiaHue KUBYIIMX BOKPYT ¥ BMecTe C HUM. 160
He 6yab 3TOTO, I'pMMep Bpsim M CIIOCOOeH GbUI CO3HATh
JIMIIO CBOEro CTpajaHus, JUI0 IOMOILIM cCaMoMy cebe U
cBoeit Myse. A moau? OH 6bI 3a6bLT 0 HUX, KaK He TIOMHMJT
JIOJITVe TOABI, IyMasi O CBOel paboTe, CBOMX HageXKoax u
6emax, sKUBSI TOJIbKO UMM.

Ia, Kak 6bI HM IIPEKPACHO ObLJIO ITO JILIO, OHO BBIIO
ObI UY3KMUM IS BCEX.

A cerogHg aToro He cayuuTcs. B pykax I'pumepa sxuim
PYKI, KOTOPbIE TSIHY/IMCh K HEMY, IIPOCS O IIOMOIIIM, KOTO-
pble HEeIUISUTCh 3a HETO, IMbITAasICh YIeNeTh, PyKU, UTO Jie-
SKa/IM Terepb HEeIOABYIKHO B UEPHOM II0JIe MM Ha 3ejie-
HOM JIYTY, IIOTOMY UTO [IYIlIa, YIIPaBJsBILAs MU, TOKUHY-
Jla UX, ¥ Tepecenwiach B pyku [pumepa, M yIpaBisuia
KasKIbIM IBVKEHMEM CKaJIbITeS.

U Tpumep ObUI OO/KHMKOM, YYEHMKOM, paboM 1
TBOPIIOM II€PEHECEHHOTO, ¥ He BO MMSI YeCTOJTIOOMS U I1e-
peMeHbl, a BO MMSI IIOMOIIY JKUBYIIMM U TeM, KTO He
TIPUIIIET e1lle Ha 3Ty 3eMJITIO.

Pa6oTast, ['pumep TBopui JIMii0, KOTOPOE OH He BUIE
¥ He BUAEeT HUKTO U3 KUBYIINX, HO OHO OBIJIO OOIINUM JIN-
1IOM — 160 BhIPaskajio BpeMsl.

HenpuBBIYHO ¥ MTOTOMY HEYKITIOKE IBUTAIMCH CJIOBA,
MIBITAsICh ObITh MOXOXKUMM Ha MbICK. [I0HO6HO CIIETIbIM,
KOTOpbIe OINYIIBIBAIOT OPYT Apyra M PamyloTcs, KOraa
B TOJITIe HAXOST 3HAKOMBbIE JIUIIA U y3Ke HU 3a UTO He OT-
IIyCKAIOT APYT Apyra, XOTSI He3HaKOMbIe, CTOSL/e PSIAoM,
6mke 6bI U TH0OMMee ObUTM UM, HO OHU, B CTpaxe IoTe-
pSITb, UTO YK€ HAIlUTM, He [ealoT HUKAKMUX TIOMBITOK
OTBICKATh cebe TToA0OHbIX.

A B 9TO BpeMs NaJIbIIbI IPUBBIYHO YK€ paboTaiu Tpe-
TUI KBagpaT Jula. M CTpaHHO: 4yeM Jasibllie CHUMAaI
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MepByIo IpyOyIo, JABHO He TPOTaHyl KOXy I'pumep, Tem
He3HaKoMee CTaHOBMJIOCH JINIIO0, KOTOpOe MeAJIeHHO I10-
SIBJISVIOCh TIO[ ero masbliamu. ['oyioBa 6blIa CTOJb Ke
OTpOMHaA, Kak Tpeske, HO UepThbl MPOSIBUINUCH U CTAHOBU-
JIUCh OCMBICJIEHHBIMM U 6e306pa3HbIMMU ellle 6ojiee, yeM
6ecopmeHHast Macca, KOTOPYIO CHadaja Buzen I'pumep.
N y Hero MenbKHYJO TMOAO3pPeHME, UTO U 3TO, MOTyUaro-
IIeecs, JIMIIO 11 KOTO-TO ¥ KOTJIa-TO GbIIO MPEKPaCHBIM
M eIMHCTBEHHBIM, 3HAUUT, ¥ KpacoTa OblIa BpeMeHHa U
oTHocuTeNbHA? HeT, 3TOro He MOIJIO OBITH, KpacoTa I0-
CTOSIHHA, ¥ 3TO JIMIIO BCerja ObLI0 6e300pa3sHo IS BCeX.
Ho To /in ra3a npurisAbIBalOTCs, TO M Aylla PUBbIKA-
€T, 1, KOr/ia IMOJI0IIlJIa MUHYTA U Iopa Yyke ObIJI0 HAUMHATD
CHMMaTh KOKY IepBOro auiia, I'puMepy CTaIo KajaKko pac-
CTaBaThCS C TEM, YTO OH OTKPbUI, IOTOMY UTO ObLJIa CBOSI
MpaBla B 9TUX CMHUX B3AYBIIMXCS MOPIIMHAX, Y3KMUX TJ1a-
3aX, HEMOABMKHOM BeIMUMM, UYTO BOPOXKWIO U MOLUMHSI-
jo I'pumMepa, 1, HaBepHOE, Hejait OH 9TO B CBOEI Jlabopa-
TOpPUM, HE TOHUM CBO€#1 3a7aueit, OH Obl OCTaBMUJI 3TO JIU-
110, TOTOMY YTO BO BJIACTU U MYIPOCTU €ro, KOTOpbie OH
y3HaBaJl TeM 0oJibllle, yeM Oosibllle paboTas C HUM, ObLI
BBIXOZl, HO 3TO OBLI BBIXO[ JJII HEMHOTMX ¥, HaBEpHOE,
IlaBHO, ¥ HY JIJIST KOTO — cejfuac. He 6bIJI0 CMbIC/Ia MEHSITD
JIULIO JTIOOOMY KUBYIIIEMY B TOPO/Ie Ha 3TO, OHO ObLIO 6€e3-
obpasHeil M MPUMUTUBHEN JUIla ropokaHuHa. U Bce ke
I'pumep TOMeNJIUA U OTJIOXKUI CKaJIblieJib B CTOPOHY
TIpeskie, YeM clesial Hazpes Mo OTKpbITOMY auily. HaBep-
HOe, TIPeXKIe YeM pacCTaTbCs ¢ paboToi CBOEI, HaJo XOTS
ObI 3aKpeIuTb ee B MMaMsITH, HaJl0 YBUIETb B Hell CKOJb
MOXKHO 60Jiee CMBICJIa U IIPaBAbl, KOTOPbIE CYIIECTBYIOT
B KaXXmoit paboTe M KOTOpbIe MHOTAA HE BUIMMBI IaxKe
TBOpIly ee, TOTOMY UTO MCTMHHAas MpaBia, Kak Topox
B CTPYUKe, SKEJITOK B SIiAIIe, CKPbITA BHYTPU, U UTO OBIIETO
MOKET ObITh MEXIY M3BECTKOBOJ CKOPJIYIIOi, MEPTBOIA, U
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MepTBOJ BCErIa, U KM3HbBIO KeJITOTO LIBeTa, KOTOpasi CBU-
CaeT C KpaeB YaiftHO JIOKKM U 3aTeM, PacTeKasiCh I10 SI3bI-
Ky ¥ TIEPEMEIIBASICh C X7Ie60M Y Mac/IOM, CBOEIi CMEPThIO
MO IePKMBAET KM3Hb. A ckopiyma? Jla, mopa ObIIO CHU-
MaTh OTKPBITYIO KOXY, IIOTOMY UTO IOJ] Hell TO/KHA ObITh
mctuHa. U onsite I'puMep mepectan AyMath, a CTal IyMaTh
paboToil. A KOXa TOJ, CKaiblieJieM ObUIa BeTXa, CIIPecco-
BaHHA, TOHKA, ¥ HY>KHO ObLJIO OBITH OCTOPOXKHBIM. W Korma
OHa Kak KojIbacHast KOXypa, Jierjia B IIMPOKuii Gesblit Tas,
M 3aXOTM — HUKTO 6bI ¥ HMKOTIA He PasjIuMumiI TOrO, UTO
ObUIO HECKOJIbKO YacoB Hasaf, MOTOMY UTO HECKOJIbKO
MEeJIKMX JIOXMOTbEB HMUYTh He MOXOXM Ha MYOPOCTh U
BJIACTHOCTb, I'pMMep OIOMHWICS ¥ YBUIOET pe3yiabTaT
CBO€jt paboThI.

Vi

Kako¥t BeJMKuit Mactep Aesial 3TO OTKpPbIBIIIe-
((Wecsl nuio, — yauBuics ['pumep. — Heykenn

IocJIe BCEero, 4To 6bLI0, MOKHO TyMaTh O Kpa-
COTe ¥ MacTePCTBE», — U, TIOHSB, YTO OH BCE-TAKM TyMa-
€T, Y’KaCHYJICS, YTO MOXKHO. 3HAUUT, €CThb UTO-TO OoJjee
BeJINKOe, YeM CTpajiaHue, — KpacoTa... Heyskenu B ToMm,
YTO OH BUAEN, 6bIa U KpacoTa? Y oTmIaTHYJICS pa3yM OT
cBOeil MbIcaM — 6bua... Ho ecTh int uTo BhIMIE? YTO MO-
SKeT 3aCJIOHUTh KpacoTy?.. MoKeT ObITb, UeJIOBEK, CO-
3paBiuit ee? Korma 3To 6bII0 ¥ UTO 9TO GbUT 32 MacTep?
OH paboran noutu 6e3 mBoB. UTro 32 MaTepuan? ITO He
Koka. Jla, 3TO Heu3BeCTHbI MaTepuas. O Kak IpeKpacHo
3TO JAUII0, OH He MOI HauaTb CHOBa, He MOT OTOPBAaThb
IJ1a3, OH TPOKJISUI cebs, Kak Mpokiast I'oponm u nwomeit
ero — Tam, BBepXy, B OTHe, 3a INIYXOTy UX, U CYyeTy, U
paBHOAYIIIME, @ CAM He MOT OTOPBaTb CBOMX TIJIa3 OT 3TUX
MOPIIVH ¥ BCETrO JINKa, CBETIOT0, 6eJI0ro, CBITOCTU KaxK-
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IIOit YepThl, IMHUM, CKIaAKU. VI TOJbKO Ij1a3a youBaiu B
oYax 3Ty KpacoTy u cBeT... Ho Beib MOKHO ¥ He CMOT-
peThb B 3Tu 11a3a. OHU BCe paBHO MOYTU He MeHSIUCh. U
YTO-TO HAUMHAJIO XUTh B HeM. U oxkuBana My3sa, u 0Xu-
Ba/IM €e PYKM, U OKMBAJIO ee TeJyo. U omsITh XOTen0Ch pa-
60TaTh, Kak paboTas OH, Aejas onepaiuio Myse, Beb OH
cerojiHsl, He 60sICh HUKOTO Ha CBETe, MMeJI IIPaBo CO37aTh
Kakoe y200HO IO, KAKOEe OH BUIEI B CBOEM BOOOpake-
HUU U B CBOEM CTPafjlaHMM, U eMy 3aXOTeJIoCh U TO, UYTO
repeHec OH, U TO, YTO XXUBET ceifuac Tam, 1 TO, YTO IpPO-
MCXOOUT IIOCTOSIHHO CEeTOOHSI M 3aBTpPa, BBIPA3uUThb Ha
9TOM JIMIIe ¥ YTOOBI 3TO JIMIIO CMOTJIO CIIACTU UX BCEX,
TepeMeHUTh BCE B MUPE, UTOOBI 3TO JIUIIO CTAJIO JIJIST BCEX
HalloOMMHaHMeM, YTO He HY>KHO CTPeMUTHCS K CMeHe HO-
MepOB, He HY)KHO YHMUTOXaTh APYT Ipyra, He HaJlo 3Be-
peit nepkaTh He B KJIeTKaX — WM IyCKaTh K HUM JIIOZ e,
WM BOOPYKATh JIIOJei, UToObl He ObUIM 6e33aIIUTHBIMMU
oHu. Y uto, ecau Korma-HUOYIb MacTep BOT Tak ke Oy-
IeT CHUMAaTb KOXY U NOiAeT o Julia, co3maHHoro I'pu-
MepoM, TIYCTb U ero PyKM HAIlOJIHUT CuJia JKeJTaHUs cIia-
CTU Jitofieli. VI OH TIOHSII, UTO 3TO JINIIO OTKPBUIO eMY XKe-
JIaHUS CIaCTU JoAei. VI OH MOHSII, YTO 3TO JUL0 OTKPbI-
JIO eMy sKejlaHMe CIlacTu Jilofieit u caenaTb HoBoe. Ho
rnasa... [locieguummy 6yayT rna3a. OH CMOXeET UX U3Me-
HUTb, OH CHiejlaeT, YTO He MOIJIM MacTepa, KOTopble pa-
6ortanu nepen HuM. a-ma, u Mysa, u Topog, u cTpama-
HUe, ¥ 60JIb, ¥ BCE, YTO B HEM KMBET U YMUPAET U MEPT-
BBl BCE-TaKM KUBET, — 3TO BCE IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI OH CO-
TBOPWJI JINLI0, KOTOPOE CIIACeT JIIOAEIA. ..

U T'pumep omsTh cesl, 4TOObI AATh BO3MOXKHOCTH OT-
IOXHYTh JiexalieMy mnepen HuUM. [IoTOMy 4YTO TOT CHOBa
YMUPAJ OT YCTATIOCTH.
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Vil

y Mysbl Toxe 6bi1a pabora. OHa ONSITh CMOTpesa

«BeccMepTHbBIX», OHA BOCCTAaHOBMJIA BCe CILIEHBI, OHA

IobaBwiia ellle KPOBM Ha Tejie IeBOYKM, OHA BCTaBUIA
SMM30[ C Pa30pBAaHHON IeKoil. M1 BCce paBHO UYBCTBO
OMep3eHMs K MHOV JKM3HM Ha ee IIKaje 6bI0 paBHO HY-
mo. Ee yke 6onbliie He Tporajgo 3To. Tak yxkac Hapuco-
BaHHOTO ajia 3a6bIBaeTcs Iepen, TUIOM My4alolierocst OT
6011 YesIoBeKa, KOTOPOMY Thl HE MOXKEIIb HUUEM ITIOMOYb.
OHa mymana TobKO O I'pumepe, 0 TOM, KaKMM OH BBbILIEN
OtTyga, 1 4YTo OHa ObLIA TOTOBA CHENIATh BCe, UTO YTOIHO,
TOJIBKO ObI OH CTaJI IPeXXHUM ['pyMepoM, XOTsI 6bI HAa MU-
HYTY, IyCTb 3a00jleeT CHOM, U OHa OyZeT JIeunTh ero,
mycTh moTepsieTr Mms, mycTh oHa 6ymeT paboTaTh OOHA,
TOJIBKO GbI, TOJILKO ObI OH BepHYJICs. Y Kaskaplit pas, Koraa
TamoskeHHUK TIPUXOAWI K Hel M coobIIasl, YTo BCe MUIeT
XOPOIIIO, U 110 TOMY 3BepMHOMY CTPaxy, KOTOPbIH ObLI ITO-
CTOSIHHO B €ro Ijla3ax — a TOT He MOT GOSIThCS ee, — OHA
Bepwia TaMOXeHHMKY WM, TI0 KpaliHeil Mepe, TOMY, 4TO
I'pumep >kuB U paboraer. A eciiv 6 OH He paboTani, TO U
y Myssl 6611 6b1 VXO#. M oHa mpoBepsiia Iepemavy Ha
KOHTPOJIBHBIX 3PUTEJISIX U He TTOHMMasa, Kak 3TO MOXXHO
MCIIBITBIBATD M0 TAKOMY ITyCTSYHOMY IIOBOJAY OMep3eHue
B 11 6ayoB. U ocTaBisiia ouepenHyio cepuio «beccmepT-
HbIX» B IEDBOHAYA/IbHOM BUZE...

Vil

I'puMepy yske He xoTesnoch paboTtaTh. OH, OTHbIXasd,
CcMOTpesa Ha Juio Jlexkalnero mepen HUM ¥ BGUpas
B CBOI0 NaMSTh KaXOYIO JMHUIO, KOKOOE IBVKEHUe
ckaspItesit Mactepa. A TaMm, BHYTPM HEro, Kak OyaTo Ty-
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MaHHbIV 6eJblil ITOJIOT BO3HMKAJI Iepel, ero MaMsThIo, U
IeTu-3Bepy CTAaHOBWINCh 6Ge300MaHee, HEBUMHOBHEe, U
JIIONY CTAaHOBWIMCH KpacuBee, ¥ I'pumepy Kasajoch, UTO
OHM IBIKYTCSA K T'opomy, rie OH CMOXKeT MoMoub MM. U
3amax McYesaa ¥ 3aMEHSUICS TUIIMHOIO U SICHBIM TYyMaH-
HBIM BO3IYXOM, B KOTOPOM YKe He GbUIO CTpaxa U GOJu.
Bce mepeskuBaeT uejoBek. Eciu maTh eMy BO3MOXKHOCTh
BEPHYTBHCS K KM3HU, OIIYTUTb UyAO pabOThl — OH BOC-
KpecHeT. Hukorma HMUTO He IOTEPSHO, YeJIOBEK MOKEeT
BOCKPECHYTb I10C/Ie KpecTa, Iocjie rubey BCero KMBOro,
ITOTOMY YTO OH MOKET 3a6bITh, [IOTOMY UTO OH MOSKET JKe-
JIaTh, IOTOMY YTO OH MOSKET KUTb B TOM, UTO CHe/IaeT ero
CYACT/IMBBIM, U TIOBEPbTE MHE, YTO 3TO MOXKET IPOM30Ji-
TU, ¥ HUKOTAA He MMO3[IHO, JaXke yMuUpasi, OUyTUTh B cebe
CUITy 3a0bITh, HE TIOMHUTD, HO HE TIOMHUTD He 3a0BEeHbeM
SKECTOKOCTM, a 3a0BEHbeM JII0OBU M SKEJIaHUS CITacCeHUs
BCEro, UTO OCTaeTcs mocje Tebs. Y I'pumep BeTai.

Yro 3a pyKM momapuia emy Ipupona, UTO 3a BpeMs
OBUIO Y HEro 3a CIIMHOI, KOT[a KaxIblit TeHb paboTa, psi-
moM Mysa, Kakablii JeHb HOBBIE JIUCTBI, KOTOpbIE €ro
majbllaMM YKpallleHbl Y30paMu JIeCOB, U TOp, ¥ MOpeit, u
0OroB, ¥ JIepeBbeB, POHABIINX IO OCEHM CBOM 30JI0ThbIE
JIUCTBI; ¥ CHOBA TEepBbIil KBAApaT, TaM, IJie Ha BepIINHE
n16a cemble, MATKMe, ITOUTH BO3IYIIHbIE BOJIOCHI KOHUYAIOT-
csl, peIKO-peaKo cepeOpsich Hasal, MeXIy HUMMU — Tep-
BbI/i KBamgpaT. MWIIMMETP 38 MWUIMMETPOM MCUe3ajn
JIMHUM TIPEKHEro JINLA, Tasix I1a3a ¥ CTaHOBUIINUCH 406-
pee, oBajl Ty0 BBITSTMBAJICS, CIUTIOLIMBAJICS M IIpeBpalla-
€Sl B Y3KYI0 HUTb, MEHSJIOCH JIUIIO, M MEHSUIUCh T/Iasa —
TOJIbKO JIULIO CTAHOBMUJIOCH JKeCTUe, XUIIHee U HAPYKY BbI-
CTyTaja yabiOKa, a JKeCTOKOCTD IMPSTaNach 3a TOW YiIbIO-
KOJf, HO He MOIJIa MCUe3HYTb COBCEM, a ITOUTH BBICTYIIAIA
u3-1104, Hee. VI cTpaHHO: 171a3a 6bUTM JOOpee pasmmunmoin
SKeCTOKOCTH. Buammo, rinasa He MEHSUIMCh BOBCE, TOJIbKO

182



JIMIIO Ha3aJ, OHM GBIV KeCTKM U TSDKeJIb, a ceifuac ux He-
IoOpOoTa B CPaBHEHMM C KECTOKOCThIO Kasajaach Ao6Gpo-
Toi0. I'me 6b11a mpaBga? B rinasax? Ho ouu 6bUIM Tak pas-
JIMYHBI B 06/1MKe cBoeM. B ysinie? Ho oHO MeHSIIoCh B 3a-
BUCUMMOCTY OT BpPeMEHM, KOTOPOE BBIIVISIAENIO ITOJO0OHO.
Kasajmoch, HUYEro He MOXKET ObITb CTpAIIHEe 3TUX TOHKUX
ryd, MOPIIWMH, IIPOIIUTHIX KPACHO-CMHUMMU COCYIaAMMU,
9TOI JKECTKOCTM, KOTOpasl MPUKUIbIBAJIACH YJIBIOKON U
HEXKHOCTbIO, BHMUMaHMEM, U COCTpajlaHMeM, U yUYacTUEM.
He moskeT? Moxker! DTo 6bIJIO ele A0OpOe U0 — OHO
MIPUKUOBIBATIOCh, 3HAUUT, MHOIAA ObLJIO HE CAMUM COOOJA.
9T0, MoxkaTyii, 6bIJI0 AaKe MTPeKpacHOe JINI0, KOHEUHO, He
Takoe, KaK BTOPOe, KOTOpOe ObUIO GejTbIM, JOOPbIM, MY/I-
pbIM, coBepIimeHHbIM. HO Korzja KOKypoii Koybachl, Imey-
X0V BapeHO KapTOILKY U 3TO JIUIIO JIeIJI0 Ha Oesyio 1mo-
BEpPXHOCTb Ta3a ¥ CMeEIAJOCh C MEepPBbIMU ABYMS U YKe
TPYAHO OBUIO Pa3IMUUTh, Kakash KOyKa MPUHAIJIEKUT Ka-
Komy nuity, ['pumep, BUAeBIInii U IepeHecIInii To, OTYero
TOKUIAeT pa3yM IyIy uejioBeKa, M OHa YMMUpaeT, OCTaHO-
BUJI PYKY M OpOCMJI CKajbIielb B pacTBop. OH yBUIe,
Y3HaJI JINII0, KOTOpPOe ObIJIO0 TOXOXEe Ha TO, YTO OH UYB-
CTBOBAJ B cebe BHYTPMU, KOI/Ia XOTeJI0Ch eMy ObITh Besm-
kuM I'pumepom, eIMHCTBEHHBIM, IlepeBepHYBIINM, CIac-
M MUp. Y1 OH BCTIOMHWI CBOM HAIEXIbI M CBOJ BBIOOD,
M 3TO JUIO GbUIO IMOXOKe, HO eIlle CTpallHee TOro, 4To
JiexkaJio ceifuac repej HUM, a OHO KPUBUJIOCh B YXMBIJIKE,
pamysch y3HaBaHMIO. M Kak BOp, COOMPABIIMIACS TOJIBKO
YKpacTb ¥ He XOTeBIUiI YOUTh, HO, 6OSICH OBITH MOMMAaH-
HBIM, B UCITyTe YOMBAET CXBAaTUBILETO €r0 32 PYKY U ITOTOM
OEXUT U, 03MPasiCh, 3apbIBAeT HOX, JaKe HEe BBITEPEB
KpOBM, Tak U ['puMep CcxXBaTu/ CKajbIleJib M BOH3UJ €ro
YyTh HIMKEe IOMOOpOIKa; Kas3aloch, ceifyac OH BMeCTe
C MSACOM M BCeMM HaKOIIMBIIMMMUCA JIMLAMM CPeEXeT 3TO
JIMIIO, KaK Cpe3aloT IMOJIOBUHY SI6/I0Ka, TTOTOMY UTO CBEPXY
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€ro TPOHyJIa THWIb, M YBUJEJ, KaK IOMOJ3/IM 3pauKy Jie-
>Kalllero rnepen HUM — BCe IIMpe, IIpe, BOT-BOT BbIPBYT-
CS1 32 YepHbINi KPYyT — U B3OPBYTCS, He BbifepskaB 00,
6pbI3HeT uepHast KpoBb. U... cpasy ke CTo msTasi 3akpu-
yasja B nMamMsTu. YTO-TO BHYTPU 3aTOPMO3WUJIO IBMKEHME,
u 1ponano ycuiue, u I'pumep ocranoBmics. [locnaBuimii
Ha UCIIBITAaHNME 3Ha/I XOPOILIO: TOT, KTO UCIWI ITOJHYIO Me-
py, TOT, 3TOI1l Mepo¥ Biames, NOMAaANT Bce XuBoe. Jaxe
ecsin 66l peub 1A 0 CBOeM criaceHuu. U cpasy ycriokomi-
cst 'pumep. BerTep candeTtkoii 106, mepeBes cKaabIielb Ha
TepBbIi KBaJapar.

CoBepiumi Jiu ObI ceifuac OH CBOJ BBIOOP, TaK ke Kak
3TO OH CAenall, Bepys B CBOe BbICOKOe INpefHa3HaueHue?
IMpaBo 6bITh Han mogbMu? KoHeuHo, HeT. Ho Torma 6bl
KTO-TO APYrOil CTOSUI cejtdyac Ha 3TOM Mecte? Bpsin .
Boi6op Ilaps! mpoiien 6bl CIIOKOMHE!M, U HUKAKUX TIepe-
MeH He 6b110. HO 3aueM ceftyac pacCy>kgaTh O BO3MOXKHO-
CTU XXUTb MHAaUe BUYe€pa, KOTJA ThI yXKe KUBEIIb CETOLHS.
EcTb 3auem — BeJb IepeMeHUB BHYTpU ceOsl «BUepa», ce-
TOHS TIOCTYIUIITL MHave. 1160, yOuB ofgyiH pas, BO BTOPOIi
(TIocyie mepeMeHbI) He yobelllb, a, HAIIPOTUB — CIIacellb, a
He GyzmeT BbIOOpa — He TOMAAUIIIb CeOsl.

Bot u He mwaau cBOe IO, CIIPSITAHHOE BHYTPU, KOTO-
poe He 3HamM a0au. CMOTpPU — BOT OHO.

Hukakoro npuTBOpCTBa, BCe HAPY)Ky — MPaBO CUIIbHO-
ro, MpaBo GbITh HAJO BCEMM, MTPABO €IMHCTBEHHOTO 3Ha-
IOIIEeT0, Kak JIIOASM CTaHeT Jierye >XUTb, MPaBO eIUH-
CTBEHHOTO BJIaJelollero MCTUHO, KeCTOKOe, XOJ0LHOE,
yBepeHHoe — JIniio.

[Moxoxkee Ha rMILOTUHY; OHA TOKE MaCTePCKU UCIIOJ-
HsIJIa TO, AJISI Y€Tr0 ee M300pesu MpUpoIa  JTIOIA.

W eit, Tunb0OTHHE, B TOJIOBY He MPUXOAUIA MbIC/b,
YTO OHA He 1paBa. OHa Be[b TOXe BBITIOJIHSIIA CBOI LOJIT,
TOKa HATOYEHO Je3BMe, NOKa He 3apskaBelio >KeJye3o,
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IIOKa eCTb TOJIOBbl BUHOBHBIX, — HEBA)XXHO B YeM U IIPO-
TUB KOT'O, ¥l HEBa)KHO KTO YIIPABJISI €10 — CHayala OAVH
WIU TIOTOM 6paThsl TeX, KOTo ellle BUepa pyouIu 3T Ofi-
HU.

CMOTpH, CMOTpPM Ha cebGsi — CMOTpM He IeperyTaii,
YTO 3TO He Thl, CMOTPU He 3a0yIb, Kak U UeM TbI KWI, U
TOJIbKO He ObUIO YCJIOBUIL, UTOOBI ThI MPOSIBUI CeOS 10
KOHIIA.

He 6b110?

A Boi6op? A Teicsum noayunBimx Yxon? A Cro msitasi?
Ho 310 Bce TamOXKeHHMK, 3TO BpeMsl, 3TO 3aKOH, KOTOPO-
My Tbl, I'pumep, TonbKO nogumHeH. JIoxkb. KOHKpeTHO OT
TeOsI 3aBMCEJIO 9TO KOHKpeTHOe BpeMsi 1 3ToT 'opox, u ot
Te6sI 3aBUCUT, KEM OHM CTaHYT 3aBTpa, U Oaxke OT Tebs
3aBUCUT, 60MBHO U OymeT jexkalleMmy repen To60i, —
TaKOBbI ObUTM MBIC/IH, @ HAJIbLIbI ObLIM GepeXXHbI U OCTO-
DPO>KHBI.

IX

asajoch, >KM3Hb OCTAHOBWJIACh, BpeMs IlepecTajo

nBuratbcs. Tak BeIOCUIIEAUCT KMET Ha BCe Teaan,

BbIOMBAETCS 13 TTOCTEIHUX CUJI, @ BOKPYT Te K€ YeThI-
pe CcTeHbI, 6eJIbIii TTOTOOK, MO0 BHU3Y — POJIMKU, CO3a-
I0lMe WITI03UI0 TOpOru. XOTd MoYeMy MJUII03UI0, Ha ca-
MOM-TO Jiejie BeJIOCUIIeINCT IBMKETCS, M Ha CaMOM Jiefie
CTOMT Ha OJHOM MecCTe, ¥ TO U JPyroe UCTUHA, — a TopkKa
IIeTyXy Ha JTHe Ta3a Bce pociia. M 3akpbiBajia IHO, U KaXK-
Ioe JIUII0 M Kakmash KOKa pacTBOpsIach B KOXe paHee
CHSITBIX, TOJIBKO B MaMsTu ['pyMepa ocTaBaiUCh 3T JIUIIA,
M TOJBKO TaJIbLIbl IPUBBIYHO JeJaJiu Ayroo6pasHbIit
Haapes, MPUITOTHUMAINM Kpail KOKM M CHUMaJIM KBaapar,
u Bce cHavasa. KpyTwinch posmku, OBUTAJICS CKajbIleb,
TsDKeses Tas, M JHU, ¥ OCTaHOBUJIOCh BpeMs. Jlexkamimii
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mepe HMM HMKOT[A He IBUTAJCs, I7a3a ero ObLIM pac-
KPBITBI, HO BpeMs IepeabIilky ['pyMep IyBCTBOBAJ, XOTS,
KaK 3TO MPOMCXONIIO, TTIOHSTh He MOT. Ecjiu ObI He IJ1a3a,
JIleXkaluii mepen, HUM MOT ToKasaTbCs I'pumMepy HeXu-
BbIM. Ho riasal..

OHM moKasbiBaM I'puMepy, HACKOJbKO GepeskHO OH
neJaj To, UTo Aetal.

Kak mMaj 1 y30K cTaI ero GbIT: omepauus, epepliika,
OTHBIX, MAMSITh U O CHSITBIX JIMIIAX, pa3MbITas aMsITh 60-
M U olyieHue npucyrcteus Mysel. MHorpa I'pumepy
Ka3aJIoCh, UTO OIepalysi HUKOTIa He KOHUMUTCS, HUKOIIa
OH He BBIIIET OTCIOMIA, UTO 3TO MTPOCTO WITIO3UST pabOoThI,
a Ha caMOM jiejle BCe 3TO Ha3bIBAeTCS XUTPOI HeCcBOOO-
IIOJi; XOTSI 3aueM, BeIb TaK JIeTKO 060ITUCH C HUM IIPOIIie
M TIpUBBIYHEN — YXO[, ¥ He HYKHO ObUIO ObI yCTaBaTh,
MY4MTBCSI, COMHeBaThbcsl. Het, yoexkmain cebst TyT ke I'pu-
Mep, Thl 3aHST YeM-TO BasKHBbIM, UTO TOJIbKO Tebe U IO
IJIe9y — ¥ TI0 MpaBy, M IO OIBITY, ¥ MO CTPagaHUI0, —
CO3JaHMe 3TOrO HOBOTO, HEBEIOMOTI'O JINIIA, KOTOPOTO HU
pasy OH He y3Hal B JIMIAX, OTKPBIBIIMXCS eMy. U ITyCTb,
KOI'/Ia OH 3aKOHYMT OIepaIyio, TaK ke OyIeT UATU JOXKIb
" Tak e 6ygeT emy ['opofi TOACTABISITh CBOM MpaMOpHbIe
CTEeHBI, — BCE Xe UTO-TO U3MEHUTCS B HEM BHYTPHU, ITOTO-
MY 4TO, YBUIEB HOBOE JINII0, CO3AaHHOe ['puMepoM, sKeH-
IIVHBI CTAaHYT HEXXHee, a MYKUMHbI JoOpee, IeTU IMOJII0-
OSIT TIOOSIINX UX, TIOTOMY UTO GYIeT Hejlb3s C TaKUM JIN-
1IOM MCITBITBIBATh UTO-TO MHOE, KPOMe JII00BM, 1 Ge3pas-
JIMYHO OyIeT KaxkaoMy, KaKoii HOMEp Y HEro M KaK 3aKOH-
YUTCS €ro XXu3Hb. 1160 KM3Hb GyIeT MCIOoIHeHa mo6pa u
nmoBepus. ITycTb ObIT. ITycTh MOHOTOHHBIN TPy, HO BeIb
He HampacHo... V6o moBepue — 3TO BCE, UTO MOXKET cle-
JIaTh YeJioBeKa CYaCT/JMBBIM, KOTHA MOXKHO TOBOPUTH
MpaBIy, KOrJga MOXHO TOBOPUTh OOJIbIIE, YEM ThI CAesa-
elllb, HO ¥ YTO TOJIbKO HaMEepEH CJIeIaTh.
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A PyKM CTaHOBWINCH TsDKejiee: KaK CTPaHHO, YeM XO-
JIOMHEI 6bITO cephlle, YeM KecTde ObLI pasyM, TeM Jierde
1 kapue pabotan I'pumep. Yem 6oJibliie OH XOTEI U 4eM
Gosbliie ObUT CYACT/IUB B paboTe, TEM TsDKesiee IbIIIall OH,
TeM TsDKeJlee JaBaiCs KaKIblii IITPUX, XOTS, MOXKET ObITh,
OH He IIpaB; IIPOCTO C YeJIOBEKOM IIOCTOSIHHO YTO-TO IIPO-
MCXOOUT, BCe MEHSIeTCS B HeM, M M3-3a ITUX IepeMeH
JIerye Wy Tsokejiee paboTaTh.

OT0 GbUT He TIePBbIi, HO HOBBIIi CTpaX, KOTOPBII MUCIIbI-
Tan I'pumep. Bbuia Houb. [laniyeHT crian, cBeCUB CBOIO I10-
XyZeBIIy10, OTMAaBIIYIO U Y)Ke TTIOYTU COpa3MepHYI0 Tesy ro-
JIoBY. I'pymep B3r/1siHY/I Ha Hero. Yac Ha3az, OH IOYTU I10JI-
HOCTBIO CHSUI U 06paboTan ouepemHOe MO, HO TyMas
0 YeM-TO CBOEeM, TIOUTH He oOpaIiasi BHMMAaHMS Ha TO, YTO
Ienaj, a ceifuac IOMHSUT I/Ia3a, CBET ObLI MPUIJIYIIEH, U
roJIOBa CISILEro noiayocsenanacs uMm. Y Bapyr rnasa [pu-
Mepa CTayu YepHbIMHU, OH IIOLYMaJl, UYTO CXOAUT C yma: Ie-
pen, HuM ObUTO0 Juio O6pasua. JInio, KOTopoe ceifuac
B I'opone 6bIJIO TJIaBHBIM, EMMHCTBEHHBIM, KaKOe HOCUIT U
I'pumep. He MoXkeT GbITb, 3TO ke ObIIO AEeCSTKY JINLL, Ha3al,
¥ MacTepa pabotaiau uHaue. MiHaue? BoT 1IBbI, BOT crajika,
BOT TKaHb, 3TO Bce Apyroe! C 3T0i1 cTOpoHbI? OH yCHIuI
cBeT. Her, 31ech yke oxoxe MeHblIe. ONSTb TPUTTYLLATL.
To sxe camoe. OTkyna? Kak HM CTpaHHO, BCeX TPy/iHee OKa-
3QJI0Ch CHATb 3TO JIUIO, TIOTOMY YTO OHO OBUIO CKPOEHO
COBEpILIEHHO Ha CBOI jaf. [IpMBBIYHO ChenaB HECKOIbKO
Hafpe3oB, 'puMep HO/sKeH ObLI OCTAHOBUTHCS M HayaTh
BCe ¢ Hayvaa... /]a, OHO 6bUIO CKPOEHO COBEPIIEHHO MHAve.
Ho pabora 1 Ha 9TOT pa3 Obl1a COBEpIIIEeHHA.

U Bce ke Kak XOpomio paboTaTb OTTOPOKEHHBIM OT
BCEr0 MMPa OTPOMHBIMM MPaMOPHBIMM CT€HaMM, HaeIu-
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He CO CBOMM Mal[eHTOM, JIesKaIlyM epe;; HUM, KOTOPbIii
IIOKOPEeH, MSIOK, MOJYaJMB M HEHABSI3UMB, M OyMaTh
0 TOM, YTO 6bIJIO, ¥ KaK HM Y3KacHO TO, UTO 6bIJIO, 9TO BCe-
TaKy TOJIbKO «ObIJI0». 1 He 3HATh, UTO B 3TO BPeMsI IIPOMC-
xoouT B T'opoge, BO BCIKOM cJTyuae, 6bITh CBOGOTHBIM OT
IIPOMCXOISIIIETO.

X

>ku3Hb B T'oponme muper cBouMm uepenom. He mpex-

HMM, KOIZJa POBHO ¥ MEPHO BOKDYT ocyu TaMOskeH-

HUK — Bemukuit kpytuics 'opop, miaBHO U 6ecko-
HeyHo. [lorasio 1oz Kojeco yepT 3HAeT YTO, BCEro-TO
HECKOJIBKO JIeCSITKOB COTEH TOJIOB Aa C10BO Bennkoro, —
U KOJ1eco, 1aBsl, IPUIIOSHSIOCH, ¥ CMEeCTUIach OCb, CMSIB
0601, 1 3axpoMasio KOjieco, a BCe paBHO enyT, U CKO-
pPOCTb Ta Xe, a TPSICET CUJIbHEeN, U TPSCKA JIOASAM Iepe-
manacb. I He TO YIOMBUTE/IbHO, UTO KOJIECO TOJIOBBHI,
CJIOBHO OpeXOBbleé CKOPJYIIbI PAaCKalbIBaJO, 3TO [ej0
IIPUBBIYHOE, @ TO, YTO CJI0BO Benukoro mon Kouecom He
XPYCTHYJIO, He PaCcChINaloch B Mpax, LIeJ1€XOHbKO BbICKO-
Y10, a BOT 060]1 CMSIJIO, OCb CMECTUJIO, ¥ CaMO KOJIeco
XpOMOTOI1 3a60:1es10. [la-ma, CJI0BO, YIeIeB MO/, KOJIeCcoM,
OTKPbUIO BO3MOXXHOCTb HE3aBUCUMOCTHM OT KOJjIeca, a 3TO
03HayajJ0 BO3MOXHOCTb HapyuieHus1 3akoHa [opona
B IIO/Ib3Y, €CTECTBEHHO, KaXAOT0 XMBYILEro B HeM. A
HapylleHVe 3aKOHA KaKIbIM BOCIPUMHUMAIOCH KaK BO3-
MO>XHOCTb CMEHUTb HOMEP UJIN ITOJTYyUYUTb NMs — He HU-
KOI'Zia, HeM3BEeCTHO KOIZia MM K KOHLY )KM3HH, a 3aBTpa.
Ho — u 3T0 moHMMaJI KaxkabIii MUCTUHHBIN KUTEJIb CBOET'O
T'opopa — Takoe skemaHue HYXAAAOCh B IMPWINYHOM U
YBOKUTEIBHOM JJ151 3aKOHOBOCIMTAHHOI'O TOPOKaHMHA
uneitHoM odopmieHnu. M TYT uaes HACTOSILEro Juiia
OblIa UaeasbHa.
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U T'opopn BCIyumsio, Kak TeCTO Ha APOXOKaX, Kak peka
BECHOJI 13 6eperoB BhIIIIA, KAK MyPaBeifHMK OC/Ie 3MMbI
3aKuies IBUKeHVEeM.

JKutenm MMeHUTbIE C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM Ha MypaBeifHMK
OKO C TIPUIIYPOM YCTaBWIN, @ MyPaBEMHUK ITOJ, 3TUM OKOM
3aMeTHO Ha [iIBe HepaBHble TIOJIOBMHbBI pacliayics — meit-
CTBYIOIIMX ¥ BbDKUIAWOIIMX. BbDKUAAIOIIME, COUYyBCTBYS
mziee, KU PhSTHO U TOJIBKO BHYTPYM Ce0sl, a BHEIIIHE BITOJIHE
TIPUBBIYHOI XXM3HbIO, & TOCKOIbKY BHYTPU — 3TO UX JIMUHOE
Ilerno v xku3Hu ['opoga 3To He Kacanoch, He O HUX Peub.

BcmomuM pa3BanuBIiero ckaabmnenem rpygpb CTo nsaTon
Ha [iBe TOJIOBMHbBI — OH OKa3aJiCS M3 BbDKUAAIOUIUX, €ii-
6ory. IIpaBma, OTTOrO, UTO BHYTPM Yy HEro ObUT TAKO¥ BbI-
cokuii 3amac 6maropozacTBa, CTO ISATOM He ObLIO Jierye.
UYTo ke KacaeTcs LeiCTBYIOLMX, TO...

Vneu crioco6HBI POXKIATD IETeil.

HeiicTByronme mpumymMmam HoOKyc, OHM 3aMacKMpoBa-
U CcBOIO paboTry mmopn 1060Bb. BecTpeun ¢ 3TON 11€/1bi0
B ropojie paspemiaauch HeoOULIMATLHO, HO 6e3 orpaHu-
yeHuit. [IpekpacHass Mmbicab. [IpaBma, oOKa3ajoCh, 4YTO
YacTh TOPOXKAH 3aHMMAETCS JI0O0BBIO TON, BUOOM MIEH,
3aTO OCTaJIbHbIE TIOZ, BUIOM JII0O6BU HeiicTBoBamm. K nep-
BbIM HeMeJIeHHO NpUMKHYJI Myk. Kak pactumpunuces ero
BO3MOKHOCTM!.. PaHbllle OH MPUXOAUI B OOM, TIe KUIN
HerapHble 6a6pl. Ho cormacurech, 4TO jydiiye OGbIBAIOT
pa3o6paHbl Ha Mapbl, ¥ KOMY OXOTa ITOJIb30BATHCS TOJBKO
TeM, UYTO HUKOMY He HYKHO.

Kakasg tam My3a — mouwia oHa, — OKa3aauch cpeau
MPOYMX Map U mojernee U MOHEKHee, a UYTO KacaeTcs Oy-
I, KOTOPOii SIKOObI My3a OT MpouMx OTJIMYHA ObLIa, —
TaK KOMY OHa HYKHA, KOT/Ia 38 KaKI0ii BepbIo TebsI 3HA-
10T, @ TOTOMY XXIYT.

CerogHs MyXy npunuia xopouiast MbIC/ib. OH PBIBKOM
OTKpPBUI ABepb ObIBINEH CBOei KBapTuphl. Ha Hero cmot-
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penu ri1a3a HoBO¥ CoTOi. TO ObLIM BIOXHOBEHHBIE IJIa-
3a, OHM BBIIVISIABIBAIM M3-3a mieua HoBoro Cortoro. Myx
ysHai ee. Eie Tam, Bo BpeMst Bei6opa, OH 3alTOMHIIT ee —
CUIEBINYI0O MOJ4a B CAeAylolieM psimy u 6e3 OTpbiBa
BIMBINYIOCSA B Jui0 Myxka, Torma emie, Torga. Ax, Kak
yao6Ha Obl1a 3Ta uaes Hactosero Jiuma. Myk BTN
r7a3a ¥ MpOroBOpui maposib. CoO6CTBEHHO TOBOPSI, OH He
3Ha/] HacTrosero maponasi. Ho ero He 3Han u COThbIi, OH
MIPOCTO TOHSJ, UTO eMy Hano yitu. U Toinpko Cortas 3Ha-
JIa, YTO TapoJib APYTOM, HO €i1 I ObLJIO TIPOITYCTUTD CBOJA
mranc. TakuMm 06pa3oM Bce YCTPOMIOCh YmoOHO. COThbIi
yIIesI K cocesiM, laske He HaZleB MJlalia, C U3BMHEHUEeM U
BOJTHEHMEM, OH YBaskajl pelIMBIIUX A€/ iCTBOBATh, CaM ObLI
JIUIIb U3 BbDKUIAIOIIMX U aske C TOPAOCThIO TymaJ, Kak
€ero rapa ceifuac 6yJeT y4acTBOBaTh B 3TOM OITACHOJ 3aTee
xpabpbIx Jofeii. K coxkaleHnio, eMmy He MOBE3JIO, y coce-
Ileii ueJIoBeK IeCTh Cpa3y 3aHMMAJIMCh HOBOJ Meeit, ObI-
JIO TeMHO, Kak B ColoMe B HOUYb Tepe]; GMHAIOM, pa3ia-
BQJINChb BCXJIUIIBI, CTOHBI U KpsixTeHbe. VI COTbIN IOHSN
Cpasy, UYTO TaKO TSKeIbIil M HATY>XXKHBIN TPy BO3MOXEH
TOJIBKO TOT[Ia, KOT/AA JIIOIM paboTaloT HaJ HOBOM maeeit, u
MIPOHMKCS elle GOMBIIMM YBaXKEHMEM K STUM JIIOOIM I,
yTOOBI HE MeIIaTh UM M He ObITh MPUHSITHIM MMM 3a CO-
TJISIIaTasi, BBIIIEJ, TUXO MPUKPBIB ABepb. UTO OBLIO yau-
BUTEJIBHO BO BCEM 3TOM, UYTO Kakasi-HUOyAb [1sTast Moria
3aHMMATbCS JeiicTBueM ¢ Thicsiua NeBSITbCOT CeMbAECST
cenbMmbIM, a Tricsya IllecTbCcOT miecTbaecsT 1iecToit ¢ Co-
pok ceabmoii unu CeabMOl B 3aBUCUMOCTU OT cay4das. U
3a 970 yBakas CoTeilt aTux moaeit. [Ipasaa, korga CoTbiit
BEpPHYJICS K cebe B KBApTUPY, B €ro rojioBe MeJbKHYIIO
rnogo3peHue (Hy, Kak MeJIbKaeT TeHb MTULI B HOYHOM
OKHE — TO Ji1 ObIIO, TO JIV TMOKA3aJI0Ch, UYTO OBIIO), KOTAA
yBuzes cBor COTyI0 CUASAILYIO Ha KOoseHsIxX Myxka. Ho oHu
OBICTPO OOBSICHMUIIM, UTO TaK HYKHO JJISI KOHCIIMPALVU,
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1060 B JII06YI0 MUHYTY B KBAPTUPY MOXKET 3aiiTi KTO YTO[-
HO ¥ Torja Yxon HeMuHyeM. U elnie 6osibliie 3ayBaskasl UX
CoTblit — ee 3a MOpaibHOe MY>XecTBO (y>k COTbIiI-TO 3HaJI,
Kak ero jo6ut Cortas), a Myka 3a CUIbHOE TeJI0, KOTOpOe
Jierko Hecsio Teno ero Cotoii. Takue n0ayu He MOABEOYT,
nyman COTblii, CUIS B KOpUAOpEe Te TPU C MOJIOBUHOI Ya-
ca, KOTOpbIe yBakaeMble MM BCe GOJIbIlle MYKECTBEHHbBIE
JIFOAV TIpoBenu B ero goMe. Hamo oToaTh mo/sKHOe MyxKy,
CI0Zla OH CTaj 3aXOAUTb PEryyspHO, 1 co BpemeHeM Co-
ThIIi TlepecTayJl MelllaTh MM, a MHOI[A, MpaBaa CTPalIHO
TPyCS ¥ OZHOBPEMEHHO yBakasi cebsl 3a ydyacTue, CTajl
IIOMOTraTh MM, TaK J0 KOHIIA ¥ He MOHSIB, YTO 6bIIO CYThIO
X TaliHOM JesITeIbHOCTH.

U JKena ycTpomiach HUUYTh He xyke. IlomyunB Ky4dy
CBOOOAHOTO BPEMEHM ¥ BEYHO TIjle-TO ITPOIajaoliero
Myka, JKeHa mepecTaja CyeTUTbCS U 6eraThb 110 COCeTHUM
IoMaM, OHa [epykaja OABepb OTKPBITON, M KaKIObIi, KTO
ToMajan B ee IOM, YXOAMUJ BCerja CYaCTIMBBIM U yCTa-
JIBIM U Taske Ha BpeMsl 3a0bIBaJI O CBOMX BBICOKMX 3aMbIC-
JlaX, HO He 3a6bIBaj pasHOCUTb BecTh 0 JKeHe, KOoTopas
TaK Ieapa ¥ Tak HeyroMmuMa. JKeHbl XBaTWiIO Obl, HaBep-
Hoe, M Ha Bech ['opoa, HO MHGOpMaLMs MHepeaaBajach
TOJIBKO MEXIY CBOMMMU M MO YaCTHBIM KaHajJIaM, U 3TO
B KaKO¥-TO CTelleH CBSI3bIBAJIO ee TTPaKTUKY, HO BpeMeH!
Brepeny ObLJIO MHOTO, M OHAa Hajesyiach KOraa-HUOYIb
MIPUHATh U CaMOro IocjegHero >kxuteis l'opoma. KeraTty,
9TO TOKe He YaCTHOE JIeJo, U, 6eccriopHo, JKeHa oKa3bIBa-
Jla HEKOTOpoe B/IMsIHME U Ha XXU3Hb B ['opojie, 1 Ha K3Hb
HOBOIJT MIen, KoTopasi, MOTPeIbIXaBIlliCh, IOOOJMHSIIA U
YCIIOKOW/Iach, Kak 6abouka, ecau ee MYyCTUTh MO PyKaMm,
YTOOBI ITOCMOTPEJT KaXKIbIi, — KaK HU GEPEXHO, a IMocie
1IeCTOM-CeIbMOI COTHU PYK MbUIbIIbI TTIOYTU HE OCTAIOCh,
a cJieloBaTe/IbHO, U MPUBJIEKAaTebHOCTU. 11 BO3MOKHOCTU
JIeTaTh.
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Xi

yepes3 Kakoe-TO BpeMs B ['opofie Bce BCTAJIO OMSITh Ha

CBOM MecCTa, JaXXe XpOMOTa Kojieca CTajla Ka3aTbCs

eCcTeCTBeHHOI. lMelolue uMeHa HaCIKIINCh
SKM3HbIO, 3a6bIB CjioBa Beymmkoro. Kpome, pasymeercs,
Myska — YK OH-TO UX ITOMHMJI. JI/1s ymo6CTBa.

TajiHO 1 SIBHO y4acTBOBaBIllMe B ABMXEHUM 32 HACTO-
sitiee JIMLI0 TaiftHO U SIBHO YYaCTBOBAIM B 3TOM JIBUKEHUN,
IBUTIMCh TIOCTOSTHHO B TaKT XpOMOTe KoJieca.

TaMOKeHHUK TalfHbIX U SIBHBIX YUYACTHUKOB ABVKEHUS
3HaJI B JINIIO U T10 CIIMCKaM, a ec/iu He caM, To ero Komuc-
cus. Bpems oT BpeMeHM Haubosiee aKTUBHbIE IPUTOBAPU-
Ba/INCh K YXOAy, U TOTAAa BOJAa B KaHajax CTaHOBMUJACh
60J1ee KeNToM, yeM 0ObIYHO, a T'opox, paBHOMEPHO XpO-
Masi B TakT KoJiecy, IiieJl Ha BCTpeuy C HOBOJi XXKM3HbIO pa-
IIOCTHO, TATHO U SIBHO, KIS AJIsI ce6sT yauu B 9TOV HOBOJA
SKU3HM, UTO ObUIO M Ha caMOM [iejie CIIpaBeliMBO, 160
KasKIblil MMeeT IpaBo XOAaTh yAauu U 3acay>KMBaeT cya-
CThbsI — TAKOB OBL TJIaBHBIN 3aKOH ['opoma. U Bce ke gaTta
M Yac 9TO¥ BCTPeUM ¥ BO3MOKHOCTD (paKTa BCTpeuy 3aBU-
cenmy Terepb TOJBKO OT I'puMepa, OT ero paboThl, OT €ro
BIOXHOBEHUSI, HO KUTeISIM ropoja, Kpome TaMoskeHHMU-
Ka, 9TO OBLJIO HEBEIOMO.

Xl

ce yailie kejiTejia BOfa, ¥ ObUIM JTHM, KOTJA TeKaa OHa
C yTpa -0 Beuepa, U Jaske J0XKIb, KOTOPbI CO BCEM
CBOMM ITOCTOSIHCTBOM M BCECWUJIVI€M TOJBKO MOT yHe-
CTU ee, HO He MOT OCUJIUTb, PACTBOPUTH 3TOT SKEJNIThIi
LIBET OO0 KOHLA. IIOXKIb JIWJI U JIWI, COOUPasiCh CO BCEX
VJIULL U TUIOIIAMEN ropona, M BoJa B KaHajaxX IMOJHMMA-
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Jlach IOYTH A0 KpaeB, Ka3ajaoch, ellle yCuaue, U OHa repe-
JIbeTCSI Yyepe3 I'PaHUT, U 3Ta >KeJITas, JIUIKas IJI0Th pac-
TOJI3eTCs TI0 yIUIaM, OSHUMETCS 1O JIECTHUIIAM U 3a-
TOJTHUT JO0Ma, MOJHMMETCS BbIllle Kpbill, U Becb ['opof,
MCYe3HeT B pPas3MBIIEMCS XKeJITOM ITYMHOM, ITOCTOSTHHOM
TOTOKe, HO TOKa 3TOr0 He MPOMUCXOAUIO U TOJBKO Kasa-
JIOCh, UTO MOXKET Mpou30iTH. ['paHUTHbIE bepera KaHAJIOB
3aMETHO BBITSHYJIMCh BBBICh ¥ Ha BCSKMI Cydaili ObUIM
TOTOBBI K 3TOMY pa3/iuBy. 1 Koraa Boja Mojoliia K Kparo
IpaHUTa, K 9TUM BBITSIHYBIIMMCS BBbICH Oeperam, CTajo
SICHO, UTO HUYEro He MOSYyUYUTCSI CO CIOKOVHOM U HeTOo-
pOIUIMBOI paboToil. ['pumep y3HaA 006 5TOM MEPBBLIM, U
OLHOBpeMeHHO ¢ HUM — Mysa.

Emre Buepa oHa Baysuiach Ha IOy U, IpUAA ¢ pabo-
ThI, KpMUasia, 4TO €ii BCe HaJl0eJio, YTO Haaoesna 1 pabo-
Ta, M OXUIaHME, M Bce 3TU OecKoHeuHble TpuaLIAThH
cellbMble, TISITbIECST TpeTbU, IIECThIECSAT IlecThble,
BOCbMUECSIThbIe, CeMHaIaTble U Mpouyue, YTO TOUTHU
KakIbli1 Beuep OTKPbIBAJIM JIBEPU ee JoMa U MPOU3HO-
CWJIX TIApOJib, KOTOPbIV OHA y)Xe Bblyumyia HaU3yCTb U
rocJjie KOTOPOro OHa, CHavajia B OCTepBeHeHUM, a TO-
TOM C Y/IBIOKOJ, a MOTOM B 6e3pa3jnuuy, BbITPOBAKM-
Bajia 3TUX YPOJAOB C TOPSIIIUMM TJIa3aMu, IIOTHBIMU PY-
KaMM, KOTOpble TSIHYJINUCh K Hel, MPUBBIKHYB K MOAaT-
JIUBOCTU, U HOake ViMs He OBUIO TaK BCEMOTYINE, Kak
B ellle COBCeM HelaBHMe BpeMeHa, a UYTo ke TBOPWIOCh
B lopome, ecsim pmaxke Mysa Obuta 6GessamuTHa. U,
OoCTaBIIMCh OAHA, My3a aApoxkasa, CkaBIIMCh B KOMOK, U
skajena ceb6st, mouTy 3abeiBast o ['puMepe, U MyuMIach
OT c80€20 cTpaxa U 6eccunusi, U BAPYT — B MUHYTY, KO-
roa ['pMmep, OCTAaHOBUB PYKY Ha MOJITYTU K OUepeHO-
MY KBaipaTy KOXM, y3Haj, YTO CPOK HeBeUeH U HYKHO
He TIPOCTO CO31aTh, HEBaXKHO KOTla — TJIaBHOe CO3/1aTh,
a — 3aBTpa — My3a yCIIoKOuIach.
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Mysa ybpasa I0M, BIIepBble HE TOPOIISICh BHIMbLIACK,
He OLIYTMB yykaca M OTBpallleHusI K BoJe, KOTOpble My4n-
JI/ ee C TO¥ cymacieflieii HouM, KOrja Ha paccBeTe yBeau
I'pumepa. OHa IepecTana JymMaTh TOIbKO O cefe — UTO eif
MYUYUTEIbHO, YTO eli HEBBIHOCMMO, UTO OHA XOeT. U cTaia
MPOCTO KIAaTh, He aHAIM3UPYS U He Xkayies cebs B 3TOM
OKMAAHUM, COOPAHHO U CIIOKOITHO, UYTOOBI B JIIOGYI0 MM-
HYTYy, eciu OGygeT HyKHa, IOMoYb ['pumepy, XOTS ObI He
MydJasi ero cBoeit MyKkoit. Tak rmpu ymuparlinem 6osee ye-
JIOBEUHOCTY B UeJIOBEKE, CIIOCOOHOM ITOJIATh HAIUTHCS U
cliesaTh YKOJI, YeM B BOIOIIIEM, PBYIIIEM BOJIOCHI, ObIOIIEM-
CS1 O CTEHKY, TTOTEPSIBIIMM cebsl OT 601, TakK YTO yMupa-
0Lt ellle MO/DKeH AyMaTh O COCTPaJaHUM UM He MYYUTh
CBO€j 60JIBIO JKUBOTO. ..

N3BecTue, 4TO CPOK 3aBTpa, OTpe3Buio I'pumepa. Pyka
OITyCTWUJIa CKaJIbIle/Ib Ha KOXY.

KoHumsioch HeETOpOIUIMBOE TBOPYECTBO, M Hauajaach
KU3Hb. V60 ellle HECKONBbKO JHEl pasMepeHHOro, TIa-
TEJBHOTO TPYAA — U YK€ HEeKOMY OyIeT MOKa3bIBaTh JIM-
110, KOTOpOe TI0Ka 3HAIOT TOJIbKO ero Masblibl, TOJIBKO ero
MaMsITh, TOJIbKO €r0 BOOOpaskeHMe, — TaK Y3HAET B TOJIIIE
SKEHIIMHA TOTO, KTO OyJIeT OTILIOM €ee ChIHA, eIlle He cMmes
M03/10pOBATHCS U TIOAYMaTh, YTO ITOT UeJIOBEK OTKPOET ee
JIOHO ¥ OCTaBUT CeOS1 BHYTPU OYIIM €e, UTOObI CbIH CMOT-
pest BOT STUMM GOJIBIIMMM TJIa3aMM, YTOOBI €ro MaIbIIbl,
KaK Yy OTIIa, 6bIIM CYMJIBHBIMY U TTOABVOKHBIMMU. U HE MyK-
YMHY JIIOOMT OHA BO BCTPEUEHHOM M Y3HAHHOM €10, HO
Oymyllee CBOe, ITPOMIO/DKEHME ee Pofa, U Jaske eciau 3TO
HEOCYIIeCTBMMO U Jlaske eCiM 3TO He UyBCTBYEMO U He
BUAMMO €10, 3TO Ta IpaBAa, KOTopas CyIieCTBYeT [TOMMUMO
3HaHus ee. Taxk ske 1 OH pa3bICKMBAET cebe MaTh €ro poja,
y3HaBas ee IO 3amaxy TeJia, IIBETY BOJIOC U JIETKOI, CIie-
miaiiei, IMpPepbIBUCTON peun, KOTopasi, KaK OTIIeuaTKU
MaablieB, ABAKIbI HEe BCTpedaeTcs: B Mupe. Y I'pumep, 1o-
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HSIB, UTO He TIPUAETCS OTHbIHE €My OThICKMBATh U Yy3Ha-
BaTb TY, IJIsI KOTO IIPUILE OH B 3TOT MUP, MO0 HET BpeMe-
HU GoJibllle KAaTh, 3aBTpa MOCIeIHUIT NeHb, U eI XO-
Yelrb MPOJOJIKUATh PO, — OGHUMM TEPBYIO BCTPEUHYIO,
Jlexka Ha TpSI3HBIX, HEOCTPYraHHBbIX [OCKaX, MaXHYIIUX
COCHOV M CKMIIMIApPOM, Iie-TO BO3Jie TOBApHON CTaHIUH,
3a CTEHOI TPOTHUBIIIETO, TTOMYOOBATMBIIIETOCS capasi, OT-
BEPHYB TOJIOBY OT 3TOTO KYpHOCOTO, CTaporo, >KeBaHOTO
JIMLIA, OTHAl el M30BITOK CBOE XKM3HU, YiIu He obopa-
YMBasICh, IOTOMY YTO He CAejaellb 3TOr0 — U He Oyner
MPOJIO/DKEHUST TBOETO POJia, ¥ HUKOTAA TBOM TasbIbl He
BO3bMYT CKaJIbIIe/Ib, & TBOU IJ1a3a He YBUZST TBOIO pabo-
Ty; IIOTOMY YTO TaM, 3a CIIMHOIA, Y>Ke TYOUT TSDKeNblii CO-
CTaB, KOTOPBI UIET IO CBOEe Kojiee, HabpaB CKOPOCTh, U
TOPMO3U He TOPMO3U — HeKyJa CBEPHYTb €My, U CWI He
XBaTUT OCTAHOBUTD 3Ty TPOMany, M MAIIMHUCT, BeCh be-
JIbI KaK CHEr, TOJIbKO OYIeT CMOTpPeTh Ha TBOIO IPUOJIU-
SKaIOIIYIOCSl COTHYTYIO CIIMHY U COCTpazaTh Tebe, CIOBHO
OT 3TOTO COCTpamaHusl OyneT jerde ToJI0OBe TBOEI JIEeTETh,
BBIOPOIIIEHHO! WM3-TI0f, YYTYHHOTO KOJIeca, a KOCTU —
CKMMAaTbCS MOJ, KOJIECOM [JI0 TOMIIMHBI ITyCTOTHI.

U Bce ke Tebe noBesso, ['pumep, — mepen To60i TBOPH-
MOe TBOMMM PyKamu JINII0, TOUeH CKaiblleb, BEPHbI Majlb-
1Ibl, U Tebs1 oceHsieT My3a J1t060BbI0 CBoeit. Tam, Tie CTeHbl
loMa XIYT TBOEro BO3BpallleHbs], XpeT M Mysa, nepectaB
3aMevaTh BCe, UYTO OKPY’KAeT ee, Y TIOUTHU He IBIIINUT, YTOObI
IIbIXaHMEM CBOMM He TOMellaTb paboTe TBOEI, U ThI OIIIy-
IIaelrb, Kak 6YATO 3TO paCTBOPEHO B Tebe, UTO TaM, 3a CITU-
HOJ1, B CBOEM JIOMY, Y TeOsI BCe CITOKOITHO ¥ HaZeSKHO U elle
IO TI0e3[a, UAYIIero c3agy, He ONMH JleHb ITyTH, a MOoe3],
UIYIIVi Tebe HAaBCTpeuy, M3-3a KOTOPOTO Thl HE YCIBIIIUIID
IIPYTO¥, HATUTBIBAIOIINMIT M3-3a CITMHBI, Tebe HMKOTAA He ObUT
oraceH, TOTOMY YTO TbI MAEILb [10 COCEIHET KoJlee U OH, UIIS
HaBCTpeuy, Bcerga MpoaeTUT MUMO.
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...Cmacu6o, Mysa, 1 3a TO, 4YTO ceifuac CIIOKOJHa ThI U
YTO, He MPUHMMAsT MeHs, CIY>KiUJla MHe, OblIa BEpHa U B
paboTe Moei1, u B mmocteu Moeit. Criacu6o, UToO Myyniach
60J1b10 Moei1. Tak cepjilie HOeT, KOraa Iy1a3a BUAST ITOKOi
U cag B 6eJIoM LIBETY, IIOTOMY YTO 3a JE€PEBbSIMU CTOUT
TOT, Y KOTO HOX, ¥ TOTIOP, 1 BepHAasl pyKa " KTO XJIeT CBoe-
ro yaca IMOAHSATh Ha TeJIO PYKYy BEpPHO M TUXO, KakK KIEeT
mobuMass Mysa BosBpauleHbsl ['pumepa. Cracu6o, 4To
cBeTWIa CBeToM MOMM. Tak Ija3a morpysusuierocst B 60-
JIOTO, BBIITyYeHHbIE OT CTpaxa, HAIlOJHSIOTCS CBETOM pa-
IOCTU U CcrlaceHusi, TOTOMY 4YTO IIOJ, HOraMu TBepAo, U
60/10TO OKa3aJI0Ch MEJIKO IS MoMaBiiero B Hero. Criacu-
60, uTO OBLIA TOOpa MOOPOTOI MOeit. UTOo II0ICKMe BUHBI
nepen To00¥ M OPYT APYroM, KOTAa CMEPTh 3BEHUT Kejie-
30M IWIbI 3@ TIOPOTOM, ¥ CTOUT TOJbKO MEPeCTYNUTh ye-
pe3 Hero — HeT HOTU; CTOUT TOJIbKO HAarHyThCsl K OTpe-
3aHHOJ HOTe — U HeT IJ1a3, CTOUT TOJbKO YPOHUTD I'OJIOBY
B OeCCUIIUM Y CMUPEHUM — U HETY KU3HU. UTO UX BUHBI U
repeq; TOOOV M JIIOAbMM, KOT/Ia HEe OHU BEPTST JKeJle3HbIi
IVCK 1 HEeTYy APYToit IOporu, KpoMme Kak uepe3s Mopor.

X

a, GBICTPO Ke Bce MeHsIeTcsl B uesioBeke. TOMBKO BUepa

TpumMep pajoBaicsi TOMY, UTO €My BBIIAJIO IIPOJOJ-

SKUTb PO, JIeJia CBOEro, OCTABUTD JTIOISIM JIUI0, KOTO-
poe OTKpOeT MM TaltHy uyna JI06BM M HEXKHOCTU APYT
K Ipyry. TombKO Buepa oH ObLT CYACT/IUB, YTO MOXKeT bec-
KOHEYHO U He TOPOIAch paboTaTh M, BIVISIABIBASCH B He-
3HaKOMbI€ YEePThl, YNTATb KHUTY, KOTOPYIO OCTABMJIO Ye-
JIOBEYECTBO M KOTOpPasi BUAVMMA TOJbKO €My OIHOMY, —
BeCh OMBIT BCeX MacTepoB ['opofa, KUBIIUX 33 CTOTETUS
JIO0 HEro, JOCTyIeH eMy. W BOT KOTrJja OCTaaoCh BCETO TPU
WIU YeTbIpe AHS, YTOObl, He Pa3pylIvB HY OTHOI 4epThl,
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HM OJTHOTO JIUIIA, HO KaXXIbIM CBOUM [ABVDKEHMEM ONTyIast
MAacTepCTBO M B YMEHbe U JKeJIaHMM, CO3[aThb M MEPBBIM
YBUIETb HOBOE JI1I0, OH JIO/DKeH cremnThb. ['ocrnoau, ecnn
Obl 3HaTh paHbllle, YTO BpeMeHM TaK Majo, I'pumep 6bl
B TeUEHMe ABYX-TPeX JHei compast ObI 3TU MacKu ¢ Jlexka-
IIero mepem HUM OTHMM MaxOM, YTOObI TOT KOPUMJICS OT
601, M, COTBOPS JUIIO, HUUETO HE YBUAEB, HUYETO He
Y3HaB; BMECTO JIF0OBY BJIOKUB BCIO HEHABUCTD K UCITBITHI-
BaBILIMM ero 1 K ['opoay, KOTOpbIii MePTB B BEUHOI rOHKe
3a JIMJIEepCTBOM, B JKeJIaHUM 000WTH, OIIepeIUTh, YIVUBUTD;
BCI0 6O0JIb, MCIIBITAHHYIO MM, YTOOBI OHM elle GOJIbIie
HeHaBUIEIU APYT Apyra, YTOObI, BCTpeyasiCh pa3s B rofl, Ha
Boibope, OHM pasgupanu JIMIA, BhILIAPANBIBAIM IJIa3a,
JIOMaJIM PYKU U YTOOBI GBIV CUACTIIMBBI B 3TOV HEHABU-
CTU, TIOTOMY YTO 3TOMY OHM YUWJIM €r0 B KaXKIyI ero
SKU3Hb U KKIYI0 ero MmuHyTy. Ho Mysal..

M ocraHaBaMBaKOTCI MbICAKU [pumepa, U IepecTaroT
KPYKUTBCSI, U Y3Ke He KpaCHbI OHU, U He YepHbI, a ¢uosie-
TOBBI, U KEJIThI, I BECEJIbL...

Bce-Taku mpupaeTcsl CHSITb Ccpa3y BMeCTe HEeCKOJIbKO
JIALI, ¥ HUKOTAA HUKTO He Y3HAeT Ha CBeTe, KAKOBBI ObUIN
9TU Jauua... [IycTb 6yIyT YHUUTOXKEHBI T€, YTO OCTAJINCh;
HUKOTIA ¥ HUKTO He y3HaeT, KakuMy 6pl1u oHU. Ho cBoe
JIUIIO OH CAesaeT MpeKpacHbIM, CaMbIM ITpeKpacHbIM Ha
CBeTe, IOTOMY UTO HeJIb3sI, YTOOBI JTIOAY HEHABUIEIN APYT
Ipyra ¥ UX HeHaBUCTh CTAHOBMJIACh OIPOMHOI, KaK BO3-
IyX, UTO Herje ObLIO KUTh UeJI0BEKY, UTOObI HE ABINIATD
€10, IIOTOMY 4TO, KOrga HaUYMHAETCs I10oXKap, YHMUTOXKaeT-
CSI BCe M HMKAKOM JOXKIb HE B CHJIaX OCTAHOBUTH OTOHb,
TOTOMY UTO HEHaBUCTb CUJIbHEe TOKASL. ..

WY noka GYKCOBaIM U JIETEIY MBICJIU B TOJIOBE, MEHSISI
peliieHue, OTYasiHbe IpeBpaiiasi B Hajexmy, MOTOM B
CTpax, IOTOM OMSTh B HaZIeXXy, Majblibl [puMepa BuIeIN
TOJBKO MaJIEeHbKMII KBAaZpaTUK Ha MOBEPXHOCTU KOXM, U
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9TOT KBafpaT ObUT OTAENeH OT JIMIA, M HUYero He ObIIO,
KpOMeE 3KeJITOr0 KPOXOTHOTO KYCOYKa, KOTOPBIA HYKHO
ObIJIO OTCJIOUTD ¥ COXPAHUTh, — ITyCTh KOTIa-HUOYIb APY-
r'Me cAenaloT 3TO, BOCCTAHAB/IMBATD JIerye, UeM CO3/1aBaTh.
A 3TOr0 HUKTO He Ce/IaeT — KpOMe Hero.

XIv

TO 1 6BLIIO pelieHe — paboToit.

U moneresnia 30/10Tast IMXOpagKa — I10 KOXe, 110 Be-

KaM, 110 rybam, ¥ He CTaJI0 HUM BpeMeHu, HU My3bl, HU
3a60ThI O TOM, UYTO6GBI HE YCTaTh, YTOOBI OCTABUTDb UTO-TO
Ha 3aBTpa, 160 3aBTpa — HeT. VI 9T0 WITI03MsI, YTO 3aBTpa
HacTymaeTr. Korga mpuMxoguT 3aBTpa — OHO CTAaHOBUTCS
CEerofiHsl, ¥ Heuvero >KajeTb CUJIbI, HEUETrO KajeTh PYKMH,
HeYero >KajgeThb OYIIy, — OOMH pa3 BbiamaeT paboTaTh
Tak, Kak paboran ['pumep.

VI BOH3MJICS TTYT 30JI0TOM B 3T 60pO3/IbI, STU PHITBU-
HbI, 3TY IIPOBAJIbI 1 XOJIMBI. VI OrpoOMHOe I10J1e GbITO TTepes,
I'puMepoM, ¥ HYKHO OBLIO pacriaxaTb €ro M pasObuThb
KOMbsI, UTOOBI OHO JIEKAJIO B 3€JIEHU JIYTOB, U GBIJIO JKEJITO
OT MIIEHUIIbI, ¥ TIPEKPACHO OT 3epeH U xyeba, KOTOPbIM
MOYXHO HAKOPMMUTb JIIOZIEIA.

Ha npupet yposkail Ha moisl TBOU, Aa MPUAYT KOCIbI
BOBpeMSI, 1a CIIOPUTCS UX paboTta, 1 HeE60 — HebOo He I10-
IIJIeT Trpaja M JOXKIOS Ha skeiToe moje TBoe. CIbIImTe,
KpuuaTr KOJIOChSI, KaK 6epeMeHHbIe 6abbl, CJIBIIINATE, CEi-
Yac 1104, HO>KaMI MalllMH ITOAJIOMSITCSI MX HOI'M U LellaMU
OyIyT MOJIOTUTb MX TEJIO, M CBEPIIUTCS TO, YTO JOJDKHO
CBEpPIINTHCS, — HUIIMEe, 0OOpPBaHHbIE, TOJOAHbIE HETH,
ITOXOKMe Ha JKeJIThle JIMCThS, 3ejieHble JUCThS GOIOTHOI!
TpaBbl, B PYKU CBOM, IPO3payuHbIe PYKMU, TIOYUAT XI€ObI U,
rJ0Tas CJIIOHY, BOH3ST CBOM YepHbIe CTHUBIINME 3YOblI, U
MIPOCBETIIEIOT UX JINIIA, ¥ CTAHYT Jobpee 1y1a3a ux, ¥ BCTa-
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HYT OHM, U BBIAYT B MOJIE, M BCTPETSIT 3BEpeit, YTO OyayT
XOJIUTb, POHSISI KPOBb [IOJTY, ¥ HY OGHOTO YejioBeKa He pa-
HaT oun. Camu He Beasl, UTO TBOPST; OCBOOOIMB JIIOLEN
OT CTpaxa U >KeCTOKOCTH, HeTu OOJIOT TOWIYT OCYIIaTh
60si0Ta U CrIacaTh BCe JKMBOE, UTO ellle ecTh Ha 3emie. U
9TO OymeT, MOTOMY YTO MOJ pyKamu I'pumepa CKpUITUT
30JI0TOV TITYT, U BOT YK€ YepHa BbIBOPOUEHHAsT 3eMJIsl, U
BOT yXe Iap UIOET U3 Pa3BOPOYEHHONM PaCIaxHYyTOi dyep-
HOTbBI, HUKOTIa He BUIABIIEl O0KbETO CBETa, U IEBEIUT-
¢S, Kak xxuBad, 3emssi. Het Topopa, Het Jlexkauiero nepep,
HUM — €CTb XKaXk[ia, eCThb [IPaBo, eCcTh cBepiieHue. Ho tyT
OynTO BBIKAYa/IM BECh BO3MYX, KaK TOT/A, M JbIIIATh YKe
HeueM, U JiIeTKMe HaAy/ld0, U BOT-BOT pa3opBeT UuX; HO
I'pumep 3HaeT, 4TO OenaTb B 3Ty MMHYTY, U €r0 PYKU
MOABIMAIOTCSI KBEPXY, M SIBJAEHO MUJIocepiye — AbIIIaTh
YOKe Jierde, M JObIIIATh Y’Ke eCTb YeM, M MOKHO OITSITh — 3a
PYYKM IUTyTa, HO BaJUTCS 3€MJII M3-TION PyK, M KPUUUT
OHAa TOJIOCOM OOJM — WJIM 3TO rpauyy KpuuaT, Kpyska Ha
TaiiHei, BliepeB OKO B pa3BOpPOUYEHHOE JIOHO, HallejuB
KJIIOBBI B BBIBEPHYTBIX IUTYyTOM pa3pe3aHHbIX KPOBOTOYA-
mux yepBeil. Tak BOT mouyemMy MoOJ, CKaJiblleseM IlIeBesi-
JIOCh JIUIIO (He MYCKYJ/Ibl, He TKaHb) — UepBM BMECTO HUX,
KpacHbIe YepBU Meperviesii CBOU Tesa ¥ MOAHSIIV XBOCThI
VJTY TOJIOBBI, 3amuIast cebst v 6;M3KuX OT HoKa ['pumepa.
[MpuyacTHble GeccMepTUIoO uepBu. 1160 MEHSIIUCH JIUIIA,
MyIpOCTb IIypUIach M3 SKECTOKOCTH, OOJb BbllIe3ana U3
HEKHOCTH, CUJIa ycMeXalach 6e3yMueM — U TOJIbKO YEPBU
3Ha/M UcTMHY. OHU, OHM HeC/IM ee B CBOMX TejlaX, M 3TU
Teja Bcerma ObLTM B IBVMKEHMM, TIBITAsCh IOYAOOHee
YCTPOUTBCS BHYTPU TECHOTBI, TEMHOTBI U IyXOTbl. I BOT
Terepb HOX — JIydllle JU OH yayumbsa? M oHM, Kak 3Men,
MTOJHVMAJIY CBOM XBOCTBI WJIM TOJIOBbI HAaBCTpeuy GOJIN.
OHM MBITAINCh TTOKA3aTh CBOe MaCTEPCTBO, OZHO Oesoe
TJIOCKOe TeJIO M3MEeHWIO CBOIo (opmy, u I'pumep y3HaI
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BbIpakeHMe cKopou. TOJNIbKO OAMH IlepeMeHUI T03y U
IpYTO¥i OMYCTUJI CBOIO TOJIOBY — UM BOT YK€ YoKac MCKa3ui
quio. OTmaTtHya oun ['pumep OT 3TOro Jaulia, U TYT 3Ke,
KpacHbIf, KOPOTKMIA, CKPBIICS cpemy cebe MOMOGHBIX, U
CMeXOM MOJepHYIUCh TyObI Jlexkamero nepen ['pumepoM.
W, oTNOXMB HOX, MaablilaMM CBOMMM, HEKHBIMU, TOHKU-
MU, TIOABVDKHBIMM, KaK IIeCTHAAIaThle JOJIU HOT, Majb-
uamu, I'puMep cobpast ¢ KOCTel 3TuX 6e300MIHBIX CIEITbIX
TBapei, MOJTHbIX MacTepCTBa U CAMU3U, IIIEMHYJT KOMOK
pagocTu, 60/ M XU3HU B BelIpO, JOOTOPBAT HECKOIbKO
BpOCIIIMX B KOCTb M MYCKYJbI Tejl. K uemy 3aBuceTh OT
yepBeil, OT UX CYAOpPOT U TOJIOAA, OT X TECHOTHI U 6e3-
pasnuuus. [IycTh miaveT Ayiia — U mjiavyeT JIUIO, IYCTh
CBeT/ieeT OHa — M JIMIIO BbIpaxkaeT AYIIY, MyCThb CypoOBa
Iyla — U JIMLIO el TOI06HO.

MHe He HY>XHBI [IOCPeIHUKH C [VIaAKOM KOXel, MHEe He
HY)XHBI TIOCPeTHVUKM, HAaOUThIe MOUM TeJIOM, IepeBapeH-
HBIM B JIepbMO. I X0uy caM yJbI6aThCsl U ITaKaTh. MHe
Hy>kHa My3a, KoTopasi BUAUT MeHs, a He UX, IPUTBOPUB-
Mmxcst MHO. MHe Hy>keH I'opo/i, B KOTOPOM OyIeT TO, UTO
€CTb, a He TO, UTO TIPUTBOPSIETCS] TEM, UTO €CTh. MHe HYX-
Ha JIF0OOBb, KOTOpAasl TaK >Ke MCKpeHHa, U GeccThigHa, U
GeccTpalrHa, KaK Ta, KOTOPOI JIIOGSAT OpyT Opyra Tena,
OTKPbITbIE B JOBEPUU APYT APYTY.

Y, He B3IJITHYB, KaK KOpPUYaTCs, KapabKasich IPyT Ha ApyY-
ra, KpacHble uepBM, MOAMMHASI OCTATKU INETyXM JIUI, CO-
CKajb3bIBasl MO TJIAIKOI HMKETMPOBAHHON CTeHe BHU3 U
BCE-TaKM OITATh KapabKasiCh M IMOKMpast APYT Apyra M oCTaT-
KM TOTO, UTO TIPUBOAWIV OHY B IIBVOKEHMe, paboTtas ['pumep.

Pa6oTast 10 TOi1 TTOPBI, TTOKA OTKPBUIMCH IJIa3a IO, ero
pyKaMu, 1 OHU GBI IMTOXOXKM Ha I/1a3a TeX, KTO ITPOBOXKas
€ro, He MMesI CUJI TIOJI3TY 3a HUM, ueit x1eb ches OH, OCTa-
BUB YMMpaTh OT rojiofia; OJaBpuUBIINX €T0 Ha I/Ia3ax TO,
KOTOpasi ymepJia Ioj, JIarioil 3Bepsi; Ha CBOM IJia3a, OCTaB-
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1ecss CIPSITaHHBIMU BHYTPM BO BpeMs MCITBITAHUSI OT-
HEM Ha ILIOIIaaN... ITO GbIIN IJ1a3a IIPOILEHNMS U Hamex-
IIbI, 9TO ObUIM IJ1a3a MIOHMMAHMS U COCTPamaHusl. DTO ObI-
JIM TJIa3a TOW KM3HM, KOTOPYIO Jiermua I'pumep CBOMMMU
pykamu. DTo 66U I1a3a Mysbl, 6e3 KOTOPOi1 OH ObLI ObI
6ecroMoIieH 1 6eCCMbICTIEH.

TToTOMY UTO €C/iu ThI KMBEIIb HU JJIsI KOTO — ThI ITYCT
" MMSI TBOE TIpax.

W miexku yke BBUIOCHWINCH U3-TIO[ nanbLes ['pyumepa,
TTOXOKMe Ha T10JIe, B KOTOPOM CesiI OH XJieb CBOeIf U C KO-
TOporo cobpas OH ypoxkait cBoil. I HOC, CJIOBHO [1030p-
HBI1, 3aCTBUI HaJ, TI0JIEM, YTOOBI yOepeub 3TOT ypoyKkail u
COXPaHUTb 3epHa OT BOPOHbBS. U ckuppmaMu xyeba BCTaIu
ryObl, ajible OT 3aXOMASIIIErO COJHIIA M IPOJINTON KPOBU
>kHena. U oroien I'pumep, 1 MOCMOTpeI Ha Jiexkallero, u
OCJIEIT OT KPAacOThI U J06pa, CO3IaHHOTO MM, a KOTJa OTO-
IIIeJT 1713, PUBBIK, MPe0OPasKeHHbIN YBUIEHHBIM, — CYTb
Crosilero-Haz-BCceMM CTajia JOCTYITHA €MY.

U monsin I'pumep, YTO OH Mepeiesai TOMbKO BUIVMMOE.

MacTep JIOTH He TPOHY TYIITY.

[TpekpacHOe 6bIJIO BHEIITHMM.

CrosiemMy-HaZi-BCEMM BCe PaBHO, KakKUM JIMIIO €ro
BUJIAT U AENAIOT JIIOAU, MO0 CYThb ero JuIIeHa IIOTU U He-
JIOCTYITHAa BOBEKM HM MaCTepPCTBY, HU JKeJle3y.

Harpapa?

Koneuno, I'pumep 3acTy>KiT ee 3a CBOIO paboTy.

He xaxkmomMy [aHO y3HAThb CPOK OHEN, Aa elle TaK MU-
JIOCEpIHO, ¥ TaK My[PO, U TaK COCTPazasi, Kak OTKPbII 3TO
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Crosiuit-Hag-BceMu I'puMepy, KOro OH M He BCIIOMHUT
HUKOTIA M 6e3 KOTO OH BCEe PaBHO OCYLIECTBUII ObI TO, UYTO
MOTIJIO IIPOMU30iiTH 1 6e3 Hero camoro.

Xvi

pacmaxHyTble nBepu Jloma BcachiBasiu B cebsi ytozeit

u3 poxns. Kasanoce, ymaB, OTKpBIB CBOIO 57aCTUY-

HYI0, KaK YyJIOK, MacTb, IOCTEIEHHO 3arjaTbIBaeT
nosn3yiee, 6Ge33alMTHOe, HIyplialee IUIANIAMU U Tax-
Hyllee Ipo30ii, KoTopasi oTrpeMena Han 'opongom, 3aua-
poBaHHOe 6e3BOJIbHOE KMBOTHOe. V1 HaKOHeI] XBOCT ero
MeJIbKHYJI B CTBOPaX ABEPU, U OHU COLUIUCH JIEHUBO U
pPaBHOAYIIHO, BepOSITHO, 00603HAuas Havyajo IIpoIecca
repeBapyBaHusL.

Yamia 3aa 6b11a TIOTHA 10 KpaeB, U 6epeskHO 3Ty yalry
Iepxana pyka TamoskeHHMKa. OH BBIIIOJIHWI CBOIO MMUC-
CHUIO CEerOOHS Kak HaJlo, U Telepb BCe 3aBUCEJNIO yKE He OT
Hero. I nyis Hero HacTynasia nepefplimika. [laxke Boja B
KaHajlax Toc/ie JIMBHS ObUIa CEerofHs IMOYTH MPO3pavyHa.
Bechb ocraBmmiicst Topon, 605iCh mepeuThCS Yepes Kpaii,
Ha Kpaellke Kpeces BIWJICS I7a3aMy B CEPeIVHY CLEeHbI.
Tam 6b110 ITycTO. O6pa3ser mucues, 1 TOJIBKO HA €Tr0 MecTe
Ha KaMHe O6bUT TEMHBIN (J1a60 Pa3IMUMMblii KBaJpar.

Ho ero KOHTYpbI OBUIM 3aMeTHBI TOIBKO C TOCTeIHUX
pSIIOB, a C IIePBOTO, Ihe cuaen TaMOsKeHHMK U OTKyZa OH
oCMaTpuMBaJI 3aJI, Korga cHuManu O6pasell, MSITHO ObLIO
HeBUAMMO. TaMOXXeHHMK ellle TOr/ia, OCMaTpuBasi, yiblo-
Hysicst ipo cebs1. Ctosnbko BpemeHu O6pasel] MpoTopya
3ech GecripeMeHHO, a CHSUIM — M HUKakux cienoB. Ka-
MeHb He MeHseT 1]BeTa.

A 11 cupSImyX BBEpXY, B MOCJIeOHUX PSifax, 3TOT pas-
JIMUMMBIIA KBaApaT ITyCTOTHI ObUT HANEXOOM Ha TO, UTO
CerofHs mepeMeHUTCs UX cyabba. U KTo 3HaeT, KeM OHM
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BBIVIYT U3 3TOTO 3a1a. A MepBble PSibl, CTOIBKO yXKe BU-
IeBlle Ha CBOEM BeKy IepeMeH, 3apaHee CMUPSUIUCH
¢ 60J1bI0 OYEPEIHBIX MMOMPABOK, U KIAIU 3PEIUIIA, U TIO0-
CMEeMBaIMCh BHYTPU HaJ HaLEXI 0N nocaegHux psanos. Ho
U UX 3aXBaTWIO OXUIAHME, U YXXe 4epe3 HeCKOIbKO MU-
HYT, BOIIPEKM CBOEIi YBEPEHHOCTH, 6e3pa3IUUUI0, TOTOB-
HOCTY K IPUBBIYHBIM, HUYETO HEe MEHSIOIMM IIepeMeHaM,
OHM, He TTOHMMAsI, UTO IMPOUCXOIUT C HUMU, ObLIU 3a00HO
€O BCEM 3aJI0M, Kak Oy TO HaUMHAIM YyBCTBOBATH TO, UTO
He MOT MHOHSTh uX Mo3r. Tak cobaka BoeT HakKaHYHe CMep-
TU XO3SIMHA, XOTS TOT CaM ellle He BefaeT 00 3TOM CpOKE,
3HaeMOM cobOaKkoit. BepHasi 3akoHy OymyLIMX TPUUMH,
IUIOTh CIVIOTWIA Jtogeii. I BOT yke pasMepeHHO, JIUIIb
YyTh YYalleHHO 3a0WJIOCh OTPOMHOE Cepjlie 3aia, Kak
OYIITO ero YBeJIMUMIN U YCUITUIIM, UTOOBI KOKIbIN MOT, He
BbIOMBASICh M3 OOIIETO PUTMA, CMOTPETh TYZA, TIe TO/IKeH
Ob1 TIOSIBUTBCSI OH, Ube CYIIEeCTBOBAHME IIPEIITOIONK
Benukuit I'pumep, conporusisisicb TamoxkeHHUKy. [Ipo-
IIJI0 CeMb JHei, ¥ 6acHS repeBepHyIa MUP.

bepesxkHo pepskai yanry 3ai1a TaMOXXeHHUK, He LpoyKa-
Jla pyKa ero.

POBHO cOKpalllanoch TsDKeIOe cephle 3ana, T[OHS
BHYTPU JIIOAEN CTpax, HaJle>xXay, paBHOAYIIME Y HaOEeXKAy.
U tonbko TaMokeHHMK @ My3a skuiamu camu 1o cebe. OH
nogMurHyan Myse, KoTopas cuiena psagom ¢ HMM. Mysa
HaTpsKeHHO, 3aTHAHHO CIUTIONIVIA T'yGbl — OHA eIMH-
cTBeHHas xxpasna ['pumepa, a He TOTO, KOTO >KIai 3a7l.

TaMoskeHHMK 00elas eit 3Ty BcTpeduy 3aech. Ho oHa xo-
potiio omHwiIa ¢pasy TamoskeHHMKA, UTO OH HUKOTAA He
TOBOPUT IpaBmy, — 3Ta (pasa M36aBjsiia ero OT JIIOObIX
ompaBranuii. Ho kak Hu xpana Mysa 'pumepa, Bompeku
Henpasze, Ha MTHOBEHbe 3aJ1 TIepeBEePHYJICS B ee T1a3ax U
OIISITh BCTA/I Ha MECTO, U TOJIbKO OFHA Karuis — Karuis ciie-
3pl My3bl — MpoamMIach 4yepes Kpai, korga ['pumep orry-
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CTMJICSI OKOJIO HEE U B3SUT ee PYKY CBOEIi JIaJJOHbIO, ellle TOo-
pstueit ot paboTsl. Ho yske Hekorpma 6bUT0 pamoBaThCs APYT
JIPYTy — CBET Ha CIIeHe YCUJIMBAJICS, a B 3ajIe CTaJl yObIBATh,
Kak GY/ITO €ro 13 OFHOTO COCY/Ia MEPETUBAIA B APYTOIA.

U erie Tuiile cTana TUIIMHA, M TOJbKO HECKOJIBKO Cep-
Jlel] 3aCTyJaay BpasHOOOIi, GpICTpee, a TIOTOM U OCTasb-
Hble HaBePCTaIM UX U BOILIM B HOBBII PUTM, KaK OyATO
roe3, Habupaa CKOPOCTb.

XViI

orjla CBeT B 3ajie Ilorac COBCeM, a TeHb Ha KaMHe UC-
ye3jia BOBce, I'pumMep BCTand U MOTSIHYA My3y, moBen
ee yepe3 MpoXOabl K BBIXOAY.

Y My3bl Kpy>kujaach T0JIOBa, M OHa MOYTK He TTOHMMa-
Jla, YTO TIPOUCXOOUT C Heit U The OHa, IOTOMY UTO OHa
CJIMIIKOM JOJITO XXOaja ero.

Mysa HEMHOrO IpHIIUIa B ce6sl, TOMbKO KOraa AOKIb
3aCTydyasl 10 ee KamionioHy. M omsiTh mponasa U J0XKIb, U
BCe, UTO OKpYyXayio ee ceituac. He 6buto Hu T'opopa, HU
JIUBHSI, HU OKUaHUS.

Ha xakoe-TO MTHOBEHbe OHa IpUIlIa B Cebs OISITh,
KOTJa OH OITyCTUJI pyOaxy C Hee MO TI0sIca, U TTOTJIaINAI ee,
¥ BKJIIOUMJI CBET, U CKJIOHWJICSA HaJ Heli. KocHyscs cBoeit
rpyabio, 1 My3a olfyTuia 3TO BeJIMKOe MTHOBeHMe, M OHa
MIPOTSIHy/Ia PYKM U 06BWIa mieio I'puMepa. Y He moHsIa
ero cHayvajia, KOr/ia OH CHSUI ee PYKU U TIOJIOXKW UX BHOJ/b
Tena...

— Tbl Gosibllle He JIOOMIID MeHSI? — cKasaja Mysa,
elle He Bepsi TOMY, UYTO IPOUCXOAMUIIO.

— §I Huyero He cKaxxy Tebe, HO ThI JO/DKHA ITOBEPUTH
MHe, UTO $1 Aeal0 TO, YTO HY)KHO. Y MeHsI OYeHb MaJio
BpeMeHU, — cKasan ['pumMep, — oueHb Majio, HO $I TIOCTa-
paroch cAenaTh BCE, UTO CMOTY...

204



U Mys3a nogHsia ri1asa U TYT TOJIBKO YBUesa, YTO OHa
B Jabopatopuu ['pumepa, 4TO KPyrom OeJible CTEHBI, YTO
IO, Hell ONepanMOHHBIN CTOJ, UTO B pyKax y I'pumepa
CKaJIbIleNb, 1 00JIb B MIPAaBOM YIJIy pTa 3acTaBwia ee I0-
HATb, YTO yKe uueT omnepanys. Tak, cpasy, 6e3 mogroTos-
KM Jiniia, 6e3 3aMOPaskMBaHMS KOKY, 10 JKMBOMY.

— CmoTpy Ha MeHSI, — ckasan I'pumep, — CMOTpH, U
Tebe CTaHEeT JIerye.

U erie TsKeslee HABAIMIICS Ha TPYIb €€, ¥ OHA OITYTH-
JIa ero Teso u ero 6osib, My3a, KOTOpast 3Hajla ero TakuM,
KaKuM He 3HaJI HY OOMH YeJIOBEK B Mupe. JIUIIOo JTI00BYU U
paboThI 3aIbIIIANIO HAM, Helf — U BCe CTAJIO0 eIVHBbIM: JII0-
60Bb, 60J1b, OILyIIeHNMe TeJIa; U yke ObLIO HeCTPAIIHO YyB-
CTBOBATh, Kak U3rmbaeTcss Koxka 1o, IJla3aMiu, Kak CTaHO-
BSATCS TsbKeslee Iy6bl, KaK POT HAIIOJHSETCS KPOBbIO, KaK
T'puMep MeHSIET BaTy BO PTY M KaK CKaJIbIleb YMCTUT PO-
TOBMILY IJIa3, ¥ OHA HAUMHAET BUIETb iuio [pumepa, u
OHO MHOe, YeM ObLIO ellle Buepa... A BKyC KpOBU BCe CUJIb-
Hee, 60JIb CWJIbHEe, HO CUJIbHEee U HesKHOCTDb Tena [pume-
pa... A oH paboTaer, TOPOIIUT ceOsl ¥ CMOTPUT Ha ee Me-
Hsmoleecs: aUI0. Boma u cie3bl MafaloT HAa OTKPHIThIE
MBILILbI My3BI.

— Begp 51 ycrelo, s He MOTY He YCITeTb, ITyCTh ITPUOI-
3UTEJIbHO, IyCTh He COBCEM TOUHO, HO 3TOro 6yJeT JocTa-
TOYHO U ThI OyIElb KAATh MEHS.

— 4 Bcerpma 6yny kKoaTh TeOsI, TOIbKO ITOUEMY ThI IIIa-
Yelllb, TOJIBKO TTIOUEMY MbI 31€Ch?..

— 41 ckaxxy Tebe, — ropoput I'pumep, — S CKaKy, TOJb-
KO Jait MHe ycrieTb. [ToTepmin...

Ho He Tak-TO mpocTo TepreThb. YKe BCe JIUIO TOIbKO
MBIIIIIBI, TOJbKO KUBAsS TJIOTh, M OHO TOPUT, CJIOBHO ITO-
skap TOJI3eT IO JIUIY M CKUTaeT Ha HeM BCe, UTO ObLIO,
yTOOBI HA 9TOM MECTE BbIPOC/IA TPaBa, UTOObI HA 9TOM Me-
CTe BBIPOC/M IIBETHI, UYTOOBI HA ITOI 3eMJie KMJIO HOBOE
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o My3bl, TOXoXee Ha ee Aylny, oxosxkee Ha auio CTo-
SIIIIEerO-Hal-BCeMI. AX, 9TOT MOKap, HUKAKOTO TeJia, TOJTb-
Ko 60j1b. M KOrma emie LBeThI? A ceifuac OroHb, OTOHb U
IbIM, U MAXHEeT IIepCTbI0, M HeueM AbIIIaTh, M He3auem
SKUTh, M HET HUKOTO, HM ['puMepa, HM CTaporo, HY HOBOTO
suiia. TonbKo BbDKKEHHAs! CTellb Ha Bce KUIoOMeTpbl. U
Korja ele B30WAeT Ha Ieresuille repBas Tpasa, 1 Koraa
ellle 3alBeTeT MEePBbIl LIBETOK U IePBbIii MaJeHbKMI1 3e-
JIeHbIIt Ky3HEeUMK CII0eT CBOe MyJipoe Iesik, a ['pumep pa-
60TaeT, 1 CJIe3bl AJAIOT B CTEIlb, ¥ XOJIMBI €e JieXkaT y He-
rO TIOA, TPYAbI0 U UyTh ABUKYTCS, BCe Tuille U Tuiie... 1
TUXO TakK, UTO MPOJIETUT MTHUILIA, M MOXHO B3OPOTHYTb OT
3TOrO CTPAIIHOTO IIyMa.



[TABA YETBEPTAA

HOBOE IMWLIO

TUXO TaK, UTO CTaHb ellle TUIlIe — U BbITEUET XKU3Hb
U3 3a/1a, KaK BBITEKAeT BOJAa M3 pa3BaJIMBIIENCS B
pyKax yaliu; TOpPHOe 03epo — 4Yepe3 TpelMHy Ha

IHe; KaK OCTaHaBJMBaeTCs I0e3[l, KOr/ia U3 Hero BbIXO-

IWUT TIOCJIEIHUI TbIM, IIOTOMY UTO CTOPEJI Yrojib, 06ecTo-

YuJIM TIPOBOAA, OABEM Ofloes Koseca. Ho, MTHOBeHbe

TIOMe/IJINB, BbIIOXHY 3a/1 — U TepeBas nosaau. [Iposo-

IIa, KaK BOAa — KaHaj, 3alOJHUIM BaTTbl M BOJIBTHI, U

3aIbIIJIM KOjleca, M ONSATh Habpaau CKOpoCThb. BoT

OHO — JBUKeHMe, TOPJIO0 TepexBaThiBaeT, PYKM BILIEIM-

JIUCh B TIOJJIOKOTHUKM MeJHBIX Kpecesi, TOJIOBY BIiepe[ U

r1asa Tyna, roe CTosIIMIi-HAL-BCEMU SIBJIEH 3aly. YKe

1o3aAy TepBblii CBET JMUIlA, OCJENUBIINIA BCeX, Mopa-
3MBIINIT KaXKIOrO CUASIIEro B 3ajie CBoeit JobpoToii, cu-

Jioit u MuaocepaueM. Tak OCHeIIEHHBIVI BCTPEUYHbIMU

dbapamMu nepecraeT BUIETh BCE BOKPYT, 8 TOJIbKO BCIIBIIII-

Ka TOPYUT B Ija3ax, XOTS yXe [ajeko UM MallMHa U ee

cBeT. I mOCTAaTOYHO BUIHO BOKPYT, UTOOBI pPasiMUUTh

IIOpOTY U CBEpPHYTb, IIOKA He yaapuia cjieayolas Umy-

mas 6e3 cBeta ManiMHa. CBepHYyJ ObI, a STOT CBET B IJIa-

3ax. M moka He MPUBBIKINU K HEMY, KaskAblii BUIEJ JIUIIO0

BOOOpaskeHMEM CBOMM, CBO€Ji CjIernoToi. [la, 3To TO Jn-

110, KaKOe >KIIa/IM OHU.
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Ho mpoxomuT Bpems, ¥ KOHYAETCSI CJIETOTa M30bITKA
CBeTa, YeJI0BeYeCKOe yXO CJIBIINT CJIOBO, ¥ OHO ITOMOTaeT
BUZETb TO, UTO HE B COCTOSTHUM Pa3/IMUUTD T/1a3.

U niepBbiii TAMOXXEHHUK, UTO ObII 30pue U IIPOBOPHEN
YMOM, YBU/IJI MHOE HOBOE JIMIIO.

U ctpax 3amons B cepAtie TaMoskeHHMKA.

U mmoka JMKoBaJ B 6e3MOJIBMM 3aJl, JkKaba CyHy/Ia CBOi
HOC ¥ 171a3 B cepAlie TamokeHHMKA ¥ ITepeKpblia KialaH,
yepe3 KOTOpbIi Oexkana B Teno TaMOXeHHMKA KpOBb, U
HeueM CTaJIO AbIIaTh, ¥ TaMOXXeHHUK TJIOTHYJ BO3IVX,
coBceM Kak ['pyMep, Korja ocTayicsl B CTEKISTHHOM KOJIIIa-
Ke, U3-TI0Jl, KOTOPOTO BbIKayaiu BO3Ayx. U TepecTan [bi-
maTh TaMOKeHHUK, U cobpasics TaMoskeHHUK.

«A Terepb BCe, UTO B TeOe eCThb, Hy Ke», — U OH uepe3
pasgaBIIniics, Kak poT, KjaarnaH MPOTOJKHYJ 3TOTO 3ejie-
HOT'O CKOJIb3KOTO YPOZa U 3afblIIa/l POBHO U CIIOKOIHO.

Crosmuii-Ham-BCEMM IIPOBEJ €ro: MOXKeT, U Oyher
criaceH I'opop, MOKeT, U OCTAaHETCS B HEM XM3Hb, MO-
KT, U OCTAHYTCS Te, Y KOTO JIKIa XOTsI Obl He COBep-
ImeHHO momo6HbI uiry O6pasiia, HO TOJHBI K mepenen-
Ke. A muuo TamMOXeHHMKA CAUIIKOM 3a IpeaeaMu 3TOo-
TO «TOTHBI».

U cTano mycTo u 6ecCMbICIEHHO BHYTpY. Tak GbIBaeT C
OpemylmMM B ITyCThIHE CYTKM 3a CyTKaMM, TOYHO 3HAIO-
MM, TJie Boja. M momosi3 mosiyMmepTBbIii, U BOT yXe Ipo-
TSIHYJT PYKY, UTO6bI HAOpaTh BOZbI, ¥ BEPHYTHCS B SKU3Hb,
M HAyYUThCS CHOBA JIIOOMTb, M OOSITHCSI TIPOCTHIX BeIIE
(TIoTepM BJIACTH, UYTO OPOCUT Ta, KOTOPYIO JIIOOMJI, WJIK TO,
yeM 3aHUMAJICS BCIO JKM3Hb, — 3a0Ty>KIeHnue U 6eccMbIC-
JUIa), M BOT YK€ TMPOTSIHYJI TyObl, UTOOBI BEpPHYTHCS
B SKM3Hb, YTOOBI OOMOUYMTD UX CYXYIO, IIEPIIAaBYI0, PACKO-
JIOTYI0, Kak 3eMJIsl B 3aCyXy, KOy, HO OHa Ha TIja3ax Jo-
TIOJI311Ier0, TOTepSIBIIEr0 BCe B ITYTM, MOCTYIIMBIIETOCS
BCEM B MYTH, UTOOBI AOMOJI3TH, ViiIeT B MECOK, U Iepe
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HUM OKa)KETCS TOJIbKO BOPOHKA, Takasl e cyxas U MepT-
Basi, Kak JOpora yejoBeKa.

TMomonsnu ry6el TamoskeHHMKA BHM3, Kak OYATO JIOM-
Hy/lla TPOCTb ItocepenuHe. I'pumep, UCIBITaHUE, CIIEXKKA
OBIDKEHMEM, ThICSUM MPUTOBOPEHHBIX K YXOOy C MCIOMI-
HeHueM Yx0[a, TakK YTO BOZA B KaHajle CTAaHOBUTCH Ty-
CTOI, KaK HedTb, yUacTHE B COBOKYIUIEHUSIX TOJT BUIOM
yYacTHMKA OBMKEHMS BO uMs 6jara 'opoga, Bo MM cIia-
cenust ['opona, Kaskaplil yac, OTHAHHBINA HA TO, YTOOBI I'0-
pop, KuJl, KaK XU OH O0 TamMoOskeHHMKa, Hejernas ccopa
¢ Benukum, Kotoporo u OH, TaMOKeHHMK, IepeXMBET
HEHaA0JIro.

TamMOXXeHHUK IIOTEP BUCKM, 3aKPbUI IJ1as3a U YBULEN
MbICab. EMy ceifuac 6611 HyskeH I'puMep. BoT mouemy ToT
yBes1 My3y u3 3aia. Yepes uac y My3bl 6yeT HOBOE JIUIIO.
3Hauut, u y TaMOkeHHMKaA eCTh 3Ta BO3MOXHOCTb — IOKa
elte 31 cnymaet CTosiero-Haz-BCeMu.

N TamokeHHUK BCTaja, U B TEMHOTE TOAHSUICS MeJ -
JIEHHO, U TUXO IO CTYIeHSM BBepX K BXOIHON ABepu; na-
>Ke TOYHO yBUAEJ, IAe MOXHO HaiTu I'pumepa — B ero
ymabopatopuu. I HuKTO Ha TaMOXeHHMKA He 06paTuiI
BHMMAaHMS, [IOTOMY YTO TaM, BHU3Y, Ha CIIeHe ObUT CBET U
TaM Ccyabba KakOOro Havaja CBOIO HOBYK nopory. U
TOJIKHYJT TUXOHbKO TaMOXXeHHMK JBEPb, 4 ObLIa 3arepTa
Bepb.

EMy 711 6bIJIO He 3HATh, UTO, €CJIM ABEPU 3aKPBITHI, HE
OJTHa TyIiIa KMBasi He CTPOHET UX ¢ MecTa. U ele Gosblie
BHeIIIHE YCITOKOWICS TaMO>XKeHHUK.

OH ocTaHeTcs 34€eCh, B IOCTIEOHEM PSIAY, OKOJIO ABEPH.

U korga Bce O6yeT OKOHYEHO, BbICKOIb3HET U HalimeT
I'pumepa.

Eiie He BCce mOTepSIHO.
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IToka XOOsT HOT'M, CMOTPSIT I71a3a U €CTb YeM JIbIIIATh.

N TaMOXXeHHMK, KaK KOIIKa, FOTOBAasl K MPbIKKY, CIIO-
KOITHO pa3BaJWiCsl B Kpecjie y caMoil aBepu. IlociegHne
psinbl TIOUTM Bce ObUIM CBOOOAHBI. CIMIIKOM MHOIME B
Toc/aegHNe THY MOMyYMIM YXOmd, HOMEpPOB He XBaTallo,
yTOOBI 3aIOIHUTh BCe Kpecsa, M6o Ipoleaypa odhopmie-
HMSI B HOMep TpeOoBaja onepanyn, U psSIoBble IPUMephI
IIPOCTO He yCIeBa/IM BOCIIOIHSTD YIIeIIINX.

cnoBa CTosiiero-Hai-BCeMM ysKe 3aroaHsuM 3a1. Tak

BOJla, XJIBIHYBIIAs B BBIKOIMAHHBIN KaHa/, cHauasa

TeueT MeJIEHHO, BIMTBIBASICh B 36 MJII0, HO BOT Habu-
paeT CKOPOCTb, U Y)Ke TIepBbIe PsiZibl 3axXBaueHbl TeUeHbeM
MBICJIM, TOJIOBbI HAUMHAIOT KPY>KUTBHCS OT a3apTa U CUJIbI,
KOTOpbIE TOMSIT B ce6e COMHEHbSI U CTPaXx.

JKenaHbe, IMpaBo, HEOOXOIMMOCTb, HEOTBPATUMOCTD
IeiCTBUS, KaK ceMeHa, OpolleHHbIe B KMPHYIO TIOUBY, Ha
r7a3ax IeJKaloT B He60 moberom, — TeueT MbIc/ib CTOSI-
IIero-Hajl-BCEMM, CKauKaMM IT00ery IpuoaBJIsIioT B POCTE.

HeiicTBUe — HAMONHSETCS TeJO CUION, KaK BO3LYXOM
pEe3VHOBbIE UTPYIIKMA.

HeiicTBue — CYy>KMBAKOTCSl I71a3a. DOMHMIBI B CTeHe
KpernocTu, a He rasa. M 3a HuMMU — mudpbI 3alIUTHI, U
HamageHus, ¥ nobepl MPhIraloT, KaK B KACCOBOM aIlrapa-
Te MarasuHa, rme 6OKO MIeT pacHpoiaxka MoelleBeB-
IIMX TOBApOB.

IleiicTBUEe — 3HAUUT IIepeMeHa...

Kaskapii1 CJIBILINAT TO, UTO OH XOUET CJIbIIATD.

Nmerommit UM eguHOMMYEH B BOCHOPUSITUM MBIC/IN,
3aTOMNMBIIEN ero yIin.

[TepBblit psn, 11ECTOE MECTO.

Iaske mpuscCTal.
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...UepT BO3bMM, B JIpaKke eCTb CMbICJI. 3alllUTa TOTO,
YTO MMeelllb, — JIeJI0 CBITOe, obeaa — ux GopmMa KU3HH,
BCe OCTaeTCs Kak 6b110. TONBKO 3aCTOSBIIASICS KPOBb, Kak
peKa B IIOJIOBOJbe, Becesieii MoGeXXUT Mo BeHaM. U yke
PYKM HaIybIBAIOT MOIJOKOTHUK — 3TO OpYyXue, KOTO-
PBIM CY;KIEHO ITO6eIUTb.

[MepBoiii psaf. CegpmMoe MeCTo.

[Ipenceparens.

IMopa nmpyMHUMAaTh CTOPOHY MOCAeAHNUX PSIIOB, 32 HUMU
6ymymiee. 3a TemMu, C KeM OH ellle He paboTas, cjiemoBa-
TeJIbHO, OHU XXUBBI, CJIEOBATEIbHO, OH [JISI HUX TOJIBKO
BeJIMKOAYIIHBINA, MuiocepaHblii Ilpencenatens Komuc-
Uy, HO y Hero ecTb VIMg. OH OTKaXeTcsl OT cBoero Mme-
HI, & CBOIO PabOTy OH TOTOB BBIMIOJHATH O€3bIMSIHHO, JIeT-
ye MoTepsTh MM, 4eM K13Hb...

TpeTuii psin, necsaToe MecTo.

Myx...

ToJBKO UTO MOOMIICS TOrO, O YEM MEUTaTh HE MOT, U
YKe TIOTepsiTh, @ 9TO Bbl BUAENN... 1a OH OOUH — BCeX —
3y6aMu, HOTTSIMY, HOTAMMN...

MecTo ofgyHHaA1IaTOE.

XKemHa...

He BBS3BIBATHCS, TOAOXKIATh, UeEM BCe KOHUMUTCS. JKe-
Ha HykHa BceM. OHa 06epHyJach, I1a3a 3aja UM MUMO
Hee, HO CKOJIbKO Cpeay BUIMMBIX €10 ObLI0 3HAKOMBIX
J1a3, YTO 3aLIUTST U OCTABIT B KUBBIX... [l0IOXKAATH.

TpuHazauaToe MecTo.

...CrpaBegnuBo. [la, mopa HauMHaTh BCE CHayasa.
Jlyuime moma, jydiie 6a6bl, aydiiye... KoHeuHo, mpaBo-
Ta Ha CTOPOHE IMOCIeIHUX PSIOB, ¥ TOrAA He OYIeT BHYT-
p“ CThiZla, CTpaxa, HEBOJM XUTh IO 3aKOHY VMeHu, He
cytrasi cebst BHYTPYM, KOHEUHO, MPSMO ceifuac IepeiTH,
He3aMeTHO, [T0Ka He 70 TeOsI...

TpuauaTs mepBoe MeCTo.
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...J1s1s1 Hero B cjioBax CTosIIero-Haa-BCeMM Kua, ObI-
Jla BUAVMA, OINYIIAIach YBEPEHHOCTb B Iobefe VIMEH,
B UX U3OPAaHHOCTM, B UX IpodeccMOHATbPHOM YMEHUMH,
B IIpaBe ObITh Haf [0pooM, ITOBeIeBaTh UM, MO0 UTO MO-
TYT BOT 3TU POXKM, TYCKJIbIE, IOUYTU Pa3HOIMKME, IO CPaB-
HEHMIO C ero JIMIIOM, ITOJ00HbIM Juily O6pasiia... JIpyroi
O6pa3sel? Ha 3T0 CcylecTBYIOT IpUMepbI, U 3aBTpa Y HUX
OyzeT BOT 3TO JIMIIO, ¥ 3aBTPa OHM CHOBA... JIyUIIlle TIOTe-
PSATh XU3Hb, YeM UMS... M masblibl BOIUBAINCH B TOAJIO-
KOTHUK Kpecsia, TSKesblil, 3eJleHOV Meau, IOUYTH TOIop-
MOJIOKOTHUK.

TpupuaTh TpeTbe MecCTo...

B 3amope u cuie cBOeil MpaBOTHI XOAIM KOHIIA peun
TiepBbIe PSIABI.

KABIN CIIBIIIAN TO, UTO XOTEJ CBIIIATD.

B 3amope u cuiie cBOei NMPaBOThI CUISIINIA BCIeT,
3a MEePBBIMM PSIIAMM 3aJ1 JKOaj, 3amepeB, cjioB CTosI-
Iero-HaJi-BCeMI.

V3ke BOHA MBICIM AOXJIECTHy/a 0 UX YIei, 0o UxX
IYII, YKe KakKIOMy CTajo SICHO, M JaXe TeM, KTO ObUIM
B TIOCJ/IeIHUX PsiflaX: BOT OHO, He 3psl YIIIU UX COCelu, UX
Ipy3bsi, CETOMIHS 3aTIOJIHAT MMM TIepBbIe Psifbl 3a YXO/I, 3a
CBOM JIOMAa, 3a CBOM Cajbl, 3@ CBOJ ITOKOi... OHM SICHO
C/IBIIIAIN, YTO CTapblii 3aKOH paspyiuleH. HoBoe auio —
BOT Mepa HOBO KU3HM.

Bce HaHOBO.

Bce mecTa B 3ayie CBOGOIHBI.

Hamo ToapKO cHavaja repBbie psiibl CKPYTUTD B O6apa-
HMUIT POT, BbDKATh, KaK BBIMBITYIO COOAKY, pyKaMu, — 3TO
IOCTYITHO MM, BOH MX CKOJIBKO, pSifi 3a PSIIOM Bechb 3all,
HMKOTHA He BuAeBmMx O6paser] Tak 6/11M3K0, KaK IepBble,
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3aTTOJIHMBIINX BeCh 3aj1. Bcerma MM HYsKHO ObIIO B TEMHO-
Te, JjoMasi PyKM U TOJIOBbI, APAThCSl 3a TO, UTO IEpBbIe
MMenu 6e3 Ipaku; U Jaske UCKOBEPKaHHbIe, MTOTYyCMSThIE,
ToJTy3a/iyllieHHbIe, HO BbIKUBIIINE, OHM BCE PaBHO OCTaBa-
JIUCh JJIS1 UMEH HUYeM U HUKEeM, U MO-TIPeXXHeMY IepBble
psiobl He BUIEIU UX U AeUIU MeXay coboit aydiiee, UTO
6su10 B 'opoze. BoT oH, yac pacriaThl, BOT OHa, BO3MOXK-
HOCTb B OIHY MMHYTY — 6e3 Tpyzda, 6e3 oreparuii, a 3Ha-
yuT, 6€3 6011, OMHUM YCUIMEM — TIOJYIUTH TO, UTO IIPU-
HaJIJIEXKUT UM.

CnaBa Benukomy I'pumepy, yTo OTKpbUT UM CTOSIIIIEro-
HaJl-BCEMM.

Beceno 6Gnecrenu wmx rnaza. CTo TpuAuaTh BTOPOI
HallfyTiaJl HOTO¥M KaMeHb IUIAThI — IIaTaeTcsi — M packa-
YyyBaj ero. Xopoumit MaTepuana KaMmeHb, JOK/ISI He 60UT-
s, a ISl Apaky — Jiy4lle He npuayMaellb. CoTas crpsita-
JIa PyKY Ha TPyau, y Hee ObUT CBMHIIOBBIN aMyJIeT, U Majlb-
LBl ee MMOTUXOHBbKY CTaau MepeTUpaTh JbHSHYI HUTb, Ha
KOTOPYIO aMyJieT O6bUI MofBeleH. AMyseT He Xy[liee U3
ODPY>KUIA, €CJIN OH TSDKeJT.

CorTblit ¢ XagHOCTBIO AyMaJ, YTO OH Kak CJefyeT He
MIpMHUMAaJI y4acTusl B IBWKEHUM, pa3Be UTO OOVH pas, U
YTO eMy BPSIZ, M UTO-TO JOCTAaHeTCS B 3TOM 3ajie, 3aTO
Corast, — ¥ OH TOINAIUI ee JIOKOTh, KOTOPbI/i ObUT Ha
ypoBHe ero ry6... CoTast nepeTtupana JbHIHYIO HUTb. OHa
TOJIbKO UyTh ITOBEJIA JIOKTEM, U Iy6el COTOTO pas6uiInch o
€ero 3yObl, ¥ KpOBb IobGeskasia 1o ero nogbopoaxy. «Ia-ma,
cripaBeqiMBO, — rogyman CoTblii, — OHA, GeTHSIKKA, TaK
CTpagana, Belb OHa Tak JII0OMIa MEHs, a UTO MOXKET ObITh
HEBBIHOCMME} HPABCTBEHHBIX MYK», — U KPOBb [IJISI HETO
6bUIa YCTIOKOEHMEM ¥ B KaKOM-TO CTeIeHM MCKYyTIaia ero
MaCCUBHOCTb B IABVMKEHUM, I OH CBOMMM Pa3bUTBIMU Ty-
6amu TIOIIENIOBaN ee JIOKOTh. CoTas Jaske He BBITepsa
KpOBb — OBbIIO HEKOTA.
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Ax, Kak 6611 11paB CTOSIIINIT-HaL-BCeMM.

Bce MOJKHO, ec/ii 3TO HYKHO Tebe.

Kaskmblit MMeeT mpaBo ObITh caMuM c060ii 1 3aHUMAaTh
MeCTO, KOTOpoe TI0 ero IMpeAcTaBaeHuIo, NpeJHa3HaueHO
eMy. VI HUKTO JjIy4Iiie, BOT, HalpuMep, TeOsI, CIbIIIAIOCH
KaXX[IOMY, He 3HaeT, Yero Thl 3aCTy>KMBaellb...

Ha, ciagkas My3blka BMeCTe C KpPOBBIO KPYTWJIacCh
B UEJIOBEUECKOM Tejie, ¥ ec/iv Obl B Hee OITYyCTUTH TUIbIBY-
M1 OTOHEK, KOTOPbIii BUAEH CKBO3b Te0, TO MMEHHO
9TM CJIOBA ObUIM OBI BBIMTMCAHBI UM B CBOEM ABMKEHUM:
BOT OHA, MCTUHA.

Kaxxppiit mpas.

Ecnu oH nmeer 1nipaso.

Kaxgpiit iMeeT MeHbllIe, YeM 3aCTyKMBAeT.

Bot oHO, IBMsKeHMe, U KasKIblli ITpaB — ero pesy/ibTar.

Iyie HUMX HOBBIM OBLIO TO, YTO BpPEMSI OT BpPEMEHU
ycrapeBano. CTapbie CI0Ba ObLIV HOBBIMM B CYTU — BHYT-
pU, B CMBICJIE, & HE CHAPYXM B 3BYUYaHUU U CYLIECTBOBA-
HyK. Y 3TO B pafOCTHOM BO30YKIEHUM IPUHMMAT 3al.

[MpuiTo BpeMsi, KOrjia CTaja0 HeU36eKHO HOBOE JIUIIO.
W 370 uiio 6bUIO Y3HAHO OKOM 3ajla U JKaJHO IPUHSITO
UM, — TaK cyXasi 3eMJIs IpUHUMaJIa JOXIb.

Jlerko 6bIJI0, ¥ CBETIIO, U SICHO OTHBIHE B TOJIOBE 3aJia.
3an 3Haj, YTO JejaTh, M TOJIbKO XAl curHana. Bece yxke
MMPOMCXOWIIO, TIOKAa TOJBKO BHYTPM TeJla U B BOOOpaske-
HUU, HO MPOUCXOAWN0. VI KaskOplii OTpeneTupoBaa CBOE
TepBOe IBVKEHME, M KasKIbIil BRIOpAJ cebe Kpecsio, KOTo-
poe 6ymeT ero...

Ax, Kakasi 3TO CMJia — paspelnTh 4YeIOBEKY OTHUM
MaxoM IIpeoJioieTb TO, Ha UYTO Y BCeX YXOHST TOJbI,
SKU3HbB, POJI.

Ax, KaKas 3To cua!

OHa, KaK BOJIKOJIaBa Ha BOJIKa, ITyCKaeT MPOBMUHIINIO Ha
CTOJINILY, TOHUT CTelb B TOPbI, MOpEe pa3iaMBaeT Ha PEKH,
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TOpbI Mlepe/ie/ibiBaeT B KAHABbI, TPSI3bI0 3a71MBaeT MOTUIIBI,
B MIHOBEHbE COBepIlIaeT KPYrocBeTHOe IyTellecTBuUe U
BO3BpalllaeTcsl C APYroii CTOPOHBI, OTKyAa ee He XKIYT,
BelllaeT cama ce0s, ¢ XpeHOM M C MacjioM JIOMIaeT CBOUX
IIEHKOB, IIPOM3BOANUT HA CBET BOXXnii My3bIKy M OCTaBJISI-
eT MYIIOBMHY, YTOObI Y3Kac ¥ 60JIb KIUJIM, TIOKa He YMPYT
MaTh U TUTS, MeHseT 60roB, Kak MEHSIOT CTapbeBIIUKU
TPSITIKM Ha MAEHbIM, XYeT OMTOe CTEeK/IO, MCITbITHIBAS
HacJaXIeHue U TOPAOCTh 3a CBOJ JKeNyI0K, 0OMaHbIBAEeT
caMa cebst M [0 BTOPOMY KPYTY CTAHOBUTCSI MUCTUHOM, UC-
TUHOJ CHApyXu M MPOTUBOIOJIOXKHOI cebe BHYTPHU, U
B UTOre BpEMEHHOI, Kak cama 3Ta CiJIa.

T'ocriony Boske, CKOJIbKO SHEPIUM YXOAUT Ha TO, UTOObI
B pe3yJibTaTe MPUIATU K TOMY, C Yero Bce HauajaoCh, U 4ye-
pe3 Kakue rnorepu!..

CKOJIBKO OBl 3Ta CuJIa BepTesa KoJjec, IBUraaa Kpblib-
eB, MpPoM3Be/ia Ha CBeT JeTeii, MMocajuia HOBBIX JIECOB,
BbIIyMaJia HOBBIX CJIOB, B3aM€H CTapbIX U HUYEro He 060-
3HAUalOIINX, HOBBIX CMBICJIOB, KOTOpBIX, Kak IMTUILY
B OpOIIEHHbIN IOM, MOXHO ObUIO IIOMECTUTh B CTaphle
CJIOBA, CKOJIBKO JKM3HE He 1cue3/io Obl B 6e3bIMSIHHOCTH,
KaK BOJIH, PACTBOPUBIINXCS B OKeaHe... CKOJIbKO ObI Teruia
MpMOaBWIIOCh B KaKAOM AoMe Mupa. Hy ke, CTPeIOUHNK,
repeBeiy 3Ty CUTYy Ha OCHOBHON MYTb, ITyCTb MPOJIETUT,
He OCTaHaBJIMBasCh...

HaneBo moiigemns — cebs1 moTepsiellib, HapaBo IIO¥-
Ielllb — YeJioBeKa yo6bemb. IIpsmMo moiipenis — Hasap
BepHeIIbCS.

KpyTsiTcs Kojeca rmoesna, ¥ HeT HMKAKOro BeIGOpa, Te-
0s1 Be3yT, JIETSIT BaroHbl, 1 ykKe He pa3obpars, IIe UMeHa,
re HoMepa, OfHa JeTAlas Macca, KOTOPYI He OCTaHO-
BUTb, He TOHSTb, HO M 3aXOTU KTO-TO CONTM, TOJIOBY
0 CKOPOCTb OTOpBET: «BbIx0[ia HeT» — rOPUT B BaroHe, Kak
B CaJIOHe camojeTa Haamnuch «He KypuTb», rae, 4To «BbI-
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X0Za HeT», ¥ MucaTh He Hamo. M B I/1asax KaXOoro, yxke
OTIPOKMHYTBHIX B Ce6sl, — HOBOE JIMII0, KOTOPOE OTKPBUIO
9TU IJIa3a, KOTOPOe B3sI0 Ha ce6s Bce X 6O/, mmevann u
BCIO VX BUHY.

9To N1 !

Morsia nu oyiia 3aja He MOBEPUTb €My, MU MOTJIO JIU
YXO 3aJIa He YCJIbIIIaTh HOBbIE CJIOBA, €C/IM B 3epKajie UX
JIIOOV Y3HAJM ce6s?..

U yke He 66110 CTOSIIETO-HAI-BCEMMU, U Y3Ke UCUE3IIH,
CIIPSITATNCh CKA3aHHbIE MM CJIOBA (TakK MPSYYTCS B CYMBI
GecriaTHbIe XJIeObI B TOJIOAHBIE TObI), a 37 BCE CUIEN
MOJTUa U ellle BIMTHIBAJ B ce6s1 maske 9X0 ckasaHHoro Cro-
SIIMM-Hag-BceMu. Tak, CheB CBOJ JIOMOTh Xjie0a, HUIIMIA
MOI6MPaeT KPOIIKYM M C SKaJHOCTBIO OTIIPABJISIET UX B POT
TPSISHBIMM MCCOXIIMMM PYKaMM.

Eiie Bupenu noau cebs B KpacoTe HOBOTO Jiuiia (Tak
MCKOBEPKAHHOE 3epKajIo AeaeT ypoaa MPeKpacHbIM), HO
y3Ke JIOIIHY/IM TepBbie 3epHa ¥ BCXObI BBITSHY/IUCH HAPY-
KY.

U Coras, 3akaB aMyJIeT B TIOJHSTOI pyKe, IepeceKia
He TepexXoaMMyI0 HUKEM TpaHMIly MPOXOIa M OIyCTMIa
CBMHIIOBBIN KyJIaK Ha rojioBy JKeHbI, ee 3TO ObUIO MECTO
B BOOOpa’keHUM — BUepa U B IIPaBe CBOEM CETOAHSI, HO U
My cmena To, UTO JOJDKEH ObUT CIeNIaTh KasKIbIi, MMe-
owmii UM, npu HarnageHuu 4ejgoBeka C HOMEpOM, — OH
mepexBaTui1 pyKy COTOI, Koraa Kyjak C 3akaTbIM amyJie-
TOM ITOUTY KOCHYJICS BOJIOC JKeHbI, ¥ BIBEPHYJI PYKY BMe-
CTe C IJIEYOM, M, MSICO OPBIZHYJIO KPOBBIO, U TpeCHYyJIa
KOCTb, ¥ JIOTIHYJIa OCb, ¥ TI€pPBOE KOJeco KPyTaHYI0Ch
B 3aJIe U 3aBEPTEJIOCH ellle CUIbHEee, OTAENbHO 110 KaMHSIM,
10 OOPBIBY... M1 HaKpeHMJICS BaroH, 3alleny MIIajay, BbI-
Ipal ee U3 3eMJIM, ¥ 3aBS3aJ] Y3JIOM PeNIbCy Iof, COOOIA,
Kak OyATO He MeTasUl, a CypoBasli HUTh ObLjla ITOJIOXKEHA
TOJ1, KOJIeca, ¥ BCTaJI BarOH IOTIEPeK rmoe3/a.
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OHUYWICS 3aKOH, M OCTajach TOJbKO IpaBraa, KOTO-
pPYI0O 3HAJ KaKABI M KOTOpas Jenaja ero CBoOO[-
HBIM.

U 3aTpemiany Kpecia, ¥ pBaHy/IMCh BepXHUE — BHU3, &
HIDKHME — BBepPX WM Ha CaMOM [ieJie H/DKHMe — BBepX, a
BepxHMe — BHU3. V] KOHEUHO, cpeiyt HUX ObUIM Te, KTO
XOTeJs 6b1 BBITYU U3 UTPbI, KTO ZOOGPOBOIIBHO ObI OTHAM TO,
yeM BJIajiesl, KTO IIJIeBaTh XOTeN Ha 3Ty MUIIO3UIO UesloBe-
YyecKkoy mepcrnektusbl, Ims u HoMep. Ho... pa3Be Haiia
MYAPOCTb MOMOraeT HaM, KOrJa MbI JIETUM B TODSILEM
camoJsieTe, CTOMM Ha OKHe IBAAIIATOr0 3Taxka, MOJIbIXalo-
ero, Kak IuUcTepHa ¢ HedThIO, TaK JU YK Mbl MYAPBI
B Kylle JIe3ylMX APyr Ha fApyra BaroHos? Uro Ham
YBEPTKM, JTIOBKOCTb, CHEPKaHHOCTb, OUIUIOMATUS, BOJSI,
MpOBUIEHNE, TOTOBHOCTDb K 3TOMY, pABHOLYILME. ..

Jit, moe3y, KTo Tebs1 TOCTaBUII HAa JOpore, MoIepekK my-
TH? DT YePTOBBI PEJIbChI CBSI3aJT Y3JIOM U BHIGPOCUI X Ha
060umHy. Kak yieTesio, KyBbIPKasCh MOJ, OTKOC, 3TO >Kejie3-
HOe uynoBuile, HadapIIMpOBAHHOE JIOIbMU, CyobOamMu,
HageXaaMy, Kjiaccamiu, HoMepaMy, BarOH Ha BaroH; Kak
ObIK Ha KOPOBY, Kak Kobesb Ha CYKY... I BCTaau BaroHsI
YT Ha Ipyra, a B HUX — OTPBIBAIM PYKU, KATWIUCH, KaKk
PpacchIlIaHHBIN IO MOy FOPOX, BbIllapallaHHble I1as3a, Cy-
XOKUIUSL PBAIUCh C TaKUMM TPECKOM, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIU
py)keliHble BBICTpPEJIbl, MO, IPYL0ii HOT JIONAAUCh FOJIOBBI,
KaK BO3ZYIIHBIE MIAphI OT 6Y/1IaBOYHOTO YKoJa. U 3%, 3ax0-
IWIIU KyJIaKu, 3aXO0UIN.

MoskeT, He XXUJIU U Mbl, @ MOXKET, XUJN...

T'yauT BBEpX KOJIeCaMU MOe3[, AbIM U3 TPYObI BAJIAT.

B knoubs ero! U nopiileHsb B BO3Ayxe ellle JIeTUT U I10
MHEpLUMM KPYTUTCS, a CTekna-To! Tpax-x — u B rnasal A
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DPYKM-TO KpSIKK — U B uepenax! U Takas 3aBapyiuka, ['oc-
oy He mpuBeau. JIMIIO-TO Y BCeX OHO, He pa3bepelrb
ybe — Ybe, BCe OBIOT BCEX, M HEM3BECTHO, KTO — KTO U
KTO — Yeli.

Bupen 6bl ceituac aTo I'puMep — Kak cobaka jer Obl
MEKAY CTYJIbeB Ha TOJ M 3aBbUT GbI OT CBOE IJIYIOCTH.
JKu3Hb BiIOXKEHA B 3TO.

B samo?

Bot B 9T0?

ITpokpyTuTh OB Ha3am BpeMs, He MyxKy 6 JMIIO Ipa-
BWJI, a Ipupesan 661 TaMOXKEHHVMKA B TEMHOM YIJIY, CaM
661 YXOI TMOMy4YmI, Tak GbLI0 ObI 32 UTO — He ObLIO ObI
amoeo. He co3gaTh — COXpaHUTh. DTO OOJbIIE YEeM CO-
30aTh, a I[JIaBHOE — CHACUTENbHEN [Jig JIoOel, IyCTb
O6e3bIMSHHE, HO cIlacuTelbHeli. Hepmens cuacTbs i
Myka u JKeHbl — HeBeMKa Harpaza 3a BCe MyKU. A 3aTO
He JieTesl ObI M0e3[, BBIKPYUMBASICh HA JIETY M AABS II0-
MaBIIMX B KeJie3Hble CKIaAKMU. A OrHs-TO, orHs! Llucrep-
HY, UTO JI, KTO-TO JJIsI ITYTKU B COCTaB MPULIETTNIL...

Hepmonro Myxky cyactbe papTuio, Kak MOIHSIIO, TaK U
OITyCTWJIO, TOJIbKO TMOHMKeE, YeM 10 MogbeMa XKui. Ubu-To
HOTM TIPOILIM TIO0 €ro TrojioBe, UbS-TO HOTA 3allHy/l1ach
B Iax — ¥, Kak cobaka, CKproumacs My, XJTIOMHY/Ia
SKM3Hb M BbIBAIMJIACH HApPYKy BMeCTe C SI3bIKOM, U He
BCIIOMHMJI OH HMKOTO, TOJIbKO TE€peBepHYJICS TOPSUnii
Toes3]] B ero I7la3ax U 1orac, Aa amyseT CBUHIIOBbIN BbIBa-
JIUJICS Ha TTOJT M OTKATUJICS MO KpecJio.

A xusHb mpopospkaercsa. KTo-To aBepu mITypmyer.
C pasmaxy TaMOXXeHHUKOM B HUX, KaK GPeBHOM, OBIOT.
HaBHO y TaMO)XeHHMKA BMECTO T'OJI0BbI MOYAJIO, a JIYIIST U
JIYTISIT; HA HUX HacelaloT, OTTACKMBAIOT, a OHU, KaK Jieco-
pyObl, MOHOTOHHO, KaK MasiTHMK, pa3MepeHHO, KaK ITyJe-
MeT, 4aCTo, KaK BIOX ¥ BbIJIOX, HEM30EXKHO... A 6a6bI-TO,
6abbl. B HOrTM [a B 3yObl, @ BOH ellle — MPUIYMAIOT JKe,
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3aMaJnMIv CaMbIX yCepAHbIX. XOpOIIIo TOPUT MSICO, beraer,
BOITUT ¥ TOPUT, @ BCE-TaKy YIaCTBYET B JIpaKe...
Ho Bce He BeuHoO.

v

’Ke BpOJie M BaroHbI IOJ OTKOCAaMM, a TIapoOBO3 JOTO-
peJt, JOOBIMMII, M HM IbIMAa, HM OTOHbKAa — OJHA KO-
IIOTh TOJILKO YUTO ¥ OCTajach. M KaxkeTcsl, MEpTBO BCe,

HET HMYEro, TOJbKO >Kele30 M TUIIMHA. AH HeT, U 30ech

MIPOJ0JIKAETCS KU3Hb. KTO CO CTOHOM, KTO Aaske CIIOKO-

HO, KTO U He TIOJMelllb KaK, HO HauMHAIOT BBIIIO/I3aTh U3

3TOW >KeJIe3HOI CBaJIKU.

V HeBa’kHO OKa3ajJloCh B Apake, B 3TOM KpYKeHUMH,
y Koro ViMs, y KOro HOMep, ¥ TeX U OPYTMX JIeSKUT HaBa-
JIOM, BIIEpEMEIIIKY, 6e3 cueTa, 6e3 pazbopa, MeX CTYJIbEB,
B MPOX0[Iax, Ha CIlieHe, a BO3JIe ABEPH XOJIM BbIPOC M ellle
YYTh LIEBEIUTCS ; TOXKE JIIOAY BEIOUPAIOTCS 13 HEGBITHS.

To/IbKO BOT Kak HY KPyTH, a C HOMepaMy Hapoay U Io-
JIETJIO U YIIeJIeNio Bce ke Gosblie. M1 B 9TOM, pasymeercs,
€CTb CBOV PE30H ¥ CBOSI CIIPaBeAIMBOCTb. BoO-TepBbIX,
ViMeHa 1 10 KpYIIIeHMsI B CpaBHEHUM C HOMepaMM UTO JIOK-
Ka Me[a B 60UKe JerTs, a U3BeCTHO, YTO ITPOTIOPLINIO U CTH-
XSl IATUT, @ BO-BTOPBIX, BCe-TaKM, I10 Mzee, 6OJIbIIMHCTBO
MEHBIIMHCTBO 110 CTeHKAaM pa3sMasbIBalo ¥ MeOHBIMU TO-
MopaMy TJIyIIWIIO, a eC/IM M HA060POT BBIXOAW/IO, TaK 3TO
pasBe MaciTad?

Yto 6bUIO, TO OBUIO, a Terepb BBIOJ3IN YIIEIeBIINeE,
OIJTyIIIeHHbIe, BSUIbIE, BBIMOJI3/IM, OTJISIIENNCh, OCBOMIIUCD,
OTOLLZIM UyThb, MSATble-TIlepeMAThle, KpydeHble-HeIOKpY-
YeHHbIE, OCOIOBEIOCTD C I71a3, KaK CKOPIYIIa C TOIOBBI ITPO-
KITIOHYBIIIETOCST LIBITUIEHKA, CBAIMIACh, M TYT K€ TIEePBbIi
TIpUILEAINNii B ceOsl, Ha BUJI CaMblii YIIEJIEBIINI, Haske pyoa-
Xa Iiesasi, 3HAUMT, JKeJIe3HbI O0ell, a MOKeT, KOHEUHO, U
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CTyyalfHOCTh WM, Kak JKeHa, OTCUIeNCs, KaK rapKHeT Ha
BECh 3aJI: BSDKM CBOJIOYENT BO MMSI HOBOTO JIMIIA.

U noHsiiu cpa3y Homepa, KOTo CBSI3aTh HAJl0, CBSI3aJIN.
A yem cBspKellb? Py6axu ¢ MepTBBIX 6a0 ¥ MYKMKOB CTa-
TN, PA30PBaIM U CBI3aIM, @ KTO MOTYCOIIPOTUBIISLIICS,
TOTO i1 IPUMEPY HOXKOW CTyJia U 4eM TaM IOf, PYKY
TIOTAJIO ellle OT KPOBU TbsiHble HOMepa TPaxHy/u, He My-
YasiChb pasMbllIeHMsIMU. I TO BepHO — Kakasl TaM >Ka-
JIOCTh, KOrjia uX OpaThbeB BOH CKOJIBKO TI0 BCEMY 3aiy
MeXITy pasouTeiMu psimaMy BansieTcs. IlpaBma, 9To ere
BOIIPOC, KTO UX MOa0Xua. Ho s Koro sTo Bompoc? s
HOMepOB SICHO — MIMeHa, KOHEYHO, 0COGEHHO Te, KTO JKUB
OCTaJIcsl, BOT 3TU. JKesle3HbIN Ha ClieHY BbIllIes U IMOMpo-
CwI 6paTbeB, 10 HOMEPY CBSI3aHHBIX, HA CIIEHY BOJIOYMUTD.
IToBookIn.

MavJio BOT TOJIbKO ¢ IMeHaM1 B SKMBBIX OCTaJIOCh.

JKeHa, KOHEYHO, He Mpomnana, B YaAy Aa B aay, moiay3a-
MOXIIasics, MoJ, KpecjaaMyu OTCUIeNach, BCS B CUMHSIKAX, a,
Kak U >XeJie3HbIl, TTOUYTU 1leJIeXOHbKa. 3HAUUT, eCTb BbI-
X0[I, KOT[1a BarOHbI OAMH Ha OJMH BCTAIOT?

Her!

A JKena?

CiydalfHOCTh, pa3Be OHAa OAHA MbITAAach BbIBEPHYTh-
Csl, YIIOJI3TH, TepecuaeTb, BOH OHM, KaK MOA, KpecjaMu
ObLIM, TaK TaM M OCTa/INCh, KOMY T'OJIOBY HOTaMM pasjia-
BUJIM, KOTO TOIIOPOM...

Yncrag CJIy4aiiHOCTb, 4TO M HoBas ComnpeacenaTenb
SKMBA, XOTS, KOHEUHO ee IPodeccusi B YeM-TO HE MEHbIIIe
aj, yeM TOT, UTO MPSIMO Ha IVIa3ax paccachiBaeTCs, Kak
BOJA B 3eMJIIO ITocje JuBHS. [IsaToK >XuBbix MiMeH u mno-
menbue Habpasics. Cpenyt HUX u Jupektop My3sl — 3aHsIT
CcBOGOHOE MECTO.

A HoMepa paboTaloT — LieJible Kpecia U TO, 4YTO OT HUX
CUISTYETO OCTAJIOCh, MOOJIMKE K CIIEHE CTACKMBAIOT, BbI-
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PaBHMBAIOT, OISITh B PSIIbI IPEBPAILAIOT, U TTOUTH 6e3 py-
raiu, 6e3 Ccriopa B HUX pacCakMBaIOTCS, Ja ¥ O YeM CIIO-
puTh. BoT OHa, ynaua.

HeBITbCOT TPUALIATh CeAbMOI B MEpPBbIi psi, Ha Iie-
CTOE MECTO CeJl M TaM KaK BCIO KM3Hb CUJIENT, PSIOM ObIB-
mmit TpexCcOoThlil, ¥ IpOYMe BpeMeH!U JapOM He TePSIOT.

A BOT 1 Halll 5KeJie3HbIN, [1eBSIThbCOT AECSThIN, B KPeCao
TamokeHHMKaA OIyCTWUJICS, IPaBAa, He B MpeXXHee Kpecio,
TO BApebesru, B KIOUYbsSl pa3sHECEHO, HO Ha 3TOM MeCTe
HOBOE IIOCTaBJIEHO, HE HOBOE, pasyMeeTcCs, BOH elle U
HoMmep IlleCcTbCOT IMIECTHAECST LIECTON BUIEH Ha CIIMHKE,
HO MecTo — TamMoO)XKeHHMKa, a 3HAUUT, U CMBICJI — TJIaB-
Hoe. CeJl )XeJle3HbIM, a BCTall TaMOKeHMHKOM.

W Havasoce.

— Tak, — ckasan HOBbII TaMOXeHHMK. — UTO MbI C
BaMM JenaTh OymeM? Bbl CTOJNIBKO HANIMX JOPOTMX HaM
JIIOJIei TTOJIOKUIIN.

OpnuH 13 CBSI3aHHBIX HA HETO OTPBISHYJICS:

— CamMmu 1 TOJIOXKWJTN, & TO KTO Ke?

Pa3Ben pykamyu TaMO>keHHMK TPYCTHO U TIOKaj Iie-
YyaMmu, U3 TIepBOTO psifia MOAHSUINCH U TOAOLLIU K TIOK/Ie-
MiuKy. M cBoMmMu pykaMmu Ha Tj1asax MPUCYTCTBYIOUIMX,
KaK TOBOPUTCSI B CTAPMHHBIX XPOHUKAX, IPULYIIVIIN 3Ty
THULY, KOTOpasi cMejia BO BpeMs peuu TamMokeHHUKa (0o
yero monum 3t VimeHa, usbanoBas mpenpiayinnii Tamo-
SKeHHMK) TIepeunTh.

Homepa Toske mopsimok 6T, Orranpuiu youroro. JKe-
Ha YBUJIE/IA €T0 BhIBAIMBIIMIACS SI3bIK, U ee MIepefepHyIo0, U
HaIoOMHWWI OH et Myxka B noctenu. U moHsiia JKeHa, 3a 4To
HeHaBMzena oHa Myska BCIO SKM3Hb, KOr/ia OOPBIBAJICSI B HEM
3araji, — Ha yIaBJIeHHMKa ObUT IIOXOX. 1 rmomyMara ¢ obier-
YeHMEeM, UTO OCBOOOIMIACH OT MysKa, 1 Y/IbIOHY/IaCh.

— Vnbibaenibesi? Hag HaMu cmeemnnbesi? — TamMoskeH-
HMK 3alleics BeCb. Kak BCSIKMIA TOMBKO UTO 3aXBaTUBIIMIA
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BJaCTb, OH, KOHEYHO, ObUI MyYMM KOMIUIEKCOM HeJoBe-
p¥s K TTOAJIMHHOCTY YBaXKeHMs ero BIacTHu.

Ho ynbi6Hynacs ere mvpe JKeHa 1 ckasasna:

— 41 mpocTo paza, YTO ThI MOCTYIMU/I KaK HaCTOSLIMIA
MY>KUMHA.

3ps1, 4TO Jin, OHA TEepeobIasach MOYTH CO BCEM Hace-
neHuem Topona, 3a CBOIO PasHOOOPA3HYI0 KU3Hb UeMY
TOJIbKO He Hayuusach, a YK C MY>KMKOM JIAIUTh eit pa3s
TUTIOHYTh. BpIciIasg OuIIoMaTus OTHOLIeHUit Obuta 1o-
CTyIIHA eif, Kak Tabnuiia YMHOXeHMS IIKOJIbHUKY CTap-
IIMX KJIacCOB, OHA-TO 3Haja, KaK CKas3aTb U YTO CKa3aThb
B TaKyl0 MUHYTY ObIBIIIeMY [IeBATHCOT JlecsIToMy, MO0 Me-
CTO MECTOM, a BHYTPU OH (IIpaBLa, KOHEYHO, IJIOC OIIBIT
KpYLIeHUs) OCTABAICH IIOKa IpeXHUM [IeBIATbCOT Hecs-
ThIM, Y KOTO Ha YMe HOMep IOBbIIlIe (YTO AOCTUTHYTO), Aa
6aba B MoOpsiaKe, rae-HUOYIb U3 BOCbMOJ COTHU. A YK UTO
KacaeTcst JKeHbl — B 3TOM ke 3ajie JAaBHO JiM, KasKeTcs,
TIOTeN M COTeN OH, B CIIMHKY KpecJia BLEIUISICS BO BpeMs
roKasaTesibHOM JI06BM. [la U KTO yileneeT Tepe[ Ipere-
crsimu ee, JKeHbl, TeJ0 KOTOpPOW OH, Kak M Bce, 3HAJ
Hau3yCTb U CTOJIbKO AHE HOCUT B Jylile cBoeii. U OH cka-
3a1 JKeHe, YCIIOKOEHHBII ee CJIOBaMM U TOOIMIPSIEMBbIii
CBOMM >KeJJaHWeM :

— Tl 3acaykuia npolleHue.

U HUKTO 13 3a/1a He CKa3aJl HU CJIOBa, OHU TOXKe yBa-
skanmy TopsinoK. TosbKo Korja oHa Mojoliyia K HeMy, cejia
PSiA0OM, IOJIOKWIIA PYKY €My Ha TIIeY0, a OH IPaBOoi pyKoit
OGHSIT ee U pUsKaJT K cebe, TO CKPUITHYJIO HECKOJIBKO Psi-
IIOM CTOSIBIIVX KpeceJI, ¥ HEMYAPEHO: TIOUYTH BCe OHU ObI-
JIU WU pa3buThl, WK efle-ejie Aepskanuch. U momymana
JKeHa mpo ce6s1, UTO BCerjia OHa XXuia B OLIYIIEeHUN OMep-
3eHUsI U OT Myka M OT CBOeit XKU3HU; U He UCKII0UeHO,
YTO B 3TOM ObUIM BMHOBAThI MMEHHO VIMeHa, KOTOpbIe
coenanm ee Takoit. I aTa Mbiciib ycnokouna JKeHy, U OHa,
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OTJITHYBIIMCh TI0 CTOPOHAM M MOJMETUB MPO CeOSI CUITb-
HYIO PYKY, JIeXXalyl0 CIIOKOMHO Ha Iieve, IToayMasa, 4To
ObITh TMapoit TamMoskeHHMKa — yjaya, ¥ BCe, UTO CAy4IM-
JIOCb, — K CYaCTblO; el moBe3yio. U, panysach, CiayumBlie-
MYyCsl, OHAQ Hayajga MCIIbITbIBAThb BJIEYEHME K CUISLIEMY
pSiIOM, U pyKa ee cTajia ropsiua, 1 6efipa ee MOTeIUIeu, u
CKBO3b TKaHb TEIJI0 KOCHYJIOCh HOT TaMO>KkeHHMKa, U TOT
B3IPOTHYJ/, U [eJlaeMOe UM B 3Ty MUHYTY ObLJIO B KaKO¥i-
TO Mepe CBSI3aHO C OIIYIIEHMEM OKOJIO CEOSI SKEHIIVHBI.

Vi

y 4TO Xe, — ckaszan TamoxkeHHUK. — Ilepep,
— Hamu Compencenartesb Hallleli 3aMeuyaTeIbHOM

u nipekpacHoii Komuccun. Yeit otery u ueit 6pat
MM GNMU3KMIT HOMEDP He MTPOXOIWI MUMO 3TOTO BCEBUIISI-
uiero oka?.. [locmoTrpure Ha 3TO uymoBuiie. — U Bce mo-
CMOTpe/IM Ha 3TO UyHNOBMINE, U HU Yy KOTO JaXe He Iie-
BeJIbHYJIOCh COMHEHMS, YTO MOKHO He CMOTpeTb, HU Yy
KOTO Jjaxke He I1eBeIbHYJIOCh COXKa/IeHUSsI, YTO Y HUX, MOJI,
He IIeBeJbHYJI0OCh COMHEHMUS, YTO MOKHO He CMOTPETb.
Toro, npeskHero, TaMOsKeHHMKA CJTYIIAaTh ObIIO ObI OCKOP-
OUTENBHO IJIsI AyXa OCTABIIMXCS B JKMBBIX HOMEPOB, a 3TO-
ro — Het. IloToMy uTO OH 6bUT — OHU. A cebs pasBe
OCKOpOMTENbHO CyIIaTh? A UYTO KacaeTcsl MPUBBIYKH,
OTIBITA MOCTYIIIAHMSI, UM JIY OBIJIO €ero 3aHYMATh!

Bce npyskHO, 1 Taske Te, KTO CKPUITHYJI paciiiaTaHHbIMU
KpeciaaMu, mocmotpenu Ha Compencenarens. M 661010 Ha
YTO MOCMOTpeTh. TKaHb HaA TPyIu, M Ha T0sice, U HIDKe
OblJIa pasopBaHa, M CKBO3b BCE 3TO PO30BEJIIO MOJIOI0E
KpacyuBOe TeJIo, U TOJbKO OKOJIO IlIeM KpacHesa ccaayHa,
Mpou3BeJleHHas Ybeii-To HeTOUHO HampaBIeHHO HOKKO
Kpecjia WiIM JOPYTMM AOCTATOYHO OCTPbIM ITpeIMEeTOM,
HamnpuMmep >KeHCKMMU HOTTSIMMU.
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— Ho mbI He Buaum, — ckasan TaMOXXeHHUK, — Kakas
OHa Ha camoM Jene. — 1 oH TonkHyI JKeHy B 60K, Ta I10-
Iouuta ¥, He pasBs3biBas CompencenaTesis, obopBaia
OCTaTKM TKaHU C ee TeJa.

— Tenepsr BuauTe, — XXeHa mopHsia rjias3a Ha CUAS-
KX, UX ObUIO BCe-TaKM Majo, U I71a3a MHOTUX U3 HUX ObI-
JIY 3HaKOMBI eii. Ho cupsime 3aHuManch BO3Me3ueM U,
KOHEYHO, HMYEro TOTO, YTO 3HAKOMBIM ObLIO JKeHe M XO-
TeJI0Ch UM, TTI03BOIUTH cebe He MOTJIN.

— Tenieps BUUM...

JKeHa xoTesia BepHYTbCSI, HO OCTAaHOBWJI TaMO>XeHHMUK.
— [Mopoxkau, MOCKOJIBKY MbI MPeLCTaB/sieM 3[4eCh HaIIUX
6paTbeB, KOTOpbIe TOJETIN 3/eCh, M OH IOKa3al PYKOit B
3aJ1, — MbI JIO/DKHBI pa306paThCsl B CTEIIEHU BUHBI KAXKIO-
rO OCTaBIlIerocsl B XMBBIX Hallero Bpara. — I[lepBbiM, —
TaMoOkeHHUMK ITOKa3an Ha MysuHoro [upekropa: — Hau-
HeM C Hero. — CBsI3aHHbBI gepHyacs. — Cuan, cuan.

JKeHy He HY3KHO OBLJIO HM O UeM IMPOCUTD, OHA GBICTPO
ycBowia HOBble oGsi3anHOCTM. Ilox cioBa 3anma: «OH He
IOJIKeH HUYero CKpbIBaTh, — OO UX TaliHbl» — JKeHa
mocopBasa ¢ JJupekTopa BCe OCTaBILMECS Ha HEM TPSII-
KU.

— Pa3Bsa3are nx, — npukaszan TaMOKeHHUK, TTOKa3bl-
Bas Ha Conpepncenaress 1 Iupekropa.

JKeHa pasBsizana ux.

— Ilocaguts OpyT IPOTUB ApYyTa.

JKeHa noBepHy/ia Kpecaa ¥ nmoMmorsaa ComnpeacenaTennto
u IupekTOpy cecTh TOymoOHee. M Bce 3TO MCKpeHHe
ycepaHO U A06poKeIaTeNbHO. «Bce-Taky CBOI, — MeJIbK-
HyJa Y Hee MbIC/Ib B TOJIOBE, — XOTb B UeM-TO [TOMOYb».

[TepecaxkuBas [upeKkTopa, OHa Oake HEXHO IpoBesa
IO ero Iievy, HO JOCTaTOYHO He3aMeTHO, UTOOBI 3TO He
yBUAeNM cuasinue B 3aje. VICOMHUB CBOM 00SI3aHHOCTH,
JKeHa BepHy/nach B CBO€ KpecjOo, U OIATh TaMOXXeHHUK
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OGHSIT ee U MpMKas K cebe. Bech HAIIPSTCST, 3a0CTPUIICS U
MOaJICs BIepen,.

— A Temepb BBINOJIHSI CBOM OOSI3aHHOCTM, — CKa3aj
TamoxkeHHMK Corpejice/iaTesno, — ThbI e MpodeccuoHal,
U eCJIU CaeJaelllb 3TO AOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIO, TO...

OH He CKa3saj, YTO «TO», HO TI0 €r0 BUAY MOKHO OBLIO
TOHSITh, UTO BO3MOXXEH U YXOH, HO U TIOMUJIOBaHME He
UCKIoUeHO. OcTanbHbIe CBSI3aHHBIE BXaIMUCh B CBOK CBSI-
3aHHOCTb U TOXe 3aMepyin. KaxkeTcs, MOSIBJSUICS ILIAHC
CIY>)KUTb HOBOMY TaMOXeHHMKy. boke MoOii, Kak Jajieko
OBIJIO TO CITOKOJHOE BpeMsl, KOTja HMYero He Hajmo 6bUIO
BBIOVIPATh, MOKHO OBLIIO KpaTh, IMUTh, CIIATh, XOIUTh Ha
paboTy, M KM3Hb ObLIA SICHA, KaK HOMEp, KOTOPbIii OHU
UMenM U KOHEeYHO Xe 3acyxuin. VI He gymaTp HU O Ka-
KOM HOBOM Jiniie. A Beab oH, CToSIuii-Hag-BCeMU, ObLI
npefckasaH CBOMM, BOT TYT YK JIOMaJICSl MO3T, pa3rajibi-
Basl 3Ty 3araaky. [la, oH 6bUT Jaxke 6ojiee OHM, YeM OHU
caMu, TOJIbKO U BCETO.

— Bame Vms, — ckasana Comnpeacenaresb, y Hee TOXKe
MeJbKHY/Ia HaJleXa. ..

W Havayach mpuBbIYHas pabora mjst ConpencenaTers,
yke He ObLIO HM 3ajia, HU APaKu, HU OulymieHus, uyto Ta-
MOXXEHHMK CMOTPUT Ha Hee U HYXXHO CTapaTbhCs CIIpa-
BUTBCSI CO CBOMMU OOSI3aHHOCTSIMUA.

V MoacyaMMoro ToxXe MOSIBUJIACh HAZleKAa; Belb ObIIO
SICHO, UTO OH TaKOJ >XKe YYaCTHUK APaKu, Kak U CULSIIe
B 3aJle, HUYYTh He 6oJjiee BUHOBAT, YeM OHM. [la U JOITpoC
Ha JIIOJSIX — 3TO HEeYTOo Jpyroe, 4eM OAMH Ha OAVH B Ka-
6unete CompencenaTes.

— IOupekrop!

— Kak naBHO?

— VKe gBa roza.

— CKOJTBKO JIeJIai oIepanuii IompaBoK, YTOObI MOJTY-
YnUTh 370 UMs1?
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— IllecTs.

— OTuero Takas 3a60Ta o Bac?..

B 3ase Bo3myllleHMe, HUKTO U3 HUX Jaxke B Caydae ca-
MOM OJIaTOIIPMSTHOM HE MOT PacCYMTHIBATh HA JBE IO-
MpaBKY, B JIYUIIIEM CTyyae — OIHY.

— Kakas ke repBoHavya/JbHO GblyIa Ballla CTEMEeHb I10-
nobus?

— Munyc gBaguarasl.

3an BbIOOXHYI: «UymoBUIIHO!» CO CTENeHbI MUHYC
IecsiTb OHU CUJIeNIU B CpeJHUX HoMepax!

W3 panbHeiimeit 6ecenpl JupekTopa u Comnpencemare-
JIst OBIO BBISICHEHO TaKOe KOJIMYECTBO HAapyIIeHMi1 3aKOHa
omepaliuii, 9To Bce ObUIO SICHO Yepes mosryaca. M HecMoT-
psl Ha BCe YBePTKU, MOJCYOMMbII BIXOAWI Ha Ty IVIaBHYIO
U eMHCTBEHHYIO MTPaBAy, JecsiTOM J0/Y KOTOPOit XBaTu-
Jio 6bI U 1151 YXOma B MMPHOE BpeMsl. A CeropHs, nepen
HOMepaMu, IocJjIe CTOJIbKMX KepTB... Ho Compencenarens
6bL1a 6e3KaI0CTHA.

— BbI camu Bepwin B CIIpaBeIMBOCTb 3aKOHA orepa-
oui?

IMocme oTBeTa, UTO HET, HO YECTHO BBITIONHST CBOU
00s13aHHOCTH U Bech ['opo, BOCIIUTHIBAJICS Ha CHAETaHHbIX
UM Tepefavax, KOTOpble HeM3MEHHO IOAePsKMUBaIN 06-
Iee OTBpalleHue ropoxkaH K MHOI ku3Hu, Compencena-
TeJb 3ajlaJ1a C BUAY HEBMHHBI BOITPOC:

— A He KasaJIoCh JIM BaM, UTO, BOCIIUTHIBASI OTBpalle-
HM€e K MHOJ KU3HU, BbI BOCITUTHIBAJIM OTBpPAIlleHMe BOOO-
11€e KO BCeEMY HOBOMY?

— KoHeuHo, — 1mocjemoBasia HeIlOCpeICTBEHHAsT pe-
aK1ius MoACYAMMOTO.

— CnemoBaTeNIbHO, — JIEHMBO UM HEOPEKHO YTOUYHMIIA
Compencenatesnb U Aaske YAbIOHYIACh, — ... K HOBOMY JIMIIY.

— CnegoBaTelbHO, ¥ K HOBOMY JIMIly, — MCITyTAHHO
BBIIOXHY/ ITONy0e3YMHYI0O B [aHHBIX YCIOBUSIX (pasy
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MOCYOMMBIN. W I/1asa ero HamoJHWINCh YKacoMm. Yoeii
60r, OH caM HMKOIIa 6bI He JOTYMAJICS 10 3TOTO, a Terepb
OH TIOHSJI, YTO LEeiCTBUTEIBLHO 3aCiayKuBaeT Yxona... U
TIPUTOBOP ObUI OTJIAIIIEH. ..

— YunuThIBasi Te-TO M Te-TO BMHBI, — CKa3aja, MOJ-
HaBIIKCh, CompeiceiaTeb, HO MOAHS/IACh OHA HECKOJIbKO
pesKko, 1 KOosKa Ha Illee Hampsirjiach, pa3ouuiach paHa, u u3-
10T KOPOYKM CITEeKIIelicsl KpOBM IT0Ka3ajach CBeXKas, sIp-
KO-KpacHas Karlisi, CKOJb3HyJa T10 TPyau, OCTaHOBUIACh
Ha MTHOBEHMe U TI0I10/13/1a 110 KUBOTY, HUKe U HUsKe, CKa-
TUJIACh MO OGelpy ¥ HAKOHeIl pacTeKjiach BO3jie ITPaBoii
Horu. Ha ciuieHe obpasoBajyachk ayxkuiia, Ho Compezacena-
Tesb ObLIA yBJIeUeHa CBOelt paboToi U 1obenoit n He 3a-
MeTwIa 3TOro.

— YunuThiBas HaHeceHMe TOACYOMMBIM TOTO BpeAa,
KOTOpbIVi HEM3MEHHO Ha TPOTSDKEeHUM MHOTUMX JIeT Ipu-
YMHSI OH, MJIM, CKaskeM TOYHee, IT0f, er0 PyKOBOICTBOM
610 mpuunHeHo T'opopy, — CompeacenmaTesb YMUTAaa,
Kak ObI IO JIMUCTY, JIeKAIleMy Ha JagoHM, HO Ha CaMOM
IleJie JIMCTa He ObIIO, M OHAa HECKOJIbKO pa3 Ha XO[y Iepe-
dbopmynMpoBasa TEKCT, HO B OOIIEM roBOpWIA TJIAAKO U
IeICTBUTETBbHO MPodeccroHaNbHO.

«[la, 3TO MacTepCcTBO, — OTMETU IIpo cebst TamokeH-
HUK, — HAJ[0 YUYMUThCSI». Y OH yumiics.

Ianee cnenoBall ellle psifi BUH, B KOTOPBIX U He CO3Ha-
BaJICST TIOJICYIMMbIi1, O KOTOPBIX He IIljia peub, HO KOTOpbIe
(M 3TO MOHMMAJ KaXX[blil) BBITEKAIM TOJIBKO U3 OLHOTO
TIpU3HAHMS BOCIIMTAaHMS OTBpAIlleHNsI K HOBOMY JIMILY.

OHM, KOTOpbIe MMEHEM 3TOTO HOBOIO CIIOKOIHO BBbI-
TIOJIHSIJT CBOY HOBBIE 0OSI3aHHOCTM, B KOTOPBIX HE ObLIO
He TOJIbKO HUYEro MpemoCyIduUTeIbHOIO, a Jaske, Hao60-
poT, GbLI TIOABUT CIAYKEHMSI HOBOM Miee, TOXe ObLIN
B HEKOTOPOM 3aMellaTe/IbCTBe OT HeOXKUIAHHOCTY TakoTo
KOJIMYeCTBA BUH, BBITEKAIOUINX U3 OJHO — He OCO3HaH-
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HOJi TTOACYOMUMBIM. Y KaXKIblii HEBOJIBHO CTajl MPUMEPSITh
Ha ce0s 3TU BUHBI, ¥ B KaKOJ-TO Mepe BbIXOAWIIO, YTO BCe
OHU BBITIOJTHSUTUA TY K€ POJib, HY, MOXET ObITh, Ha IPYyTrOM
YpOBHe, yeM Imoacyaumblii. I TaMOXeHHUK TOxe 3amy-
MaJICsl, HO 3aOyMaJICSl MHAue, 4yeM 3aj1. BOT OH-TO — HeT, u
II0JJ0OHOrO0 ObITH He MOIJIO, HO CUIMIINeE B 3aJ1€... 006 3TOM
Mo3Xe CTOUT MOAyMaThb, MOAYMald OH U elle CUJIbHee
CTUCHYJI T1eun JKeHbl.

— J10BOJIbHO, — CKa3aJ TaMOXeHHMK, U BCE B3IOXHY-
JI1 ¢ oberyeHueM, a To CompeacenaTesib U BIPSIMb MOTJIa
HAyaTh MepPeuYncasaTh M UX BUHBI, U TOrAA... — [IOCKOJIBKY
Yy Hac HeT BO3MOXXHOCTH BBITIOJIHUTD YXO/I, 110 ITpaBUJIaM...
KCTaTH, BBl 3HAaeTe, UTO TaKOe YXOJ, 10 IIpaBuiam?

Compencenaresb OT BOJHEHMS IEPeCTYNIUIIA U YyTh HE
ymaja, TOCKOJIb3HYBIICh B COOCTBEHHOV KPOBM; XOPOIIO
erle, ee TOAIepsKal OJMH U3 TIOJICYAMMbBIX, OHA T06Iaro-
Iapuiia ero JIeTKUM KMBKOM.

— Her, 3T0 y>ke He MOJ y4aCTOK.

— A xanb, — ckasan TaMOXXeHHUK, — OyeM BBIIOJI-
HSITh KyCTapHO, MOJPYYHBIMU CcpeacTBamu. Ho Bam TOXe
MIPUIETCS OCBOUTH HOBYIO Mpodeccuio. VcmomHuTenemM
Yxona Ha3HavYaeTecCh Bbl...

Onmob6peHue 3acBeTWIOCh Ha JMIaxX 3ajaa. [IpaBUIbHO,
ITyCTb CaMM BBITIONHSIIOT YXOJ OpYyT Apyry. Bemb eciu 66l
OHU 3apaHee YUMIM HOBOMY JIUITY, MOXKET ObITh, U HE CITy-
YWJIOCh HMUETO IIJIOXOTO CeroIHS B 3aJe.

ITocnemoBana maysa, a IIOTOM BMECTO CYpOBOTO,
YeTKOTO0, >KeCTKOI'0 U IMIPUKPBITOr0 MSITKOV MacCKOM nuia
npodeccroHana Bce yBUIENM CAa0YI0 JKeHIIMHY, KOTO-
past moUTH paspeBeiiach, TO €CTh HE TO UTOOBI paspese-
Jlachb, HO CJie3bl 3aCKOJIb3WIM 1o ee juily. OHa, U 9TO
OBLIIO TIpaBHO¥, He yMeJia ITPOU3BECTH aXke peMec/ieH-
HOro Yxona. I He moTOMYy, UTO He BUJIENA, KaK 3TO Je-
JlaeTCs, a TOJbKO MOTOMY, YTO CJAMIIKOM MHOTO CWMJI U
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JIeT XXU3HU OTAaJa IPYroMy peMeciy, peMecay, KOTopoe
OBLJI0O OTPAaHMYEHO TOJIBKO MO3HAHMEM, OOBMHEHMEM U
IIPOBEPKOIA.

Koneuno, TaMokeHHUK He pactepsiics. OH o6paTuics
K MOACYOMMOMY C BOIPOCOM, MOXET JIM TOT NPUBECTU
B UCIIOJIHEHME MPUTOBOP Cyda caMm. TOT OTpuIaTebHO
I0Kayas roj0BO, JOBOJABHO 3aLyMYMBO, IOTOMY UTO €ro
MCKpeHHEe My4Mia BUHA ¥ HEOXMUIAHHOCTh, UYTO €ro 00s-
3aHHOCTH, TOYHO U CBSITO BBITIOJIHSIEMbIE€ UM CTOJIBKO JIET,
0Ka3aauch CTOJIb BpeHbI AJis1 ['opoza.

— Torpa, — MPOO/KAaZ HEYTOMMMBbIIT Ha BBIZYMKU
TaMOKeHHUK, CTOJIbKO 3HEepPrMM B HeM HaKOMUIOCh 3a
TOZIbl HaAEX/Ibl, a pean3aliuy HMKaKoii, HEMHOTO-TO T10-
TPaTULIb 3Ty SHEPrMI0, MOHTUPYS Tepefauu. — A eil Bbl
MOXeTe... UCTIOJIHUTDb PeMeC/IeHHbII YX01?

Ha, Oupektop ocraercs Jupekrtopom. [axke ecin OH
MIPUTOBOPEH K YXO4y ¥ MOAaB/ieH CBoeiil BUMHOI. Ero 3amuH-
TepecoBajo 3TO INpeljokeHUe, U 6GeCrokomMaa TOIbKO
MBICJIb: UTO OH OYZIEeT MMeTh 3a 3TO?

— Capenrsb B 3a/1 Ha MOC/eHME PSIIbl, — HEMeJIeHHO
npopearunpoBan TaMOXXeHHUK.

— Mory, — ckasaju, nogymas, NMOACYAUMBINA. W onsiTh
YBUAE Tepen co00ii He SKEeHIIMHY, 10 Tely KOTOpoit 6e-
’Kana KpoBb, a cypoBoro Compencenares...

— Torma s Toxke mory, — ckasdana Comnpezncenarenb,
CMOTpS B IJIa3a MOACYIMMOrO, a IOTOM B 3aJ1. AX, KakK ObIT
TOHOK ¥ YMeH HOBbI TaMOKeHHUK. ..

— 4 pymato, moACYIMMOrO HY>KHO HaKa3aTb ABaKIbl:
TIepBBIl pa3 3a ero BUHy, a BTOPOI pa3 3a TO, YTO OH TakK
OBICTPO 3a0bLTT CBOIO BUHY U COTIACHIICS HA IIOMMWJIOBAHME,
KOTOPOro He 3aciyxuBaeT. Ho y Hac 1 camblii CcripaBeqin-
BBl CyJl U3 BCEX CYIIeCTBOBABIINX, ¥ HOBBIN. Pa3 yX mMbl
NpeJjIoKWIN — CHauyajaa OH BBIMIOJIHUT DPeMeCIeHHbIN
Yxop, e, a TOTOM MbI PEIINM.
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W [IupeKTOp BBINOJHUI peMecyieHHbli Yxon Corpen-
cemaTesio: OH B3sUT 32 HOT'M 3TO MOJIO/IOE M KpacuBOE TeJIo
¥ TPOXHYJI TOJIOBOJ 06 MOJ CIIeHbI 3TO MOJIOJOE U TIpe-
KpacHoe TeJIo.

— BpINo/MHMI XOpOIIo, — cKasajl TaMOKeHHMK, — HO
MbI MOTEPIIMM C BbIHECEHMEM OKOHYATEIbHOro pelle-
Hust. — OH cTucHyn 6enpo JKeHbl 1, 06€pHYBIINCH B 3aJ,
MMOAMMUTHYJI €MY.

Venpimas 910, JupekTop nepexsatmin CompeacenaTe-
JIsL, B3SLT €e Ha PYKM, ITpaBasi pyKa IoJ1, KOJIeHSIMU, JieBasl 3a
CIIMHY, ¥ TIOHEC B IPYIY APYTUX Tel U GepesKHO OIMyCTWII,
TaK, UTOObI €i1 yI0OHO ObUIO JIESKATD, M TaKe ITOMPaBUI eii
TOJIOBY.

Vil

bl Ha3HAuaeM TeOs BBIMOJIHATh MIOKA 00SI13aH-
— M Hoctu CompencenaTess.
— Crepyrommii noaCyAuMblii!

JTo ObUIA I€BOYKA, TOJIBKO HEITABHO IE€PECTYIMBIIAS
ropor 3pesocti. JXeHa y3Haia ee, 9TO KaHAUOAT OyAyIIe-
ro roga Ha uMms JKeHbl, ee Gymyiasi conepHuiia. TaMo-
SKEHHMK CTaJI Cpa3y Ype3BbIUaifHO Jto0e3eH. OH MeHSUICS
Ha ria3ax. TOJbKO UTO BCe BUEJM OCTPOYMHOTO, He-
CKOJIbKO Pa3BSI3HOTO M 3HEPTUYHOTO UejioBeKa, U BOT yxke
repe[ 3aj0M ObLJI, MOKHO CKa3aTh, BOCIIMTAHHbINi Uesio-
BEK, eC/IM He BUIETh, KaK €ro pyKu, HUKOUMM 06pasom He
CBSI3aHHbIE HM C BHMMATEJbHBIM ¥ JOOPBIM JIMIIOM, HU
C SICHO CMOTPSIIIUMMU TJIa3aMU, HIYMAloT JISDKKU U TPYOb
cupsmeit ¢ Hum JKeHbl... Ho Kakoe 9TO OTHOILIIEHME MMEET
K JiesTy, KOTOPbIM OH 3aHSIT?

IleBouka 6b11a Xopoiia. HacTonbko, uto JKeHa He BbI-
TTOJIHWIA CBOMX TIPSIMBIX HOBBIX O0SI3aHHOCTEN, Tabbl Ka-
JIOCTBIO HE TPOHYTh, MOXKET ObITh, YyBCTBUTEIbHBIE TYIIIN
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HOMEpOB, — U TOJypa3ofpaHHas TKaHb OCTajJach Ha Xy-
IE€HBKOM TeJle JEeBOUKN.

A JluipexkTOp, MOKAa yleJNeBINUA B 3TOM YeCTHOM, HO-
BOM U CIIPaBeJINBOM CyJe, yKe Hauaj oMpocC, HeCKOJIbKO
BOJIHYSICh 32 TO, UTO HE CMOKET TaK ke MpodeCcCHOHaTbHO
BeCTU CJIe[ICTBMEe, KaK ero mpepiiectBeHHuIa. Ho To iu
B CUJIY TTpodeccuit YacTeHbKO MPUXOIMIOCh Pa36upaThCs
B BMHAX CBOMX IMOJUMHEHHBIX, IIPEXIEe YeM OH IepefaBan
ux B Komuccuio, To i B CUITY TIepeKUTOrO (OUeHb 4acTo
TepexXnToe eaeT HaC MyJpee U UCKpeHHee B XXU3HU), TO
JIU B CWTy HEKUX OPYIUX IPUUMH CKPBIThIE CIIOCOOHOCTMU
CJIeIOBaTesIs, IO Ceii MOpbl He HYKHble, 0003HAYAINCh B
HeM. Mao 1 ux, e, KOToOpble Ha CKIOHE JIeT Haul-
HaJIM OBITD IOHOIIAMM, TIPEaBAThCS U3JIUIITHE JIIOOBY TN,
HaoOOpOT, 3aHMMATBLCSI TTOJIUTUKOM, MCKIIOUUTETBHO
B CMJIy TOTO, UTO HAaKOMMUBIIMIICS U HEUCIIOIb30BAHHbIN
OTIBIT 3KeJIaJ BBIMTY HApYKy UM ITOKa3aTh Cebs OKpysKalo-
UM,

Tak BOT, Mocjie GYKBaJIbHO CEMMMMHYTHOTO IOIpoca
BBISICHMJIOCh, UTO IMPAKTUYECKM OOBUHUTDH €e He B UeM,
HUT[E OHA He paboTasa, HUUEMY OHA He CITOCOOCTBOBAIA,
HUTJle OHa He COCTOs/Ia, HX B YeM OHa, TI0 CYTU, He BUHO-
BaTta. KoHeuHo, nHOM Ha MecTe TamMOXXeHHMKa MOT 3amo-
no3puTh [ypekTopa B TEHIEHIIMO3HOCTU U B XKeJaHUU
ITOCII0COOCTBOBATh CBOMM, HO TaMOXXeHHMK ObUT JOCTa-
TOYHO YMEH, YTOObI JOrafaThCsl, UTO MPU BCEM CTapaHUU
TPYOHO YTO-JIMOO U3BJIEUYb U3 3TOM MCITYyTAaHHO CBEXENA,
HaMBHOM M MMJIOM — B 3Ty MMHYTY OH B3IVISIHY/ Ha XKe-
Hy — JIeBouku. U Ta, XKeHa, moHpaBMIach eMy MMEHHO
B 3Ty MMHYTY Aaxe MeHblie... Ho, ¢ Apyroi cTopoHsl, Ta-
MOSKEHHMK ObLJT TOCTATOYHO YMEH, YTOOBI IOHMMATh, UTO,
Iake HEBUHHAsI, OHA MpuHaaexkana K UmeHam. CriemoBa-
TeJbHO... Begb mpaBoCyaue mpesbllle Bcero, gyman Ta-
MOXXE€HHMK, ¥ OTTOTO, KaK MMEHHO IOiieT meno, OymeT
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3aBUCETh €T0 MPOJO/IKEHME. A TIOTOM, 3/1eCh — 3TO 3]1€Ch,
HO ellle eCTb 3aBTPAIIHMIA JeHb, ¥ 3aBTPa MIPUAETCS OTUM-
ThIBAThCS Mepes HoBbiM JIuiiom...

HeusBecTHo, 0 ueM OBl elle m0AT0 gymMan TamoskeH-
HUK, HEITPOM3BOJIBHO BCE CUIbHEE CxkmuMas 6enpo JKeHsl,
¥ TaKOBBI T10 YCUJIMIO OBLIM €r0 MbIC/IH, UTO JKeHa He BbI-
nepskana. Ho Kak OImbITHAsI ¥ BOCIIMTAHHAS JKEHIIMHA, KO-
HEYHO, He Jaja eMy IT0 MOpAe, He OCKOp6wmIa, He 3acIo-
puia, He TIOXKaJ0Baach Ha ero MoBeJeHNne CUISIINM BO-
KpYT (2 y TeX OTHOCUTENbHO TaMOsKeHHMKA ObIT TaKOi sKe
MIPMMEPHO IJIMHHBIN PSA, MbIC/IEN, Kak ¥ Y TaMoskeHHMKa
I10 TI0BOJY TOrO, YTO eMy fAenarTh). HeT. JKeHa criokoitHO
BCTajia, BHIILJIA HA apeHy, YyThb IIpMUXPaMbIBasi (BCe-Taku y
TaMo)keHHMKa ObLIM MaJAbUMKK Aaii 60r), momouuia K Ju-
PEKTOPY, B3sIa €ro 3a HOC, OTUero, KOHEYHO, BCe B 3ajie
3aCMesUTCh, 3TaK COYYBCTBEHHO M [TOOPOXKeNaTeNbHO,
oTBesa [IMpeKkTopa B CTOPOHY U Cejla HalIpOTUB JE€BOYKM.

— A cxaxku, — ckasayma JKeHa JIacKOBO, — Thl Bellb
Io/KHA 6bLIa B OyIyIeM ToAy ObITh KAHIMIATOM Ha UMS
JKeHni?

— Jla, — ckasaja JeBOYKa UM TIOCIENIHO MpubaBuia,
YTO €l TaK CKasaju U TOTOBMUJIU [JISI 9TOTO, HO TMOUTU He
IleJiayiv TIOTIPaBOK, TaK, OUeHb HeOOJIbIINE, ee JIUII0 MEJIO
MIPUPOITHOE BBICOKOE MO00Me.

— KoneuHo, cTapomy Juily, — YTOUHWIA TaK JKe BEX-
JIUBO, Y/bIOasICh, JKeHa.

— Ho gpyroro He 6b1710, — BUHOBATO, HO MICKPEHHE OT-
BeTWIa AEBOYKA, — JPYrOro MbI IIPOCTO HE 3HAIN.

— U noskanyii, mociemHuii K Tebe Borpoc. Bemb Ha 6y-
Iyuuii o, 6ymyun u3bpaHHoi JKeHoii, Tl ObI, KOHEUHO,
VICKpEHHEe ¥ CTapaTe/IbHO BBITIOIHSIIA CBOM 00SI3aHHOCTU?

— KoHeuHo, — cKkasaJa IeBOUKa.

— U TeM camMbIM IpOAOJDKaNa ObI CAYKUTH TOMY, UTO
IIJIST BCEX HAC TeIepb OTBPATUTENIBHO ¥ HEBO3MOXKHO?
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— BeIxoguT, 4TO Tak, — CKasajua JeBOYKa. — XOTS 5 ke
He 3Halo, KaK O6bI 9TO ObLIO...

— Crana ObI CAYKMTb ITpoIaraHje CTaporo Juia, —
TIOYUTH TIPO ceOs IporoBopusia oropueHHo XKeuHa, u pasBe-
Jla pyKaM#, ¥ BCTasIa U3 Kpecia. U cupsiinue B 3ame, Kax-
IIbIVi BHYTPM cebsI, BCTaI U3 Kpecja M OTOPUYEHHO U COUYB-
CTBYIOIIe pa3BeJl pyKaMMu.

[MpeKTOop BBIMOTHWI TEIIePb CBOIO BTOPYIO YaCTh 00SI-
3aHHOCTEN.

IToToM yske TpodeccroHaNbHO MTepexXBaTUII IEBOUKY —
TpaBasi pyKa IoJ, KOJEeHH, JieBas 3a CIOMHY, M OTHeC TyAa
Ke, K Tpyfe, TakKe cTapaTe/lbHO IOJIOXKMII TeJO, Mompa-
BUB T'OJIOBY.

TaMokKeHHMK 6bUT pasouapoBaH B [IupekTope. U Bech
3aJ1 6bUT pazouapoBaH B [IupeKkTope B KauecTBe C/el0Ba-
TeJisl, OUeHb pa3ouapoBaH. /[0 Takoii cTereH!, UTO BCe He
MOTJIU CKPBITh CBOEr0 pa30yapoBaHMsI.

— Pa3BskuTe ocTaBIIMXCS TPOUX, — mompocwua Tamo-
>KeHHUK JlyipekTopa.

HuipexkTop caenan 3To. )KeHa B 3TO BpeMs OMSITh Cela
B Kpecjao, IPUTOTOBUBIIMCH BBITIOJHSATh TaK XOPOIIO
HayaTbie 00SI3aHHOCTH.

— VY Bac 3aTeKau pyku? — goO6posKeIaTeIbHO CITPOCIIT
TaMOXeHHMK. DTO ObUIO BMIHO UM TaK, HEBOOPYKEHHBIM
rmasoM. — Hy xopoio, — ckaszan oH. — Ceiiyac ¢ BamMu
TpOBefeT Cepuio YIIpaskHeHMI Ha pa3sMMUHKY Hatl JIupex-
Top. IIpoiry, — ckasan oH [IupeKTopy.

ToT nepeTaiu CBOe ToJioe YCTalaoe Teao Ha CepeuHy
CLIEHBI, ¥ HAYaJIOCh.

— Pyku BBepx, u pas, 1 [IBa, 1 TpK... Ha Tpyb. [Ipuce-
JiY, ellle pa3 U BBIIPSIMWINUCh, M pa3-IBa-TpH, pa3-IBa-
TpHU, U pas...

I'MMHacTUKa, HaBepPHOE, MPOJO/IKaIach Obl U Jabllle,
HO CUASIlMe B 3aje 3acKydauu, U ABVokeHueM pyku Ta-
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MOXXeHHUK MpeKpaTUI 3Ty BeIMKOAYIIHYIO MpOLenypy.
[MomcynyMbIM OHA SIBHO TIOMOIVIA, PYKM, KaKETCS, OISITh
Havya/Ix OTUMHATBCS M.

— A Temepb, — ckazan TamMoOXeHHUK, — $ [OyMmalo,
MpUIIUIa TTopa... Kak pyku? — o6paTUics OH K TpeM IOof-
CYIOMMBIM.

— B nopsinke, — 3a Bcex OTBeTUJIA PbDKEBOIOCAST KeH-
IIVHA, CIeJIaB HeCKOJIbKO ABUKEHUII KUCThIO, U YIIBIOHY-
Jlach TaMOKeHHUKY U 3aJTy.

TaMOXeHHMK TTPOJIOJIKAI CBOIO PeUb, TOXKE Y/IbIOHYB-
IINCH eJi:

— IMpuina mopa BHITIONHSTh JAaHHOE HaMy oGelaHue
HakaszaTb [JupeKkTopa. Bo-TmiepBbIX, 3a BUHY, BO-BTOPBIX, 3a
He caMO HaKasaHue, U B-TPeTbMX, 3TO IIPOM30IIO Ha Ba-
MIMX IJ1a3ax, — OH 00pamajacs M K MOACYAMMBIM U K 3a-
JIy, — OH BBITIOJTHWJT YXO[I, )KeHIIIMHe, KOTopasi OTKa3asaach
3TO CIeJaTh €My, TO eCTh He OLIeHMU/I Hi ee 6J1aropoiCcTBa,
HM Halllero BeJIMKOAYIIHOTO pellleHus — JaTh eMy BO3-
MOSKHOCTb ITPOSIBUTD Ce0SI C HPaBCTBEHHO CTOPOHBI.

U nouyscTBoBan TaMOXXeHHUK, UTO U 3aJ1 U MOJACYIU-
MbIe Ha ero ctopoHe. TyT He MOKeT ObITb IBYX MHEHUI, —
KasK[IbIl UCIIBITAT YyBCTBO OPe3rNIMBOCTU K [IMpeKTopy, a
YTO caMM OHM TOCTYIIWIK Obl, BEPOSITHO, B 3TOI CUTYya-
[, KaK Oe[THast KeHIIMHA, KOTOPasi OTKA3a/1ach BBIMIOJ-
HUTb YXO[, Y HUX He BbI3bIBAJIO COMHEHUIA.

AX, KaKk MHOT'0 3HauuT nognaepxka! TaMo>keHHMK MOT
yke ObITb IymMaHeH, jubepayieH. I oH paspelmmnt — He
NpuKasaji, He HacCTOsJI, 8 MMEHHO TOJIbKO paspelin, ec-
JiK, KOHEYHO, TPOe MOJACYAMMBIX XOTeIU 3TO CHeNaThb, —
npoBecT¥ YXop [IMpeKTOopy, KOTOPOrO OH 3aC/Ty>KWUJI
TOJIBKO 33 OJHO CBOe IOBeJileHNe B ITOCIeJHMe Yachl pa-
60THI 3a51a.
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Vil

COXXaJIeH!I0, 10 KOHIIA TPOBECTU YXO[ TpeM MOJCY-

OVMBIM BO [JIaB€ C PBDKEBOJIOCOV >XEHIIMHOM He

ycrenu. BBepxy pacnaxHyaucCh ABepU, U B 3aJ1 BOPBa-
Jlach Tojima. DTo ObUIM Pa3sHOJIMKME JIIOOU, 9TO ObUIM Te,
KTO He MMeJ HU MM€eH, HM HoMepoB. OHM XKMUJIM Ha CaMOii
okpauHe 'opoga. U Tonbko korpa opopn cobuparcs B 3ane
Idoma, MM paspemiasoch MOAXOAUTH K IUIOMIAAM Ieper,
IlomMoM M, CTOSI TIOJi HaBeCOM, KOTOPbIVi HATATUMBAJICS TI0
TaKOMY PeAKOMY U TOPXeCTBEHHOMY C/Iydalo, CJIyIIaTh
MY3bIKY, UTO CjIeTaja K HUM CO CTeH A0Ma, SHePTUYHO U
HEYKITIOKE, CJIOBHO jiebedb, Tepel TeM KaK CaauTbCs HA
BOAY, HO JJISl HUX 3TO Oblja BeJIMKast My3bIKa IIPUUYACTHO-
CTU TJIaBHOM >Xu3Hu ['opopa, My3bika HEBO3MOXKHOM Ha-
IEeXIbl M My3bIKa HECYIeCTBYIOIIEN MepCHeKTMBhI. A ce-
rOAgHS He ObUIO MY3bIKM, ceromHsl CTOSIIMii-Hal-BCEMMU
Tiepeo3BYUYMII ee B CJIOBA U TTOJIHOTIPaBye UX, CTOSIIIIUX BeK
3a BEKOM BOT 3[leCh, Ha IUIOIIA[iM, pa3 B rofly BO BpeMms
BbIOOpa [J1aBHOI Maphl, TOJBKO MOHAC/IBIIIKE 3HASI O TOM,
Kak 3TO MTPOMCXOJINUT, HU pa3y He MepecTyNUBIINX ITOpora
Ioma 1 OMOB, B KOTOPBIX XXUIU MMetolue MMs win Ho-
Mep, — UX, BBIMOJHSIONIMX CaMyI0 YepHY0 paboty B ['o-
pofle, UX, JUIIEHHBbIX Oymyllero, rMOTOMY UTO Oymyliee
ObUIO TaKUM 3Ke, KaK HacTosIee. Mx CTOSIuiI-Ha I -BCceMU
TiepeBeJI CErOHSI B 9TO HeCyIeCTBYoIIee oyayiiee. ['opon
ObLT OTHAaH MM, Pa3sHOJMKUM, pasHoriIasbiM, CTOSIIMM-
Haa-BceMM. MOriM M OHM He TOBEPUTH €My, eClIu BO
BpeMSI peuy ero IBMKEHbEM PYKM €ro ObLI OCTAaHOBJIEH
IOXIb, YCJIyTa, IJIaTa 3a 9TOT Jap Obula yoo6Ha, Heo6Xo-
IuMa, JXeJlaHHa MM; YHUMYTOXUTbH B I'opome Bce XXUBOe,
HOCSIlIee CTapoe JINIO, MU HEBAaKHO, YTO, kKorga Ctosmmii-
HaJl-BCEMM KOHUMJI TOBOPUTH, XJIBIHYJ OOXIb C CUJIOIN,
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C Kakoit oH He 1en B 'opope, 6yATO He Iief1asi BpeMeHHO
BOJA CKOINMJIACh U BbUIMIACh Ha3eMb. JIIOIM CUION CBOEIA,
HaropoM CBOMM, MTPaBOM CBOMM, TeJaMy CBOMMM BblJa-
BWIM JIBepu [loMa U XJIbIHYJIM BHYTPb, U KaK TaHK IaBUT,
He 3amMeyasl, YIUTKY, KaK JJaBMHA CHOCUT TOHEHBbKOe Je-
peBlie, KaK caMoJIeT pa3buBaeT MTUITY, — TaK ¥ OCTaBIIN-
ecs B 3ajie Ioacyaumele Bmecte ¢ Tupekropom u Tamo-
SKEHHMKOM JCU€e3JIM TI0f, HaX/JIbIHYBIIMMY pyKamu, 3y6a-
MM, HOTaM#. B msITb MMHYT Bce OBLIO KOHYEHO. Y BCeX
OCTaBIIMXCSI B KMBBIX B 3ajie ObUIO CTapoe JUI0, a BO-
pBaBIIMECS TBEPAO 3HAIM CBOE JeJI0; TI060€e cTapoe JIUIIO
o060l cTemeHM MOHo6UsS OO/KHO OBbITh YHUUYTOXKEHO
B TeueHMe 3TOTO JHS, KaK MTOMMaHHbIl KJIOI UM TapaKaH.
U naBuHa, MpOKAaTMBIINCH Yepe3 3aj, BBIKATWIACh Hapy-
3Ky, pacTekiach 1o [opony, 1Mo jomam, 1o gabopaTopusim,
T0 y/IullaM, TaK ke CTapaTeabHO U TIATeJbHO YHUUTOKAS
BCe, UTO IOMAaAaio eil B pyku, — Tak capaHya OIyCTOIIAeT
TI0Jie, eC/IM OH IOMAageTcs Ha ee IyTHU.

IX

npumia Mysa B cebs1, korga I'pumep HaTIruBan py-

6axy et Ha IIeun, OH HaJIMJI eif CTaKaH JIe[sTHOI BO-

IIbI, OT KOTOPOJt 3a7IOMWJIO 3yObl, BeITepsia My3a, BbI-
MMUB 3TOT CTAaKaH, CBOM U Tellepb He CBOU TyObI: MSTUe,
GosIblIle CTaIy OHU, U TI0Ka3ai eii Ipumep JIUIIO ee, U yIu-
BwiIach Mysa. IIpekpacHO 661710 3TO JUI0. U 11eBebHyIa
OHa TOJIOBOIA, 1 BOJIOCHI €33y, KaK 6y TO BETPOM MMOIXBa-
YeHHbIe, TOIWINCh My3e Ha CIIMHY.

— 910 9? — crnpocwia Mysa. U yBugena cBOM HOBBIE
MIMPOKO paclaxHyThle TIJa3a, JUIO IJIMHHOe, O6eloe,
HEXHOE, HOC TOHKMIA ¥ TIPSIMOIA, ¥ JIUII0 9TO GbUIO CTPOTO
M VICTIOTHEHO cuyTbl. TOTBKO 60s1e10. — A 3a4eM ThI Cetan
3T0? — cKasana My3a. — U/l MblI He OCTaiuCh B 3ajie?
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Ho, HaBepHOe, y Bcex Jofeii ObIBAIOT Tpenenbl, U
y I'pumepoB Toxe. CAMIIKOM MHOTO CUJI yIIIO U Ha CTos-
ero-Ha-BceMu, 1 Ha My3y. I'puMep Mosdat, 1, ITIOKa OH
MOJTUaJI, TBITAsACh TSI cebss OTBETUTh Ha 3TOT IPOCTOI
elle HeJaBHO BOIIPOC, BCIYX 0ObSICHUTb My3e 3aueMm, nBe-
PY OTKPBUIMChH U B €ro KabuHET BOPBaJIUCDH JIIOAM, KOTO-
pble, CMETS BCe Ha ITyTU cBoeM B 3ajie J/loma, BhIBAIMIINACD
Ha YJIMIY ¥ PACTEKIMCH 10 IOMaM, e KU U paboTaan
MMeBIlIMe CTapoe JUI0, M OCTaHOBWIACh TOJIBKO pa3 BOJI-
Ha Tiepej, YyJ0oM, OTXJIbIHY/Ia, CIOBHO HaJleTe/ia Ha CTEHY.
OnHu yBuaeny HoBoe nio — auto Crosinero-Haj-BCeMU,
KOTOPOE KUJIO B MX MaMSITU, ¥, OTCTYIIUB, OHU MOIOIILIN,
6epeskHO TONHSIIM My3y Ha BBITSIHYTbIE PYKM M M€eJIJIEHHO
¥ TOP>KECTBEHHO ITOHe I ee B 3aJ1 [loma, UTOObI [IOKa3aTh
BceMm. OHM cTaiu pabamyu My3bl, HO M OHa TeIepb MIpu-
Hajjieskajia uM.

Vxops, He 06epHY/IMCh OHM, UYTO MM ObLIO 0 UejoBe-
Ka, CUJSIIEro B yIjIy, OITyCTUBIIEr0 PyKM Ha KOJeHU, — B
TaKyl0 TOPKeCTBEHHYIO, CBSITYI0 MUHYTY OHU He XOTeau
ravkaTh pyku, Hecymiye My3y, a cTapoe JIMIIO0 HUKYHA He
IeHeTCs — MAyIue Bejael, CMOIOT 3Ty TPsI3b U BBITIOIHST
CBOI1 IOJIT.

U I'pumep BcTam, Hages IUIall M BbIIIE 32 HUMM T10-
YTU PAaBHOAYIITHO.

Tak MepTBbIe OTAAIOT CBOE TeJI0 UepPBsSIM, TaK MepTBbIe
OTJAIOT CBOE TEJIO OTHIO M JIETST MEIJIOM IO BeTpy, ci1abo
M MeIJIEHHO, HESKHO M TUXO, KaK COXKEHHbIE OOpPBIBKMU
MMChbMa OT TOTr0, KTO GbIT JIIOOMMBIM U Y3Ke Oe3pasinyeH...

I'pumep OITyCTWT KamIoMIOH Ha JIUI0 U MeJjIeHHO TOo-
6pes BHM3 K IOMaM, I10 YJIUIIE, KOTOPasl 34eCh, OKOJIO Jia-
6opaTopuu, 6blJIa MYCTHIHHA, TOJBKO OTTYHA, CHU3Y, TOe
ObUTM JOMa TOPOsKaH, CIIBIIIATIMNCH KPUKU MUY CTOHBL. CTO-
Hbl OOpBIBAINCH, U KPUKU B3PHIBAIUCH BECETBIM TyJIOM
rOJIOCOB, ITOTOM CTUXaJli, U OIISITh Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe Bpe-
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MsI TpEMEJT ITOT MOUTH MMOA3EMHBIN I'yal — Kak GYITO BO-
pouasicsl BYJIKaH BHYTpy ce6si. Kak 6yaTo rosoca urpanm
B JETCKYI0 UTPY «XOJIOLHO — TOPSIYO», M KOTJA «XOJIOZ-
HO» — OBIJIO TUXO, & KOTa «[OPSIY0» — BYJIKAH PhIYal.

Korpa I'pumep cmycTtuics 3a mpepenbl 30HbI [loMa, OH
MOHSUI IPUMHLMIT TULIMHBI U Tyjla — TOJIIIa MeTanach I10
y/IULLAM, KTO-TO U3 ee Uycia BCKaKMBaj B pacllaxHyThbIe BO
Bcex gomax I'opoja ABepu, U TOJIIa MOJIYa KHajaa Ha J10-
XAe, ¥ OOXAb XJIecTal Ha MOPOr 3TUX PaclaxXHYThIX IBe-
pelt U 3aTeKasl B MOLbE3MAbl, U JIY>KU CTOSUIU B MO bE34aX,
" BOT, pa36phI3rMBasi BOAY 3TUX JIYK, BOLIEAIIE BbITAC-
KMBAJIM OCTABIIMXCS B XUBBIX 00MTATENEl ITUX JOMOB, U
TOrJa TOJIa MPUBETCTBOBAjAa PEBOM MX yhauy, Bce IOJ-
XBaThIBAJIM OGECITOMOIIHOTO ITPOTUB 3TOM CWJIbI YejoBeKa
U, Ha pyKax Hecsl ero, MOHUMAaIUCh K JloMy.

I'pumep OCTaHOBWICS OKOJIO TOJITIbI, HE OTKPbIBAs Ka-
TMIOIIIOHA, PacTBOPWICS B ee psifjax M BMeCTe CO BCeMU
CTal XAATh OKOJO OLHOTO M3 IOABE30B, MOJYa, Kak
KO MOJTYa OOBIYY OKpYKaBle ero. 1 BOT OH yBUIeN,
KaK 13 TO[Ibe3/la BhITAIWIN TIOY>KMBOTO B pa30pBaHHOM
ollexknie uesoBeka, ¢ 06e300paskeHHBIM yAapamu JUIOM,
TOJIIA B3BbUIA PafOCTbIO, C UeOoBeKa COPBaJIM OCTATKU
OJIeKIbI, U TOJIOe TeJI0 B3MbUIO HaJl BBITSHYTHIMU BBEpX
pyKaMu, U CTpyM HOXKIs, Kak 6apabaHHble MMalOUuKu, 3a-
MOJIOTM/IM TIO KOKe uejioBeKa, BbIOMBas CBOIO MOGeIHYI0
Ipo6b. [OXOb TOXKe TMPUHMMAI ydyacTie B TpasmgHUKeE.
YTo6bI JOCMOTPETH 3TO AENCTBO, [pUMep TOKe KOCHYJICS
MajabliaMy TeJla YyeJIoBeKa ¥ BMECTE C TOJIOI OTIPaBUICS
BBepX, K Jlomy. [Toka ntoAy Ui T10 yAUIIAM, HUKTO Jlaske
He 00paTua BHMMaHMS Ha ['puMepa; OHM OBUIM YIIOEHBI
CBOEIl MMCCHel, OHM, UYTO elle BYepa He CMeIu CTYIUThb
miara mo 3TUMM KaMHSIM, CErofHsI ObUIM BJIacTbiO, JO3HA-
HMeM, cynoMm. VI MmoskeT, He pa3 6bl I'pumep mpormyTelie-
CTBOBAJI I10 y/IUIIAM, a TIOTOM OTCUEJICS OBl Iie-To, UTo-
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Obl ellle XOTb pa3 M3gageka yBUaeTb My3y, HOBYIO KM3Hb
HoBoro ['opoza ¢ HOBBIM JIMIIOM, YBUIETD A0 PYK CBOUX,
HO MMEHHO PYKM M TofBenu ero. He juiio — oHO ObUIO
oz, KamomoHoMm. Korma mony, o6oiins JloM, BOLLIN 4e-
pe3 UepHblil X0, B 3aJ1, KOTOPLIN I'pumMep, IPOKMBS KU3Hb
B ['opofie, HMKOTIa He BUIEJ, U BCIIBIXHYJ CBET — yAApUI
B 3aKpbIThie KAIOIIOHAMM JIUIIA U OCBETUJI PYKU, TO BO3-
Jie CIIMHBI 0OpeYeHHOro, OKpYKeHHbIe BOJIOCAMM, CKPIO-
YeHHbIMM, KOPOTKMMM, SKECTKMMM IMaibllaMU, 3aHSJIUCH
6eMM3HOI ¥ TOHKOCTBIO CBOEIO Mabilbl Bennkoro 'pume-
pa. Tak B 60j10Te, MMaxXHYyIIEM CMPaIOM, BOIIPEKM 3IPaBO-
MY CMBICTY 1[BeTeT auaus. Jiunus. BoT mogu mBbIpHYIN
Ha TOJI TIOJIY>KMBOTO uesioBeKa U, OKpy>kuB I'pumepa, co-
pBa/IM C Hero IUIalll, ONeXIy, Y, YBUAEB CTapoe JNIO, 3a-
TOMOHWIN U YOVUBWINCH GECCTBIICTBY M MPOHBIPAMBOCTHU
CBOMX TIpeIIIeCTBEHHMKOB, M eIlle pa3 yoemmnnch, Kak
CIIpaBedjIMBbl OHM B OXOTe CBOeiil. JIoiTH A0 TaKOro Liy-
HM3Ma, YTOObI UATU B psimax ux. Y, momusas I'pumepa Hap
rOJIOBOJ, MOAOIUIN K ABepU YXozda, u onyctwiu ['pumepa,
U TIOCTaBUJIM €T0 Ha YEPHYI0 IUIOMAJIKy — BEPXHIOI0 CTY-
IleHb JIeCTHULIBI, Benyieil BHU3. U I'pumep BCTpeTmiiCs
C T7Ia3aMU JieXkalllero Ha ToJTy YesioBeKa, U YIbIOHYIICS, U
KMBHYJ TOJIOBOW, ¥ TIOTOM TepeBes OKO Ha JIofeli, KOTo-
pble CMOTpeJIM Ha HEero M3-TIoA, HU3KO HaABMHYTHIX Ka-
ITIONIIOHOB, TaK YTO TPYAHO ObUIO pasrisiaeTh jmia. Mo-
SKET, ¥ Cpeiy HUX ObUIM Te, KTO 3Haj I'puMepa, a BIIpoueM,
KaKkoe 3TO uMeeT 3HaueHue. YesloBeK MUCIIOIHWI TO, 3aUeM
OH OBLT TTOCIaH B 3TOT MUP. YXOHO — 3TO [EJI0 BPEMEHU U
TEeXHMKM, KOTOpbIe MCITOJIHUBIIEMY Ge3pasjuuHbl. A JIio-
o cmoTpenu Ha ['pumepa M XXpanu ero peakuum — YK
60JIbHO TI0-Pa3HOMY YXOIMJIM Ha X IjIa3axX IOMMaHHbIE,
KTO — TIaya, KTO — Majasi Ha KOJeHM, 1eTys HOTU Ka3-
HUBIIUX €ro, KTO — TIbITAsICh COMPOTUBJSTBHCS, U TOTrAA
NPUXOAUIIOCH CJIerka MPUIAYIINTD CMEIIHOTO YelOBeyKa,
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yTOOBI OH He cyeTwics mepen Yxomom. U yausuics I'pu-
Mep OISITh caMOMy ce6e — He ObLJIO B HEM B 3Ty MUHYTY
HM CTpaxa, HU YAUBJEHUSI, HUYETO, KpOMe MepTBOTO JIo-
6ombITcTBa. Kak He ObUIO ero HM B 3ajie, KOTa OH BbIBO-
oun My3y, Hu Ha ynunax 'opoga, Hu ceiiyac. HaBepHoe, 1
CTpax, U J1000Bb, U JKeJlaHyue OCTaauch TaM — B jinile CTo-
SIero-HaJl-BCeMM, KOTOpOe CBETWUJIO 3TUM JIIOASIM TaK
SIPKO ¥ OBIJIO TaK BCEMOIYIIE, UTO MMEHEM ero UM ObLIO
BCe M03B0JIEHO, BCe TPOIeHO, BCe OlpaBiaHo. U nBuHY-
Jlachb JleCTHMIIA moj, Horamu [pumepa, U 3acCKOIb3uUiIa
BHM3, U pa3oIllINCh [OBepU, U, IIEJKHYB, COLUINCH 3a
HMM, — TaK POT PbIOBI, TIOMABIIE} Ha CYIIY, 3aKPhIBAETCS
CYOOPOKHO ¥ 0e33BYy4HO. M IOKa OTKpbhIBaJach ABEPb,
paccmesuicst Tpumep B cBOeit HEXKMBOI yibIOKe. My3sa —
skuBa. U He cTpaiiHo, 4yTo He 6yaet ero, Mysa — 3TO TOXe
I'pumep. U ee 6ymyT JI0OUTH 3TU CKPIOUEHHbBIE KECTKME
Masblibl, M OHA HAYYUT UX HEXKHOCTHU CBOEJ, KOTOPYIO OHa
oTKpbUIa ¢ I'pumepom. U onsith yabibHycsa ['pumep, Mo-
>KeT, CBOeli HauMBHOCTM, a MOXEeT, MpaBjie, KOTOPYI OH
BUIEN WIN XOTeNl BUIETh TakoBOW. U mepeBen riasa u3
BHYTpPU cebst — HapyKy,  yBuaen I'puMep B MepBbIil pas
BBICOKMIA 3aJ1, TOy00i chepoit TepSIONIiicsS B BHICOTE, a
BHM3Y TiepeJi HMM 3acTbiBlllee HEMOJBMXHOE 3epKajo
YYTb JKEJATOBATOi BOABI, M 3TO 3€pKaJ0 elBa JIPOXKaso
B TOM MecCTe, Iie JIeCTHUIIA, ABVOKYIasics mog, 'pumepom,
yxonuia B BOAY, M MbIJIbHbIE KPYTU PaCXOAMUINCH Y CHOBA
raciy HegaJeKo OT 3TOi JIeCTHMUIbI. TsbKesla M MajoIlo-
IBIWKHA ObLIa BOJA, CJIOBHO MAacjo ObLIO PasiuTO IO ee
TTOBEPXHOCTH.

ITycTtu, 6poch, MBBIPHYM CIOIA Bech I'Opof C €ro HOBBI-
MU O6I/IT&T€]’[HMI/I, M HU KaIlJiM, HN BOJIHbI HE KOJIbIXHETCHI
Ha 9TO¥ TsKeIo MOBEePXHOCTHM, TAKOBA U YejioBeveckast
MaMsITh, B HEJ TOHYT, PACTBOPSIIOTCS, TACHYT CYIbObI, TeJIa
" COOBITYS, BEJTMKIE TPUMEDBI U BEJIKUE UIEN.
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CriokoitHo I'pumepy yXOAUTb, He 3Hasl, a CJIeJOBATe/lb-
HO, U He TOMHS, 4To ['opon comen c kpyra, pacrnaiach
cBs3b BpeMeH. [locneguuii T'pumep ceiiuac OBUHETCS
HaBCTpeuy TYyCTO-3eJIeHOMY, TSDKeJIOMy O0e3MOJIBUIO U
6ecraMsITCTBY, HEKOMY Oy[eT Ha 3TMX JMIAX BbIPE3aTh
YepThl KPacoThl, 6JIATOPOACTBA, CTPOTOCTM M KaHOHA, HO-
BOTO KaHOHa, 60 TaifHa pemMecja M MCKYCCTBa, BMeCTe
C TaJbI[AMM, TOHKUMM, O€IBIMM, XPYIKUMY, UYTKUMU
nanbiiamu I'pyMepa, U €ero ymoM, OCHAllleHHbIM M3Beu-
HbIM POIOBBIM YMeHMEeM TBOPUTH JIMIIO, UCTAIOT ceityac
BMeECTe C 3TMM eIVHCTBEHHBIM, BPEMEHHbBIM, ITPOXO[Is-
VM TeJIOM, B KOTOpOe ObljIa 3aK/II0UeHa Tpaauius poja,
a Mysa, KOTOpYI0 OH OCTaBWI JIIOASIM, OYIEeT CTapeTb U
HaKOHeI] YIIeT 3a HUM, a eCIM yCIIeeT POJUTD JeTel, OHU
He OymyT noxoxu Ha ['pumepoBy My3y, pyKOTBOpHYIO My-
3y, Y HUX OyOyT MEpPBOPOJHbIE JIUIIA, KOTOPbIe ObUIM Yy
KakIoro u3 xureseit storo T'opoga BHyTpu cebst. «deTu
My3bl 6yAyT MOXO0KM Ha Jtofeit 6e3 juiia», — Tak ObI TO-
myman I'pumep, 3Hast Oymyuiee. «Y HUX OYyIyT CBOM JIU-
na», — Tak ayman CTosimuii-Hak-BCceMM, KOTOPBIV 3Has
Oymyllee paHbllle, YeM OHO HAYaJIOCh.

T'opop comen ¢ kpyra, ['opon, cBenu ¢ Kpyra, U KTO €ro
3HAET, UTO XKJET TOro, KTO BBIIIEI 3 IOBTOPA U IPUMEpa;
HUKTO He BO3BpalllajIiCs K CBOEMY MEPBOPOIACTBY 3a BCIO
uctopuio I'opona, a MoOkeT, 3TO 1 He BO3BpallleHMe K rep-
BOPOJACTBY...

B3ppornyina nectHuuia nop, I'pumepom, OCTaHOBMUITACD,
KOTJa OO0 BOAbI OCTaBaJI0Ch MOJIMETpa, 1 ['pumMep KauHyJI-
Cs1 BIepe[l, HO yAepsKajcs U yAUBWICS TOMY, UTO JBVDKe-
HMe mpeKpaTtuiiock. Ho aTo 6b1a MILTIO3MS, POCTO IBU-
>KeHMe CTaji0 MeJIJIeHHbIM UM TOYTH He3aMeTHbIM. BoT mo
BOJIbI OCTAJIMCh CAHTUMETPBI, C BUIAY OHA ObLIa MSITKOM, U
Iap IIeJl OT Hee, Boja ObLIa Teriee BO3AyXa. Ee Terio
BTATUBAJIO B CeOSI.
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U I'pumep nomymai, 4To ropa BCIIOMMHATL U Mysy, U
Topog, ¥ cBOIO PaboTy, KOTOpasl MPMHOCKU/IA CTOJIBKO pa-
TOCTH.

— Begp npuHOCHIa? — CIIPOCKII OH CaM CeOsl.

— [IpuHOCHIA, — YCIOKOWJI OH TYT XK€ CIIpallliBalolie-
ro.

— To, uto ceityac mpoucxoaut B Topome, — Tebe
cTpairHo? V60 Thl IpMUMHA ITPOUCXOISIIET0?

— CrpalliHo, HO ThI 3Haelllb, UTO U He TOJIbKO Thl IIPU-
YHa TPOUCXOSAILET0, — YCIIOKOM/ OH CITpalliBaloIIero.

— Ho ecniu 651 He 6b110 Te6ST — TaK Jin Bce 6bII0?

— MoskeT, 1 He Tak, MOXeT, 4 CTpalllHee, MOXeT, H...

U TyT nogomBel I'pymepa KOCHYIMCh BOIBI, CHauyasa
TeIia, a IOTOM YKe BOofpbl. Jla, 5TO 6bUIO 3HAKOMOE OILIY-
IieHue, HO BpeMeH!, Ha UTO OHO MTOX0XKe, BCTIOMHUTD YKe
He XBaTWUJIO, IIOTOMY YTO MbICIM CTaJIM uepe3 HOTU yXO-
IUTb B BOAY, & CAMU HOTU B 3TOV NTPO3PAvHONi 3eI€HOBa-
TOV BOAe CTaHOBWIMCH HEBUAMMbI, OHU Tasiiu, Kak TaeT
caxap B KMUIISITKE, CaMOJIET B Hebe, CHEXXMHKA B JIAJOHU,
Kak 3aps moyTpy. Ho He 6b110 GO, A Bofa yyKe TBOpMIIA
6enpa, KMBOT, TPyAb, ¥ He ObLIO 60U, M ObUIA MUCTOMA,
TOKOI ¥ CMMpeHMe BMeCTO Tejia, M CTAaHOBUJIOCH Terlio
B MBICJISIX. A TIOTOM CTajl pacKasITbCS CBOJ, Haf, TOJI0BOA,
M 3TOT >Kap KOCHYy/CS Tna3 I'pumepa, 1, Kak B Mapuike,
TeJIo, Ipeskie YeM HarpeThbCsl, TIOKPhIBAETCSI TYCUHOM KO-
Keit, rnasza I'puMepa 3amep3nu, M 3aMep3iu Cjae3bl, UYTO
BBICTYNIMIM HA HUX, U [puMep MOMBITAJCS CKBO3b Jef,
YBUZIETb CBOM, U BOZy, 4 TO, UTO ellle OCTajJoCh OT Teja
€ro, ¥ B3IVISI, CTaJl IIPOBAJIMBAThCS B 9TOT Jied, — TaK JIo-
MaeT KpPOMKY JibJla IOMaBiliasi B IOJIbIHBIO JIOWIAb, HO
CaHU TSHYT ee KO [HY, TaK CaMOJIET, TOTEPSIBIIMI yIIpaB-
JieHue, — BCe ellle XMBbI, TPeKpPacHO TOUHBI U YMeJbl py-
KM JIETYMKA, HO KaTUTCS 3eMJISI HABCTPedy OVIIbSIPIHBIM
rapoM, ¥ Tak cobaka, ITOIaBIIasi K KMBOJEPY B CETKY,

242



ObeTcs, MBITASACH BHIPBATHCA. V1 He CTalo yke BO3Ayxa OT
IIYXOTBI ¥ Kapbl, HAKOHEI OCYJIMBIIE XOJIOf, ITyXJI0 rop-
JI0, ¥l KPUK Jie3 Yepe3 pacTasBilye I71a3a, IOTOMY YTO POT
yke ObUI B BOJIE U TUTbLI TY/1a, BHU3, BIEKOMbII1 T€UEHUEM
K BBIXOZY, ¥ KpMUaJIM I/1a3a B KPACHBII CBOJI, ¥ IIOKpaCcHe-
JIY TJ1a3a, PacTasuiv, U 3allUIM PO30BbIE I/1a3a, He Kak 3a-
XOMT COJIHIIE B 3aTMEHME, a KaK 3aKaThIBAeTCSI OHO, OT-
CJIY>KMB CBOJ CPOK COBCEM, a He Ha BpeMs IMOJYCYyTOK, U
PaBHOAYIIHO CJIYIIAJ STOT KPUK CBOJ M TIOCTENEHHO
ycriokauBasicsl ¥ rosyoes. Tak AOropeBIInii 1oM 3apacTa-
€T TPaBOIi M CTAHOBUTCS 3€JIEHBIM JIECOM, a CITYCTSI BeKa
MO¥iM morajaics, uTo 3aech ObUIO TOCYAapCTBO MIJIM CTO-
SUTM BBICOKME OalllHM, HaJ KOTOPbIMM TOJIyOea CBOJ, a
BHI3Y, He K0OJIeOJIsICh, 3aCThUIO 3epKajio 03epa.

To/bKO ellle MaJieHbKYe KPYTM MOSBWINUCH OT TIOYTU
HE3aMETHOTO [BVIKEHMS JIECTHUIIBI, M TJIa3a U MBbICIU
I'pumepa uepe3 y3K0e KJIOKOUYIee TOPJIO BUIMBAIUCH HA
yauisl Topozia B €ro BeuHble KaMeHHbIE KaHaslbl, M UM
CTaJIO SICHO U CITOKOIHO, TTOTOMY UTO BIiepenu ObUT 0J-
rMif TyTh TIO KaHAAy Ha OKpauHy, 3a mpenensl T'opopa,
B BOZIbI PEKM, KOTOPbIE TPUHMMA/IU B ce6s KaHaJl, 8 IIOTOM
0 CTApOMY PYCJTY B OKeaH, KOTOPbIil BEUEH U MTOCTOSTHEH,
KOTODBII 3€JIeHBIMY CBOMMM OYaMM CMOTPUT B Toiyboe
He60. Ho 3T0 moToMm, a ceityac BOKPYT ObLIM ITPUBBIYHBIE
[IoMa, KaMeHb, KOTOPbIii He GOUTCST BOZBI.

Tak ke MPUBBIYHO IIEJ JOXIb, M I'pUMepy Kas3asioch,
YTO Iae-To Iiakaia Mysa.



MOCMECMOBUE

Hura Jleounpa JlateiuuHa «['pumep n Mysa»» 03HaueHa aB-

TOPOM Kak «pomaH». HO 3TO MMEHHO «CBEpXIIOBECTHY,

«CBepXOIJCaHMe», HAaTIOTHEHHOe SIPOCTHBIM CTpeMJIeHMEeM
OXBATUTb BeCb OHTOJIOTMUECKMIt CIIEKTD CYyIleCTBOBAHMSI, BeCh
MTyThb YeJI0BeKa-MWINTPUMAa, BCIO IIIKOJTY ero Co6/1a3HOB, BCE €r0
My4YeHMs] — OT I10J1a JIO TIBITKM, OT OJIOJIEHUS Ce6sT 10 OfOIeHUS
npyroro. Bce «MmecTHOe», «4aCTHOE» PeIlIUTeNbHO BbBIUMUTAETCS
"3 BpeMeHM U MPOCTPAHCTBA ITOTO KBasupomaHa. Ero nudep-
6J1aT TOKa3bIBaeT HE KOHKPETHO-UCTOPUYECKOe, a MMUPOBOE
BpeMsi. Ero CroskeT BHe Kakux-1nb6o reorpaduueckux LIMpPOT,
TOYHee, OH UX MHOTO IIupe.

... TskKKast TOTa/IbHOCTh THETEeT Hekuit ['opof 1 ero xxurteneii,
KakK GbI Pa3MBIThIX HECKOHUYAEMbBIM HOKAEM, HATTOMMUHAIOIIVIM
6oee 0 MeTtausuke, YeM O METEOPOJIOTUY, KUTEJIEI, KaK Obl
PaCIUTIOIIEHHBIX 3TOM TSKECThIO.

Ho 3TO He opy3/uloBCKasl MM 3aMSITMHCKAsT TOJMIieicKast
runepaukrarypa. [lomuius B «['pumepe 1 myse» B uiie Tamo-
SKEHHUKA — JIMIIb CIY’KAaHKa TaMOIIHE! OHTOJOTUM, CaMOTO
criocoba Mpe6GbIBaHMUSI B HEM uejioBeKa. UesloBeK ke 37ech He
MIPUKpeIieH K KakuM 6bI TO HU GbLIO ONpefeeHHbIM dhopMa-
uusaM u pexxumam. B «I'pumepe m Myse» make coBpeMeHHast
TEXHOJIOTUSI MPUOOPETAET JOCOBPEMEHHBIE UEPThI, MPUOIIVIKA-
SICh K Maruy Wiy UCKYCCTBY, MIO3BOJISIIOLIEMY repoto — ['pumepy
MEHSITh CBOMM CKaJibIleJieM JIMI[a YejioBeueckue B HallpaBlie-
HUM UX XOTSI GbI OTJAJIEHHOTO CXOJCTBAa C HEKMM TAaMHCTBEH-

HBIM, coBepileHHe M O6pasom. Y O6pasel 3mech Takke HE
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MMeeT Hu4ero obiiero ¢ brarogerenem muau bombinm BpaTom
TIOTYJISIPHBIX aHTUYTOMNA. B «I'pumepe» croskeT M306paskaeT He
KaKoi-1160 MOMUTUYECKUI PEXXUM WIM COLMANbHBIN CTPON—
TUTA «MypPaBbMHOTO COLiMaMM3Ma». Pexxum U CTpoii caMoro
COOBITUS CTAHOBUTCS COAEPSKAaHMEM KHUTH.

CxkaxkeM MpSIMO: TaKue KHUTU Tparuuecku pefKu B JIUTepa-
Type, a TeM 6ojiee TeKylleii, MpocTonymHo auddepeHInpyIo-
mieli MMp B CBOMX CIOKeTax. ENVHCTBeHHasl pycckasi KHWUra,
HeCKOJIbKO HallOMHMBILAs aBTopy dbaHTa3mu JIaTbIHMHA U eiBa
JIV U3BECTHASI COBPeMEHHOMY YMTATeI0, — 3TO POMaH 3a6bITO-
TO KMEeBCKOTO IMcaTesis, HeymauwIMBOro 6JI0KOBCKOTO Koppe-
crioHfeHTa VBaHa IlanTioxoBa «TummHa u crapuk» (1908),
Ha3BaHHBIA UM «MMPOBOJ CaTUPOi», MUCTEPUATBHO BOCCO-
30a0IINI MUPOBYIO XK€ CXBAaTKY «OYLIN» U «MaTePUN».

«MmupoBasi catupa» JleoHuzna JlaTblHMHA B M300paskeHUU
T'opoma-mMupa cobupaeT BeCh ero Tparmueckuii OrnbIT MpedbIBa-
HMSI He CTOJIbKO B TOW MM MHOW UCTOPUM, CKOJIBKO MEXKAY
JKMsHbBIO M 06PSIIOM HACUITBCTBEHHOTO «YX0[a», MEXIY Ipo-
SKUTAIOIIMM  Yejl0BeYeCKyl IUIOTh 3POCOM M CUSIOIIMM Ha
TPaHCIIeHAEHTHBIX BbIicOTax O6pasioM, MeXay moapyroi I'pu-
mepa My3014, BOIUIOIIAOILEN TAPMOHUIO HA PACCTOSIHUM BBITSI-
HYTOJ PYKM reposi, M BceoOleli po3HbI0, MeXXny TaMOKeHHMU-
KOM, TTPOIEXMBAIOLIMM Yepe3 GUIbTPhI «TOTATBHOCTI» MUPO-
BOe BeIlleCTBO, ¥ BJOXHOBEHHBIM IIpeBpallleHMeM IOcaeJHero
11071, TBOPYECKMM pe3LoM-CKanbrenem I'pumepa.

To, YTO IO YCJIOBUSIM 3TUX METATUTUUECKUX TEM TPe6bhIBaeT
roe-TO MeXAY HMMU, KaK HeoOX0auMoe CJIeICTBUE V3BEUHOTO
pPa3opBaHHOIO COCTOSIHMSI YeJIOBEKA, PACISITOTO MeXIy JO0JIb-
HMM U TOPHUM — €ro ThICSIUe/leTHee MYUYUTENIbCTBO — 37eCh
BbIHECEHO B HA4a/I0O M KOHEIl KHUI'M, B IIBITKY Irepos OrHeM U
BOJIOJA.

Hexkorpa l'orosb Hamucan B «Tapace bynboe»: «...eMy yBsi3a-
JIV PYKU Y HOTM B HAPOYHO CIeJaHHble CTaHKU, U... He 6ygem
CMyIIATh YMTaTeNeli KapTUHOK aACKUX MYK, OT KOTODPBIX IbI-
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60M ITOAHSINCH ObI X BOJIOChI». 3aTeM JIMTepaTypa elle 40Jro
06X0IM/Ia TBITKY MOTYAHMEM, Y YK He SIBJISIETCS JIM 9TO OJHO
M3 THICSUM TIPUUMH ee BO3BpaleHMsS B TPAKIAHCKUIT OBIT
Halero Beka?

ITbiTKa B «I'puMepe 1 Myse» CTaHOBUTCS Kak ObI arodeosom
COLIMATbHOCTY, BEPUIMHHBIM SIBJIEHMEM B MeXXYelI0BeueCKuX
cBsa3sX. CriopHo? Ho mycTb aBTOpa ONpoBepraeT akajeMuue-
CKasl COIMOJIOTHS, TI0O POAY CBOMX 3aHSTUI yoexXkIeHHast B 00-
paTtHOM. ITokamecT ke MOXXHO JIMIIb HAallOMHUTb, UTO B CBOE
BpeMsI YMHelmmit peakiyonep JKosed ne Mectp, oguH u3 ca-
MbIX TIY6OKMX U (aHATUUYHBIX «TaMOKEHHMKOB» I[MBUIN3A-
LMY, YTBEPXKIAJ, YTO LIEHTPaJIbHbIM €€ MEePCOHaXeM SIBIIsieT-
cs1 — nasiay. IToT Te3uc aAe MecTpa BbI3BaJI 6ypIo JinbepasbHO-
TYMaHUCTUYECKMUX AHTUTE3UCOB, HO HU OOMH U3 HUX, HaXKe
caMblii OCTDbIi, HUCKOJBKO HEe YMEHbIIMJI KOJIMYecTBa Maja-
Yyeil, U COOTBETCTBEHHO IbITOK B HallleM AYIIEBHOM, Ja U IpYy-
roM ropoje.

U Bce ke BO uMs uero B «I'pumepe u My3e» J00u Tak My-
YyaT ApyT Apyra? Macmrab 3Toit «MUPOBOI CATUPbI» CTAHO-
BUTCSI 0COGEHHO OYEBUEH B ee BOCCO3/IaHUM HECKOHYAEMOIi
Yyeyi0Beueckoii COCTsS3aTelbHOCTM, TOHKM, SIpMapKu Tiiecia-
BUI1, BCECBETHO OUPsKY, Ille 9TU TIIECHaBUsl He B COCTOSIHUU
YTOMOHUTBCSI HM HA MUHYTY. Kakoif y>k TaM TOTaauTapusm,
KOTOpBIi, 10 KpajiHeil Mepe, TEOpPeTUUYECKU JOJKEH TacCUThb
VHAVUBUIYAIUCTUYECKUI WU3OBITOK, Ype3MepHble aMOULIUU
TOTO, UTO JIOCTOEBCKMII Ha3Bal «COOCTBEHHBIM XOTEHMEM».
Cxopee, TOTAJbHOCTh TAKOTO «XOTEHMSI», CTPEMJIEHUS OIlepe-
IUTb GIVKHETO U JaIbHEr0, YPOIJIMBbII MacCOBbIN HamoJeo-
HU3M.

3pech KHMra JlaTbIHMHA, COOBITUITHO Tpe6bIBaloIasi, Kak
VB B MPAHCKOM 3I0Ce, «3[eCh U He 3/eCb», HEOXUAAHHO
c6amkaeTcsl ¢ BecbMa JIOKAJbHOI, «MOCKOBCKOI» IpO30ii
IOpusi TpudoHOBa, repou KOTOPOIi MpeBpalialoT MMPOBOIA
ropoJ, OTYaCTM B OOPIIOBCKYIO TUIONIAAKY, OTYACTU B JIOTE-
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peiiHblil cToa. Ho 9Ta KHMra, pelnTeTbHO CHUMAsT KaKoii Obl
TO HM GBIJIO MECTHBI KOJIOPUT, MeTadOopMUUeCK U Jaske Me-
Tapu3nUecKu MepecuuThiBaeT CUTyallMu TakoTO poja, Ipe-
Bpaujasi TeM CaMbIM SIpMapKy BOCTOYHOEBPOIENCKOro Tile-
cr1aBusi B MupoBylo. ®abyibHOe, CIOXKETHOe M300peTaTelib-
CTBO aBTOpPA KOHCTPYUPYeT UYLOBUIIHYIO CTPYKTYPY, B KOTO-
POt aHOHUMHOE, 6e3bIMSIHHOE TTOCTOSIHHO MEePeIieCKUBAETC S
B MpeaNpUMMUYMBOE CaMO3BaHUYECTBO. 3[1eCh UeJIOBEK OCy-
mecTBasieT cebsl, JMIIb Olepesxkasi Opyroro. VHTerpaabHas
9Heprusi aBTopa IO03BOJISIET eMy BOB/IeYb B CBOIO MeTadopy
TOTaJIbHOM KOHKYPEHIIMM MHOKECTBO €e «IIOJI)KAHPOB» — OT
MOJINTUYECKO MHTPUTU 10 MYOGJMUYHOTO CeKca — MPOHUYe-
CKM, JaKe IOMOPUCTUYECKH, a 3aTeM U TParmdecku MX TpaHC-
KpUOGUpY.

JTa CTOpOHa KHUIY OCOOEHHO OTMeueHa COBpeMeHHOI MC-
Topueit. OTeueCcTBEHHBI TOTAIUTAPU3M BCEX IIBETOB TEOPETU-
yecky aHa(eMCTBOBAJT UeIOBEUECKOMY COMEPHUYECTBY, MPaK-
TUYECKM — BecbMa TIOOUIPSIUI €ro, XOTSI M B CKPBITHBIX, Tpe-
BpalleHHbIX GopMax.

Ceropmust Haia JTubepaabHas MHTE/UIUTEHIMS, KaK AUTS TMO0-
TPEMYLIKO, TEIIUTCSI CYACTIMBOI MMepCIeKTUBOI CBOOOIHOTO
PBIHKA U OPYTUMX 3KOHOMUYECKUX CKIOHEHUI Ha3BAaHHOTO CO-
TIepHUYECTBA B €ro yKe COBEepIIeHHO SIBHOM, Y3aKOHEHHOM
BUJIE.

EcTecTBeHHO, 3a0bITO (Ia M elBa i KOTAa-11Mbo 0co3HaBa-
JIOCh), UTO BCS 3arajHast JMTepaTypa OT MPOMBIIIEHHO! peBo-
JIIOUMM [10 TIEPBBIX PacKaTOB PEBOJIIOLMM «HAYYHO-TEeXHUYeC-
KOJi» — 3TO HECKOHYAeMblii BOIIJIb 3CTETUYECKUX CTUXUIL MPO-
TUB 3TOTO COMEPHNYECTBA, IPOTUB Pa3pyIIAOLIEl «TyIIeBHbI
ropoji» po3Hu. BO3MOXKHO, HET APYrux IIyTell peajbHOTO XO-
351/ICTBOBaHMSI, HO JyXOBHOE X035I/ICTBO UesloBeuecTBa MpeJo-
JlaTaeT BO3HMKHOBEHME B HEM HEKOero Heo6XOAMMOro armoKa-
JIMTICUCA 3TOM posHu. Y Apama CmuTa, COUMHMBUIErO IIO-
JIUTIKOHOMUYECKUIT TMaHEeTMPUK «CBOOOJHOM KOHKYPEHIIU»
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(kcTaTH, KaKoil CTpaHHbBI OKCIOMODOH, BPOJie «COLManucTuye-
CKOT'0 COPEBHOBAHMSI») U €r0 CTOJIb K€ ONTUMUCTUYECKUX BHY-
yarT, CBOS LieX0Bas 3aJaua, HO CBOSI M y MCKYCCTBa.

Kuura JlaTblHMHA BOCCO3[laeT He MCTOPUIO, HO U3BEUYHYIO
TICUXOJIOTMYECKYI0 MOPGOJIOTUIO TPEeCTIOBYTO COpeBHOBA-
TeJIbHOCTH, Ha KOTOPOI1 1ie/ble coluanbHble hopManuy crena-
Ju cebe Kapbepy — OIHU ITOXBAJION, APYTMe XYJIOii, MEXIY TeM
KaK Of0JIeHVie YesIOBeKa YeIOBEKOM, HauaBIIVCh YyTh paHbIIe
noenuHka MakoBa ¢ AHTe/IOM, TOXO0Xe, CKIIOHHO 3aKOHUUTBCS C
CaMoi1 UCTOpUeENL YyesloBeKa.

Bech poMaH — Kak GbI ellle B YY)KO#, TO €CTh HEOCBOEHHO
JuUTepaType, B Heu3BeNAHHOI paHee MaHepe, 6e3 MPSMBIX
MpealleCTBEHHUKOB, BHE COBpeMeHHbIX mapasiesneit. K «mbi-
TOLIHBIM 3alMCSIM» B KHUTe B KayeCTBe HEKOero IMpUHIKIIA
Tparuyeckoi AOTOJTHUTETbHOCTU TIPUCOEINHSIeTCS XYOOXKHU-
yeckasi TbITKA — CYAOPO’KHAsl TOMbITKA Pa3MeCTUTb CJIOBO
B COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIX 3CTETUYECKUX YCIOBUSIX, COOBIIAONINX
eMy Kyna 6osiee 0OIIMpPHBbIE, YUeM B TPAOULIMIOHHOM OIMCAHUMA,
CMBIC/IBI, HallpaBJIeHHbIE B CTOPOHY MMUPOBOTO LI€JI0T0, MUPO-
MMCaHUs Kak LeTn.

Hekorza coBpemeHHUK bopiepa, 1uTepaTypHbIi U OPYroi
rypMaH, MO3HAaKOMMBIINCHL C «I[BeTamMm 3y1a», MOpaskeHHBIN,
mcan o6 aBTope: «6eIHOe TUTS, Kak MHOTO OH CTpaias».

COBpeMeHHOCTb, OCHOBATEIbHO OTYYMB HAC OT KaKOTO ObI
TO HU OGBIIO IT'YPMAHCTBA, CYpPOBO YUMUT TParnyeckoil 1eHe mogi-
JINHHO IuTepaTypsl. [leso He TOJMBbKO B TOM, UTO KHUTaA JlaTbI-
HMHA IO YCJIOBUSIM CBOErO BO3HMKHOBEHMSI BOCXOOUT K aHe-
rpayHIy ceMuaecsaTbIXx (HamucaHa B 1977/78), «IpuKu3HeH-
Has» Cyob6a KOTOPOTO CJIMIIKOM M3BecTHAa. OTIOXKMBIINUCH OT
JIUTEPATYPHOTO UCTEOIUIIMEHTA, KHUTA TaKKe OTIOXKMUIACH OT
€ro ThICSSTYaMM HOT IMPOTOPEHHOM, ThICSITYaMM pa3 MOBTOPEHHOM!
3CTeTUKM, HEMeJIEHHO BCTaB Ha MyTb 6e3 OGBIYHOI JuTepa-
TYpHOI «TaMOXHMU», 6e3 ob6yerdyamumyx ero ykasaresneii-
HOPMAaTUBOB, 6e3 4yKoit moacBeTKu. I'YCTO M MJIOTHBIA CTU-
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JIMCTUYECKUI KOKOH KHUTHU, OIJIETAIOIINI ee CIOKeT, MO/IKeH-
CTBYIOIIMIT BOCCO3AATh BCIO aMIUIUTYAy MUPOBOTO ITpoliecca —
Tparuyeckas peuMoCTb COOGIINUTD XYI0KeCTBEHHOMY 06pasy
COBepIIIeHHO MHYI0 HUTh. BOT OJMH U3 MepPBbIX €e BCXINUIIOB U
KpMKOB. KakoBa-To 6yIeT 9Ta SKM3Hb?

BAZIVM CKYPATOBRCKWIA (KVIEB)






THE FACE-MAKER AND THE MUSE



SACRIFICE

behind his back, so that through the flames — bright-

er now and scarcely visible in the grey light of day —
the Face-Maker could see the City, separated from his
eyes under the awning by a dry distance that lent it an
unusual appearance.

From the street, from out of the rain, the City looked
grayer and more blurred, and you could only ever see
a small part of it. But from here, from high up, through
the flame, the dry air and then the rain, the City trem-
bled slightly, detached itself from the earth and hung in
the air, as though it had finally ceased pretending and
become what it really was.

At first a warmth appeared around the rain, and in the
wind that felt pleasant, but then the tongues of flame
ceased caressing the soles of his feet with their warmth
and began caressing him with their heat. They burnt his
feet and suddenly, without any warning at all, one of
them licked him in the groin. The Face-Maker jerked
convulsively and then remembered that he was bound
fast and his convulsion was merely internal. He sensed as
well that his body was prepared to accustom itself to the
fire. It had exuded sweat, it was defending itself against
the heat. At this point the wind pressed against the
tongues of flame, and they leaned reluctantly away from
the Face-Maker’s body. It was suddenly strangely cold,

'I'he soot took to the air reluctantly and drifted away
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but that wasn’t true, it was a normal cold, the cold he
was used to, only before the fire. The Face-Maker shud-
dered. Having detached itself from the earth, the City
appeared to be trying to fulfill the fundamental purpose
of its existence by clambering up the hill on the top of
which the Face-Maker now lived. But high as he might
live, the House behind his back was higher still. From the
roof of that House the Face-Maker could probably have
seen most of the City, while now all he could see now
were the neat, even rows of the houses that bent around
the hill in a semicircle, surrounding it on all sides — as
though an ancient amphitheatre that had been pulled
inside out but otherwise left untouched by the hand of
time had raised itself up from the surface of the earth on
its steps and was scrambling up the hill — without the
slightest fuss, without any of the rows attempting to
overtake the others: in their coordinated ascent they
maintained a strict and regular order, sequence and bal-
ance. From here he could see quite clearly how regular
the distance between the rows was. Only at one spot did
a wide band of separation split the ranks of houses into
two equally great detachments, in the way an army di-
vides when it moves, pushing its commanders ahead of
itself, with the soldiers marching just far enough behind
for the gap to be sensed and seen even at a distance, just
far enough behind for the leaders and the masses not to
be confused.

Yet another gust of wind bent the fire back towards
the Face-Maker’s body. The flames had grown taller in
the meantime and they licked at the Face-Maker’s face.
His eyebrows flared up, then drooped, turned pale and
vanished, leaving behind nothing but white wisps of ash.
The tongues lifted their tender caress still higher, and his
hair disappeared as though it had ducked back inside his
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skull: the way a ground squirrel glances out for a minute
and then ducks back into its burrow when it hears an en-
emy approaching. The smell of burning hair is disgust-
ing, probably even more disgusting than the pain.

The Face-Maker closed his eyes, but the City was still
there in them, still just the same as when the Face-Maker
saw it from here for the first time: those even semi-
circles embracing the hill. His eyelids grew hot. One, no
longer able to withstand the heat, suddenly burst, and
the eye, unable to withstand the light and the fire, shriv-
eled away and saw the world no longer. The last thing the
Face-Maker glimpsed through it was the front row of
houses flattened, stretched and bent sharply backwards,
as though in attempting to resist the other rows advanc-
ing upon it, it had suddenly given way and snapped un-
der the pressure. And after that, nothing but a red mist.
The Face-Maker tried to throw his head back and tip his
living eye further inside himself, and he felt the force of
the fire slacken. Perhaps it was the wind, or perhaps the
junk piled up under his feet had burned through and col-
lapsed and the flames had retreated, slipping down to
pursue the burnt-out junk. The Face-Maker opened his
remaining eye. Of course, he had only imagined it — the
first row was still there, choking the hill in the grip of its
even, regular semi-circle. His shriveled eye had made
him overlook the fact that his legs had already begun to
burn. The charred and twisted sole must be cramping his
leg, but he couldn’t feel the pain of the twisted muscles
through the pain of his smouldering foot. His brain was
could only theorize about it, and meanwhile his body,
independent of his brain, went on resisting the heat
through its strongest centre of pain, even though future
causes were already at work, reconciling the Face-Maker
with it.
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Now the fire must have clambered on to a heap of pa-
pers, for it leapt up and thrust a lance into the Face-
Maker’s heart. The pain would have been severe if his eye
had not been burnt out and his legs were not smoulder-
ing. What a pity he was under the awning: if not for the
awning, the rain would long ago have swamped the
flames and that would have been the end of it. He had
been prepared for trial by fire, but not to this extent, it
was time to take the Face-Maker down now, he had al-
ready lost one eye and it would be harder for him to work
from now on. The flames spurted up again, brighter now
and wider, and the City disappeared behind them.

The awning above him caught fire and the flame
broke through to the outside. The Face-Maker spat salty
saliva in his delight: now the rain would come pouring in.
But no, it was too late. Before they could reach the
flames, the streams of rain turned to steam and evapo-
rated. Fire was stronger than water. Sooner or later, of
course, the flames would weaken and the rain would
have its way, because fire is temporary, it is only there
for as long as there is something to burn, no matter how
strong it might be, while the rain in this City was perma-
nent. But that would not do the Face-Maker any good: by
the time the rain had conquered and the flames were ex-
hausted, what would be left of his body? Certainly not
anything that could go down the hill and open the door
behind which the Muse was waiting.

It became a little cooler though it might not be able to
defeat the fire, the water had made it more bearable. It
was too risky to open his eye. The skin on his belly began
to burst open and the cracks crept around his hips. The
Face-Maker could no longer feel any pain below his knees.

And even so he had been lucky. He had managed to
acquire a Name. He was the Face-Maker, and not just
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Seventy-Seven, as he had been two years earlier. And the
Muse, his Muse — today she had a Name as well.

Now he could feel his belly beginning to swell up, the
Face-Maker had not expected his belly to behave like
that in the fire. But no, it was a mistake, it was just that
the skin had finally burst and everything that used to be
there inside had come tumbling out. Wait now, your
thoughts are getting confused, if it has all tumbled out,
then you should open your one eye so you can gather it
all up. But your hands are bound. But if you can still see,
that means you can help. Or is it that when your eyes are
bound you can avoid the guilt for anything? Or is that
wrong too?

It is wrong. That’s not the answer. Calm down, re-
member. What has no fear of fire? Stone? Stone. His body
still seemed to obey his thought, for everything that was
still alive in the Face-Maker now became stone. And that
was only right — if there is no way out, then you have to
invent one. Once again his thoughts, like a runner who
has stumbled, struggled to their feet and trudged on,
limping slightly. Yes, thought the Face-Maker, yes that’s
right, if he opened his remaining eye now it would burn
up, and if he opened his mouth, his speech and his
breathing would burn up, and if he felt the pain, his brain
would not survive it.

The Face-Maker laughed. He didn’t have to think up
ways out any more. Everything was simple now, he was
stone and stone is not afraid of fire, it simply turns red
and brittle, exuding sweat in order to even out the tem-
perature, in fulfillment of the law of future causes.

And then the doubt appeared as suddenly as an abyss
yawning just around the corner in a place where only
yesterday there was a road. If he’d become stone, would
he be able to work? Would they be able to manage with-
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out him? Not everyone was capable of correcting people
who were made different to match a single face like the
one on the wall in the hall in the House behind him. He
had learnt every detail of that face in years of work. Even
here, high above the City, even now having hidden his
only living eye deep inside himself, the Face-Maker could
see that face as clearly as if he was looking at himself in a
mirror only a foot in front of him.

Toss a match into a haystack and you’ll see what will
happen to the Face-Maker’s doubts: nothing but red ash
drifting on the wind. Nothing else. Nothing but a black-
ened patch on the ground, and probably even less of a
trace left by future memory. Although it really did exist,
that haystack made out of grass which has not yet
sprouted, the red bees did fly on the wind, the ground-
squirrels did hide away from the fire in their burrows and
there was a smell of scorched hair and the smoke of flesh
that had become stone.



CHAPTER ONE

THE CHOICE

t is raining everywhere except here inside. No matter

how strong, how constant, how persistent, how cold or

all-powerful the rain might be — the blue rain of the
river in its slanting lines, the red rain of the sun in its
large check patterns, the green rain falling down through
the leaves on to the point of the hood of your cloak,
across your shoulders, down on to the ground and then
into the stream of the gutter, into the canal and on out of
the City — no matter how strong it might be, this rain,
here inside a human being it is thought that flows, that
swells with the blood, that emerges from the mouth as
steam or congeals in the brain as memory that might be
needed some day. Everything outside a human being is
subject to the laws of nature, but nothing here inside a
human being is subject to any laws at all. He can live his
entire life underground, that is, within himself, and no
one will ever know, because he will walk home through
the streets of the City just as the Face-Maker is walking
home from work at this very moment, because at home
his Muse is waiting for him, the Muse who was granted to
him by chance, his own faithful Muse, just as our Muse is
waiting for our Face-Maker at this very moment. The rain
simply keeps on falling downwards, but the blood inside
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the body moves in its own unswerving, anomalous direc-
tion, quite independent of the direction of the rain. This,
or something like this, is the way the Face-Maker reasons
in his joy at the fact that sooner or later, if you remain
exclusively faithful, the thing you are waiting for will
happen. But even so, the hour of a person’s encounter
with his own fundamental identity is unexpected and
fortuitous, possibly even disastrous, it might even be
better if it never arrives at all, for the longer you live in
anticipation of this hour, the more meaningful your life
will become. This, or something like this, perhaps even
in words something like these, is the way the Face-Maker
reasons on the deserted street of the City, not even aware
that thought is protecting him from what is happening
outside him; he walks on, unaware of the rain squeezing
his body with its cold, heavy hands and bowing his head
down towards the stone that serves the inhabitants of
the City so forcefully by lying beneath their feet.

ow everything has changed! Only yesterday the Face-

Maker had walked along these same streets with al-

most exactly these thoughts, feeling the rain on the
folds of his cloak, and then on the folds of his skin, accept-
ing the weight of this torrent pouring down from above.
Today the rain is still pouring down, perhaps even more
heavily, but the Face-Maker is totally insensible to it.

The thing he has been waiting for for years has hap-
pened.

On one occasion already, in his impatience at waiting
so long, the Face-Maker had forfeited the final remnants
of his gaiety, then after the Commission he had simply
become indifferent to fear, and begun over again working
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secretly to prepare himself for today — without knowing,
of course, that it would be today. The Official had ap-
peared in the laboratory during the final quarter of an
hour before the lunch- break and the patient lying on the
table had pulled the sheet up over her breasts as she
gaped wide-eyed at him, and attempted to get up. That
was when the Face-Maker had seen the Official in her
eyes.

The Official gestured for the patient to get up from
the table. She wrapped herself more tightly in the sheet
against the cold and stood up. Then she realized she was
being banished from the surgery, and she hurried out.

The Face-Maker stood there with his arms dangling
awkwardly, the fingers of one hand still clutching a scal-
pel. He tried to assume a more independent pose: he
bent his arm and tossed the scalpel with an easy move-
ment into the white nickel-plated instrument box, but
the ease was evidently more pretense than reality, and in
his agitation the throw proved awkward. The scalpel clat-
tered on to the bottom of the box and bounced, skidding
over the edge and flying point-first towards the floor,
glinting momentarily like a fisherman’s spinner in the
water before it was extinguished.

The Face-Maker was astonished to discover within
himself the traits he had possessed before the Commis-
sion. Firstly, he was nervous, and secondly, he had lost
control of himself to such an extent that his agitation
was visible to others. The Face-Maker was overjoyed, the
way a person who has fallen over a cliff is overjoyed, on
re-emerging from unconsciousness into life and feeling
himself all over, to discover that he is not only alive, but
unharmed, his arms and legs obey him, his eyes see and
his ears hear. Unable to believe the evidence of his sens-
es, he is overjoyed even at his own disbelief.
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This meant that beyond the bounds of his daily routine
the Face-Maker still possessed all the same old feelings.
The Official’s arrival was something that went beyond his
daily routine, something from a higher plane, from a life
in which the Face-Maker had had no place until today.
From the life which last year the Face-Maker had been in
such haste to enter that he had almost broken his neck in
the attempt. But perhaps his experience in indifference
and self-control could serve him well enough even in this
other life, if only he could impress upon himself the idea
that the Official’s visit might be something new, but it was
still a part of daily reality, it was almost like the return of
his old freedom, just with a certain extra tension.

But even this fancied freedom lasted scarcely more
than a moment before it was gone like a spike driven into
a railway sleeper — the first blow secures it, and after the
second there is nothing left but the head showing on the
surface. Not only had the Official himself come — and his
appearance in itself was a sure sign that you were some-
how involved in the principal affairs of the City — but
there had been a second blow, the one which took away
the Face-Maker’s fancied freedom: the Official had come
to see the Face-Maker on business. He began to speak.

His speech stacked itself away on the shelves of the
Face-Maker’s memory like bolts of cloth in a haberdash-
ery shop. The Face-Maker saw the meaning, but not the
words, for the external sense of words never expresses
what the speaker really wants to say to you, his desire to
astonish or conquer you, to crush or compel you to love
him or to stop loving him, and all the rest... You have to
filter all this out from the spoken word like salt from wa-
ter, and not everyone is capable of this. The Face-Maker,
though, was a master of the technique of translating
words into meaning.
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The Official was suggesting that the couple the Face-
Maker was working on should be altered to become the
Principal Couple — but although his couple and another
were both involved in the Choice, the distance between
them was as insurmountable as a precipice for a tortoise
or a pane of glass for a butterfly, and the distance was
even greater that separated our Face-Maker from his
teacher, the Great Face-Maker, who was preparing the
Principal Couple.

The Face-Maker did not know what to do with his
hands, he stood up... picked up the scalpel... he sniffed
(which was tantamount to disrespect), became even more
embarrassed, carefully placed the scalpel in the box. The
scalpel clinked once and was silent. Apparently heart-
ened by this steely signal from fate, he shuddered once
and — to external appearances at least — regained con-
trol of himself.

The proposal was as unexpected and impossible as a
proposal that a girl from the corps de ballet should dance
the leading role in a major competition. Of course, the
Face-Maker was precisely that, a Face-Maker, but the gap
between him and the Great Face-Maker was wider than
that between the prima ballerina and a chorus girl.

The Great One was unique.

Of course, he could have regarded the proposal as a
test of the extent of his own secret vanity, but testing
that was obviously not a job for the Official. To regard
the visit as a test would have been the extreme limit of
fear and mistrust, and even after the Commission, the
Face-Maker, like all who had acquired a name, knew only
moderate fear.

Today the Official was neither joking nor testing him.
For all his experience in mistrust, the Face-Maker gave
precedence to the simple sense of the proposal in the
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Official’s words. In any case, it appeared that he could
wait until the following day before deciding whether or
not to accept. Yes, taking everything together, the inter-
pretation of a combined test and deception could effec-
tively be ruled out. But the Face-Maker did not entirely
dismiss this meaning, he simply assigned it a subordinate
position in the system of possible variants, and regarded
the simple sense of the proposal as the fundamental one.
The effort cost him all the energy that he had accumulat-
ed and conserved. This was the first step towards the life-
goal for which he had been preparing — with the Muse’s
help, of course. But had he really been preparing? And
was he ready now?

The rain grew stronger and finally forced a breach in
the Face-Maker’s concentration — a small, narrow breach
just large enough for a single drop — and it seeped
through into the Face-Maker’s consciousness, like a
mouse that twists and stretches itself in order to wriggle
into a room through a crack in the floor. The Face-Maker’s
shoulders twitched, and once again he saw himself alone
on the street in the rain, hunched and wretched, hiding
away from people within himself, the way he had seen
himself almost all his life, apart from those moments
when he thought of the Muse, who waited for him in the
dry apartment, pretending to read something, when she
was really listening to hear the bang of the lift, which
meant that in a moment the door would open. In contrast
with the Face-Maker, who was waiting for his hour to
come, she had long since been prepared to live in any way
that life allowed, whether that meant success or living out
the rest of their years as they had been living, always wait-
ing for each other and glad to see each other, and... Per-
haps the Muse would have preferred the second option,
because success was something unknown and even fright-
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ening, it would open up another way of life which might
distort and perhaps mutilate everything that had been
built up in the course of their long and faithful relation-
ship, perhaps making them more tender and loving, but
perhaps finally pulling them apart. She did not want these
potential blessings or misfortunes, she was happy to ex-
change them for what they had already, which she treas-
ured, and which made her happier than many of the peo-
ple she encountered at work or afterwards. Sadly this
choice did not depend on her, however, she was depend-
ent on the Face-Maker, and he was dependent on many
different things, including the Official, as had been con-
firmed by that day’s meeting.

f that day’s meeting had not taken place, there would
Ihave been no novel. Their previous life is not the sub-

ject of this novel, it is a life like everyone else’s, and
the things that are known to everyone, that everyone can
see, are not, even in their most pronounced form, the
subject-matter of the novelist, but of the chronicler of
social mores. The subject-matter of a novel is something
concentrated in one or several individuals, which entirely
changes the lives of all people living, changes them and
the shape of their days, so that the chroniclers of the fu-
ture may continue to perfect their art and describe the
subtle forms of realities which came into being without
their assistance. Therefore our novel begins with that
day’s meeting, which affects the destiny of everyone liv-
ing, not only the Face-Maker and the Muse. Of course I
need not have written that, I could have left it for the
critic to guess: when they finish building a house they
take away the scaffolding, and only an architect would
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know where to position the support if the building had to
be renovated. But I want to leave the critic with no work
to do, because his fate is to serve the chronicler, he is the
second half of a couple which feeds itself by gathering
the corn planted earlier by a sower who scattered his own
substance on the soil in place of grain.

How strange it was: until today nothing had depend-
ed on the Face-Maker, everything — his work, his pay, his
routine — had been decided without him being involved,
and he had been entirely dependent on people above
him, but today his own voluntary decision would decide
whether or not he would carry out the work proposed by
the Official, because this was something you could not be
ordered to do.

v

he Face-Maker slipped. He just barely managed to keep
-I-his balance, like a tight-rope-walker, and his hand

touched the building’s cold, windowless wall. The next
house was his. He moved on cautiously, spreading his legs
wider to make doubly sure. If not from the sky, then from
the ground, the rain had still succeeded distracting his
attention. Even when you were absorbed in thought you
still had to take it into account. End up smashing the back
of your head against the stone, and all your great decisions
and desires would flow out and down through a crack in
the earth’s crust, mingle with the rain and disappear, flow-
ing out beyond the city along the canal that ran down the
hill. Special caution was needed: today he needed that
crust more than ever, he should carry it with care.

Replying to the Official’s proposal was not so simple.
On the one hand, there was the prospect of what he
longed for the Face-Maker would occupy the first rung on
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the ladder and become the Great Face-Maker, and that
would be followed by everything the Face-Maker had been
striving for, or at least, what he had thought he was striv-
ing for initially. On the other hand, this was the same ad-
venturism that had nearly cost him Departure. Of course,
the Official was involved in this piece of adventurism, but
everybody knew what became of verbally delivered official
proposals if something went awry in the course of their
implementation. The proposers simply forgot their pro-
posals, and the responsibility was borne by those who
were implementing them. In this case the person who was
supposed to implement the proposal was the Face-Maker,
and he had already been through one Commission, and
only recently... And then again, who wants to take over
from someone who is alive and working, especially when
he is your teacher and his work is excellent, far better, in
fact, than your own? Of course, the Face-Maker could have
disputed this, but only in his imagination. He had never
carried out any Real Operations of Likeness of the same
class as the Great Face-Maker. Last year’s operation had
been an amateur affair, and in the present circumstances
working by eye was simply pointless. Yes, the proposal
was sufficiently complicated for an unconsidered answer
to mean... These are the thoughts that circle around the
two hemispheres of the Face-Maker’s brain, in the way
that pigeons loosed into the sky by an experienced fancier
will swirl around and around and are quite incapable of
stopping, and it requires an effort of will-power to drive
them back into the dovecote so that you can calmly in-
spect each of them at close quarters and let them rest. The
true dovecote of the Face-Maker’s thoughts was the
Muse — which brings us back to the person without whom
our Face-Maker would not exist. The Face-Maker owed
everything that he was and everything he could do to the
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Muse, and she was with him everywhere — when he was
relaxing, absorbed in his thoughts, and when he worked
with the scalpel at home, to improve his fingers’ control
over the instrument... Only once had the Face-Maker ever
decided to act on his own, when he had launched into last
year’s undertaking.

If the Face-Maker had asked the Muse, simply and
clearly, whether he ought to do it, she would have man-
aged to persuade him to refuse, for the chance always
comes to do the same thing with less risk. But last year the
Face-Maker had almost stopped talking to the Muse and
decided for the first time to do without her help. Ignoring
the Muse’s persistent requests to tell her what was hap-
pening, he set out to realize his plan, remarking noncha-
lantly that nothing was happening that hadn’t happened
before to someone or other.

The Muse calmed the Face-Maker; the means were var-
ious, but always as a result the Face-Maker’s thoughts
would become quiescent, and fold away their wings, just a
little nervously at first, and then settle down and allow
themselves to be handled.

Show me the person who can identify the species of a
bird flying in darkness — and the state of anxiety is a
darkness, filled with the rustling of wings and clamorous
cries.

Museum Attendant Two Hundred and Ninety Two —
such were the post and the number of our Muse when she
met the Face-Maker at one of the Likeness Operations.
She was younger then, and so was he. The Face-Maker had
leaned his chest across her uncovered body in his usual
manner, but scarcely had he raised his scalpel to the first
upper quadrant of her face, as he had done a thousand
times before, when he felt the entire surgery reel and roll,
turning entirely upside down. Then it had begun to ex-
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pand and shrink alternately, as though it had been trans-
formed into some kind of pendulum. When the Face-
Maker recovered his composure half an hour later, he was
quite simply delighted that the Muse was still alive, alt-
hough less in need of the Likeness Operation, than of
basic resuscitation, but that wasn’t really a problem. If the
Face-Maker was to take her as his wife, then there would
in any case have to be another operation, as a result of
which she would be given a name. Perhaps, in fact, she
was first given a name and then the Likeness Operation
was carried out, but regardless of the order of events, a
week or two later the Muse, like the other lucky ones (and
cases like this were as rare in the history of the City as
wells in the desert) was transformed from a Museum At-
tendant into a Muse, with a face which was a correspond-
ing likeness of the Image.

In general it would be just as impossible to say which
had priority in the City — the number or the correspond-
ing face — as to decide whether the chicken or the egg
came first in human history. Therefore, in the City, which
was full to overflowing of order and justice, blind chance
still remained the main factor in determining a citizen’s
fate. Something happened, and as a result people’s num-
bers changed, and then so did their faces — or the reverse.
And the Face-Maker, on whom the citizen’s fate might
appear to depend, had only to perform the operation cor-
responding to the citizen’s class, nothing more and noth-
ing less. There was no making head or tail of the whole
mysterious business.

In any case, it does not matter whether the name or
the face came first, but a certain Two Hundred and Ninety
Two became a Muse. Any ordinary person would quite
simply say she had been lucky. “Fate” was the Face-
Maker’s only comment on the matter. Not by any means
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that they were both in the habit of keeping silent; all of
their time together they spent talking — and how they
missed each other!

v

ut this day, as we know, is a special one. The Muse

is as sensitive to joy as a dog is to scent — and to

grief, too, the Muse is sensitive to any departure at
all from the humdrum routine of life. She won’t show it
straight away, she may not ask any direct questions, and
she won’t try to talk about what the Face-Maker is feel-
ing, but in their idle chatter and nonsense she will
weave a spell of confusion around him with her very
intonation, and somehow or other an hour later the
Muse will know everything. The Face-Maker has still
not been able to understand how this happens. But he
has noticed one thing: when some special occasion en-
tirely transcends the limits of a routine occasion, the
Muse, alas, is once again powerless. Of course, she
guesses at what has happened, and picks up half of it
from conversation, but as far as complete understand-
ing is concerned... On these occasions there is no way to
break the Face-Maker down.

Today is one of those very special occasions, a difficult
day for the Muse. But since the Face-Maker barely sur-
vived on the one occasion when he relied on himself to
deal with a doubly-important occasion, he is no longer
quite so reserved. Almost on the threshold, almost before
the Muse had time to take off his cloak and thrust it into
the drier, to lead him into the dining-room, pressing her
face to his back and embracing him from behind, the Face-
Maker had informed her of the Official’s visit, and the
proposal, and the decision which has to be communicated
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the next day. But the first question the Muse asked took
the Face-Maker by surprise, in view of all the possibili-
ties — on the one hand the moral question, and on the
other the fulfillment of The Face-Maker’s own personal
destiny (in general people’s lives are governed by a social
destiny, in the present case, for instance, the destiny of
the City); it turned out the Face-Maker had forgotten
something quite fundamental:

“But have the deadlines been extended?” the Muse
asked him. “It’s twice the amount of work.”

“Three times,” said the Face-Maker, sinking down into
an armchair as he pondered the problem. He recalled that
not a word had been spoken about it, and therefore there
could be no question of any extensions.

“Well, if that’s the case, there’s really not much point
in thinking about it,” said the Muse, “I think one lesson
should be enough for you. Show a wise man a feather, and
he’ll show you the fox that ate the chicken.”

“What’s a fox got to do with it?” asked the Face-Maker,
his mind on something else entirely.”

The Face-Maker paid no attention to the Muse’s expla-
nation, with its Official and its fox and its chicken, and he
suddenly came to his own decision, the way a man who
has set out to fetch water but finds gold on the way will
run home, not to the well. He took a firm grasp of his own
idea and changed the conversation to a quite different
subject, a subject that our couple had developed to such a
high degree that all he had to do, for instance, was to roll
his tongue up into a tube and stick it out slightly and move
it about a bit. Or else simply form the shape of the sounds
“00-wah” with his lips.

“Wait,” said the Muse, “you’ve come to a decision,
and so have I, and I think there can only be one opinion
here.”
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She told him how unbearable it was for her to wait for
him every day since the Commission, and how the agony
of his possible Departure tormented her... and how she
saw today’s visit as a sign of destiny’s desire to test him
and remind him of last year’s lesson, from which it fol-
lowed that he shouldn’t have any desires or regrets.

It should be said that if the Face-Maker had thought as
she did that evening, or if he had not been preoccupied
with a decision he had already taken, or let us say — for
the sake of accuracy — another desire, and if he had lis-
tened to all the Muse’s arguments, then perhaps what was
to happen in the City would not have happened. But how
could the Face-Maker take the Muse’s arguments seriously
when he had been struck so hard by his own inspiration?
We must, of course, give the Muses their due — they are
always absolutely right. I can see that doubts have begun
to appear as to whether the event might not possibly have
occurred without my Face-Maker. Yes, it could have and it
would have. But not necessarily now, in fact, definitely not
now. An event can only take place when two equally nec-
essary conditions are fulfilled — its readiness to occur and
the presence of the person who sets the event in motion. If
it were not for my Face-Maker, this novel would not exist,
there would be a different novel, perhaps with the same
epilogue, but not today, and other people would set the
time in motion in a different manner. I am as sure of this
as a man who is neither drunk nor blind is sure there is a
birch tree in front of him when he is standing there look-
ing at it.

Ah, birch tree, what a soft, white trunk you have, how
tender and pleasant it is to my fingers. My fingers feel
warm and sensitive as if they were stroking birch-bark, I
hear the leaves rustling, and the wind whispering gently in
the torn fibers of the birch’s skin.
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Vi

nce again the Muse gave way to him. She put her
uarms on the Face-Maker’s shoulders and around his

neck, slid them down over his smooth, cool skin,
bent her head and pressed herself to him, softly and
tenderly.

If everything the Face-Maker had planned had in-
deed come to pass, and if he were to have turned the
world upside down and transformed it into the very
shape and substance of his own secret desires, then
these same hands would still have been placed on his
shoulders in the same way, these same lips and fingers
would still have felt his body swelling and his thought
broken off when it was only half-spoken, half a phrase,
half a thought... Light began moving backwards through
time, confusing the sequence of numerals and the ordi-
nal numbers of the time zones. The Muse knew this, but
the Face-Maker did not know it, his boat swung high
into the air and a wind sprang up and swelled the sail.
The red oars were lowered into the water, and a pillar of
fire sprang up and raised the boat high on its crest, with
its white sail and its red oars. The lightning struck, and
its branches spread out across the sky, shielding the
boat from the slow fire, and then its roots grew down
through the boat and it flared up. Burning slowly, slow-
ly, the boat dropped back into the sea and lay on its
calm waves, and the red oars were extinguished, and the
scrap of scorched sail slowly dragged it to the shore,
only half-alive, scorched pink by the fire.
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Vi

hey lay for a long time without moving, without stirring
-I-at all. The Muse got up first. It was as pointless talking

to the Face-Maker after this as trying to persuade a tele-
graph post to sink roots into the earth and shed its wires.
First she had to revive him, to teach him to talk, and only
then could she start asking him for things. So the Muse
simply stood up without speaking. But in order to com-
pletely rid her conscience of the guilt to come, which she
might well feel if there had been the slightest chance at all
of bringing the Face-Maker back to the conversation that
had been taking place, and changing his mind, the Muse
took his hand and tried to make him sit up. The Face-Maker
was not capable of speaking, or arguing, or agreeing, he
simply continued being absent. There was no way anyone
could rouse him from this state with in the next half hour,
but the Muse did not give up straight away, she felt so sorry
for the Face-Maker now. Why this feeling, as though she
was losing him today? And it hurt her so, as though it had
all happened yesterday and today it was all beyond repair.
But the sensation of pain is one thing, and our actions are
another, and the Muse quietly dressed, pulled on her cloak
and went out into the street. She had decided to attempt to
change something; since she couldn’t change him, she
would change the circumstances. For the Hundreds, whom
the Face-Maker was preparing for the Choice, were her
friends. In fact, it was the Muse who had found them for the
Face-Maker. Every Face-Maker preferred to work with faces
that they not only knew, but with which had some kind of
personal connection, and the couple’s personal connection
with the Face-Maker lay in the fact that the Muse was their
friend. This friendship had endured from a time long before,
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when they and the Muse had lived in rooms next door to
each other — the Hundreds had been living together even
then. It had all begun with the male Hundred’s courtship of
the Muse — he was then Two Hundred and Ninety Five,
which came to absolutely nothing, but developed into a
friendly relationship with his partner. That was all quite a
long time ago now. In some way alike in the past, now they
were very different from each other. But without faithful-
ness to our memories, how could we carry on living? This
friendship had somehow dragged on, without, in fact,
bringing the Muse much pleasure. But she had not made
any other friends, when you have a Face-Maker for a part-
ner, you hardly need other people. His energy, his desires
and problems are quite enough — from thinking of some-
thing new to do in bed, to his delirious desire to make a new
face for you, because he is fed up with this one. And then
there was her own work; although she now had the right to
give it up, the Muse had carried on in her job, and to some
extent this had weakened the thoughts which sometimes
seemed about to drive her mad. Sometimes, indeed, these
thoughts could even produce some deft and simple result by
transforming themselves into something both useful and
calm. Today she really felt less than ever like going to see
the Hundreds, but she had to — for the Face-Maker. Once
again everything was settling back into place.

On the street the rain grabbed hold of her and
squeezed her, as though it was trying to make her small
and light, so that its streams could knock her off the
pavement and carry her away out of the city. Her heart
began to ache from the pressure. What if it did knock
her — then who would help her? There was nothing
around her but Stone, and Stone is not afraid of the rain.
Numbers. Bridges. Not a single tree. Not a single branch.
Not a single bird. Not a single living soul. It was rare for
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anyone to venture out on the street, and then they went
alone, glancing over their shoulders, and only if they were
driven by some exceptional need: there were almost no
needs at all, everyone socialized within the limits of their
ten-units, that it, within the limits of their house. So the
streets steamed in quiet solitude, and mist rose from the
canal, the only sound was the monotonous noise of the
rain, there was no other sound at all. The silence of the
noise. The silence of the rain. The silence of the stone
walls. The silence of the mist. The silence was deafening.

Vil

ow tired-looking female One Hundred’s face was. A

working day spent on the table under the knife — no

wonder she was exhausted! The Muse’s glance acci-
dentally fell on One Hundred’s breasts and she remem-
bered what the Face-Maker had said about not being able
to touch those white, pointed, fleshy mounds, so that
when he was operating he put on an apron that made him
look like a housewife. Maybe so, well, doesn’t he always
say he puts on an apron. But then, he puts one on when he
makes corrections to the Muse too. In that case, so he
says, it’s only because he’s afraid of disfiguring her face
again. She would have to try asking him to work without
an apron, perhaps that feeling had gone a long time ago.
Or perhaps, when he was working with One Hundred, he
put on an apron because that excited him too.

The first five minutes of a conversation between two
people who have known everything about each other for a
long time is enough to find out all the Muse needs to know.
For all the honour due to old friendships and other such
nonsense, the Hundreds’ chances of making the leap to be-
coming the Major Couple are so minute, they couldn’t even
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dream of it, so if the chance did somehow come up. At this
point female One Hundred’s face becomes soft, silent,
dreamy, feminine just as it should be up on the stage during
the Choice. And she wouldn’t even have to think. What she
would do without even having to think about it the Muse
didn’t even try to discover. She simply noted there was no
point in expecting any help from One Hundred and dropped
the matter. What was there to talk about anyway? Every-
thing had been clear from the very start. She might as well
ask a woodpecker not drill holes in trees.

But though she understood that, just as she had with
the Face-Maker, she went back over things for herself to
see if there might be a chance. There was no chance. There
was nothing she could count on here either. The avidity
with which female One Hundred seized on the possibility
of such unimaginable good fortune finally convinced the
Muse she had miscalculated. Winding up the business part
of the conversation without revealing the serious intent
behind this five minutes of idle chatter, the Muse agreed
to go out into the garden with her and watch male One
Hundred working with his birds, so that she wouldn’t have
to go straight away and leave the sharp-witted female One
Hundred with anything for her mind to work on (after all,
she was tired enough from dealing with her own problem:s,
so what did she want with the Muse’s as well?).

They walked through the hall and opened the light lat-
tice-work door into the garden, an almost aerial door that
didn’t creak or squeak but swept back like a flapping wing.
The male One Hundred was standing with his back to them
in his linen shirt. He was just getting a bird out of its cage
and he answered the quiet question — could they watch? —
with a nod, without turning round. As he carefully lifted the
bird out it tried to flutter its wings, but it couldn’t. It tensed
up tightly as though it was trying to make itself smaller and

276



escape from his fingers. The hand tightened still further and
now it feels squashed. It is really frightened now. Its heart
has already been squashed within its body, its heart is no
longer beating at all. The bird is living without any heart.
The palm of the hand presses tighter, harder against the
soft, yielding, subtle flesh of the tiny bird. Crack — the body
split open like a nut, there was a sudden spurt and then a
stream of blood, and it fell in quiet drops, pink and thin.
The hand was stone, pressing harder and stronger, and the
brownish, pinkish flesh oozed out between the fingers.

She could see female One Hundred becoming excited.
The Muse shuddered, but she could appreciate the skill.
She hadn’t seen much of this craft, but as far as she could
tell he was a real Master. Male One Hundred was already
reaching for the next one, while all around him the birds
were singing in the yellow trees. Maybe tomorrow they
would find themselves struggling in the strong hand of the
master, but they didn’t know that, or perhaps they’d simp-
ly got used to the idea and they carried on flying about
lightheartedly while they still could, with the thin dry
branches of the indoor garden trembling under their own
fluffy, trembling little bodies

“Let’s go,” female One Hundred tugged at the Muse’s
arm, “I’ll make you some tea.”

While they enjoyed their tea, another ten minutes
went by in idle chatter. He came in and washed his hands,
but there was a brown spot on his sleeve, just by the
hemmed edge — he’d squeezed a bit too hard and the
blood had splashed. He sat down by the Muse. His eyes
were still focused on his work, red, severe.

“It’s the same every day now,” female One Hundred
announced with a casual air.

“Every day?” male One Hundred queried. “No it’s not,
there are breaks. It’s like they say in the City ‘you can’t do
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everything all the time’, sometimes you have to do just
some of it, and only some of the time.”

Female One Hundred’s smile spread so far that the
edge of her right lip almost touched her ear and then halt-
ed there in a crooked curve. Her man was obviously in
good form today. And if he was in good form, then she
knew his standard two-hour program off by heart, so fe-
male One Hundred was happy to join in the conversation
that followed this great aphorism and make her own lively
contribution. After all, it meant that she got two hours of
freedom as well.

Viewed from the outside the content of the conversation
was approximately as follows: male One Hundred says he
likes the rain when he gets worked up, for then it is pleasant
to go out and walk under the dense lashing downpour and
cool one’s body and come back after the walk with the feel-
ing that the body is stronger than the rain.

The warmth of the City, he says, and a human being
are not subject to the rain’s power, and then follow other
similar cliches that male One Hundred has always forced
down his partner’s ears with indifferent inspiration. And
with the same indifferent inspiration she always agrees
with him and assures him that she understands exactly
what he means. She has always waited for him to come
back and heated some water and prepared a towel, and...
at this point she became even more pink and tender... if
we shift from the language of pulling wool over eyes and
magic spells for toothache to the language of real mean-
ing, then male One Hundred’s lyrical passage conveyed
the information that he was going to see a woman and the
reminder that for female One Hundred this was nothing
new or surprising.

In turn she had conveyed the fact that she’d understood
male One Hundred and wouldn’t mind having a couple of
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hours’ fun herself. All three of them understood this lan-
guage very well. It’s nice to deal with intelligent people, you
never have to tell them what you think, because they’ll un-
derstand, and while they talk about the usefulness of hot wa-
ter for cooling the body, they’ll let you slip your hand into
their pocket and assure you that they won’t notice a thing.
Experience shows that in court cases between people who
employ such a system there are only half as many guilty par-
ties as there are among people who are more direct.

“Goodbye then, my love,” male One Hundred already
had his cloak on.

“Goodbye, my dear,” replied the delicately pink female
One Hundred, shedding a few tears as she wound her
warm arms around his neck. “Just be careful with your
face — it’s our future after all.”

She watched him on his way for a whole minute to
make sure he wouldn’t come back, as he sometimes did.
Once she’d waited for the prescribed period, she threw off
her house-coat and pulled on her linen shirt with its
sleeves covered in small pink splashes. The cloak went on
top. She apologized to the Muse. Since the time of the
Choice was approaching and she would have to move out
of this house, she’d like to visit another couple of neigh-
bours that she hadn’t got to know yet. And of course, go to
see the Museum Director, who she felt absolutely nothing
for, in fact, he actually disgusted her with his white narrow
chest that was bald as a knee-cap, but he was the only man
in her life who had a name — and what woman with a
number wouldn’t be flattered to be allowed into the bed of
the Director himself. Of course, the Director wasn’t a
Face-Maker, but for the One Hundreds even a Director was
like a pair of wings for a homeless cat.

The Muse was astonished that she would have to do so
much in such a short time.
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“Never mind, I used to get even more done, when I still
didn’t know much. But now! Ohoh!” She winked at the
Muse and tied the ribbons of her hood in a bow.

“Bye...” she kissed the Muse on the cheek.

The Muse went back to the table, and then walked
through into the garden. She had to think of something, or
at least do everything she possibly could do, so that she
wouldn’t have to feel guilty about the past, so she would
be able to stay calm. She sat down in the chair where male
One Hundred crushed his birds. The birds were singing,
leaves were falling. It was quiet.

X

emale One Hundred went up to the next doorway and
[tugged impatiently on the handle. The doors opened.

There was nobody in the hallway. She took off her
cloak and hung it up. She gently pushed the second door
and it swung back. The room was empty too. And the next
one after that. The third room was half-dark, damp and
warm. She started suddenly — a pair of eyes was watching
her. They were astonished, full of fear. Only they came in
like this. The fear was like a bird in a cage, when the door
is already open and the hand is reaching in for the bird.

“Are you One Hundred and One?”

“No, ’'m Ninety-Nine.”

“I'm One Hundred. I live next door.” She held out her
hand.

The fear flapped its wings, flitted past the hand and
disappeared from view.

“I only have a few minutes to spare.”

“Come on, I'll make you some tea.” Ninety-Nine stood up.

“I only have a few minutes.” One Hundred went across
to him. “I only have a few minutes, and then I'll go. Come
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here,” she pulled Ninety-Nine towards herself. She felt
him go tense and start breathing heavily, she felt his heart
beating fast. A thin shaving began lifting from the surface
of the wood — transparent, long, unvarying — but the
plank was still not ready and One Hundred began to think
the material wasn’t properly seasoned and it wasn’t worth
wasting any more time.

Even though she could feel her partner slowly going in-
sane, and she knew he’d never known anything like it in
his life, and it would be a little unkind to leave now. But
there was no time!

She was like a man carrying water who won’t let a dy-
ing old man drink his fill because up ahead the water is
needed by people who are digging a well in order to pro-
vide water for the whole world. Sometimes the water-
carrier comes too late to find anyone alive, and then he
goes back and finds the person he left behind is dead too.

“There’s no time, I told you, I only have a few minutes.”

His heart was heaving and pounding like a car stuck in
the mud, his legs were trembling. He let go off her. She
went out into the hall and threw on her cloak. He came up
to her, pressed himself against her.

“Wait a minute.”

“Tomorrow, do you hear? I’ll come tomorrow.”

She slipped out of the door and out on to the street.
The rain greeted her with its coolness, but it didn’t cool
her, it embraced her body tightly with its flowing streams.
Still carrying with her the touch of his hands by her lips,
beside her ear, she began to hurry, and the power of this
uncooling excitement bore her through the wet, black,
gleaming, slippery streets to the doorway she longed to
enter. The door was standing open.

“Hello, you’re ten minutes late.”

“He left ten minutes later than usual.”
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“Is that the truth?”

But he wasn’t listening to her any longer. He’d been
waiting for her and he didn’t even give her time to take off
her cloak.

X

he Muse tidied up the garden. She washed away the
-I-traces of blood and flesh. She swept up the fallen

leaves. She hadn’t thought of anything that was any
use. She wanted to go back home, to her own garden, to
the Face-maker, away from these secrets, away from this
filth. She put on her cloak. The door swung open.

“I can’t wait till tomorrow.” Standing in the doorway
was Ninety-Nine, his hair tousled, his eyes narrowed to
slits, absolutely drunk.

The Muse feels sorry for him, she even delays a little
before she utters her all-powerful magic phrase, for now it
is up to her whether Ninety-Nine remains alive or attends
the Commission that evening. And now he’ll understand
that too. The fox was chasing a rabbit, but it had fallen
into a trap — click.

“I have a name.” The Muse even shook her head, as
though she was asking for forgiveness.

It was all gone, scattered, disappeared. Ninety-Nine
was suddenly as soft as rice pudding, sweat sprang out on
his forehead, he lost control of his tongue.

“Alright, off you go, don’t just stand there. I won’t tell
anyone.”

Holding on to the wall, Ninety-Nine staggered out
through the door. The Muse followed him.

It was useful to have a name. If he’d come bursting in
like that in the days before she knew the Face-Maker,
she’d have had to scratch and struggle and defend herself.
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Lord, how hard it was for women without a name. It was
hard enough for men without one. It meant you were de-
fenseless and dependent. The Muse and the Face-Maker
were both dependent on bigger names, but then that
wasn’t as crude, it was on a different level, although if the
names were equal, then it was all just the same... But any-
way she felt sorry for the young man.

“What energy that woman has,” she thought about fe-
male One Hundred, “she must have left too soon.”

The Muse had barely taken a few steps away from the
entrance when she was almost knocked off her feet by fe-
male One Hundred. With her head thrust out in front of
her like a duck about to land on the water, she was flying
home. When she heard that he hadn’t come back yet she
sighed in relief and whisked in through the doorway. A few
more steps, round the corner, and there was male One
Hundred coming towards her. This was very different. He
was lumbering along in a leisurely, thoughtful fashion. He
stopped and looked at her in a way that made her want to
wash her eyes out, which she did, by tipping her face up
towards the sky.

“Wonderful weather, I don’t even feel like going home,
if it wasn’t for the time...” One Hundred winked. “Maybe I
could walk you home?..”

The Muse shuddered.

“No, thank you,” she said, thinking: “What a pig he re-
ally is”. But she smiled, said goodbye and walked on,
afraid he might try to change her mind.

He didn’t turn away immediately. His mouth twisted
into a rueful grin. It was a pity he didn’t have a name, or
else he’d have taken her ages ago. True, a name wasn’t all
there was to it, what he could manage, bringing her round
here, probably wouldn’t have suited. But anyway, why go
to all that bother, when there was plenty of it lying around
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just waiting behind every door. It wasn’t as if the ones
with names had bodies that were any different.

Or perhaps they did. His thoughts became glued to the
word “name” and began wrapping themselves around it
like tow on a spindle. Not straight away, not right now...
but in theory at least anyone in the City could acquire a
name. One Hundred wiped his face and bent his head for-
ward so that the rain couldn’t fall on to his skin. There
were three days left until the Choice of the Principal Cou-
ple, and his operation was being performed by the Muse’s
Face-Maker, which meant he’d get second place. Which
meant he’d no more chance of getting a name than of see-
ing his own ears. But what if a miracle happened? A mira-
cle could always happen.

That stopped him dead, and from that moment on, for-
getting all about the Muse and female One Hundred and
female One Hundred and Six, he began waiting for a mira-
cle. This is how a chance thought that flits through the
mind suddenly becomes obvious, anticipation is engaged
and expectations start working, but exactly why no man
could possibly explain to save his life. What takes place
somehow takes place outside of us, we only feel it taking
place! And don’t even imagine for a second that there
were any immediate changes in his external life. He
walked home. The rain fell on him. Tomorrow once again
he would spend his working day on the operating table. In
the evening he would watch video recordings with female
One Hundred and crush birds, and then go out about his
own business. That was a good idea of mine, he thought,
about my own business. Then he would come back home
like today. All of it was so much the same you might have
thought he was already coming home tomorrow or in ten
years’ time from now — one of his days was exactly like
any other. But now this feeling of expecting a miracle had
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appeared in him. He tried to understand why it had hap-
pened. He could view the day in its entirety: nothing spe-
cial had happened. The Muse had come visiting before.
Yes. But the last time she had come was two weeks ago,
she wasn’t supposed to come again for another two weeks,
but she had come today. How on earth could the Muse’s
visit have changed anything in his life? Of course, if she’d
needed to find anything out or let them know anything,
she’d have done it through the Face-Maker. Oh, how won-
derful it was to live in a city where there were never any
surprises. It meant that straight off, from one tiny single
little fact, you could guess that something unusual was
about to happen. But that wasn’t all there was to it, not
just these thoughts. He had been visited by the anticipa-
tion of a miracle. It was a sensation as clear and as simple
as the resistance of his face to the rain, as the hands and
lips of female One Hundred and Six that he was still carry-
ing with him. He had a warm, happy feeling. Even the life
of a simple man with a three-figure number has its joys.
As they say in the City, joy can come to a sparrow if only it
has faith. One Hundred was smiling at something as he
entered the house. She was there to meet him in her
housecoat as always, as though she hadn’t seen him for an
eternity. He bared his teeth even more at the sight of her
outstretched arms, which removed his cloak and then ten-
derly embraced his neck. He surprised himself by moving
closer to her, which surprised her even more. After these
walks they both usually went straight to bed and slept, but
this time, perhaps because of this new sensation of his,
perhaps because today’s walk hadn’t been such a great
success — he was bored with female One Hundred and Six
and he’d wasted his time crushing his own birds, because
his partner had made him crush some of hers: in the first
place he was a real master at it, and in the second place he
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was already excited and she wasn’t... today was probably
the first time he’d wondered whether it was really worth
so much time and effort. It was almost the same as it was
with female One Hundred anyway. Perhaps even one Hun-
dred held him a little more tenderly, but then...

She put her hand on his shoulder and the shoulder was
warm, even hot, the way the mud in which two pigs are
jostling on a summer’s day can be warm and even hot; the
mud is deep and greasy, it flows over their legs and gets
stuck in their bristles, it sticks to their snouts, and one pig
pushes the other over and they begin wallowing in the
sloppy mess — warm, hot and stinking. They enjoy the
smell and the warmth and the chance to roll over in it
from one side on to the other, round and round in circles,
slopping the mess around. Good, is it? Very.

Xi

t felt good to them. But in this particular case it has no
real significance for the action. While their bodies are
engaged for the second time in displacing a mass of
mud equal to their own mass, there will be plenty of time
for us to take a look at the person who wound the spring
that has set the Face-Maker in motion. One tooth of its
cog has already engaged his thoughts through the pro-
posal to perform an operation according to new data. The
Muse has now set herself in motion with the Face-Maker’s
thought and transmitted the motion to the Hundreds, and
without really understanding how it all came about, they
have not stopped moving since. Even when they do stop,
they will still continue spinning around the major axis.
And so, already four people in this city are living dif-
ferently, they are already sick, infected with the idea of
movement — without any understanding of the real na-
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ture of their ailment. For their actions coincide with their
desires, and externally they continue to lead the same life
as they think they were leading before today, and subtle
distinctions are of no importance. But anyone who knows
the future will easily understand the changes that are real-
ly taking place, although no one in the City knows that
except perhaps the person who wound the main spring of
the action, but even he would never have done that, if he
had realized the true scope and the consequences.

We are speaking, of course, of the Official who pro-
posed that the Face-Maker should prepare the Principal
Couple, when according to the writ of the law only the
Great Face-Maker can work on them. Why, then, has the
Official condemned to change such a well-arranged and
reliable mechanism as the City, the management of which
is not easy, but which runs nonetheless in a well-oiled
groove?

Habit and tradition are the essence of life, and when
they are disrupted, no one knows where it may lead.

Perhaps it is for the noble goal of equality for the
population of the City?

Perhaps it is an attempt to liberate them from the
eternal fear of Departure?

Perhaps... and then another and yet another great rea-
son in the name of which cities and people are broken.

Alas... It is shameful even to speak out loud, but the
entire affair — unfortunately, unhappily, God alone knows
why it had to happen — turns out to be no more than a
question of purely personal enmity between the Official
and the Great Face-Maker, an enmity which began the day
before our Face-Maker was rescued and freed from the
Commission by the Official. When an enmity like this
flares up, adventurers have to be saved from Commissions.
And in this case, sad though it may be to admit it, in the
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eyes of the Law the Face-Maker was precisely that. But
naturally nothing like that would happen again, at least
not for the present. At least, that was what he and the
Muse had thought, but... the Official had needed the Face-
Maker again in precisely the same capacity.

As for the causes which led to the quarrel between the
Official and the Great One, I think that if God himself had
happened to witness the quarrel he would have been una-
ble to define them precisely, except, perhaps, for the ex-
ternal sequence leading from the first clash a year ago to
the most recent one, following which the Official had
made his approach to the Face-Maker. Even we can do that
much; they were fed up with each other, they had not
shared their power out between them. But then, what
need was there to share, when one was in charge of faces,
the other of persons? Or perhaps a person and his face are
actually the same thing? Anyway, there’s no way of telling
which is more important. But one way or another, there’s
no doubt that there was a quarrel, and nothing more need
be said.

If the reason were ever to be mentioned, then both of
them would be ashamed to remember it.

In general terms, one of them is first, and the other is
second, but that’s just for the uninitiated, in actual fact
they are both first.

That’s the catch, of course — there can never really be
two people on top. There is only one outcome, in the end.
The only possible one.

They quarreled that first time, and then again yesterday,
over — aagh... no, I can’t say it... my tongue won’t... let us
leave that to their consciences and take a look at where
events are leading as a result. Of course, there is no result as
yet, but there can be no doubt that things are moving to-
wards it. The Official is also worried; after all, to consent to a
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second dubious venture, and after the Commission — no
sane person would be likely to do that. As for the Face-
Maker, it is actually possible to hope that he is really insane.
Speaking from a rational point of view, of course. Even at the
Commission the Face-Maker had stubbornly insisted that the
cause of his admitted offense was not adventurism, but ex-
perimentation, and he hadn’t seemed to be lying. Very possi-
bly that was the only kind of people who suited the Official —
although they are few and far between — they stubbornly
carry through their own portion of the work, supposing that
they are doing it for themselves. But of course, you have to
keep a sharp eye on them. It was a good thing that the Offi-
cial (a fastidious manager — he saw a long way ahead) had
earlier palmed off the Muse on the Face-Maker so that she
could act as a kind of brake on him, or he would have broken
out even earlier, and then today’s undertaking would have
simply fallen apart, and he had, alas, no one else like the
Face-Maker in view. Then it would have been a matter of just
carrying on, hating the Great One all the while, overflowing
with hatred for the monster and yet carrying on smiling. Al-
right, calm down, the Official told himself, it doesn’t matter
what names you call him, what matters is that you must play
by the rules. What will happen tomorrow? Who will come out
on top, the Muse or the Face-Maker?

The hour is late, time even for the Official to go to
sleep. The body is a steed that has to be well maintained,
or it won’t carry you, and there is a good sleeping draught
to help him get to sleep more quickly. Alas, in order to
survive in the City and not risk losing his name — a wise
move even for the Official — he had gradually been forced
to give up women altogether, for at such moments even
the Official was a human being who might let something
slip, and unnecessary witnesses meant a significant statis-
tical possibility of failure.
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Ugh! the Official actually spat in disgust; what kind of
language was that. He’d heard far too many of all those
coefficients and indicators. It was a good thing he had this.
A few minutes later he was calm, he took a shower, and
immediately a mood of complacency set in. Maybe he
shouldn’t do anything, damn the Great Face-Maker, after
all, he’d put up with him for so many years. No... perhaps
he shouldn’t... but before he had reached any decision he
fell asleep, and he slept no worse than any ordinary One
Hundred and Forty, unburdened by any lofty concerns.
This was another of the Official’s peculiar features; in any
situation he slept well and took his decisions easily. He
never tormented himself when his duties required him to
act in one particular way and not another. The same ap-
plied to his personal problems, insofar as his personal
problems and the problems of the City were all the one to
him, since he was the City itself. But ssssssh! Let us not
disturb the man’s sleep. After all, he has a hard day to-
morrow, for all his cool composure. After all, he has also
transgressed the bounds of custom — that is, of his own
self — and as an individual he is also part of the dynamic
system which he has set in motion, which he cannot halt
or modify, for even as the City sleeps it is gathering
speed.

Xil

ut sleep, like insomnia, does not last for ever. Morning
ﬁis here already.
Street lamps.
Rain.
Wet, black walls gleaming like agate, like statues in a
graveyard, solemnly modest and monumental on a small
scale.
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Who is the first person to be met by anyone walking
along the low black banks of the canal? Why, the person
with the most work to do, of course. That means the Offi-
cial. He made his way through the streets, slipping
through them almost like a shadow without thinking,
without looking around him, without noticing anybody or
anything. He only stopped once in order to lower his hand
into the water of the canal and rub it through his fingers.
All normal. He couldn’t feel a thing, or rather, he could
feel exactly what he ought to feel. Further along he took a
run and then slid across a slippery stone slab like a little
boy, stopping where the Muse had visited the Hundreds,
beside the entrance. He stood still for a moment and
thought. Was it worth thinking it over? No. It had already
been decided for certain yesterday. Would he manage it
before they came out? Yes!

Why has the Official come all the way down to the
house where the Hundreds live so early in the morning,
when he has never before been seen beyond the houses of
the names? Because before he hears the Face-Maker’s an-
swer, the Official must see for himself the material with
which he is working. Why didn’t he do that sooner, before
he went to see the Face-Maker? Before the Face-Maker is
brought into motion by the spring, any sequence of ac-
tions is acceptable, it’s not until afterwards that only one
specific series is possible, but right now... Right now the
Hundreds have got up. They were already dressed and
ready to continue their work with the Face-Maker, they
had even walked to the doorway when the Official ap-
peared in it. They both took a step backwards. They knew
who it was there in front of them, he was in their thoughts
all the time — they grinned at him. And once again that
lucky mosquito bit into male One Hundred’s heart, he
could feel it. The Official didn’t have much time. He
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smirked and went up to female One Hundred, ran his fin-
gers over the skin of her face, turned back the skin of her
eyelids, opened her mouth with his finger. He unbuttoned
her shirt and dropped it so that it slid down and settled in
a heap around her feet.

“Take a step forward.” She took a step forward. The Of-
ficial went down on his knees, lifted up her right leg, lifted
up her left leg, examined her ankles carefully, ran his hand
over her feet. Smooth, pink, regular, like the light from
a red lamp in the mist. He sat her in the armchair. He
asked male One Hundred to bring the lamp closer and
then ran his fingers over her skin like a pianist fingering
the keys. On one side his fingers felt the skin fail to re-
spond to his touch, like a sticking key; he dug his finger
harder into the skin — aha, the reaction was there inside,
deeper. Female One Hundred’s body was tuned well and it
played very promisingly. He touched her neck one last
time with his right hand, ran the back of one crooked fin-
ger over her lips and waited for the complete response,
then gently withdrew from contact. The body went on re-
sounding for several minutes: it would do. After an inspec-
tion of male One Hundred, equally thorough, methodical
and professional, he asked him to lift his head slightly.
One Hundred lifted his head.

“That’ll do.” The Official was already on his way to the
door.

The Hundreds looked at each other. They were happy.
They rushed into each other’s arms.

“Oh Lord, I’'m so happy,” she said. “That was the Offi-
cial.”

He stroked her hair and cried with her. He felt almost
insane with joy. Red-eyed and happy, they began getting
dressed.
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X

ow the Official and the Face-Maker are both moving
Min the direction of the House, and both of their heads

glow in the mist. When a person’s thoughts are vivid
they can be observed from above. You can see the Face-
Maker’s light crawling along, much slower than the Offi-
cial’s. That’s only natural. The Face-Maker is still thinking
things through, but the Official is already acting. A person
who is acting always moves faster than a person who is
thinking about how he should do something, or whether
he should even do it at all. I’'ve already mentioned the
City’s resemblance to an inverted amphitheatre. Now the
two of them are moving up from the aisles, shining in the
rain and the mist, in order to meet at a single point, where
the deus ex machina should put in its appearance, and
very soon now the Official, having overtaken the Face-
Maker, will be snuffed out by the doors of the House. The
Official will be snuffed out, without having noticed or paid
the slightest attention to the rain or the black marble
walls, and in general without having felt anything at all.
But that’s only right — what time has a person who is in-
volved in action for sensations? His only concern is the
next action to be performed. And there is the Face-Maker,
still toiling along, afraid of his decision, ensnaring himself
in the thought that everything will happen at the last
moment, will be exactly what must happen. And that’s
right, for when he has acted without thinking, things have
always turned out as they had to, as fate determined. It
was actually rather convenient not to have to take respon-
sibility for anything. And so it unexpectedly turns out that
the decision and the sensation are the truth, and all the
calculations in advance are just lies to yourself. (But then
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what if it’s really all the other way round). And perhaps
the Muse is right, and he’ll give it all up — these are the
thoughts of the Face-Maker, as if he’s trying to understand
himself. And he feels everything, feels it today especially
keenly and more deeply than usual, because doubt means
paying attention to everything around you. The rain today
is eternal and more tangible than ever, its heavy, master-
ful hands fumble across the Face-Maker’s body, seeking to
discover what he has concealed from external view, and if
there is nothing, then they look within. His skin submitted
to these hands, and through it the Face-Maker could feel
the rain rummaging inside him, it became more difficult to
breathe; a fist seemed to squeeze his heart, and it at-
tempted to make various movements like a bird, to fly, to
pull itself free, but it could only twitch within itself. The
sweat stood out even more strongly on his face in the rain,
and the Face-Maker stopped. Halt. Nothing was decided as
yet. The fist unclenched, his heart shot forward convul-
sively at first, and then its wings began once again to work
easily and smoothly. His heart was beating regularly, the
rain washed away the sweat and no more appeared. Lord,
thought the Face-Maker, I'm not like everyone else, de-
pendent on everything that happens, I’ve chosen my own
road, myself. Now they all depend on me.

XIv

s he strides around the Face-Maker’s office the Official,
Aof course, does not know what the Face-Maker is think-

ing, but he’s in a good mood nonetheless. The candi-
dates are perfectly suitable. The strange thought even
flashes through his head that he ought to visit her after-
wards. But this thought is no more than an attempt to calm
the agitation that he always carries around with him nowa-
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days. He would have killed off this agitation if it was neces-
sary, but all he needed to do was just stabilize it a little. The
Official knows that when a man is agitated he is more sensi-
tive to things, and he needed to be more sensitive, because
there was a great deal that depended on the Face-Maker’s
decision at this very moment; it was not just the bare fact
that was important here, but just how reliable the decision
was. That was something no amount of brain could figure
out, but feelings could decode the answer and the degree of
agreement or disagreement with absolutely reliability.
There were some kinds of disagreement which offered a
greater guarantee of satisfactory execution than... The
Face-Maker came in. He hadn’t expected to see the Official
here, he had deliberately come ten minutes early in order
finally to make up his mind here, within these familiar
walls, and to rehearse all the possible versions of his an-
swer, even to use the walls for testing how convincing the
answers were. Not that it hadn’t worked out, he would have
to do it right there in front of the Official. What was this, an
opportunity, or... The Official had come early, which meant
he was agitated himself, which meant it was an opportuni-
ty. Let’s try another version. The Official had come early,
which meant he wanted to create the illusion of agitation,
which meant... But you can never work anything out if you
carry on thinking that way. That’s right. You wanted to rely
on your own feelings. Okay, then feelings it is. But the
Muse, who probably knows my feelings better than I do,
came to an absolute and simple decision — refuse, not di-
rectly, not out loud, but using any genuinely objective rea-
son as an excuse. A reason like that makes it convenient for
everyone. For the Face-maker to refuse, for the Official to
accept his refusal. A reason? The Face-Maker decides to
follow all of the Muse’s advice, so that at least he won’t be
reduced to making petty excuses to her.
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“I'm not sure my couple will suit.”

“I've had a look at them, they’ll suit alright. Good ma-
terial.” He even raised his palm to his nose once again —
the smell was still there, a very suitable smell. “Yes, they’ll
suit.”

“But do I have enough skill?” — The question is not
asked directly, the Face-Maker seems to be asking as
though he himself is certain, but he doesn’t know whether
the Official is sure about it.

“You’ll have all the data you need,” the Official ex-
plains to the Face-Maker.

Meaning — be grateful this proposal was made to you
and not to someone else, because there are a dozen Face-
Makers with enough skill to do what’s needed using this
material. But the Face-Maker wasn’t born yesterday ei-
ther. Maybe a dozen might have done it, but they’d come
to him, then the Official seems to let slip by accident that
he’s not the first, but things didn’t work out with the oth-
ers. Maybe it’s the truth. It could very well be the truth.
The co-authors of power. Fear and so-called justice are in
some senses more important than the Official. But the
Face-Maker knows perfectly well what truth and untruth
mean for the Official — he has to get the job done, and it
doesn’t matter how. All the rest can be called by any
names that are convenient or acceptable to the partner in
trade. In any case, the essence of the matter as not in the
words, but in the job. Of course, it’s more pleasant for any
man to torture his victim in the belief that he’s doing it
exclusively for the salvation of the victim’s soul, rather
than simply doing it for the money. But on the other hand,
what does the victim care about the executioner’s motives,
when the fire is scorching his body, when the current...

So the result of this conversation (even though it isn’t
actually spelt out in so many words), is that the Face-
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Maker will not be given any guarantees at all and if things
go wrong he alone will answer for everything. Clarity has
at least been achieved, and the Face-Maker is relieved.
This version of the situation suits him. If he alone is an-
swerable, then this really is an opportunity,. Because then
the Official will not come round even once to stick his
nose into the work, which means that while he’s trying to
meet the deadlines for the operation (which are already
too tight) he will be free of one inconvenience, perhaps
the major one. As a consequence, success might be possi-
ble. But what if it isn’t possible? Is it possible anyway for
him to go on trying for as long as he has already lived, or
even longer, or has he already reached his limit? It makes
no sense to go on spinning his wheels inside himself, like a
tank stuck in a quagmire, sinking deeper and deeper into
the bog for another twenty years.

Brrr... Is that the only meaning to his life, is that his
only prospect for the future? But the Face-Maker is no
fool, he expresses his agreement in a vague and indefinite
form. The Official is even less of a fool, and he reminds
him that this conversation of theirs has never taken place.
That’s all there is to it. It’s very simple — the spring has
turned the drum, and the drum has a cogwheel on its axle,
the teeth engage with the teeth on a smaller wheel, so
tightly that there’s no way they can be separated, and now
it seems there’s no way of telling who’s moving whom. No
time to try working it all out, either. Cog will engage with
cog and any moment the Hundreds will be caught up in
the movement. In order not to bump into them, the Offi-
cial leaves by the opposite door of the House. The move-
ment hasn’t reached the pendulum yet, the hands are still
not moving, not even the very keenest sight can yet dis-
cern the face of the new time, but deep inside a wheel set
on the same axis as the fate of the City has already shud-
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dered into motion, the steed of history has become restive
and we’re on our way.

And, damnation, the Face-Maker is excited. This is not
just a conversation, it’s the start of a new life. His hands
are even shaking. His fingers are trembling, and this trem-
bling is a pleasant thing. He has known for a long time
how to make use of his excitement and coordinate it and
the movement of his fingers with the sketch-plan of an
operation. There’s a great pleasure in selecting the part of
the sketch, the facial correction and the rhythm that
match your own excitement. It’s exactly like holding a
chisel to a piece of wood spinning on a secure axis and
removing a beautifully regular shaving: the wood become
smooth and perfect, more smooth and perfect than when
you cut wood lying still, clamped in a vice, or if there is no
vice, then in your hand — no matter how keen your eye or
how steady your hand, the surface won’t turn out as
smooth as it does when the wood’s spinning, and when it
comes to speed... For a long time now the Face-Maker has
worked faster than his colleagues, because for the Face-
Maker excitement is not an obstacle, but quite the oppo-
site.

No time to think about all that right now, though. Fe-
male One Hundred has already lowered her shirt to her
knees. The Face-Maker asks her to raise it to her waist, no
more is required. But since the Official’s visit everything
has turned topsy-turvy in female One Hundred’s head,
maybe now the shirt has to be let down all the way to her
knees. The Face-Maker puts on his apron. Male One Hun-
dred sits outside the door. His body is trembling, he’s con-
sumed by impatience to continue the operation. But if he
was asked why he’s trembling and what he’s so happy
about, then he probably couldn’t give the right answer to
save his life, he’d formulate his feelings after the Official’s
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visit and his own guesswork in words something like the
following: there’s success on the way, promotion... serious
success too... That’s why he’s trembling in excitement as
he sits there, the way a bull in the slaughterhouse starts to
tremble when it catches the scent of blood.

Meanwhile the Face-Maker in his apron has already
slumped across the moist, tense breasts of female One
Hundred and raised his trembling hand to her eyelid, the
third square of the sketch. Working away like a machine
he slit the skin and turned it inside out. Female One Hun-
dred stirred under his weight. He pressed down on her
even harder and pushed her back against the table. She
was in pain from the weight and the knife, but she settled
down again — hope makes it easier for us to bear pain and
heavy weights. As she felt his powerful body against hers,
a wild and impossible thought even flitted through her
mind: what if... But the Face-Maker had a name, and it was
out of the question. But then again, whatever the law
might say, you couldn’t control feelings. She shifted be-
neath him again, and once again the pain retreated. Her
body began to feel languorous.

“If you just get in my way, you bitch...”

That sobered her up and frightened her. The Face-
Maker sank his scalpel in deeper so that the blood spurted
up, she jerked as though she was sitting in the electric
chair, and all her languor emerged in a groan. The Face-
Maker took another two squares at once, and that meant
three times the pain. Her groan became a scream. That
was more convenient now, when a patient was completely
absorbed in pain she didn’t get in your way if only because
she wasn’t thinking about you or feeling you, and all the
Face-Maker wanted today was a body that didn’t interfere.
His scalpel bit still deeper into the flesh and swept even
further across the skin. This is the point at which the pure-
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ly professional business begins, and that has never really
been very interesting. There’s nothing to it except pain,
habit, the Face-Maker’s passion, the self-generated confi-
dence that he will manage it all in time. What point is
there in continuing to stand over these two allies: the first
of them resistance to pain and the second the infliction of
pain? Of course both of them will come out very well if
everything should go successfully. Let us return to the
street and follow the one person whose life will be com-
pletely unchanged by this success. She will simply carry on
feeding the Face-Maker and waiting for him, weeping in
her love and pity for him and his nonsensical ideas.

XV

he Muse is walking to work.
Look as hard as you like from up above, you still

won’t be able to spot her in the rain and the mist. But
the Muse can see you if your thoughts give you away.
She’s following the Face-Maker up the hill (her work is just
a little lower down than the spot where our deus ex
machina made his appearance) and the tears are flowing
down her face because she can feel that the Face-Maker is
already at work and nothing can stop the movement, the
wheels of the carriage are already spinning now that it has
been set in motion by the Official, or, more accurately by
his quarrel. The wheels are poised above two steel points,
any moment now they’ll touch them and the carriage will
start rolling, catching up with the train that is already roll-
ing downhill, because time moves eternally downhill.

The weather is different now, the rain is heavier and
stronger, like slim fingers clutching at her cloak, not pierc-
ing it, but pressing into her flesh with an indifferent
strength, in the same way as the Official inspected female
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One Hundred. The rain quickly washes away her tears and
her eyes see clearly again, and in the rain the cloudy world
is damp and beautiful.

The Muse enters the door and finds that once again she
has forgotten what she has to do today, something that
has been happening more and more often recently. She
hardly even thinks about her work at all, but there was a
time when she would have found it hard even to imagine
that she might forget what job she had to do next. She
used to hurry to reach these doors, feeling happy at the
thought of sitting at her own desk. She would push in the
video button and...

“What have we got today?” the Director asked her in a
slightly irritated voice.

She looked at herself, then at the clock. No, everything
was okay, he must simply be annoyed with himself. It was
silly: all she had to do was say two words about the Direc-
tor to the Face-Maker in the evening, and the next morn-
ing they would change his name for a number, or it might
even go as far as Departure.

The Muse never exploited her name, but others fre-
quently did, and they took pleasure in their power, as
though they themselves were not dependent on the Offi-
cial, and they could never understand “what it was for”
when their own time came. The Muse glanced unhurriedly
at the control panel. The last program on the list was “The
Immortals”.

“You can watch it on your own, and enter your own
code.”

Aha, so that was it, he was afraid. But what was he
afraid of? This wasn’t the first program in the series. Had
something changed in the City? But how would he know
anyway? Nobody had any information at all. No infor-
mation, but... The entire riddle was contained in that
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“but”, and the Director could already feel something.
Damn him anyway, let him be afraid. She had no problems
to do with the Director’s level, and no doubts about any-
thing either. Anything that was going to happen could
only happen to the Face-Maker, and that meant to her, but
not because of some poor broadcast.

Xvi

ne key pressed; the third, the ninth, the second — and
uthere’s the voice: “Let us review the content of the
previous episodes.

“In one of the regions of the world, separated from the
major continent, Immortality became the norm and the
basis of social life. By Decree of the Central Council it was
decided to limit the size of the population to ten thousand
and all women capable of bearing children were extermi-
nated. The ones left were those who were no longer capa-
ble of any concupiscent thoughts, and so the ten thousand
immortals began to live a life of pleasure in what they had
created and the world around them. Several centuries
passed in this fashion, and then the people realized that
they were ugly, old and repulsive, that their lives were fee-
ble, monstrous and meaningless. By Decree of the Central
Council it was decided to make room for a new generation
through the enlistment of volunteers who were willing to
leave this live, and to bring children into the world so that
life would begin to move and change once again.

“Miraculously, just at this time, in the most remote
spot of the region a girl was discovered — the very last
child in her family. The entire family had died and she was
living alone. She was sixteen years old. Many generations
of the family had guarded this narrow stream of life,
avoiding all the lists and the immortal inspectors. The girl
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was found and brought to the Council. They explained
why she was needed and what she had to do, and she felt
the desire within herself. Ten of the very youngest immor-
tals were selected, with ages of about one thousand.”

The introduction was over and the Muse stopped the
tape.

She entered her own code in the usual quick manner,
then the code of the archive, then the code of the pro-
gram. That was it. The green lamp lit up on the control
panel.

Was the recording clean? Had everything been edited
properly? There had once been a case when archive foot-
age of the Choice of the Principal Couple had been edited
into “The Immortals”... all of her colleagues in the Muse-
um had been sentenced to Departure, and after that many
others had been moved. Only the Muse had been spared
the departure and the change of job — she was the Face-
Maker’s partner, and she had a name.

Attention.

Several people had appeared before her eyes. They
were pleasant to look at — clothes like that weren’t worn
in the City.

It was twilight and the time had come. The light, white,
flowing garments were piled in a heap. They all stood up
and bunched together, and their bodies were skinny, flab-
by and ugly, but washed clean and they smelled pleasant.
The bodies had become completely bald a long time be-
fore, and all their parts were like babies’ parts, innocent
and sexless. Even in the twilight seeing it made her feel
afraid and bitterly sad for the human race. And the girl
was there. She lay down, beautiful, tender, young...

The Muse looked at the scale: ten points of revulsion at
a different way of life. Enough, that was almost the limit of
what people could bear. But the arrow trembled and crept
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beyond the red line towards eleven. The Muse stopped the
recording. She covered her face with her hands. She wept:
“I don’t want immortality, I don’t, I don’t. God, how won-
derful that there is the day of Departure, how wonderful
that all of this comes to an end, how wonderful that my
body is young, that I can look at myself and love myself.”

But she had to carry on with her work. She began feel-
ing sorry for the people who would watch today’s episode.
She cut out part of the recording, and that made her feel
better. This was her job, after all. The Muse had done what
was required. There was no compulsion, she had done it
sincerely, voluntarily. Everyone has to be convinced that
what he does is either beautiful or just. What she had done
was undeniably just — at least that was what the Muse
thought. She had moulded every scene and every gesture,
she knew the secrets of how to move people and how to
persuade them, even so she was convinced of the justice of
her work, and for her it was the truth that immortality is
sacrilege.

The truth is only what we believe in, even if we have
only invented that truth.

She pressed her palms against her cheeks, wiped away
her tears and turned on the tape again. This episode was
probably the best of all, the previous ones had not gener-
ated more than three or four points of revulsion. But this
was right at the limit. Her heart was scarcely affected any
more by the tortured face of the girl, by the twisted help-
less skeletons covered in yellow skin lying all around
her — now she looked with a professional eye. The old
men would live. The only outcome of this human scrap-
heap was loathing, because they had long ago lost the
ability to ejaculate sperm and renew life. The Muse looked
at the indicator: it was still at eleven points. She cut out a
twisted old man lying there with his head thrown back to
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show a blind wall-eye, pushing back a quiff of ginger hair
with his blue hand. She reduced the level of the light a
little and then checked the indicator. Exactly ten points.
Enough. A good job done, maybe even very good. If she
wasn’t a Muse, she could have expected a bonus. But she
was above any kind of bonus — she had a name.

She checked on the monitoring viewers. Nine to eleven
points. Within the limits. Today the City would be con-
vinced yet again of the humanity of its laws. Departure
was the highest form of justice. How supremely rational
the measure was! If only every person was as convinced as
she was of the perfection and rationality of the world
around him, how much genuine happiness he or she would
experience in a lifetime!

XVl

he Great Face-Maker can manage very well without
-I-any illusions. A microbe living in the crater of an ac-

tive volcano may need to imagine that he is in paradise
in order to survive, but for the Great Face-Maker entirely
the opposite holds true, sometimes, in order not to be
bored, as he picks his nose lying there on his bed, he has to
think up something for himself to do, in order to feel like
everyone else. But not today, today he has no time to be
bored, he has completed his couple, he is entirely satisfied
with his work, and in his complacency he has completely
forgotten his quarrel with the Official, which really was
quite trivial; after all, anything can happen between
friends. It should be said that they are each indebted to
the other, one made the other the Official, and the other,
in turn, made the first the Great Face-Maker. For almost
ten years now they have been leading the City in this way,
helping each other. But in the City they believe, quite
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rightly, that the strongest love is the shortest -lived and
the firmest friendship is the one which ends when the
right time comes. Be that as it may, the Muse’s friendship
with the female One Hundred is her personal affair, but
the friendship of the Great Face-Maker and the Official is a
horse of a different colour, because the peace of the City
depends on them. But then people all jump the same way,-
which is a pity, it would be better if the Official and the
Great Face-Maker did not jump at all, but were a little less
lively. Less lively? Well, perhaps not less lively, perhaps
just a little less human?

Alas, no matter what the line of work or the name,
there is always a person inside, even if he is invisible. Is
that the reason for all of this? Maybe there is another, but
for the time being that’s not what I’'m writing about. At
this moment the Official’s inner man would probably
gladly have bitten the head off the Great Face-Maker’s
inner man, even if their numbers were both in the first
hundred. But now, on the eve of the following day’s
Choice of the Principal Couple, as he celebrated with the
Great Face-Maker the completion of his most successful
operation (just imagine it, a likeness coefficient of minus
point zero three; he had probably done nothing like it in
all his career, even the Official’s coefficient was only
slightly higher). Anyway, the last few days had gone very
well for the Great Face-Maker, and the result was good,
but for a master craftsman the result is not the final con-
sideration. It’s the goal, but the future opportunity, and
the continuing movement are just as significant. You may
be thinking the Official is aggressive and unfriendly or
else, what amounts to the same thing for an intelligent
observer, affectedly gentle and pleasant, but you’re mis-
taken. This evening the Official has persuaded himself
(and not everyone is capable of this) that the Great One
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has no closer friends than him (which is the very truth),
and that he made the Official the Official (which is also
correct), and that he is fond of this dear man with his huge
success and his breadth of vision. So never mind those
trivial differences of opinion, today they feel as comforta-
ble to the Official as these familiar rooms and armchairs,
as the garden in which you can strangle the birds of your
choice, as the City’s only pictures, even the Official
doesn’t have anything like this — in which there are lot s
of different faces and which, of course, are both interest-
ing and dangerous precisely because of their difference
from each other. The Official, who fears doubt like the
very devil, would never have hung them on his own walls.
Everyone has a lot of pictures and portraits at home, and
they all show variations of the Image — sitting, standing,
lying running, full-face, profile, from above and from the
side, and every possible way — and all surrounded by faces
similar to the Image, but with appropriate degrees of like-
ness. The experienced professional eye has no difficulty in
distinguishing who is who, and every eye in the City is
professional in this sense. It all hardly requires any com-
ment. The Official feels comfortable, at ease, relaxed, free
with the Great One! Relaxed, comfortable, free, he repeats
to himself at first, and then he begins to feel it so strongly
that he stops thinking it and begins to live it. He likes eve-
rything about the Great One: his hands (the hands of a
master-craftsman) his unhurried manner of speaking, his
funny story of how his couple burst into tears when they
saw each other today after the final session, and flung
their arms around each other’s necks in their happiness,
when they hadn’t embraced once in the last five years.
Love had suddenly returned, and it was no pretense, but
real, man-made love. And so this is not just a pleasant
evening for the two of them, but a kind of quiet, slow-
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motion carnival with fireworks and masks which are unpre-
tentious, pleasant and humorous. And when the Official re-
minds the Great One of their quarrel, the Great One laughs
and even cries: what fools they are for quarrelling in this brief
life, but then perhaps it is necessary. Yes, everything is nec-
essary and everything is possible, in the final analysis it is
human emotions which move and create history. Although
what has history got to do with it? After all, they know the
real value of these puppets which only imagine themselves to
be people. They jump and they spin, they are dependent on
changes in their number and their place in the City. Both the
places and the numbers are controlled by the Official and the
Great One, and these puppets have nothing else. Yes, says
the Official, emotions are good, and even the fact that we are
able to talk like this is not something you come across every
day. Trust is the meaning of life, and in this City only we can
say everything to each other. the Official actually believes
what he is saying, and is actually astonished at his own dis-
covery. They are both pleased with such a pleasant evening,
and there are so many more of them still to come. They
have to allow that a quarrel is helpful in catalyzing relation-
ships. It is at one and the same time a separation and an
occasion for testing each other’s trust. Only whatever hap-
pens, they both decide, let’s not keep it hidden inside for so
long, but talk about it straight away. And then these two
tender souls can no longer restrain themselves, and they
embrace. They say almost nothing about the evening of the
next day: what is there to say — the script has been written,
the roles have been assigned, the illustrators will show
what’s required, even if it’s not the truth. Not a single hitch
in all these years.

“I’ve got a woman coming round soon,” the Great One
announces — even that kind of thing is possible, things
are so very simple between them.
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“And I still never see any,” replies the Official — even
that kind of thing is possible too, because each of them is
prepared to drag out his tiniest thought into the light of
day for the other to examine.

Then when the Great One tells how his new woman
trembles and how she bites the blanket with her teeth in
order to stop herself screaming out loud — which
wouldn’t be decent in the presence of the Great One —
the Official asks if he can stay and watch. The Great One
is pleased at the idea: of course, that makes it even more
of a thrill. They know, and she doesn’t. Definitely: nei-
ther of them have ever spent such an evening in their
lives, they have probably never been more happy togeth-
er, after all, male friendship is quite incomparable with
anything else. The Official is crying as he goes into the
next room, and not ashamed of his tears, and poor fe-
male One Hundred and Something has been standing in
the rain for an hour while our couple have been convinc-
ing themselves of their mutual former, unfading, eternal,
faithful affection. She came in shivering, chilled to the
bone, and the Great One didn’t turn out the light, he un-
dressed her and began rubbing her all over, like a mas-
seur, and he warmed her body, but he failed to warm her
soul. She trembled and groaned slightly. Of course, in a
way that would please the great One, after all he was a
quite exceptional and unique individual, so that was how
she groaned, with her mind alone. Even the Official un-
derstood that and he left without waiting for the climax,
by another door. They had agreed that he would leave
anyway. He wept as he walked along, having forgotten all
about the rain mingled with his tears and fell on to the
black granite and ran down the invisible incline into the
canal.
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Xvin

ut now the time had come to extricate himself from
ﬁthis state of tender feelings for the Great One. That’s

not so easily done all in a moment. It’s not quite as
simple as changing gear. Perhaps the Official still loved
the Great One even as he entered his house, and still loved
him as he lay on the bed without undressing, and as he
crept in under the blanket. Then somehow it seemed to
pass off, and gradually their relationship began to creep
downhill, like a cart without a horse, slowly at first, then
gathering speed. And once again the thought that had
never even been mentioned while he was at the Great
One’s crept out from the cavity in the double wall and oc-
cupied the entire space of his cold, precise, quick brain.
The couple were ready, the Face-Maker had done a better
job than he had thought he could. The Muse also appeared
to believe they would succeed once she had seen the Hun-
dreds. The illustrators had been replaced. The hall was
ready. The woman of the Great One’s candidates had a
scarcely noticeable scar beneath the right ear, it would be
huge in a blow-up. The penalty for leaving a scar was De-
parture. The Great One loved the Official. Their relations
were better than they had been at any time while they had
held office. That was the positive side. But the Great One
was still the Great One, and his immediate reaction might
prove unexpected. Suppose that by chance, in checking
the illustrators, he should discover that they had been
changed? But that was not possible. After this evening he
would hardly be there earlier than five minutes before the
start, as he had been for the last five years. Would you be-
lieve it, even the girl the Official had recently found for
the Great One had come in useful.
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“How amusing,” chuckled the Official, “I could have
sworn I was seeing her for the first time. It’s amazing how
manageable the human brain is. And the interesting thing
is, she likes the Great One as well. Perhaps even more than
that, but she is a person of honour, and since she has
promised to be faithful to the Official.”

The Official is not very far wrong concerning faithful-
ness. She could just as easily and convincingly tell the
Great One that she loves him more, and then... And then
what? That he knows her? Naturally — it was the Official’s
duty to know the Great One’s woman. But the Official had
nothing to do with her keeping an eye on the Great One.
They had merely exchanged impressions, admiring the
Great One’s abilities even in this sphere. Even so, tomor-
row morning he would have to bring her in. And before
Departure, make sure that quite apart from any considera-
tions of duty, she told him absolutely everything out of the
sensation of pain. That was more convincing. The girl was
very sensual, and that meant she would tell him every-
thing that was needed. Could there possibly be any nega-
tive aspect here? No. It could all be done, all of it. Of
course, it was not by chance that the Great One was in
second place — that is, in joint first place, just like the Of-
ficial — it wasn’t just a matter of professional skill and
talent, it was diplomacy as well. Instantaneous and unex-
pected reactions. Only now the speed and unpredictability
were hidden away somewhere inside a double wall because
they weren’t needed, but the time would come, and then...
He had to be prepared for anything, but it could all be
done without leaving even a single seam visible. But he
would only be able to relax and take pleasure in thinking
about the positive outcome after the Departure of the
Great One, and a reason was also required for that. That
was the Commission’s job, though. The Chairman could
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read people’s thoughts at a distance, and as soon as the
scales tipped in the Official’s favour, his side would auto-
matically carry on ascending. A good Chairman would do
everything that was necessary, and this Chairman was quite
excellent. But what if the Official’s pan should start moving
downwards? How could it do that? He wasn’t the Face-
Maker, he hadn’t carried out the operation. In the worst
case he would be outraged and amazed together with the
Great One. After yesterday evening the idea that the Official
had been involved would never enter the heart of the Great
One or the mind of that little girl, writhing in agony and
wriggling her split tongue. In that case the Face-Maker
would be the only one caught out. All right then. When all
the possibilities have been run through, it’s time for sleep.
The Official pulled off his shirt over his head, went to the
bathroom and washed, lay down without any blanket over
him and quickly fell asleep. But in his sleep he whined and
tossed and turned, like a dog that’s been beaten, like a cat
that’s been half-crushed. He wept and begged for for-
giveness, but that was only in his sleep, and in his sleep a
man is not in control of himself. His arms clutched the
pillow tightly, and his body turned blue, and it seemed as
though someone was trying to strangle the Official, but he
kept twisting himself out of their grip, and so the struggle
continued without any sign of victory for either side.

XIX

ut now, apart from Officials and their like, it’s time we
ﬁremembered the simple people living in this City, for

to the Official and the Great One all people are sim-
ple — apart from themselves, of course — and to the Offi-
cial perhaps even the Great One is a simple man.

What are they like, these simple people?
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Well, for one thing, today they are celebrating.

And for another — today is the Day of Meeting.

The only day of the kind in the year, for on this day the
hall is opened in the House and they can be together with-
out being afraid of the rain, which falls not just some of
the time, but always, driving people forcibly back into
their dwellings, and the dwellings are narrow and
cramped, and there is nowhere for a simple person to see
everybody at once.

And so —

Today they almost have equality.

The names and the numbers.

They look forward to the day of the Choice, the Day of
Meeting, the day when you can show yourself and look at
people. Like manna from heaven.

And this joyful anticipation is expressed in the wild
manner (according, that is, to the standards of the City) in
which they slowly and ceremoniously make their way to-
wards the House.

If we were to put torches in their hands (reliable ones
that the rain would not extinguish) we could look down on
them from the height of the House and watch the small
flickering lights crawling along, like ants heading for their
anthill, up on to the hill where the House awaits them.
How merry they are, the simple people, how festive, how
triumphant. It’s the Choice — and that means they have
hope. It’s the Choice — and that means the chosen cou-
ple’s happiness will also be theirs. And then there is the
spectacle that awaits them after the Choice!

They walk in total triumphant silence, and more and
more doors open wide just as the procession reaches them.
And what justice — those who have emerged last become
the first as they move along, and those who emerged first
are the last, so that there should be no confusion or crush.
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Put torches in their hands and you will see an immense
tree, with the roots of its trunk disappearing into the doors
of the House, and its crown spread out across the entire
City, and the tree keeps growing, and its branches appear
too large to fit within the walls of the City.

But this is an illusion — make them go back and hide in
their burrows, and there would not be a soul left on the
streets. Only the street-lamps. The Rain. The Canals. The
Stone. Cold, dark, silent.

But nothing of the sort will occur on the day of the
Choice, the people are still walking along. What then is
the point of these branches which will not fit within the
town boundaries? To remind us that they are an illusion.
There are exactly as many people as there are spaces and
numbers and living units in the stone quarters. And the
immense size of the procession is also an illusion, which
contains exactly as much truth as the assertion that the
earth does not move. But it is difficult not to believe the
evidence of one’s own eyes. I understand all this, and yet
still there are so many torches that they will tear the town
apart, and it will burst asunder like a balloon.

“Woe unto me, woe unto me, my brothers..” But it
won’t burst, even illusions have their limits, and in any
case they are most reliably constrained by reality.

Like the magician fire, the wide-flung door of the
House silently swallows the tree flowing into it, it is insa-
tiable, it can swallow more than this if the need arises. Let
us leave the winding torso of the tree with its blazing
flames to burn itself out on the street. And let us watch
from within as the crowd enters the City’s holy of holies.
Here the equality of the street comes to an end once more:
out there they all stride with a strict and regular step up
the hill towards the House, all wearing cloaks, carrying
torches, in the rain. But in here it’s the City once again.
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For this is no mere hall, it’s the City in precise minia-
ture, turned inside out, only instead of houses, cells and
apartments there are seats, and they are all numbered too.
A semicircle of rows descends on three sides from the en-
trance towards the stage. How comfortable the rows are,
the aisles between them are wide, it’s easy for anyone to
walk down, find his number and take his seat without in-
conveniencing anyone else. At the very top and on down-
wards are the places for those who have a number, around
the stage, beyond the wide band of an aisle, are three sem-
icircles of seats for those who have a name. It’s dry and
quiet, there is a light-blue dome overhead, and a bright
yellow light at its centre. So bright that it is best not to
look at it. The light makes the blueness so pale that it ap-
pears almost white.

The hall fills up silently and slowly, as though wine is
being poured into a chalice, first on to the bottom, and
then up the sides. First the names, down on the bottom,
around the stage. The stream flows in at the wide doors.
Not slowly, not quickly, filling up the chalice of the hall,
which, if it were enlarged and then put together with the
other hemisphere to create a single form — the City above
and the hall below — would form an entire earth spinning
around its own axis, the point where the Official, the Great
One and the Chairman of the Commission of the Choice
are presently sitting. If you were to form this earth in this
way and analyze its structure you would soon be con-
vinced that a number really is all that a person in this hall
possesses. Everything is exposed here — who is worth
what, who occupies what place, how many numbers he has
moved up during the year. The obviousness even extends
to a subtlety such as the fact that the last of those who
have a name and the first of the numbers are separated by
a bottomless abyss, and in the hall this truth is expressed
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by a broad aisle — one might call it a moat — which would
be obvious to a blind man. Try jumping over this trifling
obstacle! How could you possibly do it? You could spend
all your life until Departure without ever making it across
this space, which is no more than about two metres wide
in the hall, plus of course the tears, the labour, the skill of
the Face-Maker and, when it finally comes down to it —
destiny. If you want to take a closer look at them, do.
There are now ten minutes of the greatest collective free-
dom. The people sitting on the stage are silent and every-
one in the hall is thrown back on his own devices.

Ten minutes till the Choice, ten minutes till the ball.

The merriment is at its height, everyone is watching
everyone else in silence, seeing who’s where now, and
what’s happened during the year. It’s all there to be seen.
And there’s nothing wrong with showing yourself to oth-
ers, the only thing that matters is whether you’ve moved
up or not. Well? Then, of course, God forbid that they
should mix up your number. It’s fine if they’ve moved you
the right way, but what if it’s the other direction? And so
those who have stood up attempt to move up a row or two,
where it’s nice to meet people who until recently were
with you, but have now sunk down quite a bit. The whole
hall is a chalice and, of course, the highest place is the
very lowest seat, but “low” is a word with the opposite
meaning to its real significance here. Here all is illusion
and convention, but they know the forms of this conven-
tion off by heart, like their multiplication tables — and no
one would make any mistakes in those. They stand in
small groups in the passageways, between the belts and
sectors of the rows of seats, talking quietly, half-audibly,
in serious and respectable voices, and the numbers have
already mingled, and a Five Hundred seems able to insinu-
ate himself quite freely into the Four Hundreds. And
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there’s One Hundred and Thirteen, bubbling over down
there on the frontier — look where the rogue’s got to, he’s
bursting with energy, and twisting his face so far out of
shape that at times it actually seems as though it belongs
to someone who possesses a name, and he is only here by
accident, in fact it’s quite impossible to understand how
and why he came way down here in the first place. As if
he’s just come over to see some old, forgotten cronies of
his and will soon be gone. And quite certainly no one —
apart from those who know him personally — even imagi-
nes that after the ten minutes of freedom, he will go back
to seat One Hundred and Thirteen, to his female partner
One Hundred and Thirteen, who is sitting there, like about
half of the hall, waiting for the proceedings to start. All of
female One Hundred and Thirteen’s thoughts are focused
on the spot where their gods are sitting, where the outlook
is determined by their view of things, and she moves her
lips in a daze as she calculates her own destiny. She has no
time for the idle chatter of the tiny man who happens to
be her partner. She is so absorbed that she has raised her
shirt above the regulation level, crumpling the hem in her
sweaty palms. And male One Hundred and Fifteen, sitting
two numbers down from her, has stretched out his hand to
touch hers. Then she come s to her senses and drops her
hem, and squints at him so cuttingly that he is convinced
his feelings and his guess-work were quite unfounded, and
goes off to join the group where the eyes which have long
been his are waiting for him — from couple number One
Hundred and Twenty Two. It’s interesting to stand here
like this. There she is, and he stands opposite her; he has
studied her and she has studied him in detail down to the
last patch of skin, but for everyone else they are strangers,
and a dozen numbers around them are discussing the lat-
est news of transfers, and future prospects, and mistakes,
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and how so-and-so was unlucky, but it won’t last long,
he’s only moved up one number all year, and of course
that’s not real growth, but then others don’t even have
that much. And then you hear someone remark that you
can’t really measure people against others. And One Hun-
dred and Thirteen is boiling over with excitement, he’s
acting as though he’s the group’s official informant on
what’s going on down there, where the others are... He
raises his finger, as if to indicate that in a few days’ time
he will be down there too, it’s really only a matter of days,
and over the last year he has moved up twenty numbers
but that’s not his limit, and his face has a higher degree of
likeness. The cunning dog has learned to hold it so that
you can’t tell, even a professional can’t tell. Ah, if only the
break would finish now and he could go down there, where
all his thoughts are directed. Wait a while, my little friend,
you have a train-load of time. You will be down there soon
enough. And for the present you have your brilliant pro-
spects to look forward to — going way down there and
chatting on equal terms in a grave and stately little group.
Perhaps you think if they have higher numbers — lower
ones, that is — then they talk about something different.
That’s another illusion. It just feels as if you’ve not moved
at all. The theme’s the same. Future prospects. The same
eternal, oppressive concerns — if only they had a name.
God forbid you should give yourself away, let them know
that you should have the right to go down as far as you
like, right down to the front row... All these One Hundred
and Fives, One Hundred and Thirties, Two Hundreds and
so forth — tall and squat, fat and thin — they’ll all start
going on about how they should be sitting down there in
the front rows, and how they are only up here temporarily,
in the first place, and not for long anyway, in the second
place... Flee to the front rows, flee, thirsting for peace,
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they, thank God, have no prospects, but they do have this
peace, they have no goals to strive towards — listen to
what they are talking about, and they’re not talking about
anything, except maybe women, but they’re so experi-
enced in that area that really... and about work — what’s
there to say about that, they are doers, and everything’s
behind them now, they even have names, something those
higher up in the hall can’t imagine even in their wildest
dreams, because it’s possible to change one’s number
within the ranks, but as for crossing over into the front
rows, people only manage that once in a blue moon, un-
less you count the women — and they’re not people, not in
their own right, anyway — but so that even this should not
spoil people’s lives, they conceal it and record the person
who has moved over as always having been one of them,
who was punished by temporary deprivation of his name.
As much as to say that there is not and cannot be any nat-
ural movement downwards, that is, in the only correct
direction. Just as the rain cannot cease or the sun — even
if it were there in the sky — move from west to east. That
is also just. Everything in this City is just. Here justice has
very likely reached its ultimate limits. There is a goal, but
it is unattainable, so that it should never disappear from a
person’s life and leave it meaningless. What about the
names, you ask? Well, they fit the pattern very well with-
out any further goal, and this is justice too — people like
that are necessary (as a fact) for a goal which exists not
tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, but today. Do you
see how cunningly it all fits together? But quiet now, the
ten minutes are almost over... One Hundred and Thirteen
has darted back to his place, grimacing wryly, as if to say
he won’t be sitting there for long, and the Muse, who was
talking with female One Hundred, has also set off back to
her seat.

319



The Face-Maker, having taken a final look at his work,
has set off, white as chalk, to join the Muse, afraid to look
at the Great One. And the latter has no idea whatever that
this perfectly ordinary Face-Maker may bring down the
final curtain on his career. But then, even in a world of
order, theoretical miscalculations occur, and then, of
course, they are rapidly embraced by the theory of justice.

XX

uiet... Sssssh. The hall falls silent, like a sea that has
ubreathed water up on to the sand in a strong frost

which has instantly transformed into ice. All around
there is nothing but dead, cold, stony silence. The light in
the hall fades, grows dim and shadowy and finally disap-
pears, and now there really is only one face. Without rows
or numbers, a face that looks and creates and chooses.
There are three figures on the stage, and they are ap-
proached by the first couple, who will today become the
Principal Couple — for all their own participation in the
actual Choice no one ever doubts its justice, or the fact
that this couple will be the Principal Couple. The viewers
in the hall are divided into those who know the couple
personally and those who don’t. Each one who doesn’t
know them shares the same face, he depends on the leg-
end, but each one who does know them, alas, is alone in
his knowledge and his attitude to the couple. Think of it —
for instance, could male Forty feel the same way as every-
one else about the woman in the couple, when yesterday
for two whole hours he was whispering their secret words
into that finely-shaped pink shell of an ear, and she was
using those tender lips like a little girl with a basket, who
wanders through the woods and gathers all the berries she
comes across. And how many secrets, how many threads
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there were stretching out from this couple to the people
sitting in the hall. If we should lift the couple up towards
the dome, the entire hall would hang dangling on these
threads, and you would see that the entire City gathered
here is woven together by these double or tenfold links,
and there is not a single person who hasn’t been with
someone, and she, in turn, has been with someone else
and bound him with a firm, strong thread.

It’s a good thing that we can’t lift up the main candi-
dates and demonstrate that the City is so tightly inter-
linked internally. It’s a good thing because it means the
people sitting in the hall can retain their illusion — that
only the Principal Couple’s friends are linked with them,
and they have nothing to do with the matter. How should
they know that they are also linked through their own
friends, and everyone is linked with everyone else? Brrrrr.
Alright. We’ve taken a look and that’s enough; or perhaps
you imagine

that you’re not connected in this way with the entire
world? Alright, it’s time. They’re here. Eyes on the stage,
where the event they are here for is beginning.

Attention.

The couple ascend the usual yellow and black rostrum
on the stage.

Then suddenly there is no one left but them. The light
has been extinguished and only their faces are picked out
by a ray of light in the darkness, then even that has disap-
peared, and now, on the screen up above them, their faces
are shown side by side, huge and alike. It’s not the head,
only the face is visible on the screen, as though they’ve cut
out a mask, and it’s not important what colour the hair is,
or even if there is any, and the contour of the skull has no
significance. The faces are so broad and wide that they
extend across the screen like a map of the two hemi-
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spheres, except that the half on the right is just like the
half on the left. At the top of both, in the north, lies the
cold white snow-field of the forehead. In the south, below,
lies the rounded territory of the chin, smooth as a bay in a
sea-shore. In the west lies a delicate bluish ear, shaped
like a field carved by a meandering river, and to the right,
in the east, another, pink and transparent as mist in the
light of the rising sun.

The space across which this territory extends is so im-
mense that wrinkles seem like mountains, and the sweat
between them like blue frozen lakes. Only the eyes enliven
the wide expanse, but when they too are still, the earth
and these faces seem to be as like each other as two birds
killed with a single shot. Peeeew — the sound shot
through the hall like a bullet, and above the faces of the
Principal Couple the Image sprang into sight. The face of
the Image had been clearly visible before the evening’s
proceedings began, suspended, huge, above the entire
hall, but then when they extinguished the light and illu-
minated the face of the future Principal Couple, the face of
the Image was also extinguished, so that for a moment
their eyes might forget its perfection and then once again
see afresh the great beauty of this boundless expanse of
harmonious and balanced proportions.

Now there is an ensemble, a trio — the two faces of the
Couple and a third, the Image. Like dancers on the stage,
in a single synchronized movement, they turned to the
right. A pause. Following them, the hall merely shifted the
pupils of its eyes to the right, like a conjuror moving a sin-
gle black sphere from his left hand to his right. A pause. It
was clear to everyone how good the work was, a perfect
match. Any person out in the hall could do no more than
dream of anything like it. If only the Great One had
worked on him. How many thoughts skewed through their
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minds like a skidding motorcycle and span off into the
blue distance.

“Aaaah...” the entire hall let out a sigh in which there
was envy, and hatred, and compassion, and complicity,
and the substance of a dream... Surely it’s not possible to
decipher absolutely everything?

The likeness coefficient figures have lit up. The new il-
lustrators work like clockwork. The first figure is minus
point zero three, the second is minus point zero two. Our
Face-Maker could never even dream of such a thing, not
even with his latest figures. His heart sank suddenly like a
mouse darting into its burrow, and it seemed about to
shatter like an egg. But no, it held out, and then the con-
juror shifted the pupils of their eyes again, to his left hand,
as all three faces shifted to the left. What is this? The
mouse has re-emerged, the egg has returned to its shell,
although by this time it might already be a chick. The
Muse gagged. The couple’s friends turned cold, the others
blinked as though a hand had been raised to strike them.
The light sprang up on the stage, and the projections of
the couple were extinguished. Only the incomparable Im-
age was left.

The Great One could not believe his eyes: in the first
place, the likeness coefficient had been minus point one,
and in the second place, under the right ear he had seen
the huge, enlarged image of a crude scar. It could not be —
he remembered having painstakingly tidied it up, thinking
at the time, as he finished off the neck, that he could have
done even more with the face, if he had the time. The
Great One glanced at the Official and saw fright and puz-
zlement on his face. No doubt his own face expressed the
same, since the Official was a mirror. The Great One re-
called the previous evening and transferred his gaze to the
Chairman. He was calm and impassive. Perhaps it was a
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misunderstanding. Perhaps there was nothing to worry
about. The illustrators over there were reliable. And now,
when the second couple appeared on the rostrum, every-
thing would fall into place. But n o, everything is not al-
right. The hall is in a state of agitation. Lots of them have
a likeness coefficient as good as that. Why shouldn’t they
be the ones? They’ve never seen anything of the kind be-
fore. Something has gone wrong. Nobody understands
what as yet, but something definitely has. The Muse
clutched the Face-Maker’s hand. The Face-Maker leaned
forward and seemed to freeze. It was his Couple now. The
scar was obviously added after the operation. It was not
the Great One’s doing. What for, wasn’t it enough that the
Face-Maker’s couple have a higher likeness coefficient
than the first couple? Extra insurance... And what if that
wasn’t it? What if he didn’t do well enough, then his victo-
ry would only be a victory for them, but not for him. He
hadn’t been able to do everything he should have, perhaps
he shouldn’t have tried it at all, how could he prepare the
Couple, with his figures? It was impossible! His head be-
gan to spin. Was he really entirely unimportant, and his
craft, and his ability, and his sacrifice — of his peace, and
his life, and the Muse... And those deadlines he had met by
doing the impossible. Halt. Stop tormenting yourself so
soon. The Hundreds are up on the rostrum. Their faces are
already being considered, they spin like weather-vanes on
the screen. Once again the conjuror juggles with the pupils
of all the eyes. Once again the trio follow the music in an
orderly, synchronized dance. One step, then the second...
Ah, how beautiful the Image is. One more...

Figures.

Figures.

Figures, speaking clearly to the hall, and even more
clearly to the Face-Maker! Each likeness coefficient is down
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in the hundreds, but he didn’t do his work that precisely, his
figures weren’t that good. The Great One and the Face-
Maker had calculated the outcome before it became clear to
everyone a few minutes later. The Great One looked down
from the stage at the Face-Maker, whom he had taught
without any great faith in his exceptional talent — although
he was reasonably gifted — but had taught him nonetheless
as though he was an unusually talented person. And then
this! In order to eliminate any possibility of misunderstand-
ing, the Great One squinted, so that he could stare into his
pupil’s eyes more easily. It couldn’t be! The Face-Maker
turned his eyes away. The whelp! The Great One’s lips
twisted in a grimace of disgust. Alright, it wasn’t all over
yet. He transferred his squinting gaze to the Official. His
face expressed confusion and astonishment. The Great One
believed in his confusion, but he could not believe that he
had no part in what had happened. He could not! And this
thought slowly stirred in the Great One’s brain like some
ponderous bird that had always been there, but which in the
twilight he had taken for a bush, because now there was
light where there had been the tenderness of male friend-
ship. Although his brain believed it, he still did not feel it,
but that was no longer the point, his blood took fire, and the
bird that had been exposed by the light began to move,
flapping its wings, and now it felt cramped there inside and
his chest breathed it out... The Great One loved a fight, that
was how he became the Great One. What was he so sur-
prised about? He’d done worse himself to get where he was.
He knew how to fight then, and how could someone who
once knew how to do something ever forget it? A well-fed
lion won’t break a goat’s back, because he always has fresh
raw meat. Why should he? But just let the lion get hungry...
No pouncing, though. You have to close your eyes still more
firmly and hide behind the curtain of their lids, so that the
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others can’t follow your movements. Eyelids are most con-
venient. Aha, now the Official is getting just a little bit wor-
ried, but not so it’s really obvious. Here come the coeffi-
cients — minus point zero two. Oho, better than his control
figures. That’s not possible. But it doesn’t matter now
what’s possible and what isn’t. The job is an insignificant
detail of the past, the craftsmanship means nothing in poli-
tics. There are no laws in politics, there is only losing or
winning. The festival continued. The principal, the most
significant moment had arrived. The moment of superim-
position. All the masks were turned in profile. Each one was
suddenly illuminated in its own colour. Yellow for her.
Green for him. Red for the Image. And now — watch closely.
The viewers’ hearts stopped, ceasing to fulfill their respon-
sible function of sound-projection. The music stopped. And
now there was no air to breathe, but no one was breathing
anyway. Well?

Can anyone breathe hanging head-down in water?

Can anyone breathe with his head in a noose, dangling
in the air, even if the air has not disappeared?

In such cases one person drowning another advises
him: pretend to be a fish when you reach the bottom, be-
fore you choke.

Well?

How else can we fill in this pause? Are they really fish?
Maybe they have gills in reserve, sewn under their skin? No,
damn it, I can’t carry on like this any more. And I don’t un-
derstand how they can. Aha... that’s the squeak and the creak
of the first heart. And... now what’s happened? They’ve all
breathed out... Pheew... The figures on the Coincidence panel
match. For an instant it was dark. Then the light came on to
reveal the Official, the Great One, the Chairman and our cou-
ple — now the Principal Couple. My God, I've never seen
such wild, intoxicated, terrible merriment; for a long time
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they were proudly and triumphantly silent in their sense of
fulfillment. In the first place, they had determined their own
destiny. because once in their life anyone might be a candi-
date, but not, of course, a member of the Principal Couple.
Things went so far — only please, don’t let this frighten
you — that someone’s heart actually began to race — un-
thinkable! — and beat twice instead of once. It was just like
when a person is hurrying on his way somewhere and he
simply stumbles and falls flat and that’s the end of it. No ap-
plause, no rustling, the unthinkable has happened, the sec-
ond couple has become the Principal Couple. The Principal
Couple of the Choice. That’s it, the thought flashed through
male One Hundred’s mind. That’s it, that’s right. His nostrils
trembled and flared slightly, like the nostrils of a dog that has
scented game and then found it. Female One Hundred was
stunned, she still did not know how this would all end, and
the hall was silent, also not knowing how to react to what
had happened. The impossible had occurred before their very
eyes, that is, it seemed as though it still might not happen.
And then the Official glanced at the Chairman. The Chair-
man rose calmly and smoothly, went over to the first and
second couples and gave them permission to take their plac-
es in the hall. How pitifully they walked, like children after
some serious injury. They don’t walk well anyway, and now
their clumsy legs have been damaged too. The hall too was
like a toy train with a broken spring, stranded with its little
carriages gently squeaking.

XXI

he Official cautiously allowed himself to assume that
.I-things were developing approximately in the right di-

rection, and his caution was most appropriate, for now
the Great One rose to his feet.
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He waved his hand.

The illustrators obediently fulfilled his command, and
the illuminated figures went out.

Everything was as it should be: they obeyed him. The
Great One ascended the rostrum. The Great One was calm.
He’d run through worse plots than this in his head.

The Great One bowed his head.

The way a man who is unarmed and surrounded by en-
emies bends down to tie his shoelace and rises with a gre-
nade in his hand. The only trouble is that when a man
loves a fight, his entire mind and will are transformed into
energy, and the simple little question “what for” is entire-
ly squeezed out by the desire to beat and to conquer. It can
no more find any space for itself than a cat can live in a
rock, even if the cat is small and the rock is as big as a
cliff — for inside there is no empty space, but...

Stop, Great One.

Why do you want this superiority, you know what it
will cost. It’s Departure. What does it matter if your pupil
takes your place? He is still your pupil, and your operating
technique will remain here in the City, the names that you
have created will continue to occupy the front rows, noth-
ing will change after all; you made the City, your people
run it, that’s your Official who jerks the puppets’ hands,
heads and destinies, at least that’s what you think, and
there is some truth in it. Depart, but leave yourself here in
them. And you’ll become immortal. Look into your pupil’s
eyes, full of confusion and shame — his sense of shame
will make him faithful to you and your memory. Stop, sit
back down, for now you’ve raised your hand not just
against yourself, but against your cause.

The cat thrust its head against the rock, and the pain
didn’t matter, but there was no way in. It went off, hang-
ing its head.
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The Great One raised his head, and each person sitting
in the hall heard the Great One’s thoughts in his own more
or less complex fashion.

The hall’s ear grew as huge and all-hearing as the
dome, the hall listened to the Great One with all its ambi-
tion, aspiration, envy, intemperance, fear of losing and
desire to hold.

Their minds refused to believe what they heard — for it
turned out that his couple was not like the Image, but like
the Original, which was concealed from ordinary mortals,
and no one could behold its face. But it had been revealed
to the Great One when he was allowed access to the Origi-
nal. And the scar that the Great One had traced on the
Couple, running down from the right ear, was like the
Original’s scar. For only the Image was permanent and
fixed — the Original was alive, and like any living person
he could suffer pain and receive scars, the contours of his
face could change.

Their minds refused to believe what they heard.

See now what you’ve raised your hand against, Great
One! Against permanence, against the pillars of your own
house. The Image is the law of the City. Destroy it and al-
low changes, and the stone will crumble to sand, and the
rain will wash away the sand, and there’ll be nothing but
desert left, and the water will invade the desert, and this
place will become a sea.

It would be good if the Great One could hear this. But
resentment has blocked his ears, and his sweaty hand is
already winding up the toy train, and already its tiny
wheels are jerking spasmodically in his hand.

My God, what kind of idea is this about the Original?
How much of it is true and how much of it is self-defense?
And yet, if he should prove to be right, it’s the end of our
Face-Maker and our Muse — and the Hundreds, and the
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Chairman, and the replacement illustrators. It seems to be
all over, and the Great One has out-played the Official,
although, as God can witness, the Official had no part in
any of this. And on the subtle calculation that the illustra-
tors, aware that they were doomed, would probably want
to curry favour with him, the Great One gestured with his
hand for the illustrators to show the true likeness coeffi-
cient. But the unfortunates were too cowed, and excessive
fear is harmful in such matters. No one had told them how
they were to behave in such a case, and they lit up the
same figures as before — fear like that makes the mind
stupid. Now they felt that doom was even more certain.
And the little clockwork engine set off, spinning its ti-
ny wheels breathlessly, like a shadow of the one set in mo-
tion by the Official. The hearts in the hall began to race —
there were the figures, they knew everything now. The hall
stood and burst into applause. At moments like this you
only believe the figures, not the person who just a mo-
ment before was the Great One, but the Official and the
Chairman, who stood facing the hall and returned the ova-
tion. And for a long time nothing could be heard above
this expression of unanimity. Although, if you think that
everyone was quite unanimous, you are mistaken — there
were others too. It wasn’t a question of their believing the
Great One rather than the figures, they couldn’t give a
damn for the Great One, the fact was that they had accu-
mulated too much hatred over the years of sitting stuck up
there without changing their places, and having the last
choice of the women, and wearing the worst colour of
cloak — although what really made black ones better than
white? God alone knew, nobody could tell you. Probably
nothing but the fact that they were worn by the ones with
names. And these people, who had waited for too long,
suddenly could wait no longer, in the way that a balloon is
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silently deformed as you squeeze it, until suddenly —
bang! The little train skidded on the rails.

“Glory to the Great One?” The people in the back rows
exploded into the air like rockets, they burnt on for a
while, the fire delayed for a moment, and then the stars
flared out, lower and lower—“Glory!”

And they stood up as they shouted, it seemed as though
the entire hall would rise to its feet, but rockets are only
rockets after all. The Official bided his time until they burnt
out, raised his hand — and they were caught standing in the
light, like a thief when the owner of the house turns the
light-switch. They froze motionless, and suddenly all their
enthusiasm disappeared. And now a group of people moved
in unison along the rows, removing by force of persuasion
those who were standing motionless, caught in the light.
When he saw this the Great One came to his senses, and his
resentment passed. At long last he heard everything his
mind had been shouting to him. He went limp.

He allowed them to take him away. Before the stone
crumbled into sand, before it was too late.

But the Official is in a hurry — the wound where the
pus has flowed out has to be cauterized with a red-hot
iron. His mind is also working busily, but he has no re-
sentment, he is calculating. The Official has a task to
complete, this is no time for emotions. After the Great
One has tried a trick like that, calculation alone is not
enough, inspiration is required, and it came: no operating
table, no corrections by the Face-Makers, those who wish
will occupy the free numbers now.

His lips are already forming the words, and each person
in the hall is beginning to understand. The places are free,
they can be occupied by force, and they’ll set the face right
later. And immediately the light blinked out, leaving noth-
ing but a broad beam on the stage, covering it precisely.
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So what is happening in the hall?

It’s as though no one sees and no one knows. And real-
ly, how could anyone make any sense of it? Qut there —
imagine about five hundred dogs, hungry, fierce and
strong, who have been shoved into a cage which is stout
and narrow, and where the floor should be there are
snakes. From boa constrictors to vipers. So what happens
there? Surely it’s clear enough? Only one odd thing —
there’s not a single word spoken. And in the front rows
there is silence. They don’t appear to hear a thing. Only
the unfortunate, wretched couple who aspired to become
the Principal Couple have been led out from the front row
(what were they guilty of?) by silent people. Everything
proceeds in a calm, cultured fashion. The way things are in
a cinema when the film is on and the usherettes are show-
ing the latecomers to the free places. In total darkness...

XXil

ow our Hundreds are up there on the stage. He’ s
Mgrinning so widely his face is splitting open round

his ears, and female One Hundred’s hands are trem-
bling as though she’s a vestal virgin who has sinned
standing on the edge of the pit into which she’s about to
be thrown. Above their heads the likeness coefficients
are simply too good to be believed. Meanwhile, in the
hall they are busy occupying the free seats and they’ve
forgotten all about the existence of the Original. But who
could know more than the Great One himself? On the
other hand, perhaps not all of them have forgotten, but
they can’t be bothered with all that right now, they
mustn’t miss the chance to change their number. Well
done, the Official, that was a fine move he thought up.
His fingers are still nimble — if we can compare a brain
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with the fingers and the hall with an instrument — and
they played a great tune... So far the puffing and the
groans are muffled in the darkness as though it was a
pillow, they’re like summer lightning in the distance,
glimmering like northern lights beyond the horizon. The
Muse’s heart has shrunk within itself at the victory, as
though someone has laid a rose against it. The Face-
Maker feels anguish instead of joy — but never mind
that, no one ever trusts their first feelings, tomorrow
they’ll wake up fresh and everything will be different.
And now for the final, concluding act. The Official makes
the announcement, then leaves the stage and takes his
own seat. Up on the stage only the rostrum is illuminated
now, the light has narrowed. Our couple stands there.
This is the beginning of the Model Lovemaking of the
Principal Couple for this year, the couple who have been
given the names of Husband and Wife.

The Wife’s knees are about to give way, but the Husband
holds himself erect in his triumph, in a success he could
never have dreamed of, even though he foresaw the
whole thing. And now, to the accompaniment of heaven-
ly music combined with snake-dog conflict it begins, and
gradually everything, even the music and the puffing and
panting and the groans, fades into silence.

The little train moves along quietly, braking as it pu-
shes against a heap of arms, legs and heads. And pro-
truding from all its windows there are faces, eyes,
breasts, arms.

Yes, the Great Moment! The City waits for it for after
year, and every time it is granted its moment of pleasure.
An important detail. The Choice has been made, but
now, in this too the couple must be no less perfect than
their faces.

333



XX

braked, it hasn’t stopped. Everything’s in order. Silent

people have already carefully gathered up the remains
of arms, legs and heads, like birds gathering crumbs from a
table-top, and they seem to have carried them out of the
hall. Have I no right to become distracted? Have I no right
to take a break, to go out from this mysterious mechanical
butchery into the fresh air? Into the rain? Yes, into the rain.

How bad the weather is outside, how it oppresses the
heart. From here, from anywhere, the outlines of the
houses are distant and uncertain. Behind me is the hall. In
front of me, below, is its enlarged other half. Where shall I
go, where can I take a break and draw breath — there is
nothing to breathe, nothing at all. Breathe the rain? But
you’re not a fish... choke on the bottom of the river — no
don’t, pretend... How oppressive it is. What do I care for
them? Every day I have to go back there. How I'd like to
stroke a cat right now — mrrrrr! Can you feel it curving its
furry shape under my hand? Push my lips into its fur. And
that’s the end of it? Nothing else to follow? Ah, the fur is
wet. And I feel sorry for the cat, all of my life I've felt sorry
for the cat, so why do it? I was ordered to, I was, seriously.
When you’re not free, there’s no point in tormenting
yourself when you have to do something wrong. But you
remember it. And even if it didn’t, you’d still have killed it.
It’s only a cat, isn’t it, and there’s plenty that aren’t cats
heaped up back in the hall there. But not me. And not you,
and that’s a comfort. Microbes die in the crater of an ac-
tive volcano, you can’t do anything to help them either.
But they live there. Go on back inside. The microbes won’t
understand your language. Microbes haven’t got as far as

I,m sorry, I must take a break here. The train has only
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words yet, so why are you standing out here in the rain?
They’ll start without you, and you’ll miss all the fun. You
won’t be able to help anyone — every day you go back to
the same place, and every hour too. But maybe I will be
able to help? No, not these ones. They’ve already set out
on their journey. All that you can do (they’re not traveling,
they’re hurtling downhill with a fierce scraping and clank-
ing of iron) is to describe their journey, to teach others the
lesson not to ride like that and not to get on to that train.
And that’s all? Isn’t it enough? What good can you possi-
bly do by sitting there thinking and being logical when the
carriage is already flying down the incline? Don’t be stu-
pid. The fur is wet, and your lips are wet. What can you
do — never kiss again? Then what’s the point of living?
Why bother to live then? Is it time now? It is.

XXIV

he light became thicker. Music began to play. The
.I-Husband and Wife stood up on the rostrum. Immense

bluish-white transparent sheets of glass were lowered
down on all four sides around them, and instantly the
couple grew to ten times their size, magnified so that eve-
ryone in the hall could see them, even from the very high-
est point of the final row. The two figures standing on the
rostrum were equally clear, equally visible.

“Get ready.”

The voice speaking was not indifferent, the Official
seemed to have a frog in his throat. The Muse trembled.
She put her hand on the Face-Maker’s knee. He put his
hand on her breast. They held each other even tighter and
froze absolutely still.

Light as the birds soaring in the indoor gardens, the
Husband and Wife moved apart. She curtseyed. He bowed

338



with solemn restraint, then suddenly strode up to her and
tore off her shirt with a single movement of his strong,
slim fingers. Her exposed, magnified, white nakedness
flared up, striking everyone in the eyes, the heart, the
body, as though an electric current had run through all the
people sitting in the hall.

Phheee-ee-ew — they all breathed out in the hall. And
then froze motionless. Up on stage the couple bowed once
again, then a second time, a third, a fourth and finally,
separately, towards the place where the Official ought to
be. That was the ritual. The Wife walked up to the Hus-
band, went down on her knees and slowly pulled off his
shirt. It slid down, rustling gently and gleaming in the
light. Then the light blazed bright red and the bodies be-
came even more huge, so that every wrinkle and shadow,
every fold of skin could be seen, even the little hair grow-
ing just above her right collar-bone. Without getting up
from her knees, the Wife fell back into a prone position,
motionless, absolutely still, waiting... Immense, like the
hall itself. The Husband stood there with his arms hanging
down. The Official’s voice spoke again, questioning this
time:

“Are you ready?”

The Wife nodded.

“Begin.” The Official breathed out the word and as he
did so his fingers felt the Wife’s skin, they still held the
memory of its coarse, slow, sustained note, and the
memory emerged as droplets of sweat on the tips of his
fingers. The Official wiped his fingers on his handkerchief.
Something was taking place within him above and beyond
the range of his will and his mind. His Husband and Wife
looked really handsome...

“They really are good-looking,” the Face-Maker said to
himself
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“Well, well,” thought the Muse, “all the times I've seen
them and I never even imagined they were such a beauti-
ful couple. Why on earth do they avoid each other?”

The illuminators wiped the sweat from their faces. Eve-
rything was as it should be. Now at least they had time to
draw breath.

“I've never seen her look like that, they must have
swapped her with someone else,” male One Hundred and
Six thought in amazement. In ten years he had studied
every last detail of this body. In reality it was older than
this. But male One Hundred and Six said nothing. He
merely tensed up as he remembered the sensations he had
experienced from that skin.

“My God!” Female One Hundred and Fourteen felt as
though any moment something would burst inside her.
Every evening for more than ten years she had stroked the
face of male One Hundred, that hair, those shoulders, she
had even loved them, but she had never seen him like this.
“Oooh,” she groaned, and immediately slapped her hands
over her mouth.

Now it was all beginning, and now it began. One
steaming-hot, immense red carcass moved up close to the
other. The entire hall could probably have fitted inside
those huge bodies. Teeth sank into the skin of a shoulder
so that the blood ran. “Ooof!..” the hall gasped.

And now, no longer separating themselves from each
other, they turned over, rolled over and over, and their
hands began frantically tearing at skin and hair. They
growled, snorted and tumbled, huge, like a field swarming
with locusts. The pink light was replaced by green, and then
by purple — the colour of harmony. The rostrum began
swaying from one crest to another like a boat in a storm,
and they clung tight to each other. Their embrace and their
pain were stronger than ever. The trembling lump of meat
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was dashed against the side, their heads struck the deck
then they rolled away, tumbling over and over, but there
was no power that could separate them now, not even
death, they had reached the pinnacle of their lives — the
Principal Couple of the City, Husband and Wife, covered in
blood, with lumps of flesh torn away, growling, weeping in
their hatred of each other, cursing each other, they were
happy, and in the midst of this bloody mess, this move-
ment, blood and pain, both of them somehow found time to
think about all the others they had seen and the ones they
would have liked to have during all those long years spent
at work, in the corridors, in the Hall...

“No more... no more... Now!” — it hung in the air,
louder even than their growling and screaming. Male One
Hundred and Six had lost control, and immediately female
One Hundred and Fourteen leapt to her feet, shrieked and
sank her fingers into the hair of the people sitting in front
of her, and then several others joined the two of them.

They were excited, a single push, a single shout would
be enough to bring the entire hall to its feet.

The way the tiny flame of a Bickford fuse vaporizes
TNT.

But the Official knew his business very well.

“Lights.”

The lights came on.

“Stop.”

The couple stopped.

They stopped still, covered in blood and sweat, and he
merely raised his head slightly — the poor gladiator.

The second time in one evening — it was too much.
The first time was already something unheard of in living
memory in the City, but this...

Once more he would have to throw the rowdy bawlers
under the wheels.
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There weren’t so many of them this time, certainly,
but something had definitely gone astray in the man-
agement of the carriages. Would he be forced to run the
wheels over the entire hall? No, this time the sobering-
up was instantaneous. Everyone retreated back into him-
self, and only the poor victims of their own lack of re-
straint were led out of the Hall, glancing around at those
who remained and the figures lying on the stage. The
sheets of glass were already being raised again, and in-
stead of the huge, red, steaming heap of flesh, all that
was left on the stage was a couple of half-strangled
worms which were difficult even to see. Was it all be-
cause of them?.. Glancing round as they were led away,
the arrested regretted making their outburst for such a
contemptible reason. Silent people dragged the reduced
human puppets off the stage.

The festival was over.

Time to get their cloaks and go home. But there were
some who no longer had any cloaks or any homes to go
to.

In the same identical rows, but this time without
torches, in the darkness and the rain, the tree began pull-
ing its roots out of the hall. Withdrawing roots-first, it
crept out of the House. But the previous elegant struc-
ture was gone. Not a trace left. And the ones who had
managed in the darkness to grab a number that was a bit
better were not all that happy, either. Even though a dif-
ferent house awaited them, some had red-soaked rags
wrapped round their hands, and some had a bloody pulp
where there used to be an eye. So what was there really
to be happy about? The tree limped downhill after the
streams of rainwater. Only the front rows had really had
a good time, if you ignored that worrying moment during
the interval. Even though they hadn’t been able to sit
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through the full show, it hadn’t been too bad. They were
professionals in such matters — it really hadn’t been too
bad.

The regular intervals between the people walking
along the street were disrupted now, some of them had no
hoods pulled up over their heads, some fell down and were
helped to their feet. The light in the streets had paled, the
street lamps were white, the walls radiated heat. The rain
lashed down. The water in the canal was stained that in-
imitable heavy, dull colour by the greenish streams flow-
ing into it.

But that will soon be over.

And soon it is over. That is what the rain is for, to
wash away everything that finds its way into the drains,
the blood that sometimes falls on to the stone from in-
jured hands and torn cheeks and the simple tears — nat-
urally belonging to the women. Women are more sensi-
tive to what happens to other people. In a certain sense
they are even a more advanced race than their male
counterparts, that’s why they never really match up, or
hardly ever at all. The rain keeps falling and the people
trudge along drearily, regularly, quietly. They disappear
into the bright apertures where the doors stand almost
completely ajar. And gradually they all calm down, which
is probably also only fair and just. Night is approaching,
and at night peace visits us briefly even in the most trou-
bled times, more troubled than these — but then who has
the right to judge which times are the most troubled?
And what about insomnia? The happiest of people and
the most miserable all suffer from it, and sometimes they
sleep soundly — that is true justice, the fact that in the
final analysis the world is inexplicable and unexpected.
What surprises were possible in this City of ours, after
all— and now just look!
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XXV

ur Face-Maker is now the Great Face-Maker, in his
unew house. The Muse is wearing a new house-coat.

They have already looked round all the rooms and sat
for a while in the garden, he has held her hand like a yel-
low bird in his own hand, gently and protectively, and she
has gazed affectionately into his eyes, unsettled as water
still rippling from a cast stone. What happiness it is not to
be constantly puzzling over how to move up one more
number! There is no place in the City higher than the
Great face-Maker.

What about the Official? The Official has a different
profession. The Muse understands that it’s different. She
moves closer to the Face-Maker, and then she begins to
feel sick. She writhes, clutching at her belly and barely
manages to get to the sink.

The Face-Maker understands how she’s feeling — she’s
remembered the Hundreds. The Muse weeps, the tears
flow and she pukes, the stream of yellow liquid lashes
down on to the white surface of the sink. In their happi-
ness they had drunk a glass of wine, but it isn’t the drink
that’s to blame. The problem is the interval in the hall and
the bright light — her brain has retained that bright flash,
it is still filled with revulsion, and in order to make it dis-
appear, her brain has taken the Muse and turned her in-
side out.

It’s easier for the Face-Maker. After all the skins he has
stripped, all that blood and fear, those scalpels and pa-
tients over the long years, he isn’t likely to be affected, but
he still understands. He strokes the Muse’s hair and com-
forts her and explains that if they hadn’t interrupted the
model love-making, she would have arrived here happy.
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And even for them everything today would have been bet-
ter and nicer than usual.

The Muse calms down. Gradually. The face-Maker
leads her to the bed and undresses her. The Muse is still
breathing heavily, but more calmly now, because her
brains have been cleaned out, and she is already thinking
about the Principal Couple, feeling sorry for them, and
feeling sorry for One Hundred and Six, who was so brave.
Could the Face-Maker possibly be as brave as that? Was it
possible at all to behave bravely in the City, where bravery
was virtually equivalent to Departure... Bravery was prob-
ably when the rain gathered together on the ground, and
then rose so high that even the House, standing on its
high place, was under water, and then the Face-Maker
swam down through the water to find the entrance to his
own house, swam along the corridor... The Muse’s eyelids
stick together, the Muse’s thoughts slip along the corridor,
trying to find a way in, but there is no way in, and the
Muse’s soul flounders and chokes, beating against the
closed door through which she has only just swum out into
the corridor, and above the door there is a red sign: “No
Exit”. But no exit is needed, the Muse turns and pretends
to be a fish.

The Face-Maker is too excited to sleep today, every-
thing is still whirling around inside him like a carousel —
the figures, the astonished face of the Great Face-Maker,
the carcass of female One Hundred spread across the en-
tire hall, sweaty, white, yellow on the outside, his own
fear, the calm brown eyes of the Official and the rain, as
brown in the canal today as those eyes.

Until the outlines and the original meaning of all of this
become blurred, it is pointless for the Face-Maker to go to
bed, it all has to disperse and settle and be forgotten in his
memory, it has to cease existing today and be transformed
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into what was (or perhaps what never was), so that what
actually happened can be intertwined with dreams and they
can swap places and then there’ll be a confusion with which
he’ll have to come to terms so that it will leave him alone
until the morning or until some new days that he hasn’t
lived yet — let it surface once like a fish in the middle of a
mill-pond, and smack the water with its tail and say it’s
time, and the fish will turn into a Maelstrom which has a
certain number of metres and a certain number of centime-
tres to its black, gaping maw, and the Maelstrom will set
him whirling and whirl him round the circle the set number
of times. The maw is sucking him in. Stop, stop, it’s not that
kind of confusion, it’s success, victory... Just the beginning?
Even so, it’s victory, and victory needs to be defended, so
he’ll have to do a bit more work while the Muse is sleep-
ing — his scalpel will trace its lines on cardboard as thick
and heavy as wood, instead of on skin and muscle, before
going to bed he will paint in its contours and the Trojan
horse will smile at him with its wooden eye, and the sea will
draw back to release the serpents without which neither
success nor victory can ever exist — and there is no other
truth. How many of these pieces of cardboard he has accu-
mulated in his lifetime, but if not for them, how many mus-
cles would have been torn, how many unnecessary fears and
pains there would have been. Perhaps that was why the
Face-Maker had been able to perform the operation so
quickly, why his fingers had not known a single day of rest
as they hastened to trace out the serpents, laying out their
curves under the wooden hooves, or else without the horse,
just on their own. The confusion grows calmer, it hisses and
slithers away into yesterday, into a dream. He can follow
the same way, but not too soon, only when morning is near,
when the rain lashes harder and faster at the stone roof. But
that’s later, in about three hours, and in the meantime...
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XXVI

ples after today’s festival. The most fortunate of the for-

tunate, the One Hundreds, have already come to their
senses. Beat a cat as much as you like, it still comes up good
as new. The Husband and Wife are already sitting in their
new garden, both of them steaming-pink, tender, happy. He
is hastily downing wine as red as blood, not even getting all
of it into his mouth, so it flows down over his chin and drips
on to his chest (the Husband is lounging backwards), and
then on down across his hip, and then into the sand of the
garden. People must be jealous of their quiet happiness.
What of the Wife? She’s even pinker and more tender —
women feel everything more strongly — and she’s downing
her own drink, a red, thick, warm, slightly salty wine that also
escapes her lips and flows in narrow streams on to her
breasts, then drips down like icicle-water in the spring, filling
up her navel until it overflows. Half an hour goes by like that.
Then another half-hour. It’s good. It’s good, and somehow it
isn’t. She’s rested. And it’s the usual time, her time. Now all
of the time is hers. The Husband and Wife are a professional
team. Nowhere to hurry to, no need to get up in the morning.
She feels like going somewhere, but maybe just out of habit.
She has to give her husband it first. She looks at the door. He
intercepts her glance and closes his eyes — the Husband is no
formalist. What’s the problem, let her go if she wants to. And
he’ll take a rest as well. They make their rules now. Whatever
way they live is moral.

The Wife gets up, opens the door, throws on her
housecoat, they’re all in the same house now. She presses
six doorbells at once, one door opens. Tall, well-built, just
the job.

50 many housewarmings in the City, so many happy crip-
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“Wife?”

“Wife,” she holds out her hand and smiles. Of course,
everyone knows her now, from the birth-mark on her
shoulder to the dimple beside her collarbone.

“Chairman.”

“Pleased to meet you.”

“Of course I know you.” The Chairman’s eyes are mis-
chievous, professional, still not calm after the perfor-
mance. There really is something about the names.
They’re not the same as the numbers. Here everything is
more pleasant, respectful, noble. Must be a different kind
of people. That’s it, and it doesn’t matter if there’s a bit
less pleasure in it, there’s more style, it has that subtlety
only the names have. Eh?

An hour later the Husband got lucky too, but not straight
away. At one door the man of the house opened up, and he
had to apologize. At the second door he found just the
thing — the Joint Chairperson of the Commission. Mind-
blowing! These women in men’s jobs possess such fire. And
steel. And God knows what else, too much to mention it all.
And above all, it all happens so seriously and thoughtfully, so
furiously, like nothing the Husband has ever seen before. The
first time with a Name. Nothing more to be said, it’s all in
that one word — name! He’d never dreamed of anything like
it in his wildest fantasy, never dreamed of it, invented it or
anticipated it. The Husband staggered as he got to his feet.
What, after the model lovemaking, again... What a hungry
bitch, the Husband shook his head in admiration at her
skill — wasn’t it perhaps too much for one man, even if he
was the Husband? It was hard to believe that all this time
beyond the wall the rain was still falling and somewhere in
the night someone else was busy somewhere else with some
other business. It seemed to the Husband that tonight the
entire City was awake, enjoying life together with him.
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XXVII

las, not so. The Duty Commission had already been at
Awork for over an hour on the former Great Face-

Maker’s woman when the Official appeared in the
doorway of the office where the woman had said that he
sent her to the Great One with the single clear purpose of
extracting information, which she had done successfully
and then transmitted it to the Official. The Official looked
at the swollen, pounded face of the woman and frowned.
He didn’t like it when the face which he also bore became
so ugly. That alone would have been enough to justify De-
parture, but the Official was, of course, as far as possible
humane and just, and only after the woman had erupted in
the face of his strange questions about whether she had
slept with the Great One and answered him with near-
obscenities and a request to let her know what other ways
there were to extract information from Great Ones — it
was the only state in which everybody spilled out every-
thing, no matter how clever and sophisticated he might
be, because the brain was out of control — and that every-
body slept with them, even if it wasn’t part of their job and
she couldn’t see any reason why she should be forbidden
to do it, that the Official was once again convinced of the
cunning and unreliability of women, and he immediately
launched into a speech that was probably longer than any
he had ever made in his life. The speech made clear to eve-
ry single member of the Duty Commission, in the first
place, that he wasn’t interested in what everybody did,
there was a law forbidding temporary coupling, only per-
manent coupling was allowed. Form a permanent couple
with someone, and then take your chances if you wanted,
only, of course, just don’t get caught at it, and in the sec-
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ond place, he had set her to find things out, not to sleep
with the man. In the third place, and probably most im-
portant of all, his speech made it clear that he was aston-
ished at the tone in which she spoke to him. The Commis-
sion might perhaps have understood the first transgres-
sion to some degree, because the gains from her action
were quite clear, but as for the tone in which she now
chose to address him — at this point the Official simply
spread his arms wide in a gesture expressing amazement
and hurt and dismay, and even something like sadness; he
couldn’t bear rudeness in people, especially when it was
intentional and sincere and of course (the Official lowered
his head) he remembered the reasons why the woman of
the former Great Face-Maker had spoken to him like that.
And now of course, after that tone of voice, there was
nothing he could do to help her, even though that was the
reason he had come, and now he was leaving to think
things all over, to come to some kind of conclusion con-
cerning all the people he came into contact with even in
the line of work. And he left. The woman of the former
Great Face-Maker fell to the floor and twisted and writhed
there and set up such a great howling that the investiga-
tion was halted and in their unanimous and collective wis-
dom — oh, how well they understood the Official’s noble
sadness — they sentenced her to Departure. Two members
of the Commission took by the arms and carried her out of
the office.

XXVl

hings were even more simple with the Great One him-
.I-self — the Great Face-Maker knew better than the Of-
ficial where his furious ranting and raging had left
him. Even the Official, with his swiftness of mind, could
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hardly have expected such an outcome to the Choice, and
now he was too busy with his work to guess what might
come next, he had no time for that. In the very best case,
the Official’s mind would only have time to work out his
own fate, and he probably wouldn’t get that right either.

During an earthquake there’s no time to worry about
the order of the household and finding yourself a clean
shirt, you just have to get yourself out through the win-
dow, naked as the day you were born, and be thankful if
you land on a well-clipped lawn.

But the Great One had not thought only of himself, he
had lived beyond his own narrow interests after he had
grown to his full stature, and there was nowhere higher
left for life to take him.

Unity was more important than his own head.

Your cause is more important than you are.

The life of all is a magnitude which remains unchanged
when your particular volume of meat and milk is deducted
from it — assuming, that is, that you weren’t suffering
from the plague.

Had the Great One always understood this? Not al-
ways, but certainly since he had begun to live beyond his
own narrow interests.

“Well?”

“I got carried away

It can happen to anyone — a fighting spirit is like fever
in childhood, stronger than your own reason.

And afterwards?

Afterwards the person recovers his senses and recants
what he said, and asks for his recantation to be noted
down in the minutes, and he himself requests Departure.
Provided, of course, he’s an intelligent person who regards
his cause as higher than his own interests — if it’s the
Great Face-Maker, for instance. Does the Official under-

1”
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stand such exalted arguments? Of course not. But since
this Departure suits the Official just fine as a way out of
the situation, the Official agrees even though the doesn’t
understand: it’s less bother.

The Official is not the Great One, he can never under-
stand what the former Great Face-Maker is feeling now. At
this moment the latter is like a man who has somehow
found himself in a house of high rank and accidentally
tipped over a vase, then tries to catch it in mid-flight and
knocks over a stand of crystal-ware, and finally, as he
stands there surrounded by all that scattered porcelain
and crystal silence, only carries on breathing at all because
he wouldn’t like his dead body to cause his host any more
bother — like a father who doesn’t know his own strength
who pushes his own child and then sees him go tumbling
down the stairs, like someone you suspect of something,
who can’t bear the suspicion and sets a belt around his
neck, and as you remove it you already know that he
wasn’t guilty after all.

It was no vase the Great One had smashed — it was the
unity and the faith of the City. And what did his recanta-
tion mean, now that the words spoken no longer depended
on the speaker? And what good were the futile efforts of a
man smothering the flames on the chairs, the table and
the divan, when the fire was like a flood that had filled the
entire house and the roof was on the point of caving in?

The Great One’s conscience was writhing like a worm
on a hook, and he was repeating the worm’s movements.
But the Great One was not suffering because of those who
had been given Departure for supporting him, or for those
who had been torn to pieces in the attempt to seize a
higher place: faith had been shattered into a thousand
fragments, and each piece was as different from all the
others as death is from life. It isn’t just that the Great One
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is ready to recant, ready for Departure — life is painful to
him now, and he feels only one desire, to make an exit
from life somehow — the way a wild beast will come rush-
ing out of a burning forest straight into the arms of the
hunter. The way a fish leaps out of poisoned water in order
to die on the land.

The Official comforts him. The Official loves him. The
Official understands him. The Official weeps over him and
strokes his head like a mother caressing a son who is dis-
traught over the loss of a favourite toy. It doesn’t matter
now how everything looks to each of them or what they
might say to each other — the toy can’t be glued back to-
gether, no matter how much they want it to be.

The Great One suggests a public Commission in the
same hall, with his own confession. The Official is con-
vinced that the slightest reminder of what has happened
will be fatal to the City. The Great One nods — that’s right.

The beast comes running out of the burning forest.

The bird comes flying out of the burning forest.

There stands the hunter, gun in hand, and he looses
both barrels into the burnt fur and the scorched feathers.

But the Official was kind, he personally walked with
the Great Face-Maker to the door of Departure. The Great
One embraced him. He sympathized with the Official, for
he knew better than anyone else what he would have to go
through. If only he hadn’t pushed him so hard, better not
to have pushed at all, then the forest wouldn’t have caught
fire, and he could have taken Departure differently.

The Great One would have taken Departure like the au-
tumn forest falling into sleep, dropping its leaves in slow,
lazy indifference, like a bird dying on the wing, without
folding its wings away, like water dying when it is calmly
covered with ice, like grain dying when it becomes bread...
like the founder of the human race dying when his time

350



come, leaving the imperfect wheel of life behind him to
turn regularly, creaking monotonously through the centu-
ries, like a wheel that is not imagined but actually made by
hand, and yet it carries man safely along a well-worn
track.

He would have died the way the ice dies in the spring,
he would have died in the wisdom and peace of the Great
Face-Maker, almost the only person in the City to live to
see a natural Departure.

The Official looked at the Great One, who had already
stepped on to stairway. The stairway shuddered and began
moving downwards, the doors opened, there was a
glimpse of the blue dome, and then the doors closed again,
leaving only the steps of the stairway hurrying on down-
wards and on through the stone.

That was one more worry off his shoulders, now he
could be himself for a while. The reason the Official had
started the entire blaze was behind him now, there was no
Great Face-Maker. The whole business was finished, he
ought to be glad.

But just you try feeling glad when you find the shoe
that was lost after they’ve already sawn off your leg. Are
you happy now, Official?

XXIX

he Official, poor man, came home, sat at his table,
-I-sank his face into his warm, white, slim hands and sat

there without moving for an hour, or perhaps even
longer, and during that time many thoughts raced through
his head like horses galloping across a meadow. And as
many decisions as there were riders on the horses faded
and disappeared from his memory. Probably it was the
first time there’d been so many in all the long years of his
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difficult service, a service which seemed unnecessary to
some, but was actually not only necessary (the Official
laughed at the memory of the naive expression in the
Great Face-Maker’s eyes), but essential to the safety of all,
and only he understood why — the warring boundaries of
the human spirit and flesh, to which no proper limits
could be set, would not only give rise to dissent within a
man, not only would they destroy him, which might at
least be lived with and accepted, but they would destroy
the City itself. The Official had always reacted calmly to a
man’s attempts to escape his influence, to do what was
forbidden by the law and justice, and he had not even al-
ways sent him to the Commission, he had not even always
accepted the Commission’s decision — one example of
that was our own Face-Maker. But when it was a matter of
the City! Then the Official forgot the very meaning of the
words magnanimity and humanity. Magnanimity had no
plural form as far as he was concerned, it could only be
applied to a single individual. In this sense (damn the for-
mer Great Face-Maker for being so tricky) everything had
turned out well: only a few hundred numbers had been
actively involved in the revolt. To a certain extent they
could be regarded as a single individual, and everything
had been fixed — that particular plural individual had al-
ready been given Departure. While the City was snoring
and sweating and seeing its prophetic dreams, the sinners’
poor souls were pursuing each other through the air, like
balloons full of height, hurrying through the rain from
here to there. And their bodies? In a City where it is always
raining, how could that be a problem? Everything is solu-
ble — including the body.

And so, on the one hand, this plural individual had dis-
appeared, but on the other, it was quite obvious that the
words and actions of this individual extended beyond the
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bounds of Departure: they had not been dissolved, they
had not disappeared into the canals, flowing rapidly down
from the hill and out of the City, and in order to put a reli-
able end to the action of these words, he would have to
appoint Departure for all who had heard those sacrilegious
words. Infection is cauterized with a red-hot iron in order
to leave the body healthy, but the problem now was that
everyone sitting in the hall had heard, and that meant al-
most the entire City. While it was undoubtedly possible to
destroy the cause which was leading to the destruction of
the City, it was not possible to destroy the entire City, be-
cause the Official’s existence and the law were justified in
the very name of its preservation. But the City would have
had to be destroyed in the name of its own preservation.
Of course, none of those who didn’t even have a number
had been in the hall, but they had no concept of the City’s
trades or the basic obligations of its citizens.

And so, either what was would remain — which meant
himself, the Official and the City, minus that plural indi-
vidual, but then the law would be transgressed in the
course of its own fulfillment — or the entire City would be
exterminated, that is, the law would be fulfilled in the
course of its own transgression.

XXX

es, it was a vicious circle.
The Official stood on the border of power, power

over people. But he himself was subject to a superior
force, a force higher than his knowledge and his ability to
control himself. A force which easily overpowered his re-
fined intellect, the way fingers crumple a piece of paper, the
way an elephant’s foot crushes a sleeping python lying in its
path, the way buckshot rips a sparrow’s tiny body to shreds.

383



But unlike many who stand on this borderline, he knew of
the existence of this force and dealt with it extremely cau-
tiously, and when events occurred on this border territory, he
was in no hurry to act, and he didn’t act out of conscious de-
liberation, but out of his feeling for this force. He hadn’t
made a single mistake for many years now. But today’s event
required more than guesswork — it required some assistance.
A man can drive his car, despite the fact that the body-work
is dented and full of holes, and the whole machine rattles and
shakes like an old cart: he can keep going when the air hisses
out of one of his tyres — slowly, but he can still keep going.
But when one of the wheels goes rolling off to the side and
circles on the spot before it settles down on to the surface of
the road, even though the engine may still be working,
there’s nothing to be done — he has to stop.

And now the Official stands frozen over a wheel that
has come adrift.

The Official needs help. But help is expensive, it is a
sign of your powerlessness.

Those above us do not like to perform our work for us. It’s
better to find someone else capable of doing it for himself.

Help has to be paid for.

But what with? With a name.

That’s acceptable.

With Departure.

The Official is not prepared for that.

Even he, who controlled the life of every person living
in the City, was terrified at the thought of Departure. The
Official was prepared to agree that this was a terrible fail-
ing for someone who bore the Name of Official, more than
a failing — a weakness, more than a weakness — it was
pitiful. But what person living, even the most eminent of
names, was not pitiful in some way, at least sometimes?
And anyway it was the only thing he could do. God alone
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knows what should really have been done, but the Official
was only the Official. Like a tangled mass of string that
comes free when you pull one end, and you can wind it
into a ball, all these tangled and confused thoughts in his
head suddenly untangled themselves and formed them-
selves into a clear and simple decision. After all, when for
so many years he had served the supreme power, standing
on the border between that power and the City.

Between the law and the person...

Between freedom (or rather, in the Official’s view,
permissiveness) and the Law.

He had the right to venture this step, one unknown to
himself or his predecessors.

Yes, yes, his thoughts sped along, only He-Who-Stands-
Over-All knows the truth, in the final analysis, even if the
outcome is the worst possible one, the Official still has an
option — just himself and the non-numbers, and Departure
for all the rest. Although this would break the law, it would
not destroy it, because he — the Official — and the Law
were one and the same in this City. And now life was sim-
pler and easier, and the thoughts, like rows of awkward fig-
ures, were already forming in his head, like birds hurrying
on their way south through the sky in autumn, calling to
him to follow. And the Official took fright again, for this
was doubting his faith, why should he listen if it was
enough to know that he existed? And he changed his mind
again, and began once again to run through the option of
destroying the City... and he submitted totally to the cogen-
cy of the idea of preserving himself and sacrificing the City,
without breaking the Law. And something happened to
him, perhaps intuition, perhaps illumination, but the
thoughts were not part of him, and he picked off each bird
with a precise shot, and finished each of them off with the
butt of his gun, and he even stood and watched for a little
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while to make sure they weren’t moving any more, and they
weren’t. Then the body performed what reason had just
rejected in such a cruel fashion.

XXXI

ow it must happen. How much fear, how much doubt
Mthe Official has gone through. An ordinary inhabitant

of the City could scarcely have borne it all, but then
the Official — at least this was the way he had finally for-
mulated it for himself, and convinced himself of its truth,
and was quite sincere about it — was concerned for the
inhabitants of the City, and this had protected his sanity
from exploding into space, the way a meteorite explodes
and then falls.

But what business is it of ours how a man deceives
himself in order to make it easy to do something vile or
dishonest which saves him at a particular moment — we
know this technique only too well. The answer is simple,
we must do it, and we have to feel, in the first place, that
this is voluntary, or this is noble, or this is not for our own
sake, or we were forced to do it and are not to blame, and
in the second place, there is no other way out, and in the
third place, we are doing all this in the name of some good
greater than the evil accepted and employed by ourselves.

The Official was able to do this better than the others,
and he really did have no other way out.

XXXII

lasphemy was the name for what the Official intended
ﬁto do. To hear Him-Who-Stands-Over-All, to receive
the truth at first hand! Of course, the Official was
closest of all to the border of Him-Who-Stands-Over-All,
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he even actually stood right on it, but to hear meant to
cross it, to set foot for a moment on alien territory, where
the law was different and unknown to anyone, where each
step and each breath was unknown, where perhaps the
body, like a scrap of paper, is instantly consumed by fire
and reduced to ashes, where there is nothing to breathe,
from where, perhaps, there is no return, and if there is,
then will you be the same, what form will you have?

Mysterious alien life — is your name death?

Is your name fear?

Is your name emptiness?

Do you exist?

The Official suddenly began to shiver, as though his body
had become a shadow on a wave, and a wind had swooped
down on the water, and the shadow was shattered and twist-
ed by the rippling surface, and it shattered into drifting frag-
ments, and the former reflection ceased to be visible, and
only certain lines, which did not even resemble a human be-
ing, were spread over the water, driven by the wind.

Yes, his body had become a rippling image; in just the
same way one can pour out the sand from a glass — only a
moment ago there was a precise form, compressed inside
the glass into a strict, perfect cylinder — and now there are
only a few small yellow heaps mingled with the grass,
which has bent beneath the weight of the grains of sand
falling on it, but is drawing itself upright, for the wind is
blowing the grains from each blade.

The border between body and thought has been
passed.

Does fear drive a man to that place?

Curiosity?

Profit?

The Official crossed the border in order to survive.
Flesh and bone no longer hindered his thoughts. Thought
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was diffused, like the light of camp fires through the rain.
Here, beyond the limit of its own power, it could not speak
and ask questions, but it could hear what was audible to it,
or rather, apprehend it — for it was not in words. Bushes
in the darkness, which could be taken either for a man or a
bear. Or for fear. Or for salvation, or something that had
no name, for it did not exist in knowledge or experience,
but he could touch the branches, and feel their rough bark
washed by the rain and realize that something living had
frozen motionless beneath his hand, that if it would not
help, neither did it conceal any threat.

But now thought became looser. The Official attempt-
ed to hold on to this bush, but there was nothing to grip it
with, and then there appeared a sensation of height, cold
and loneliness, which had always been there within him,
but was only now known for loneliness.

The height was also divided into territories, beyond the
border of loneliness it was warm, steam drifted in the air,
white and yellow, it smelt. There was no border in the
smell, but there was a customs-post there — without any
border. The feeling of hope in salvation was left to lie on
the shelves of the customs-post, like confiscated foreign
currency and weapons. And yet the movement still con-
tinued.

Consciousness, like the soot from a lamp, slowly took
wing and drifted away behind his back.

It seemed as though nothing could happen if there was
no means of apprehending the surroundings. The body is
washed away, feeling is left behind in the customs-post,
consciousness is nothing but the smell of burning, one
more step and it is the track of a rocket across the black
sky, it is gone!

No-thing!

Nothing?
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None of those things which merely hinder listening,
hinder understanding, hinder seeing.

Clarity was independent of everything, there was noth-
ing left. And now the Official existed in general — he
would have ceased to exist if it was as simple as that!
Simply because there is no limit to human possibility, to
what a man will do to test his limits and see at what height
(or what depth) a man ceases to be a man, and who he be-
comes at this limit, and then beyond this limit. But the
Official was all why, this was not a test, and not just idle
amusement, and it wasn’t done out of excessive strength
or pride: need and fear can do what is beyond truth and
strength.

Shoot an arrow into the sky, or fire a heavy bullet
straight up above your head, and somewhere up high
height will come to an end, for an instant the arrow and
the bullet will hang in the air, and like an over-ripe bunch
of grapes, like a shot bird, it will fall to the earth beside
you.

One instant — and the Official was suspended on high,
beyond the border of his own self and facing the border of
Him-Who-Stands-Over-All.

There it is. Help? Advice? Command?

The whole messy business was for his sake. He had wa-
gered his life for his sake. He had gone beyond his wit’s
end for his sake.

So today the one-minute coded transmission will con-
tain twenty printed pages. But there is no means of hear-
ing, of apprehending, let alone of comprehending. He
seized it with his future memory, like an apple seized with
a leap. And then there was emptiness, what he had seized,
or been given; and then thought, like a snowball made of
sticky snow, gathering sensations and memory, came roll-
ing back. Not like an arrow or a bullet, falling like a stone
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through the air, but down an inclined staircase, narrow
and dark.

The steps were badly chipped and scattered with
shards of broken wine and acid bottles that glinted briefly
a dark green mouldy colour, and where his shoulder
should be there was a sudden blow, and blood came, and
the pain struck at thought, and his ripped shoulder tum-
bled on over the step, and its edge came up against the
sharp blade of a scythe protruding from the wall — and
now the pain of the regained body flooded the brain just as
sharply; a rusty knife was thrust into the empty space
where an eye should be, and the knife twisted, because the
speed of the fall was great, and the Official still had no
eye, he felt it on his palm, which had squeezed it together
with a fragment of glass, and the acid splashed up and
burned the eye and the wound; his body was growing
heavier, and hurt all over, it was gathering inertia and
constantly impaling itself on knives and scythe-blades,
glass and rusty iron hooks, smashing against protruding
stones, and as it tumbled down it was acquiring form, and
the eye transferred itself to its slashed socket, and his
spine began to be where it is in living human beings, and
the Official even felt himself growing accustomed to this
falling — but then the staircase came to an end, and his
body somersaulted and jangled like a bag of coins, and lay
on the floor. The Official raised his aching head, and the
Official saw with his eye that he was sitting at a table and
his body had its previous form and nothing about it was
changed, and he would never understand the fact that life
had left it, and he would even fight, more than once, to
survive — but that no longer mattered.

The Official had become merely the executor of a qual-
ity which had previously been absent in him, and now,
with his memory — which was no longer future, but
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past — he recalled that out there, before he began to fall,
he had received a message without deciphering it. And he
had no present memory, for nobody has such a thing, pre-
sent memory is a descent through hooks, broken glass and
knives, an uncontrolled and defenseless descent.

XXX

es, the Official had become an executor.
Why this strange turn of events?
It’s not so very strange — having betrayed himself
and transgressed his own limits, even for the most im-
portant of motives, a man will never return to his former
condition.

Betrayal is irreversible. Betrayal is one-way motion, and
even when it moves backwards, it’s still forwards, only un-
der the delusion that it’s backwards. For a man moves not
only in relation to the earth, where he can walk in any di-
rection with an accuracy of a degree, or even a minute,
thinking that his road is the only one. Lucky man, walking
in his ignorance, when in actual fact the main road extends
throughout space relative to eternity. The earth is a fraud,
she has our heads spinning in confusion; we walk along —
as we think — in a forwards direction, but in fact going no-
where: what deceit and power of illusion there is in the tiny
spinning globe beneath our feet. The road leads forward, up
and down, but the blood within runs independent of our
road, and our road, independent of the countries of the
world, leads round a closed circle to death.

Melt a tin soldier and try to cast the former figure into
its old soldier’s shape. The same shape, the same word.
But if you’ve overheated it, then the colour’s different, and
the elasticity, and the whole thing has changed. If we are
to be really precise — even the bubbles of air inside. What
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can we say about a human being, if this is true of a lifeless
tin toy?

The Official, having discovered himself through pain,
became an executor — you could say he now had a new
biography. And a new fate. But I think that an executor is,
after all, more of a participant in the events that concern
all people than a ruler, a commander or a rebel, who all
bring destruction, for entirely opposite reasons, to every-
thing around them. But then they are also participants in
everyone’s lives, tragic participants, while even the very
best of non-participants are not subjects of life, and con-
sequently not of attention either — they are manure, or
mould, or worms who see themselves in the mirror of their
own imagination as dark-eyed knights.

And what executive act had the Official to perform in
his new function and his old position? If he were to recall
to consciousness what he had apprehended out there on
high, before the fall?

He had to test our Face-Maker’s readiness for work of
which the Official knew nothing, but which he was obliged
to carry out.

And where are the twenty pages of coded transmission,
if there is nothing but this test? Instructions! For an exec-
utor instructions are a more serious business than a com-
mand or an idea.

For an idea without a command is a fantasy. And a
command without instructions is unbounded amateurism,
stupidity, senseless freedom, the opportunity to act as you
think best, according to your own understanding, but al-
ways within the law. But when there are instructions...
And with his past memory the Official began to decipher,
recall and learn each line of these instructions, which our
Face-Maker will bear the full weight of in saving the Offi-
cial.
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XXXIV

nd so the City, which might have already ceased to
Aexist, awoke early the following morning: the new

beds had been well tried, watered, scattered and
crumpled, and life continued along in its customary rut —
the way a car that has skidded out on to the grassy kerb on
a corner creeps backs into the two ruts on the road, the
way a passenger train that is about to smash into a row of
oil tankers after the points have clicked over at the very
last moment goes hurtling down another track in another
direction, and the passengers sitting calmly in their seats
will never know how close they came to death, and only
the driver’s hair will turn gray that night.

And this is still not the final station.

The Muse rose calmly in the morning and began to
shake the Face-Maker because it was time for him to be
going to work, but he had only fallen asleep when it was
almost morning already and he didn’t want to return to
the worries of this world. He wanted to finish what he was
saying in that other place, where he was standing in the
hall in front of the inhabitants of the City and speaking —
he couldn’t say enough about the sense of faithfulness to
his chosen path that he had carried in his heart since he
was a child, and everyone in the City could experience
happiness in any position that he or she might happen to
occupy. For happiness lay within us, and the people sitting
there before him should not imagine that he was simply
repeating what the evening broadcasts said — everything
in the world looked the same from the outside: intelli-
gence and cunning, nobility and self-interest, coercion
and desire. But that was only from the outside. It wasn’t
just a matter of different cities where there was or there
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wasn’t a limit to immortality. It was a matter of what was
inside us. All he had to do now was to wake up and he
could convey all of this to everyone in the waking world.
He tried to force himself to wake up, in order to reduce
this mystery to the form of a slogan and change everything
in this City, to manage it without any revolt, so that even
the Official could understand him and become a different
person — there, inside himself. At this point the Muse fi-
nally managed to bring him back to this world and he left
his solution behind, and tried painfully to recall it, wrin-
kling up his forehead, that was just like every forehead in
this City, and screwing up his eyes that were just like the
eyes of the Image in the Hall. It seemed to him to be more
important than his own Majesty, more important than the
fact that the Muse was staying at home today, because
now she was obliged not to do anything. Her very life was
her work, for it consisted of service to the Great One, and
every glance and gesture would be taken as a word by
those around her. Even more important than the fact that
today once again he would hold a scalpel in his hand and
his eyes would be fixed on the exposed muscles of some-
one’s flaming red face.

XXXV

he Chairman had other things on his mind when he
-I-got up in the morning feeling rather ill. The Wife had

only gone home when morning had almost arrived.
She had her freedom now — she was the Wife! The joint
Chairperson had put in the same amount of time too, in
fact an hour longer, but she felt nothing except tenderness
and a pleasant, entirely wakeful fatigue. As though she
had been keeping it inside herself through all those years
of stern work, and now her turn had come and everything
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had come splashing out, but there was still plenty left
over, enough to last all her life. She was ready now to live
her life without ever closing her eyes or folding her
arms — if only it wasn’t for her work. When she let the
Husband go home she had cried and kissed him all over —
there was a meaning to life. He didn’t really want to leave,
either — they had found each other — but the Husband
didn’t have to be told the meaning of obligations. It was
funny, yesterday he’d been afraid even to look at her. How
many of them she had sentenced to Departure, more of
them than he’d had women, but he... And now she was
kissing him, down on her knees, weeping. There was some
kind of resolution in that.

But the Husband had never been bothered by that kind
of nonsense before, and now it meant absolutely nothing:
it was her business how she felt about him, why she felt
one way and not another, like all the other causes and rea-
sons in the world. The Husband felt that he was tired, and
it was time for him to go home, because now for the Hus-
band going home meant going to work.



CHAPTER TWO

THE TRIAL

he entire city has already crept out into the streets and
-I-redistributed itself around its places of work for the

day, so that in the evening it can unredistribute itself
and creep back home again. In fact it’s only an illusion
that it becomes any different when it’s dressed, business-
like and at work, in reality it’s still just the same old hands
and the same old hips, the same old cheeks and the same
old hair, the same old lips and the same old eyes — they
may all have been turned inwards for the time being, but
they’re all still the same. Even now, just try scattering
them around their bedrooms again and you’ll see soon
enough that there’s nothing else to them at all: the very
same life that existed yesterday — in public it’s turned
inwards and hidden, at home it’s all out on the surface.
Unfortunately, it would simply be too much to expect for
it all to be permanent and unchanging — there are periods
when everything gets jumbled up, when people lose all
definition inside themselves and on the surface, and that
is how the Face-Maker, instead of sitting in his office, sur-
rounded by helpful, silent, inwardly concealed hips and
hands, now finds himself walking along a corridor. He
himself has no idea whatever as to why this is happening,
why he is being led along like this by the man on his right
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and the man on his left, but that is hardly surprising —
after all, he wasn’t present at the moment of contact be-
tween Him-Who-Stands-Over-All and the Official, and he
doesn’t know that at this very moment the Official is in-
volved in an attempt to save the City’s life, or more pre-
cisely, to save the Official’s life — at least that is the way
the Official sees things.

They had come to fetch the Face-Maker in the same
way as they came for him once before after an operation
the previous year. Only recently he would have hunched
his shoulders, tensed up and pulled his body in tight
around himself, but now he rose lightly and nimbly to his
feet, as though he simply felt like going for a walk. He
washed his hands without hurrying. He looked at his own
face in the mirror and ran his hands over it. He rinsed out
his eyes. He went back to his desk, poured himself a little
water from the jug and took a few sips. Then he got up
again. The Commission might be serious business, but he
was the Great Face-Maker now.

Ah, how lightly, precisely, unhurryingly he places his
feet as he walks, for, indeed, who in the City has his body
under better control than our Face-Maker? In any case, it’s
quite impossible for him to walk in any other manner.
They say that face-makers never make more than one mis-
take, and that’s why his steps are as precise as a cat’s, he
walks over the soft carpets as though with every step he is
preparing to spring and the only reason he doesn’t is that
there is no victim. Has he forgotten the corridors of the
Commission? No, he hasn’t forgotten them, but surely he
didn’t walk along them like this then? Things are different
now, but even so his heart might easily stall within him at
any moment, stop beating for a second and then start
hammering afresh at the air with its wings. Right here, the
Face-Maker remembers, there was a door, and now there’s
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the beginning of a new corridor leading off to the right.
And now to the left. The men walking on his right and on
his left move in a respectful manner, also like cats, but of
course, like cats of an inferior breed and obviously no
longer in their first youth, already just a bit flea-bitten.
Finally, there it is in front of them — the door. And above
it is the name — Chairman.

The Face-Maker entered the room alone and the occu-
pant sprang to his feet to greet him. That meant every-
thing really was all right. Last year he hadn’t got up, he
hadn’t even bothered to look up, and when he did eventu-
ally look up, he kept his eyes narrowed so that his soul
couldn’t be seen through the crack, and the face that had
been such a close likeness of the Image was instantly un-
familiar, even alien. But this one got up to meet him, gave
him a seat, then sat down facing him and spread his feet
on the floor. His eyes were a bit red — that meant he was
tired. It wasn’t important to the Face-Maker just why he
was tired, but showing such politeness even when he was
tired — now that was important. He became even more
sure of himself and once again his voice became soft and
velvety, not like the rotten, squelchy falsetto that had
been prepared to come slithering out. He set aside the
voice that had been prepared and released another — his
own voice, or perhaps even a bit more impressive.

“What can I do for you?”

The Chairman didn’t even have time to answer. The
door opened and the Chairman jumped to his feet — it was
the Official. The Face-Maker rose to his feet too. The Offi-
cial nodded to the Chairman without even extending his
hand and then, smiling, dashed across to the Face-Maker
and embraced him, as though the Face-Maker was the
closest friend the Official had. The Face-Maker responded
awkwardly and clumsily at first, then he laughed and
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squeezed the Official in return, perhaps even tighter than
the Official had squeezed him.

“Oho, what hands you have! Sit down.” And then to
the Chairman: “Give us something to drink.”

“Water.” The Chairman poured out two glasses and
handed them across.

“Thank you. And now you can go.” The Official nod-
ded. “What hands you do have, after all.” The Official
eased his shoulders up and down. “You almost overdid it.
You should come and join my people, you’d be quite in-
valuable over there. How do you manage to work with a
scalpel with those iron fingers of yours?”

As though he’s talking about one thing and thinking
about another, his eyes flash and then go probing to and
fro shamelessly inside you, like a thief who has permission
for his stealing.

“Are you ready?” At last a question that means some-
thing. The Official rapped his knuckles on the low table, set
down his glass, ran a hand over his face from top to bottom.

“For what?” the Face-Maker also tapped his fingers on
the low table and, ah — what fingers they were, twice as
slim, and so beautiful to look at.

The Official gaped at him in such apparently genuine
astonishment that the Face-Maker actually believed in his
surprise. The Official gathered up his smile like a table-
cloth from a table, rolled it up, tucked in the ends and
spoke through the tight bundle with his hard eyes nar-
rowed to slits:

“There’s a little job that needs to be done, I’'m just not
quite sure whether you’re up to it.”

“In what area?”

The Face-Maker readied himself to listen to the Offi-
cial’s intonation, he didn’t believe a word the Official said,
but the intonation was different, he could probably trust
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that. Of course, the Official was no novice at such conver-
sations either, he could probably even put the Chairman to
shame when to came to driving people into a tight corner.
But not the Face-Maker. Perhaps he really wasn’t the best
face-maker in the City, but the Face-Maker had spent a
lifetime preparing himself for more than just work, and
after the Commission he’d learned his lesson so well that
he remained on guard even in his sleep.

“In yours.” — Don’t ask any more questions, don’t try
feeling at my intonation, it has no pulse. — He smiled, lie
a wolf yawning. “In yours.”

“Are you deceiving me?”

“Half and half.”

“Which half?”

“Either of them.”

After that the conversation moved on to the Muse and
how the Face-Maker was such a lucky man and so on and
so forth, and how yesterday the Muse had been the first
lady at the evening of the Choice, and how the Official had
admired her and probably everything would work out fine
and the Official chuckled as he said that he himself would
“serve as his messenger boy”. Out of all of this idle chatter
the Face-Maker registered nothing definite internally. He
knew well enough what these good relations were worth,
this happy, open, jolly attitude had been tried out on him
often enough at the Commission. The Official was a virtu-
oso performer, of course, but the model was still the same.

But now this is closer to the point:

“Do you know how they got on to you at the Commis-
sion that other time?”

The Face-Maker says nothing, listening, concealing his
own intonation.

“It was my doing. You accidentally moved my partner
from my pre-Official days back down two numbers, and
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that was enough for me. So it was me that started things
between us. I owe you.” The wolf yawned again.

He’s probably lying, but what’s the difference? If the
Official didn’t think the Face-Maker or the Muse were
needed any more, he’d condemn them to Departure with-
out so much as batting an eyelid. Just as long as they were
still playing his tune, he must be needed. The Official
stood up and embraced him again.

“Alright, if we talk all day there’ll be no work done.” He
called the Chairman, who came in. The Official kept his
arms round the Face-Maker’s shoulders. “If so much as a
single hair on his head...” this time without any smile, not
even a wolf’s smile, or perhaps this time he’s pretending.
The Chairman watches — he wouldn’t want to miss any-
thing, after all, or it would be like in that old joke: “We’re
not going to arrange Departure for you, we’ll think of
something worse.”

“What could be worse?”

“We’ll keep bringing you back and organizing it all
over again, and again and again till the end of your life.”

No, the Official and the Chairman had lived so many
years together, now, they’d worked and joked together —
naturally with considerable caution exercised on the side
of the Chairman. The Official had never once spoken in
quite this manner. This was no trick. He smiled.

“Of course, d’you think I don’t understand?” But he
doesn’t understand why the Official’s bothered about
a single hair on the Face-Maker’s head if the Face-Maker’s
carrying a load that would crush an elephant.

“Well then,” the Official says before he leaves, “it’s up
to you to decide, don’t just carry on playing the fool,
you’ve got to do a bit of work for your Name.”

The Chairman has lost the thread now, and the Face-
Maker has nothing to feel particularly happy about either.
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Just what kind of little job is this? The Face-Maker has to
be prepared for it, too. That hair on his head business was
a pretty convincing sign for any one who heard it said.

He tensed himself, sweeping away the cold patch that
was creeping down his spine with the power of his will, as
though he was melting away snow with fire. He was pre-
pared to bear anything, but so far there was nothing to
bear. The conversation had to come first. General infor-
mation that everyone, including, of course, the Chairman,
was well aware of. Even including the fact that the Great
One’s pupil had traveled uphill faster than a downhill bob-
sleigh. The Commission — what needed to be said there,
the Chairman knew better than the Face-Maker. The ques-
tions about the Muse whistled past his ears like bullets —
pee-eew, and they were gone.

No matter how hard the Face-Maker concentrated, no
matter how hard he tried to control himself, he still clearly
gave away something he didn’t want to reveal, above and
beyond the words that he spoke. But how could he under-
stand what it was, if he himself didn’t even know when it
happened? A master craftsmen knows his trade, and no
one could ever doubt the Chairman’s mastery.

It was a pity when the Chairman stood up. It was al-
ready the end of the beginning, he had no more to ask.
The master craftsman hardly even seemed to have begun
working, he was just coming to grips with the job. He’d
been just about to pin the Face-Maker to the wall like a
butterfly and then squeeze himself down to the size of a
flea and climb in through the Face-Maker’s eye and down
deep inside him, down to the bottom, where his soul lay in
its shell. He would have found out everything that the
Face-Maker himself did not know, he would have seen
everything, written everything down: but more than that,
simply out of curiosity, for his own amusement, he would
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have slit the soul into two halves with one stroke of his
sharp little knife and poured the yolk of the soul out on to
his palm or on to a microscope slide.

And now they would part, and the Chairman wouldn’t
be able to pin him to the wall. Instructions are just the
same as traffic-lights for a car. Whether you feel like it or
not, you brake.

“Come into the other office, please. We’ll take a look at
what your compassion’s like.”

The Face-Maker remembered about compassion, and
he smiled with one corner of his mouth. Yes indeed, how
was his compassion doing nowadays?.. As a person with
a name, wasn’t he supposed to be devoid of that particular
quality — after all the people who had been taken from
behind their desks before his very eyes, after all the people
who had squirmed and screamed and wept under his knife,
and all the other things as well... Work and compassion,
life and compassion were incompatible. Otherwise, who
would have any right to live?.. As for half-hearted compas-
sion, compassion at the level of mere sympathy — that
was a game others could play at... The Face-Maker was
really only aware that compassion of that kind actually
existed from the terms of the law forbidding compassion.
Perhaps when he was still a child, or during his first years
at work, or that time at the Commission, he might have
been a little bit upset when he was peeling off the skin
from the face and the patient was crying from the pain,
unable to close his eyelids — those red and juicy eyelids —
or when he was listening to the screams of the person who
had gone into the office of the Commission ahead of him,
and when he had gone in and seen him sitting there with
his mouth open and a trickle of blood running down over
his chin. But now — now they could put the entire City in
that chair in front of him, and he wouldn’t shed a single
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tear from either eye, he wouldn’t even blink, he could be
perfectly sure of that, the Face-Maker reassured himself,
as he stepped out towards the next office. Take yesterday,
for instance, after they turned on the lights and carried
out all the hands and heads and hundreds of people were
just left sitting there in the chairs, what had he felt? Ten-
derness for the Muse and joy that the operation had pro-
duced such an enthusiastic response from the hall. He was
like everybody else. The Face-Maker walked on feeling
calm, even happy.

he door opened. It was a wide door, extending half-
-I-way across the wall. It moved away from him like a

kitten moving across a carpet, nimbly and noiselessly,
and it closed just as noiselessly. The arm-chair, please.
The person who greeted him was wearing dark glasses,
and his hands were as slim and flexible as the Face-
Maker’s own. The Face-Maker always paid particular at-
tention to people’s hands, and these looked as though
they might also be no less skillful than his own. The Face-
Maker somehow felt more sure of himself. As a test of
what a man could be sure of, a good pair of hands was no
small matter, they helped him to feel calmer when he
needed to be calm. The chair they sat the Face-Maker in
was soft and comfortable. He felt even calmer. He felt the
warm, light pressure of fingers touching the skin of his
hands, his neck, his forehead, and he even felt as though
he could simply doze off. He hardly even felt the belts as
they were fastened round his body.

The hands brought him a piece of paper. On the top was
the initial data. Female One Hundred and Five — face and
weight normal, corresponding to the number. Everything
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corresponded to the number. Condemned to Departure.
One Hundred and Five, thought the Face-Maker, that’s a
familiar number, and then suddenly he remembered: of
course, she was that friend of the One Hundreds. It was her
the Husband used to go out to visit before he had a name.
The Muse had talked about her so much and said how fe-
male One Hundred and Five loved male One Hundred, and
sometimes she missed him even more than the Muse
missed the Face-Maker, and in some ways the Muse would
even like to be like her. At one time she had even known her
herself, but then she’d fallen outside the range of the num-
bers it was possible for the Muse to associate with. In fact,
at one time in the past she’d been her very closest friend.
She’d been brought up with her... — Aaaagh!

What a repulsive scream, even muffled, the Face-
Maker thought with a grimace. He turned his head and the
door slid open quietly and gently, as gently as tiny snow-
flakes dropping on to the palm of your hand. The two men
who had brought him to the Commission an hour ago were
dragging female One Hundred and Five along by the legs.
What a repulsive face, beaten to a pulp, a mass of bruises
and blood, a face with almost no skin left at all. The head
was hanging to one side, but the woman was still scream-
ing. Something inside the Face-Maker squirmed ever so
slightly. Quiet, now, he thought. Right — the silhouette of
the body is quite normal, with the hips just a bit on the full
side. They’ve already ruined the face, and now she can
hardly even be recognized as One Hundred and Five. How
rapidly a person’s destiny can change, the Face-Maker
thought with deliberate force. But then, how can you call
it destiny — she’s been condemned to Departure. He won-
dered whether it had been the Commission’s idea or the
Official’s to show him precisely female One Hundred and
Five.
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They tossed female One Hundred and Five on the floor.
They lifted up her head, and the woman began to stir. She
groaned. The man standing on the right took hold of a
scalpel and slashed open one of her legs from the bottom
to the top. She jerked and screamed. Quiet, now, thought
the Face-Maker, tensing, I myself open up the neck and
the cheeks. Quiet, this is nothing more than a test for
compassion. You can stand this — it’s nothing, the Com-
mission’s at work every day of the week. And what about
yesterday? In the hall. Enough to drive you insane. But
you just thought about something else. His hand twitched
very slightly.

The person conducting the test leaned down towards
the Face-Maker:

“Is there anything you would like to say?”

The Face-Maker shook his head and pressed his hand
harder against the arm of the chair, and then immediately
felt afraid he might have moved too abruptly and if the
Tester didn’t notice, then the machines and the sensors
might.

At this point the man standing on the left picked up a
scalpel.

A fine job they do, the Face-Maker forced himself to
think, professionals. No doubt about it. Then he noticed
that he was having difficulty in forcing himself to think.
Am I really not able to remain calm? After all, my testi-
mony has no effect whatever on her destiny. Exactly the
same thing would have happened whether I was here or
not. And if I don’t hold out, there won’t be any new work,
any Muse, maybe not even any me.

Probably that was what betrayed him, the fact that he
thought about the Muse. The thought that she had once
known female One Hundred and Five somehow got jum-
bled up with the thread of thought about the pointlessness
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of interfering, and they wove themselves around each oth-
er, and what came out was that it could have been the
Muse, his own Muse, and not female One Hundred and
Five. But once again the Face-Maker took himself in hand,
and his hands didn’t even tremble. Well done, he thought,
and the idea that he could survive it all after all must have
been what fatally relaxed his will — he was too quick to
assume that the victory was his.

The woman didn’t scream, she just clenched her teeth
as the man standing on the left raised the scalpel to her
right eye and then supported the back of her head on his
hand and lifted it up. If the Face-Maker had not already
experienced that sense of relief and victory, he would
probably have taken this in the same way as all the rest —
after all she had already been condemned to Departure.
The Face-Maker jerked quite involuntarily, breaking off all
the sensors and throwing the chair over on to its side. He
groaned in a low voice as though he was suffering from
some dull pain, and he clutched at the belt in an attempt
to tear it open. Then he felt a hand on his shoulder.

“Stop it.” He looked upwards sharp as a knife, a wolf
with all his fur standing up on end in his fury, and he saw
the Official standing over him. But now there was nothing
in front of him, no table, no woman, nobody at all.

The Face-Maker went down on his knees and burst into
tears, his voice a pitiful howl, and he couldn’t give a damn
for the test, or the Official, or the City, or for anything else
in the world. There was only one thought swirling and
skidding around in his mind, like a car that has fallen into
a swamp — It could have been the Muse. It could have
been the Muse. The Official placed his hand on his shoul-
der again. He squatted down in front of the Face-Maker.

“I’ll come when you’ve finished with your howling.” He
unfastened the Face-Maker’s belt and went out.
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The Face-Maker lay there for a while, then he got up
and set the chair upright. He sat in it and closed his eyes.
His head ached, but it was empty, there wasn’t a single
thought in it, except “It could have been the Muse”. Then
that thought was squeezed aside in his mind as another
came creeping in like a cowed, guilty dog: “You didn’t pass
the test, not even when nothing depended on you.” The
Face-Maker opened a door and released a bird into the
emptiness: Damn you all, you and your tests. Curse every
last one of you — he began to laugh. He got up. He lay
down on the floor. He laughed and his tears ran down the
way they do after the anesthetic, when the feeling’s com-
ing back to the face. He stood up, hammered his fists
against the wall and gradually became calmer, and now
there was probably only a single thought left in his head —
I couldn’t hold out, but I don’t give a damn, at least now I
can feel ’'m my own man.

“Feeling better?” the Official asked, glancing in at the
door. “Or not yet? It’ll pass off all right.” He went out. And
soon the Face-Maker actually did feel as though it had all
passed off. The Official appeared again, in a jolly mood
this time. “Congratulations — you passed.”

“Don’t lie to me, d’you think none of it means any-
thing to me any more?”

“Look at the board.”

The Face-Maker looked up and he saw the text light up
above the door: Assessment — Positive. Normal.

The Official put his arms round the Face-Maker’s
shoulders.

“You see, that means everything is in order. Now
you’ve got something to celebrate,” — the Official held
out a glass. “Here, drink to your victory.”

The Face-Maker drank without even feeling the taste,
and he suddenly felt safe and at ease. The test had obvious-
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ly been conducted according to rules he didn’t know and his
natural reactions, which contradicted the City’s normal
standards, had been assessed positively. All he had to do,
without any faking, without any attempt to show on the
outside what was not there on the inside, was just to be
himself and believe in himself, and he said to the Official:

“I thought the trial was already over at that point, and
you know, I really have no wish to be tested any further.”

The Official nodded, he was pleased at the Face-Maker’s
words. The warm-up really was over and done with.

“And you’re a swine,” he said to the Official, “vile, des-
picable scum.”

“That’s right,” said the Official, as though he was terri-
bly pleased at the Face-Maker’s words.

“Well,” he said, “and what else?”

“What else?” said the Face-Maker. “If you ever end up
on my table, I'll do exactly the same to you as those
butchers did to female One Hundred and Five.”

The Official was simply delighted at this.

“My God,” he said through his tears, “if only you knew
how your words touch my heart, how very dear you are to
me. How beautiful a sincere man is, even in his rudeness,
there really is nothing higher than sincerity.”

This caught the Face-Maker on the wrong foot. He’d
prepared a great many things to say about the Official,
about the City and about the general vileness of this lazy,
indifferent mechanism of laws and the injustice of Depar-
ture. But when he saw such happiness on the Official’s
face, the words stuck in the Face-Maker’s throat, and he
lost momentum. He fell silent and retreated into his own
thoughts. He recalled his first Commission and the Muse,
who could have been in female One Hundred and Five’s
place. He made no attempt to say anything else to the Of-
ficial.
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y this time the Muse was already waiting for the Face-
ﬁMaker. The normal working day was coming to an end,

and she was walking back and forwards across the
room, from one corner to the other. As she waited, she
remembered the first touch of the Face-Maker’s elbow
against her skin, she remembered how she loved to take
off his cloak. She reorganized the events of the day, then
put them back in the old order. She sat down and folded
her legs up underneath her. She watched every minute as
she counted it, and if a minute was a cat or a dog, she
would surely have forced them to run faster. The Muse had
definitely made up her mind to go back to work the next
day. She could even do that if she wanted. Today she had
realized that she couldn’t go on spending the whole day
and goodness knows how much longer as well just waiting
around like this. When the door opened and she went
dashing towards it, she saw it was the Official. She
wrapped her housecoat more tightly around her and
pressed her hand to her lips, and suddenly she felt some-
thing running across her palm — she took her hand away
and saw blood, and she dropped her hand again. But why
blood, she thought.

“He’s alive, and all is well,” said the Official.

The Muse was grateful to him for saying that straight
away. She put her hand to her lips again and then took it
away again. She had bit her lip. But when had she man-
aged to do it, and when had she begun to worry like that?
She never used to do anything of the kind, even when she
was waiting for him after the Commission she hadn’t been
that nervous. She wiped her hand and then pointed to an
armchair for the Official.
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“Why isn’t he home, why hasn’t he come himself?”

The Official gestured sympathetically with one hand as
he sank into the armchair and fed her three reels full of
talk about the difficulties of his new work and in general
about the importance of the first few days in a new job,
especially after the events of the previous day. Yes, yes,
the events that she herself had witnessed — and the con-
sequences, which would continue to make themselves felt
for another few days. Everybody had to pull together to
put everything back into shape, there were three times as
many operations to be done as before — there were a lot of
changes going on and he, the Official, would not be able to
leave his office at all for several days. And of course, the
Official immediately agreed that the Muse needed to work,
and that an exception could be made so that she could
return to her old job, only, for God’s sake, she had to be
careful, because any annoyance or disagreement would be
taken to mean. He couldn’t even imagine how they might
be taken, and after all, it wasn’t possible to explain to eve-
ryone why a woman would want to stay on at work after
such a vast advancement in her fortunes. The Muse agreed
with him, and her mood became pleasant and happy. To-
morrow she would go back to her chair and once more she
would submit “The Immortals” to close monitoring (the
episode that had been postponed until next week because
of the recent events) and she was already wondering how
many points the members of the viewing panel who were
still alive would award — and the new ones as well, of
course.

Everything’s fine, she tells herself. But no matter how
hard the Muse tries to dispel her thoughts, like pigeons
swirling high into the air they sweep back down to the
dovecote, flapping their wings noisily and cooing as they
settle themselves down. Why isn’t he there really? And
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why has the Official come, and is what he said the truth,
and can she trust him, even though she believes absolutely
that nobody in the City can be trusted — but then that’s
the way a woman is made, she wants to believe.

But that’s enough of the Muse — the Official is up to
his eyes in all sorts of problems without her.

v

ff g Are you ready?”
The Face-Masker had only asked whether it
would involve any experiments on other people,
and he had relaxed when the pleasant woman had shaken
her head and said, of course not. It was just that the warm-
up couldn’t possibly have been carried out without an ad-
ditional subject, since... The Face-Maker had grimaced —
enough.

“Where will it be, here as well?”

The woman smiled and explained that no, it wouldn’t,
and she led the Face-Maker into a room which he remem-
bered being in from that other time during the first Com-
mission. The same lamps on the walls — he’d noticed
them before, a human hand emerging from the wall, hold-
ing a torch. The fingers seemed so slim and vibrant, that at
the time he’d taken them for real fingers, he’d thought the
hands were genuine hands, and they’d told him that the
hands were really genuine, but since at the time he hadn’t
believed a single answer from anyone, he hadn’t believed
that either. Remembering his question, he asked the wom-
an whether the hands were real. No, said the woman, it’s
not living tissue any longer. It was strange that the reply
was a matter of indifference to the Face-Maker, he was
already living in the knowledge that knowledge of what is
true and what is false changes absolutely nothing in life.
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Enough, he broke off his own train of thought, it’s time to
concentrate. It’s time. What was the content of the first
trial, and how was he to behave — should he be natural
again or entirely the opposite? That was the most im-
portant thing right now.

“Come this way, please.” The woman pushed open a
glass door that was virtually invisible, it was so transpar-
ent.

Suddenly there in front of the Face-Maker was a cube
which only a moment ago had been invisible to him. He
wondered why he hadn’t noticed it sooner — after all, the
torch and the hand at the junction were slightly distorted
where the boundary line of the cube cut through them like
a fine thread.

“T’ll explain the most important points to you. If you
begin to feel unwell, then you should... see over there, on
the right of the chair — it seemed there was a chair and a
panel of switches inside the cube — press the red key”.
The Face-Maker sat down and fastened on the sensors.
She showed him how to use the key for halting the Trial...
but the problem there is — and the woman raised her fin-
ger in a mocking childish gesture.

“What’s your number?” the Face-Maker interrupted
her.

“Forty-One,” she said with a smile, then smiled again,
this time without any words, filling out the pause — did
the Face-Maker have any other questions to ask? — and
then she continued with her line of thought. “The point is
that we have to wait for as long as possible before we press
the key, and you should only press it when you feel that
you are losing consciousness. The result of our trial will
depend on when you react and how long you can stay in
the chair.”

“And that’s all?”
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“That’s all. You’ll have nobody to deal with but your-
self.”

The women went out. She closed the door and sat
down on the far side of the cube at the control panel. Then
she disappeared from the Face-Maker’s view.

The walls were less transparent now. On one of them
an object traveling at incredible speed appeared, moving
straight at him, ponderous and inexorable, closer and
closer, until he could see it was a train with a headlamp
protruding from its forehead. The floor was trembling un-
der the Face-Maker now, and he felt a laughable desire to
stop the trial already. He even reached out one hand with
a smile. It went rushing past him, almost touching his
body, the wind lashed painfully at his arms and his neck
and stroked his face, but the Face-Maker didn’t even
flinch. He understood the Official had meant it when he
said not a hair of his head was to be harmed. What if that
was really just another deception? What if he and the
Chairman had just been acting out a game, what if... but
now the walls had begun to move in on themselves, they
had turned black, and although almost nothing seemed to
have changed yet, the air had begun to press against the
Face-Maker’s body the way it sometimes did when it was
raining. The walls moved closer and closer, soon they
would close in completely. No, somehow they must have
come together without touching him, and he was left in
some kind of air bubble — the switches and the “off” key
had been squashed flat and thin, like the smoke from a
match that’s just gone out. The Face-Maker was calm, but
even so he raised one finger before immediately lowering
it again. Maybe that was all part of the trial — the fact that
it was impossible to put an end to it. He’d had cases like
that himself, when a person had lost consciousness on the
table, and the Face-Maker had never stopped his work —
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there were revivers to deal with that. A few hours later the
person would be up on their feet and quite well again —
not actually quite as well as before, but that was a mere
detail. He had no right not to make the fullest possible use
of the operation time, he couldn’t possibly waste it by giv-
ing the patient a break. There were always thousands of
people in the queue, they were waiting for him, and the
Face-Maker’s every minute was already divided up among
the inhabitants of the City. But it wasn’t like that here, he
was the only one they were working with here, he was the
only one who would be able to carry out the work required
after he had been through this trial. Or perhaps he wasn’t
the only one — that would mean yet another deception.
The squashed bank of switches fell to the floor, clanged
once and lay there. The Face-Maker decided not to bother
asking why they’d taken away the switches, in the final
analysis that was no tragedy. Still it was a pity that he
couldn’t see the woman’s face, perhaps he could ask, but
then he changed his mind again — the walls of the bubble
had burst into flames, he could distinctly smell smoke, and
the bubble had begun shrinking. The flames were already
right up close beside him, and he was enveloped in fierce
heat. His body broke into a sweat. “Future causes” — that
was what he thought it was called. He laughed. A man be-
ing burnt on a fire sweats in order to restore his body tem-
perature to normal, and for just a few seconds he is able to
do it. There were no switches under his hand, his fingers
clutched at the chair and he gripped it tight, then his fin-
gers opened again. He sat there calm and relaxed. The
tongues of flame crept closer to him across the floor,
climbed upwards and went out, while new ones sprang to
life... Suddenly his brain began to register alarm signals. It
wasn’t the fire, it was the smell of burning, not the
tongues of flame. Somehow, somewhere he sensed where
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the main danger lay. He shouldn’t have taken everything
so lightly, it was all mere camouflage. He shouldn’t have
paid any attention to it at all. He should have simply pre-
pared himself for the most important thing to come. Some
kind of animal had slithered into his throat, it was tickling
his throat, scratching at it and preventing him from
breathing. The Face-Maker began to feel sick, he stroked
at his own throat in an attempt to squeeze the animal out,
to force it out into the open, and a stream of liquid came
spurting out of him, gleaming a cloudy yellowish-green in
the light of the flames. He felt a bit better, and then again
he was choking... Wait: asphyxiation begins when there’s
no oxygen in the air, or when there’s no air entering the
lungs. Coloured circles whirled and span inside his brain:
what was the answer to the riddle? If he could find the
cause, he could fight it. Curse the damn flames — there
was nothing left for him to breathe. His throat was clear,
but there was something wheezing inside him. Suddenly a
suspicion flared up and the coloured circles scattered into
a thousand fragments and faded away to nothing — they
were pumping out the air from under the cube. Calm
down. Stop breathing. Not a single movement. There’s
still some air in the bubble, it’s up at the top. You have to
get up. Now you can take a careful breath. He felt a feeble
stream of air enter his throat. The wheezing inside him
stopped. Aha, you were right. Higher. You can get higher
by climbing on the chair. But then they’ll notice that
you’re on to their game. Never mind that, when it comes
down to it you easily could have done it unconsciously,
but then climbing on a chair is already an action of
thought. It’s even harder to breathe now, but there’s no
more hysteria. And most significantly, for some reason the
thought of the next trial flitted through his mind — there
must be no hysteria there either. He felt almost certain
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that the trial was not all that difficult, and the whole point
was (he could drag it out for as long as necessary) that he
could halt the trial at any moment, when he felt he
couldn’t breathe any more... but there were no controls
any more, the key had been flattened. That meant his
thought was no longer controlled by it. It was painful to
breathe now, but still he would go on standing here for
another minute. The Face-Maker began running through
the various possibilities. Move to the right and there was a
wall. To the left — a wall. Backwards — a wall. Upwards?
He reached up a hand and it was burnt. He pulled it back
and tried to lower his arm. He couldn’t, it was held fast. He
tried with his other hand and the same thing happened.
Never mind, he could stand there just as well with his
arms up. At moments of disaster you have to think and act
instantaneously. He tried to sit down and he managed it.
But there was nothing to breathe. He tried to stand up. No.
Hands up in the air and can’t stand up — the red circles
began spinning again, everything around him was black
now, not a scrap of light anywhere. It was only now that
he realized the fire was gone, it must have stopped ages
ago. Remember: fear disengages consciousness, and con-
sciousness seeks contact with fear, it’s like an anchor or a
harbour for a ship in a storm, it’s like... Wait, the brain
isn’t taking any part in solving the other problems, of
course, this narrow concentration that can lead to destruc-
tion is fear. Now it’s the end. Now you have to stand up
somehow. It’s time. Halt the trial. The non-existent stop
key is stuck. No response. The wall’s just as dark as ever.
As though they’ve welded him into the chamber, or into a
diving suit, then lowered him into the water and cut off his
air. His heart stopped. His lungs hung like limp sails seek-
ing wind, and only his brain kept working for another in-
stant. In that instant, he heard himself begin to rattle,
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then he struck his head against the rattling sound and
went tumbling smoothly all the way down to the bottom,
and he hardly really felt anything at all, there was no more
than a fleeting shadow of feeling that some force was rip-
ping apart his lungs, his brain, his heart — the pieces were
all flying off in different directions and there was a light
approaching him at great speed.

Aaaaaaagh, creaked his body.

v

he Muse opened the Principal Couple’s door. She was
-I-still in a higher position than them, although, of

course, the gap was not as great as it had been be-
fore — a fact she was reminded of soon enough. The Wife
was not home and the Husband was extremely glad the
Muse had come. He immediately started babbling about
how glad he was to see her, that life had been so boring
because she hadn’t been to see them for so very long, that
the only thing he had were his feelings for her, but he had
never dared to touch her, because there was a such a dis-
tance between them, but now it had been swept away, and
even though her position might still separate her from
him, he wasn’t just any old One Hundred any more, now
he was the Husband, and he kept going down on his knees,
leaping back up, trying to embrace her, weeping. The
Muse stood there in total and absolute confusion, like
someone who was walking across a plain and has suddenly
found himself at the bottom of an abyss. She had often
seen the Husband when he was calm, crushing birds, tell-
ing her the touching story of his tender feelings for female
One Hundred and Five on pain of absolute secrecy from
the Wife, who was still female One Hundred then, and the
Muse couldn’t set their old relations aside so quickly and
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re-orient herself to this shift. She could never have said
that she found the Husband repulsive or even unpleasant,
no, she liked him in a general human kind of way — or
perhaps that was another little falsehood she had permit-
ted herself in order not to feel any sense of shame for
these visits. The Husband, emboldened by the Muse’s
silence, was already embracing her. He’d already hung
himself on her neck, and her knees had begun to give
way. Probably that was what roused from her state of
amazement — the way a car will spin its wheels for a
while when you step on the gas, and then instantaneous-
ly accelerate away. She went down on her knees herself
and began laughing, and then chuckling and guffawing —
she chortled so loudly that the husband leapt to his feet
and began straightening out her shirt in his fright. The
Muse tumbled back on to the floor and roared and roared
with laughter. The Husband took a startled step back-
wards. The Muse went on laughing. She had just imag-
ined him lying there.

“What an idiot, what an idiot. Why did I ever bother
talking to you, if you simply didn’t understand a single
thing I was saying?” That was how the Wife found them
when she returned, the Husband pressing himself back
against the wall with wild staring eyes and a face blotched
with red, the Muse stretched out on the floor, pealing with
laughter. The Wife took it all in immediately. She screwed
her forefinger into her forehead.

“As they say in the City, bite off more than you can
chew and you’ll choke.”

The Husband suddenly rushed at her.

The Muse stopped laughing with equal suddenness and
got to her feet. Her eyes were still filled with tears of
laughter and revulsion. Without even bothering to look at
either of them, she went across to the door.
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“Please don’t think that I'm in the least bit offended or
that I'll tell the Face-Maker anything about this.” She
didn’t bother to wait for any answer.

Very often we don’t really need a reason to do what
we’ve wanted to do for a long time, but don’t, because
without a reason it seems awkward. The only answer she
heard behind her was the resounding smack of a hard slap
to someone’s face. Whose? Judging from the double
sound, both his and hers. It was followed by the scream of
a cat that has just been stepped on with a hob-nailed boot.

Vi

he Face-Maker was lying in water. He opened his eyes
-I-and couldn’t immediately understand where he was. It

was like an aquarium in which they keep fish. The
Face-Maker looked at his hands. Everything looked okay.
The fingers? He tried them and they worked just fine. Sit-
ting and watching him from behind the transparent side of
the tank that ran right in front of his eyes was the smiling
Official.

“First class.” He said, and raised his thumb. “Fifty per
cent above the norm. With reserves like that, we’ve dou-
bled all the basic indicators for you.”

“I don’t want any more of this,” said the Face-Maker.

“Of course.” The Official had never expected anything
else.

He, the Face-Maker, was right. There was no point in
getting himself into this kind of state. It was all voluntary
after all — the Face-Maker simply wanted the job he had
been waiting for all his life, a job that was impossible un-
less he’d gone through the trial. But enough was enough.
Afterwards, if he felt like it, if he changed his mind or
came to a different decision or a different conclusion, then
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he could continue with the trial. The Official helped the
Face-Maker climb out of the water. He undressed the
Face-Maker. He rubbed him dry with a towel, and he did it
all himself, on his own. He brought fresh, dry clothing and
again carefully, very carefully, he slid the Face-Maker in
through the wide sleeves and the wide neck. He sat him in
an armchair. He poured water for him, scooping it straight
out of the aquarium. He drank half himself, then gave the
rest to the Face-Maker. He certainly needed it — his throat
was completely dried out, yes, he needed the water, and he
thanked the Official. He chuckled to himself, the only
clear thought that still remained in his head now was that
he’d exceeded the control figures by fifty per cent. It
seems a man is still a man, no matter what you might do
to him. He had his name — the Great Face-Maker — and
the Muse, and the prospect of new work, and... he’d al-
most croaked (if he really was still alive, that is) and yet for
all the monstrous ugliness of the definition, he was de-
lighted, genuinely delighted at the idea that his personal
figures were actually fifty per cent above the norm.

In much the same way a man who has lost his wife and
son in an air crash might be delighted in his hysteria that
at the last minute he decided not to send his cat off with
them.

In much the same way a man burying the woman he
loved might be delighted that the coffin is so fine and dig-
nified, scarlet and elegant.

In much the same way a man who has lost his arm
might be delighted that he still has his cufflinks.

In much the same way a man who has been walled up
by an avalanche in a cave where nobody knows about him
and he can never expect to be rescued might be delighted
that he is still alive, until he remembers that to die from
hunger is far worse than to be crushed to death.
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Maybe the rocks will fall away, maybe they’ll dig you
out, maybe they’ll remember about you, but until they do
dig you out the main thing is that your loved ones mustn’t
know the position you’re in, or else they’ll suffer because
they don’t know what they can do to help, and that will
simply be unnecessary suffering, and you have to explain
to them that things are not that bad yet, this is still only
the beginning of your life without bread and water and
you’re ready to survive as long as life can maintain its hold
on your body, you’re not afraid of hunger, but time is still
stronger than you are, you know that too, and the only
thing you can try to impress on the one who loves you is
that everything is all right and nothing has happened and
life is carrying on as it should.

The Face-Maker lies on the bed and smiles, he tells the
Muse about how well things are going at work — the new
laboratory, the office, the new duties and the remarkable
people. And how he couldn’t come home any earlier today
and yes, of course, he’d sent the Official, the Official ran
errands for him now. Why was he breathing so heavily?
Because he’d been in a hurry to get back to her. Why were
his hands so weak? That was tiredness too. The Face-
Maker tries to protect his Muse. He’s a noble individual.
The Muse is noble too, she takes good care of the Face-
Maker. Not a word about the unpleasant part of the visit to
the Principal Couple, but of course, by all means she men-
tions that she’s been there. Everything’s fine with them.
They’re still just as nice, but something in them has
changed, especially in the Husband, and she doesn’t think
she’s likely to go and visit them in the near future and lat-
er on there won’t be any time. The Muse is intending to
work, because waiting is so very hard, and she’s fed up of
visiting people, and she’s very concerned that the Face-
Maker gets so tired. The words tumble over each other,

392



they gather together into flocks and arrange themselves in
straight lines, like an arrow-head of birds that has
launched into the sky. The Face-Maker is overcome by
drowsiness. He really is tired.

And now they’re washing the dirty laundry together in a
thawed patch on the frozen river. The dirty water runs down
and the ice-cold linen cuts at their hands, and the Face-
Maker needs his hands, but he feels sorry for the Muse and
he squeezes out the cold heavy sheets, his fingers turning
red in the wind as the water runs back into the thawed
patch, and all around them the sun is shining on the blind-
ing white snow. They are surrounded by the black marble
headstones of graves, that is by houses, and below them in
the drain a long, thin ribbon of yellow is winding through
the current, and sometimes its tiny curls cling to the side of
the channel for a brief moment — female One Hundred and
Five is on her way out to the outskirts of the City, mingled
with the rain, and then on further still — perhaps she’ll
even end up in this little stream where the Muse is washing
her laundry. At last they have both fallen asleep. Words...
Words... Nothing but words, yet see how it helped. To hell
with it all, curse the lot of it, all the pains and troubles of
the world, all the horror of this black stone, of this rain, of
this laundry-washing. The cold. Female One Hundred and
Five’s eye. The Husband with his eyes goggling in lust.
Their care and their deception in the name of protection. It
helped. In their sleep they see dreams, and perhaps they’re
not actually as terrible as this life, perhaps they’re even bet-
ter than it is, because she needs to have her head lying on
his shoulder, and he needs to have her head lying on his
shoulder. How he wants her to sleep until morning, and
what does he want with any trials anyway, there’s nothing
else he needs at all. But the choice is already behind him.
The Face-Maker has no way out.
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When the train’s flying along, just try getting out —
it’ll just plaster you along the wall of the tunnel.

The plane lifts up its head and goes slicing through the
sky like a knife through butter — get out if you like, there’s
the door. But the very idea’s enough to set your shoulders
twitching.

The choice is behind you, and even the night is only
granted to you for a couple of hours out of kindness, but any
moment...

They came for the Face-Maker when the night was
scarcely half over — that was what the job was like. The
Muse agreed that was what the job was like, only now she
can’t get to sleep again, and she’s already beginning to
wait for the Face-Maker, and she’s happy to remember
that this morning she’s going back to her “Immortals”.

When the Muse has something to do, it somehow
makes the waiting easier.

Not a trace is left of the Face-Maker’s thoughts of yes-
terday. He’ll go through with it, because if all there is to
live for is to keep your place among the Great Ones, what’s
the point, if you’ve already made it, and only dead people
Carry on living without a purpose.

Vi

hey get ready. The Official is there beside him. When
-I-the Face-Maker came in he was already there. When he

could have got any sleep was a mystery. The Face-
Maker’s in the water. It’s really quite pleasant, the water’s
warm, about twenty-five degrees. It’s no problem for the
Face-Maker to tell the temperature of the water or the air. It
was well worth going back home as well. His thoughts are
quite different now, and his sensations are different, morn-
ing thoughts and sensations, even though it’s still night.
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Yesterday’s events have already been pushed aside some-
where to the very outskirts of his brain, they’re wreathed in
mist now, nothing but a silhouette against the dawn, a
fleeting half-shadow, and somehow even the terror seems
beautiful. And that feeling again — he was right after all to
have wanted more than anyone else, one stage was already
behind him now, and it was scarcely going to get any harder
from now on, he wasn’t a machine, after all, they had to
take care of him. They were training him for his work, not
trying to turn him into a cripple. The water was pleasant.
The idea of “pleasant” and the word “trial” once again pro-
vide some kind of familiar impulse. The Face-Maker is
splashing in the water now, snorting as he swims and shak-
ing his head about, and already on his guard, the way a cat
might seem to be just lying there, with his eyes closed, doz-
ing, but all the bird has to do is come within range of a sin-
gle leap. And when they fasten the sensors to his body, he
manages to experience the contact an instant before it hap-
pens, so the reaction scale stays at zero.

Meanwhile, the Official carries on talking about the
Face-Maker, about how marvelous it is that the control fig-
ures have been exceeded, and he honestly doesn’t really
know what to think about it. In passing, the Official ex-
plains that he’s there all the time, and this is a trial for him
as well, and it’s still impossible to say who’s suffering the
most and what the consequences might be for the Official,
because he and the Face-Maker are like communicating
vessels, sharing a single destiny, and God forbid that the
Face-Maker might not survive it all, there’s no way to guess
the exact limit... They’re trying to guess it by putting ten
control groups through the trial in parallel with him, and
they’ve had to replace all the control subjects twice already,
but he still doesn’t have enough data for what he needs, and
in order to protect the Face-Maker, the others are one trial
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ahead of him, but very often the controls are no help in ex-
plaining how the Face-Maker behaves or what he’s capable
of. And that little deception the Official permitted himself
with the red key wasn’t actually his own idea, it was an im-
provisation of the trial manager’s, and the Face-Maker
would soon see that was really the case, because the trial
manager was only material for conducting the experiment,
and now the Official would deal with him in the same way
as he had dealt with female One Hundred and Five. Even
though he understands everything perfectly well, for some
reason the Face-Maker begins to feel a certain liking and
trust for the Official, for there is not a single word in what
he says that arouses any doubt or revulsion in the Face-
Maker. We are basically made very simply, no better bait
exists for us than nobility, sympathy and magnanimity, and
we climb on to the hook ourselves at the very first word of
kindness. Once again the Face-Maker attunes himself to the
Official’s words, and at this moment he realizes that the
wall of the aquarium has turned dark, and his head has al-
ready been pushed down into the water by a lid that is just
as dark, and then he realizes that he is under the water...
The very first thing you have to do is to stop breathing,
while your head is still working. You have to think about the
fact that the Muse is waiting for you, and that you have to
come home this evening and tell her something that will
cheer her up, such as: I had a very good day today. He
even begins imagining how the Muse will press herself
against his cloak, and how she’ll start to cry, because she
understands anyway, only she doesn’t want to upset him,
even though maybe not everything’s all right at work, but
then, what does “all right” mean when she can leave any
time she likes, she doesn’t depend on anybody there, for the
Muse leaving doesn’t necessarily mean being given Depar-
ture.
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There’s nothing left to breathe. Nothing but a little
mouthful of water. Yes, yes, maybe, the reaction was uncon-
scious, a reaction of trust that went beyond reason — it was
intuition: he simply had to transfer his body into an uncon-
scious state, almost to die. To stop breathing and hold out
was not easy, but he would hold out. He wasn’t a man at all,
he was nothing but dead tissue that had been put into the
water, he was a striped robe that had been thrown into the
water, he was a bird that the Official had already crushed in
his strong fingers. There was the pink foam already, and
there was the film glazing his eyes. No, he had to wait for the
Muse. Muse, I have to wait for you, you live in fear now, yes-
terday you saw the way the scalpel went in. Oh God, now his
body was swelling up and he was being drawn upwards, but
no, it was ice, a thawed spot on the river with a thin crust, he
simply had to hit it harder with his head, that was all — dark,
fragile, half-melted spring ice, right, here we go at top speed,
with the head. Again and again, like breaking through a wall
with your head. It’s broken, he’s alive, a gulp of air and then
no more. Another layer, another one — blue, he can already
see the sky, he can already see the tree up there, like in his
childhood, another thin layer and then it looks as though he
really will be able to breathe. His head hurts, there’s some-
thing running down his face — his brains — but he needs to
hit it just once more. That’s the sky up there, get on with it,
then, you freak. Okay. It didn’t work there, so now try here.
Ah-ah, a black shape, so you can’t do it here, it’s the bottom
of a barge, that’s happened before. Female One Hundred and
Five is waiting for you. Stop. This is really hard now. It’s
harder for her, of course, but you’re a master at sewing up an
eye so that it sees your fingers and your body — the barge has
gone past. Hit it.

It was just somebody’s joke. It wasn’t the bottom of a
barge at all — just the soft vague mushy form of an in-

397



verted house. But then why the feeling of the blow? In
order to bring you round, so you know you’re still alive?
What a good thing you spent the night with female One
Hundred and Five, she loves you so much. But then why
is there a woman lying beside you with the hem of her
shirt pulled up, laughing? It’s the Muse. Why is the Muse
lying there and laughing? Of course, how could you pos-
sibly compare with her — she’s the Great Face-Maker’s
partner, and what would you want with Great Women
anyway? They’re all old, because while their partner’s
clambering up the ladder, they grow old with him and
they have dangling breasts and bellies that hang in folds.
One Hundred and Five, my own little smooth one, I
wouldn’t change you for anyone, do you hear me, I don’t
need anyone else at all.

The body slowly sinks to the bottom of the aquarium,
turns over and remains lying there with its mouth clamped
tightly shut and its eyes closed, motionless and lazy, with
its legs spread apart and its crushed arms jutting out in
different directions.

Is he ready or not? Should we wait, or might we wait
too long? The Official pressed up so hard against the glass
that his face seemed to have fused with it, and if the Face-
Maker had seen that image, looking as though it had been
squashed flat by a caterpillar track, he would certainly
have been filled with compassion for the Official, the same
compassion that the Official attempts to win from every-
one, even the people he processes personally before De-
parture. He sincerely wants people to understand his pain
and just how difficult it is for him to be the instrument of
God. Unfortunately, in the present case, unjust though it
may be, the Face-Maker is unable to satisfy this perma-
nent craving, for there is no Face-Maker, there is just a
striped robe swaying at the bottom of the aquarium, rip-
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pling its long blue sleeves with the white stripes like a fish
rippling its fins, without the slightest relation to the Face-
Maker.

Vil

he night continued but the Muse couldn’t sleep. She

got up and there were strange thoughts in her head,

not like any she’d ever had before. Yesterday evening
with the Face-Maker they’d set out the previous day on
the chess board and recalculated all the moves as they
played them through once again, not rushing things, but
taking everything one move at a time. And the difference
had been demonstrated quite clearly between thinking
slowly together and thinking alone instantaneously.

But sometimes (and perhaps not so very rarely for the
Face-Maker) the instantaneous decisions were absolutely
accurate, the only possible ones. The Muse didn’t need to
be told that was how things sometimes were, because she
herself was like the Face-Maker in this way. But after-
wards, later — and there was a certain satisfaction and
unhurried inspiration even in this — a new decision could
emerge, and sometimes three moves were all equal, as
though uniqueness had tripled itself without becoming
any less convincing or real.

It was probably really a great happiness — living
every day as hope. Just a little bit higher, now. And all
those times when a day replayed over again, the way
they did it every week, had helped the Face-Maker and
the Muse to behave more kindly, more generously and
magnanimously, and at the same time more intelligent-
ly. And even in the most specific of actions there was
scope for inspiration, and then it became the only pos-
sible one, because some detail or other made it more
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unusual than the most intelligent decision reached in
advance.

But now the Face-Maker had withdrawn into himself,
probably because there was no Face-Maker any more,
there was only the Great Face-Maker, and beyond that for
her, the uninitiated, there was only the Day of Departure,
and that was by no means the best thing to look forward
to, push it away, as far away as possible. There was no
need any more to resolve every day in a new and different
way, everything had already happened anyway, what else
could happen? Now there was nothing left but ordinary
weekdays, which were all cold and empty, and the only
concern remaining was not to lose what they already had.

The Muse must be nothing but a stupid woman after
all, just a dumb bitch. She can’t even begin to imagine that
everything’s just beginning. She regrets all the good times
that are past and she shakes her head as she thinks about
all those gray weekdays, and every now and then she gives
a little shriek or a groan, but why, God help her, she
doesn’t know herself. Just now when she went over to the
shower she was very nearly sick. What’s going on? She
always used to love the warm rain rolling down over her
body. It’s like being out on the street, only you’ve got
nothing on, and the rain is just as strong and it kneads at
your body and the steam rises from your skin, as though
it’s earth thawing in the spring, and your entire body be-
comes light and fluid, and you can raise your hands, throw
back your head and close your eyes and stroke the falling
streams with your skin. But today as soon as she even
went close she almost puked.

Okay, if there’s no way, there’s no way. The Muse sat
back down on the bed and pulled on her housecoat, her
hands stretched out on her knees, tired and feeble. She
tried to get up. She felt she was about to faint. She stood
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up. It all seemed to have passed off now. No, you have to
go to work. It’s time. Too much idleness and waiting and
you won’t even be the Muse any more. It’s time.

She should at least splash her face with water. The
nausea rose in her throat again. Okay, damn the water an-
yway. She got dressed. She went out early, in order to
leave behind the alarm that was growing inside her here,
in the house.

Probably when you’ve overeaten — too many rooms,
too much quiet, too much waiting — you just have to open
the door and get out. And then think about home again
when you’re at work and long to be there, but you can’t go.
And then the longing for quiet will return, and you can
love it once again. And everything will pass off, she decid-
ed, all by itself.

The Muse went out into the street, and the rain em-
braced her in its usual manner, tensed her body and drove
her along, pressing her down towards the earth.

X

ord God, how infinite is the space you have placed be-

tween “too much” and “too little”. Like meat — too

little fire and it’s raw, too much and the meat’s tough,
you have charcoal instead of reddish flesh... Or like cof-
fee — if it’s boiled, if the foam has risen beyond a unique,
mysterious point, then it’s spoiled, and if the foam hasn’t
reached that point, the taste is wrong too. But no matter
how infinite (or tiny) this space may be, there is still a way
to squeeze into it, like settling yourself into an armchair,
and then to stretch out your legs and take a breather.

And that is what the Official does. Eyes turned in-
wards, eyelids lowered, hands on belly, legs — long ones —
stretched straight out, feet collapsed outwards. From time
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to time, like the pointers on weighing-scales, they perform
circular motions, as though somewhere inside himself the
Official is placing something on the pans of the scales and
his feet are showing whether the weight is excessive or
trivial. A coarse mechanism, the human weighing-scales,
without any divisions or precision. But what does that
matter, when you’re taking a breather that’s quite good
enough. The dressing-gown is striped white and blue, and
through our half-closed eyelids we observe it keenly. In
general it’s the stuff of fairly ordinary life, the usual week-
day. What person condemned to Departure has not en-
dured harsher trials, only to come to an end, to break off
abruptly on one of them? Not everybody survives even the
Face-Maker’s operations. But on the other hand, it must
be said that the Face-Maker is being treated gently, be-
cause this is not just a trial, it’s training as well.

Today, to put it in more precise terms, was a “happy
trial”. It contained the meaningful element of “what for”,
it wasn’t simply meant to keep on bending someone until
they finally broke, so it wasn’t important to wonder
whether he would survive or he wouldn’t, because in every
person there is a point beyond which he will break, like a
rubber ball under a steam hammer, like a bird in the palm
of the Husband, like a copper pipe in a vice, the rubber
insulation between two wires — squeeze, press, stretch,
and even the most flexible...

Aha, it seems the dressing-gown has begun to stir.
Raised its head. No, it’s gone still again. Still too early.

In his many years of work the Official has observed so
many of these people condemned to Departure, that he
has become able to tell in advance at almost exactly which
stage in which trial a person will come to his end point.

The Official stood up and approached the glass. He ac-
tually felt sorry for the man lying there. A humiliating kind
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of word, that: sorry. Or perhaps it wasn’t humiliating, if he
assumed that it was himself lying there on the bottom and
quietly flapping his blue-striped sleeves to and fro?

The Face-Maker just lay there, not even existing, not
knowing that as from today the time allowed for the Trial
had been halved. There was unrest in the City. They had to
move faster. It was an order.

X

he Face-Maker didn’t feel them lift him up, lay him out

on the table, put the mask on his face and pump the

water out of him — the pleasant, warm water at about
twenty-five degrees, the temperature that he could tell
simply with a touch of his fingers — then put an instru-
ment on his chest that made his heart move and cover the
Face-Maker with a sheet, so that when he came round he
wouldn’t get a fright and take the top of the table for the
bottom of the aquarium.

And about four hours later, exactly at the time when
the Muse went to work, the Face-Maker began to come
round.

“My gills hurt”, was the Face-Maker’s first complaint.

What came after that made even less sense: when the
familiar eyes of the Official appeared leaning over him, he
stirred his fins and wanted to get up, but they wouldn’t let
him. The Official wasn’t really there. It was a woman he’d
never met before.

“I’'m your doctor,” she said. “In fact, I'm actually the
Joint Chairperson of the Commission.”

“Joint Chairperson,” the Face-Maker took the name in
with unexpected understanding. That means their own
people are dealing with me. It means so far nothing’s
changed.
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Then he complained about his gills again, and de-
manded that they move the instrument cupboard in his
office from the right side to the left. Because the flames
had to be on the right, and although the cupboard was
transparent, it prevented the flames from roasting the pa-
tient’s face properly. And the patient (the operation was in
full swing), was not just anybody, it was the Official.

He asked for something to drink. He took a sip and was
immediately sick. His organism simply rejected the water.
You can’t give a dog a piece of poisoned meat twice.

The Face-Maker couldn’t remember what had hap-
pened to him the previous night. The last event retained
by his memory was leaving his former office. Then how
was the Official tied up in all this?

His memory began reeling back to an obvious absurdi-
ty — the combination of the Face-Maker’s office and an
operation on the Official. The Official’s happy-looking
face emerged out of the fog.

“You’re a woman,” said the Face-Maker, “the Joint
Chairperson — I know you.”

“Of course,” said the Official, “definitely a woman,
most definitely. An excellent idea,” said the Official,
“a woman. A broad, to put it in simple terms.” And the
Official winked at him and looked around him in fright.
“And every broad,” — it was clear that the Official was
telling the Face-Maker a terrible secret — “is the Official.”

At this point the Face-Maker finally realized that it re-
ally was the Official standing in front of him, and from
that moment his memory slipped back into place, the way
a dislocated joint slips back into place in the skilled hands
of a doctor.

“I’'m ready,” the Face-Maker said immediately, and he
tried to get up. He tried to help himself by pulling on the
edge of the blanket that was covering him, and the blanket
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shifted, but the Face-Maker was left lying there. The lower
edge of the blanket stopped exactly at his knees.

“Of course you’re ready,” The Official-Broad had never
for a moment doubted his unusual capabilities. She picked
up the Face-Maker herself and stood him on the floor. And
then she said: “Walk!”

The Face-Maker began to fall. Then suddenly his body
remembered the feeling when the Face-Maker was stand-
ing in front of his own desk after the Commission, and his
knees had suddenly begun to give way, and then the Face-
Maker had laughed and told himself: “Don’t be stupid,
you’re perfectly alright!” He repeated the phrase, and just
like that time, it helped. Because the Face-Maker took a
step, clutching the blanket, and moved in the direction of
the armchair, so that everyone would simply understand
that he wanted to sit down for a while. The way it is in
boxing after a powerful blow: so that your opponent won’t
know that you’re feeling groggy, you carry on throwing
seemingly perfectly correct and logical blows, and you
even move about, although your head has gone soaring off
somewhere like an artillery shell and is spinning round
and round over there with the rest of the world. And then,
still spinning like a billiard ball, it comes back to its pock-
et, that is, to your shoulders. Your opponent is astonished
when you thrash the air in a place where he no longer is,
and it must be said that this astonishment or sympathy for
you may often not go unpunished. You’ve already man-
aged to gather your wits, your head is sitting there firmly
in the netting of its pocket. And you...

The Joint Chairperson is humane. The Official even
more so.

“He needs a rest. He needs sleep.”

An injection. The Face-Maker falls asleep right there in
the armchair. And he doesn’t hear the Joint Chairperson
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telling the Official about her night with the Husband and
both of them hooting with laughter. It doesn’t bother the
Face-Maker in the slightest.

Xi

hat, tell me, could possibly bother the Face-Maker,
Wthe finest greyhound in the City, as he rushes

around a long, long, circular road, as fine a track as
any you could possibly imagine — uphill or across a ditch,
downhill or across a vertical wall, and his stride is easy, his
body stretches out, and every paw finds a foothold in the
air, and they move the body along like oars in the water
pushing along a boat. A single jump. A hop. Run on. A
leap. A jump. And it doesn’t matter if there is a shot to the
right or to the left, and somebody’s shadow has twisted in
the air. Up ahead, to the side, beyond the bend there is a
popping sound, a squeal, a brief struggle, then rain and
more rain. His body stretches out on the air, seeming at
least twice as big as the Face-Maker himself, it seems
about to expand even further, and his paws shoot out
ahead of him like arrows from a bow, they fly on, his belly
scrapes against the air and grows hot from his speed.
Speed, there is nothing in his head except speed, because
he knows the condition of success is more speed, faster
than speed itself, use the road to define your possibilities
and ah! How well he pierced the air, how well he has leapt
that ditch without even noticing it. Ahead of him around
the circle almost all the days have begun to spin and fuse
into a single leap, a single flight, and the only thought in
his head is — faster, faster and you’ll win the race, just one
more circuit. Only one thought, and somewhere up ahead
maybe not even one, maybe he’s forgotten, maybe a barri-
er will appear (or maybe it won’t), just like that, out of no-
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where, right across the road, and then — stamp on the
brakes, stop dead as if you're suddenly rooted to the
ground, until they lift you out, because... but what is this
“because”, what is this knowledge, this caution, when the
Face-Maker can feel it — just one more effort and there it
is! It really is — more speed, more, more, teeth bared, sali-
va flying through the rain, the goal — there it is across the
road, howl! howl! and sound the horn — and that’s it al-
ready, bigger and faster than he imagined it, smoothly
now, even higher and more thrusting and more inelucta-
ble — onwards to victory! And he flew on through some-
thing white, light, rising gently into his face all at once
from around a bend, without even feeling the leap, or any-
thing at all: could that really have been the barrier? Every-
thing inside him lit up brightly in joy, it was that easy and
he hadn’t been expecting it, and now there was nothing
left around him, everything was light, and everything was
flight, only the light was somewhere there behind him
now, and everything was still there ahead of him; with his
paws jutting out and his triangular face with the teeth
bared in a spiral along the throat on the outside of the
crushed, broken animal, like a raw, fresh hide pulled inside
out, his body flopped down on to the grass in the rain. And
then skidded on by force of inertia, without stopping.

“It’s time.” The Official is shaking the Face-Maker by
the shoulder.

“Stop it.” The Face-Maker answers by rubbing his face
with his hands.

And instantly the dream evaporates from his memory.
Has something really been happening all this time, has it
happened or not? Why is his body shattered? His hands?
His fingers? As nimble and flexible as usual. That means
everything’s in order. That means really not a single hair
on his head... That means part of the trial is already be-
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hind him, and perhaps the greater part... But could it real-
ly be the greater part? And immediately a new steel ring
clicks into place in the chain of the conversation. Find out
from the Official — what comes next?

“Will you go home now or shall we carry on?” What
freedom, the Official has even leant down over the Face-
Maker, as much as to say, whatever you wish.

“No, whatever you want to do,” the Face-Maker said,
baring his teeth in a grin.

“It’s really quite an easy trial, perhaps even the easiest
of all,” was what the Face-Maker heard the Official say.

Well, of course he would be strong enough for an easy
one. He wiped his face with a hand that he had dipped into
the water and his eyes began to see more clearly. His
hands touched the skin, and they began dancing such a
lively dance, that if you were to put a scalpel in them.

“Well then?” The Official winked. “Shall we get down
to work? Soon there’ll be real work to be done.”

There will, thought the Face-Maker. What are all your
doubts by comparison with that... Yes, the Face-Maker is
in no fit condition, of course, to carry on listening to every
intonation in the Official’s speech, to listen and compare
and study it like the detailed map of the circulation of the
blood in the body which he knows off by heart and which
probably, even during the test for compassion, even at the
most terrible moment, he could have imagined quite
clearly; he even remembered that when the scalpel en-
tered the leg he had seen in his mind’s eye which muscles
had been damaged and which had been destroyed. In just
the same way he had heard every word and every phrase
not just as certain signs possessing an external meaning,
but as material for a reply to many questions, as signs of
what was invisible to the eye. But now he was deaf, now all
he could access was that external level of the sign, its pri-
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mary meaning. Now all he heard was that there would be
work to do, and that was the end of it.

What condition the Official was in, the degree of falsehood
or inaccuracy in his information, the Official’s attitude to him
at this particular moment and his attitude to him in general, all
of which only yesterday the Face-Maker would have extracted
instantly from the words he heard — it was all inaccessible to
him now. But then what attitude could the Official have to
him? His personal attitude was one thing, and his working atti-
tude was another. Oho, thought the Face-Maker, I may be fall-
ing a long way short in analysis and knowledge, but I still seem
to be thinking in the same old way.

“An easy one? All right,” said the Face-Maker, “I think
we can manage just one more easy one for today, and then
take a breather.”

Xil

he Joint Chairperson sits the Face-Maker in an im-
.I-mense copper chair and fastens on the sensors. We’ve

seen this before — it’s the usual beginning, but then,
of course, it’s not entirely usual. The tall, white room is
usual, but this is the first time for the copper chair with
the high back and, just look, there are curtains that close
right in front of the Face-Maker’s nose, like in the theatre.
Again he finds himself alone. Bright light. Confess, now,
you were really scared when that wheezing began, and
what if it had been glass again, you hate being inside glass
now. But you shouldn’t be thinking about such nonsense.
No doubt repetitions are possible, but only on a different
level. Anyway, never mind, let’s try getting a bit more
comfortable in this chair.

Aha, so now the Official and the Joint Chairperson
have gone, we’re all on our own. But then how do I know?
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Just because I can’t see them, it doesn’t mean they’re not
here. Think! Think! Reason. Aha, so here’s a model... If 'm
not here, then everything that surrounds me will not be
here inside me, and if it’s not here inside me, that means...
To judge from my thinking technique, the effects of the
shock clearly haven’t passed off yet, but then, on the other
hand, I can already think about the impossibility of the
complete perception and analysis of the information pro-
vided by the Official. How’s my brain coping now? Better...
It feels like it’s beginning to move, like a car starting from
a standstill, like a stone falling into an abyss, like a dog
from under a wheel. My hands? Wiggle those fingers, each
one of them fastened tight to the armrest with a ring of
copper so wide that you can still wiggle them. Still, it’s not
that easy.

The Face-Maker felt his fingers come away from the
copper with some difficulty. It wasn’t because of fatigue or
cramp. Inside himself he could feel his fingers quite as
well as during his very finest operations. Could everything
that he had been through really in some sense help him
and even prepare him to some degree to tolerate exces-
sively heavy workloads? Perhaps there really was some
wisdom in the sequence of the trials, perhaps the Official
himself really was dependent on the outcome of the trial?
Stop. The dog dug all four paws hard into the sand and
came to a total standstill. Small blue sparks had begun
passing between his fingers and the copper. No sooner did
his fingers come away from the surface of the armrests
than they were forced violently away from the inner sur-
face of the rings. An invisible spring unwound from his
fingers and struck him in the shoulder. His shoulder
swelled up. It hurt. The Face-Maker grimaced — that was
the first time he’d been hurt externally. No reaction. It
hurt, but even so, it was easier than the trial for compas-
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sion. In general, it’s quite useful to experience pain your-
self, because afterwards, when you’re fixing up your pa-
tients, you’re protected against compassion by your own
pain. In this case it could be regarded as payment for pain
inflicted, and that’s fair as well — for some reason he re-
called the fact that the operations, even for those with a
Name, were carried out with almost no pain-killers, so
that the results would be valued all the more highly, and
for half of the second and final part of the operation the
face was already fully sensitive to pain. Probably it was
really painful; he wondered what degree of pain he would
tolerate himself, after a lifetime spent causing pain in the
name of the patient’s improvement. Generally speaking,
almost every one of those who had acquired a name or a
high-ranking number. and especially those whose natural-
ly-given face bore little resemblance to the Image, had
something in their heads, will-power, for instance, but you
also needed to have a body that would tolerate repeated
Operations of Likeness, and there were people who had
operations almost continuously in order to keep on mov-
ing up the social order. Brrrr... What was his pain, the
Face-Maker’s, compared to that! A rough stone with
pointed edges tumbled down the Face-Maker’s shoulder
into his belly. Aaaaagh — but the scream was somewhere
inside, because the stone, or perhaps it was nothing but a
ball of glass splinters, began revolving even faster, and the
pain moved higher, into his throat, his eyes, his brain. I
can’t take any more — I want to keep my eyes... And ex-
ternally — yet another layer of thoughts concerning the
scream and the pain and the blood. The blood flows with
every word, and the pain is the very simplest thing that
they have in this trial. The upper layer is already soaked in
blood, now it has flowed down into the lower layer, and
everything down there is screaming and there are other
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thoughts above them, this is still not all there is, I can have
more, I can have more. We’ve all had a name already, or
perhaps we will have one, perhaps the sweat springs out on
the palms of our hands when we want to listen to music...
but now you can’t deceive it any more, you can’t weave any
more spells with delirium, it’s got you now, and the glass
has exploded and every fragment is stuck there inside you,
but thank God, after an instant it has come flying out. Now
it’s shaking the walls, the walls get bigger and smaller in
turns, like a pendulum, the sheet of paper on the table is as
big as a cathedral, and then it’s no bigger than a speck of
dust, and your heart is swinging to and fro beside it, and the
splinters have moved over there, and so has the Mu-u-
ussss... I'm not swaying, it’s only the glass that’s swaying
back and forth like that, my eyes aren’t swaying. Is he
screaming? Ah, I’'ve already screamed, you’re wrong if you
think that I haven’t screamed, I can scream inside myself.
And up here, at the beginning of my throat — all right, on
my tongue — there’s a small featherless fledgling, but it’s
not a bird. Squeeze it for me, Muse, ask someone, Muse, ask
someone else quickly if you can’t do it yourself. Let him
squeeze it, let him hold it, let him crush my scream, let eve-
rything be wet with blood, only stop these walls from mov-
ing, I can’t stand my foot growing so huge that it steps on
itself, I don’t want to be crushed by my own foot, ah, my
bones are already crunching, stop this bird, this splinter, it’s
only blood and... But I thought I hadn’t held out, I thought I
hadn’t held out, the walls came together and choked each
other, the big ones and the little ones, and the sheet of pa-
per, and the foot turned over on it, and my head cracked
under my foot like a nut, where did I get such heavy feet
from, very odd, that, when I walked here I moved so lightly.
Very odd, that, I walked here, and now I'm sitting here,
and the final splinter’s got stuck somewhere close to my
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throat, I have to spit it out, that’s all, and then I can open
my eyes. What else? There’s no pain, somehow. And my
fingers don’t hurt. They’re simply shaking. What a pity I
haven’t got any head. But then a smashed head is less im-
portant than my fingers. How lucky I am my fingers didn’t
end up under my feet and get cracked like nuts, but then
they probably wouldn’t have cracked like that, they’d have
broken more quietly. Go to the Muse after that, and she
wouldn’t understand that you used to have beautiful slim
fingers, so you wouldn’t be able to go at all. That’s inter-
esting, now, a squashed head pronounces “o0” like “I”. And
“f” from the side, like “I”, and all the other sounds, like a
car under a heavyweight press, from the side, like “I”. And
the eyes see everything differently — a house looks like a
sheet of paper, and a sheet of paper like... it doesn’t see
that at all. The blue sparks don’t hurt at all — it’s actually
quite beautiful, it’s even good for me in some ways. But
then this trial is good for me too, this trial... stop, but you
said, thoughts covered in blood. This is a trial in blood,
and it’s not over yet. They promised you it would be easy,
and now you can see it really is. Ah, you idiot, and you
were so nervous about it, as if there wouldn’t be anything
more difficult than this, as though everything would come
to an end and there wouldn’t be anything at all any more.
There will be. And it will never come to an end. The trial is
endless and eternal, just like work. Hang on there, a trial
for work? Yes! And eternal? His deliberations entered a
layer which contained the knowledge that this was still
not pain and the thought of blood, as though the bloody
rag had rung itself out and turned pink — of course, you
fool, first the trial, and then work. And then work. A trial
for work.
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X

" ou’re looking well.”
The Face-Maker hadn’t noticed the curtains

parting. He hadn’t noticed? The sheet of paper
trembles, it’s not moving, but it’s only half at rest.

“Your four hours are up and you look just fine. Of
course,” — the Official shook his head and pursed his
lips — “I have to tell you that you were right at the lower
limit of the norm. The only thing that evens things up
a bit for you is the fact that you came out of the trial your-
self, which is something even you haven’t managed be-
fore. And so, you were saying you're ready for the next
one, there’s only...”

“I'want to go home.”

“Home? Now just you listen to me, there’s no question
of going home at this stage, we’re all in a hurry and every-
body wants to get this over with. I’ll tell you all about it
later, as a friend.”

“As a friend,” the Face-Maker smiled heavily, like a
corpse, “perhaps, as a friend, you’ll take my place in this
chair?”

Then the Official explained to him as though he was a
child that even if he did take his place, that wouldn’t
change a thing, because it was the Face-Maker who had to
do the work, not the Official. With his capabilities and
professional experience what he should be doing was get-
ting on with his own job, and if the Face-Maker was inter-
ested to know whether he’d ever received a dose of these
sweet pleasures, then yes, he had! And it was hard to say
whose figures were higher, although, of course, that had
been a rather different kind of trial, it had been more psy-
chological in nature, but then, who could say what kind of
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pain was the worse, moral or physical, and he, the Official,
couldn’t understand, that’s right, he couldn’t understand
the Face-Maker’s tone or what he was saying. And if tomor-
row it turned out that he could help the Face-Maker and
take his place in one of these trials, then he, the Official
(the Official pulled himself up to his full height and seemed
to change into someone the Face-maker didn’t recognize)
would certainly sit in that chair — and then he laughed: I'm
joking, I’'m joking. I won’t sit in it, except perhaps for the
sake of friendship. See what an act I've just put on, I'm just
playing the fool. But you note that the Official has stuck
close beside the Face-Maker all these days and has no in-
tention of leaving, even though he, the Official, has a lot of
things to deal with, even on an ordinary day. He has no in-
tention of leaving and he’s going to spend the entire trial
here with him, the Face-Maker, and by the way, one of
those who were tried to the limit and thanks to whom the
Face-Maker can now chat with him, the Official, and ask to
go home, without bothering to wonder how many lives his
success and his salvation today had cost — one of those
people, who no longer exist, was a genuine friend — yes,
yes, a friend of his, the Official’s, to whom he owed this very
face (the Official’s finger prodded cautiously at the skin of
the cheek slightly below the right eye) and his name. And
he, the Official, owed his friend much more in his life than
he owed the Face-Maker, and he should have been there to
see the last few seconds of his friend’s life, and at least lend
him a glance of support, if not halt the trial, but!.. He had
stayed here with the Face-Maker, and not because the Face-
Maker was dearer to him than his friend, but because the
truth was dearer to him, and today the truth and the Face-
Maker were one and the same. And perhaps he was suffer-
ing in his heart just as much as any other man, perhaps in
his heart he was still a man too.
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The Official lowered his eyes and the corners of his lips
and grunted like a piglet, and a single tear crept down
across his cheek and fell to the floor. Strange, thought the
Face-Maker — it fell on the floor but it didn’t burn through
it. The blue sparks touched his hand again. He didn’t even
flinch.

“You’re talking me round again.”

“It’s just that we have to hurry.” The Official dried his
eyes, for at this moment his eyes had swollen up and an-
other drop had fallen, like water dripping into a toilet
bowl.

“I'want to go home.”

The Joint Chairperson pressed herself very hard against
the Face-Maker and unfastened a sensor. The Face-Maker
stood up himself, and he felt infinitely light, so light he
could probably have flown — he had no body at all. He set
down his right foot, the one he had crushed himself with,
and flinched at his own thought. His leg was trembling,
and so was the other, but it felt light, like a broken arm
when the plaster is removed, lighter than the other one.

“Take me home.”

The Official gestured hopelessly. The Joint Chairperson
brought cloaks for herself and the Face-Maker.

And then his consciousness was abruptly switched off.
When the Face-Maker came round, he saw that he was
lying in a strange room and the Joint Chairperson was sit-
ting opposite him in an armchair and watching him. She
was wearing nothing but a dressing-gown. He looked at
her, then at himself...

“Did we do it together?” the Face-Maker half-asked,
half-stated.

She shook her head:

“In the state you’re in, people die, they don’t sleep
with anyone else.”
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Then the Face-Maker tried to pull the pull the blanket
up over him, and with her help he managed it.

“Of course, if we had, you wouldn’t be pulling up the
blanket now.”

“I wouldn’t be pulling up the blanket,” said the Face-
Maker, “and you fasten your robe and close your legs.”

“Anyone would think I excite you. At the Commission
every one of your female patients has told me that when
you lean down and press your chest against her on the table
she starts to go wild, and there’s no need for any anesthetic,
but you always act as though you were made of wood.”

“D’you think I don’t know all about that? But when a
woman’s aroused she forgets about pain and she doesn’t
get in the way of my work.”

“I wouldn’t get in your way either.” She dropped her
dressing-gown to the floor. It lay there at her feet, and it
looked as though she wasn’t standing on the floor, but had
risen above it, and she might fly away altogether, and she
had to be held.

“In order to make love, I have to feel love.”

“That’s all very fine for you, you have a fine life alto-
gether. Unfortunately, the most I can count on is sleeping
with someone just for the sake of it. I'm sorry.” She bent
down to the floor, pulled on her dressing-gown and fas-
tened it. “I simply didn’t know that your heart is so pure
and virginal: it’s like goat’s shit that’s been lying in the
sun for a week, like a knife with the blood of the murdered
man wiped away, like a gob of spittle that’s been spread
across a face. A thick scum for which everything is going
well and which can make love, so it seems, only if it loves,
and then exceptionally, and will never permit itself to
lower its face to a face lifted up to it. What do you know
about us here, who spend the night slaving away after the
nightmare of the day, watching souls and bodies twitching
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in agony before your eyes, when the foam covers the lips
and the arms break and the tears and the blood come out
with the eyes and fall on your eyes in the darkness, flow
into your mouth and trickle across your belly and your
arms, and you twitch together with them, and it goes on
not just for a day or an hour or a night, but for all your life,
and in the meantime you’re rocking your well-adjusted
spinal column regularly backwards and forwards — go on
living in your repulsive state of holiness. It’s a pity we
have to take care of you, or I’d be the first to stick a piece
of rusty old iron into you, not into female One Hundred
and Five, but into you, like a knife into a rubber ball, with
my own hand and then twist it there with both hands, so
that at least once the blood would come gurgling out of
you, and the life with it, and you’d die slowly — the way
people die when they’ve been badly beaten and then
dumped somewhere, unable to do anything about it.”
While she was speaking her eyes opened wide and large
and then they began to spin, as though someone was wav-
ing a torch in circles right under his nose, and there was a
smell of burning wool and scorched flesh.

The Face-Maker trembles violently, his pain returns,
the pieces of glass come flying out of his skin and they
scratch the hand clutching at his heart, the floor has
turned upside down, and the earth has followed it — and
now the Face-Maker is falling upwards, clutching at the
door-handle, and overcame by fear at the thought that he
might not be able to hold on. The Face-Maker pulls the
handle towards himself as hard as he can, and his hands
rip off...

The blanket has been thrown off on to the floor. She is
lying beside him.

“If only you knew how wonderful you are. If only you
knew how wonderful you really are,” — and the Joint
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Chairperson weeps and weeps, and she caresses the Face-
Maker with her strong, sensitive fingers.

Now the Face-Maker is flying again, in order to come
to his sense in his own bed and not know whether any-
thing happened or it didn’t. Because he’s dressed and he’s
lying here, in his own bed. The Muse isn’t here yet. She’s
at work. But how does he know that she’s at work? How
does he know that She’s at work? The question is asked in
turn by the Husband and the Wife, standing there in front
of him, and the Official and the Joint Chairperson, and the
Chairman asks disapprovingly:

“But how do you know that she’s still at work?”

“I don’t know,” the Face-Maker confesses quite sincerely,
“I haven’t got the slightest idea. I know that...” Stop, stop,
stop. What about the trial? They haven’t told him anything
about the result, have they? He goes back to the office him-
self. After feeling lost for a while, he manages to find the
door he entered the first time. Inside it’s quiet, there’s no-
body there. But then, out from behind the curtain, the white
curtain, a woman appears. She knows, of course, why he’s
come. She asks him to calm down. She’ll tell him everything.
They warned her that he was bound to come back. The re-
sults of the trial were within the normal range, except that it
was ended by his deliberate return to consciousness, but he
already knows that, because they’ve already told him. And
the Face-Maker is surprised that she knows all of this so well.
Perhaps he really has been told everything already, for in-
stance, the fact that the Muse is still at work.

“Didn’t they tell you about where I’d been after the la-
boratory, at home, at my place or somewhere else?..” The
Face-Maker watches her face, as though he’s thrown a
stone into water, to see whether there will be any rings on
the surface or not. If he’s thrown it into a bog, there won’t
be any. Not a single ring. Not a single excess sound.
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“At home.”

“Thank God for that.”

He believes her, but perhaps that’s because he wants to
believe her. Okay. He stood the test, and that’s more im-
portant than anything else. It’s not worth spending the
rest of his life wondering whether he slept with that wom-
an or not. He stood the test, and that’s the certain truth.
But why does he think he stood it? He didn’t really do too
brilliantly, if he had, his heart would ache differently. Dif-
ferently? Wait, what data have you got on what happened?
Memory. But why couldn’t it be a dream? So she removed
the sensors, and she pressed herself against me harder
than usual, or perhaps I imagined it and all the rest is
nothing but a dream too. But is the other version possible?
It is. The wall sways, It sways again. God preserve us from
not knowing something. But what do you need to know
for? Simply in order to know what really happened and
what is happening.

XIV

oday the Joint Chairperson wouldn’t even see the Hus-
.I-band. The Muse came home a little later than usual.

But one event has nothing to do with the other. The
Face-Maker also came home, in the company of a female
laboratory assistant. He could hardly make it. He went
straight to bed and was half-delirious again. He half-slept,
and the Muse walked around quietly, looking at him in a
way that was new.

Maybe I should give it all up, thinks the Face-Maker.
Move back down out of the Great Ones to my old name.
But no, not now I’'m already on the way. You can’t stop a
landslide half-way down the mountain. Or maybe you can
stop it, and you can choose a different mountain. Go on
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then, choose one. But for me it’s not simply a mountain,
it’s the only mountain. It’s the reason I’'m alive. And in-
stantly there was no more delirium.

“I don’t want anything else.” The face is fierce, harsh
and sinewy. The Face-Maker has never called out in his
sleep before.

“Hush, hush.” The Muse stops him. “I'm not arguing
with you. You said yourself that whoever suffers is right.
You’re suffering. That’s the main thing, and everything
else has to be measured against that. And against the fact
that we have seventeen years of life together behind us.
The fact that you’re suffering is in one pan of the scales,
and the seventeen years are in the other. Or the other way
round, the fact that you don’t suffer is weighed against the
seventeen years, and whatever is heavier, more important,
more enduring is the truth. And no word means a thing if
it is smaller than life and less real than life.”

The Face-Maker grows calmer and forgets that a mo-
ment ago his face was not the Face-Maker’s face, but his
brain has already been wound up and it needs movement,
and he begins thinking to himself about their seventeen
years, now that they’ve been tossed into his thoughts and
they’re jutting out there as obvious as a wall right in front
of your eyes, as obvious as a vast moat in front of a horse,
as obvious as a flame in front of a moth, and the Face-
Maker’s thoughts halt in front of this wall and start run-
ning on the spot, like the wheels of a truck that’s stuck in
the mud, you take stock of the situation, then take a break,
take stock, take a break and then step on the gas again,
and the lumps of mud go flying out from under the wheels,
and the truck sinks lower and lower, until you can hardly
see the ribbed black rings whirling around underneath
there, and there are hardly any more lumps of mud, and
the truck seems completely motionless, even though in-
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side everything’s humming and whirring, and there’s more
energy being spent than on running along at top speed.
But it doesn’t budge, and there’s so much energy being
wasted, and the wheels of his thoughts carry on spinning.

XV

y Muse, you were faithful to me when I had nothing,
M no skill, no experience, no ability, when I was still a

student trying to learn what can never be learned.
You told me then that you were right and I shouldn’t
study. But I learned what could not be learned, and you
said that you had been wrong. You were faithful to me
when I forgot about you, when I stopped thinking that I
was living to serve you, that everything i did was only for
you, not for others, not in the name of some idea I had
invented, not in the name of the salvation of these little
people. I killed myself within myself in order to serve you,
but it didn’t happen straight away. You were faithful to me
when I lost my way and forgot that people really do need
help, that people really are waiting for the appearance of
the one who will save them, and they believe that there is
some power on earth that can change everybody’s life
some time. [ hadn’t realized that yesterday’s experience of
error makes them no longer capable of believing even in
the truth; they’re right, you can kill a lot of people and a
lot of things, but you can only believe in resurrection
once, and that’s already happened, and they don’t believe
in it any more. What should I do, I wondered. If people
don’t need you and if you don’t believe in what can help
them, or you believe that it will only help for a certain
time — two thousand years or a century — and then every-
thing will be confusion and chaos again. And then I
thought up a funny little idea: I hid the most important
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thing away inside myself and, no longer hoping ever to
reveal it to the human race, I began to serve you, the
Muse. Perhaps when they saw you, the people might un-
derstand something, perhaps one happy person means far
more than any words about happiness, perhaps one person
who has found peace means far more than any words
about peace; and I began to think that this was the truth.
Be faithful to me, Muse, or else how shall I help people if I
can’t save humanity through you!

The Face-Maker said all this to the Muse because what
was happening to him today was making him feel like a
beast facing a row of yawning pits that had just been un-
covered in front of him, with sharpened stakes thrust into
their bottoms, and a row of traps with their jaws gaping
wide and sprung ready to close, and crossbows pointed at
his face and wire nooses curled up in the grass like snakes.
All of this could be seen, it was all separate from him —
and it could all be avoided and overcome. But the trouble
was that this was the path that had to be followed, and
there was no way the beast could fly over it through the
air, all he could do was to shout to those following behind
him; “Turn back, go and cut down the trees, but don’t fol-
low me”, or he could bar the way of those who were fol-
lowing and fight them, in order to turn them aside from
the road, because the gaping pits had not been opened for
them yet, and the rainbow-shaped cross-bows had still not
been set up for them. The Face-Maker revealed all this to
the Muse, because tomorrow he might not be able to say
what he had said to himself, or say why he was crying the
way people who are bound hand and foot cry over a child
which is being worried by a dog, when all that’s needed is
a good kick to make it creep away, baring the teeth in its
mad muzzle. Any day, and therefore any trial, held power
over him as well. All these endless weekdays that tugged
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at him the way hungry wolves tug at a living bird, and the
spine cracks and the feathers fly and at any moment the
torn-off head will cover the eyes behind the clenched jaws
like a shroud, and the body will give a final couple of flaps
with its wings and become still between the teeth. But he’s
still alive, still alive, and so much is behind him now! Not
simply a lot, it’s an entire piece of life, the usual — or al-
most usual — life of an inhabitant of the City. Perhaps he
isn’t a bird at all, but a worm who has been set on a hook
and is not twisting and squirming because of the metal
point inside him, but out of his concern for humanity, his
understanding of its woes, because humanity itself is
squirming on a bent spike, and it can see how it’s torment-
ing its own like — by squirming itself and simply by being
humanity itself. His thoughts tried to change direction,
like a herd of stampeding sheep at the edge of a precipice,
with the ones behind pressing the others on, but ahead
there is the void, and the ones at the front, the ones who
have nowhere to go, manage to hold out on the edge of the
precipice, and they turn and run along the edge at the
same speed, at the risk of tumbling in and down at every
step.

Of course, he wasn’t a bird and he wasn’t caught on
teeth that were about to close, he was a worm, a smooth,
slithering, obsequious, repulsive creature, and if you
pulled him apart you’d get your hands covered in shit, if
you ripped open this huge white, fat, spongy body from
the top of the head to the tip of the tail, although how
can you tell where the head is and where the tail is with-
out bending down close to this huge trunk of a body, let
it croak there if it can’t set itself free. That idiotic bab-
bling about the Muse — that was all from facing that
electric chair every day, from having nothing to breathe
every day, from seeing scalpels pushed into eyes every
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day so that the blood gushed out into a red wall-eye, like
a geyser, like oil gushing up out of the ground into your
face, into your eyes. Agh, you can’t see, and you go back
to the electric chair again, because you’re obsessed with
the idea of creating a new face that will save the world.
All lies. Pharisaic jesuitry, and you know it. Take the
Muse by the legs and smash her head against the wall,
And then smash your own brains out against the same
wall, so that they run down the surface, more beautiful
than all the marble in the world, for brains are beautiful,
they are the worlds of the stars if you look at them
through huge lenses. Where are you, saviour, protect this
worm, unhook him, put him gently to bed, say that [ am
losing my way and that I don’t understand anything
about pain. Pain is noble and things have always been
like this and they will never be any different. There will
only be this fire, this splendid curved hook and this fish
that will swallow the barbed hook, and then a man will
rip out the hook and eat the fish, and distribute the left-
over and feed humanity, and in their gratitude they will
crucify him, exalting him above themselves, and they will
be saved by their sin. Worm. Hook. Fish. Man. Crucifixion
and then the worm again. That is the entirety of history,
and there has never been anything else, do you hear, you
worm that looks as much like a Face-Maker as rain is like
water, as much as an icicle dripping from the roof is like
water. As much as fresh steam is like water. Oh Lord...
What is the point of all this passion, if soon it will be
morning again and the trial again. And nothing will
change in anybody’s soul, except perhaps that life will be
a little kinder to others, think, think now... you little fool,
you need the hook too, as if you were any different from
the others.
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Xvi

nd once again the Muse calmed him, for what he was

saying was merely fatigue and the need for confession,

the need to cry out his pain, to scream it out, the need
for liberation, and that is not the only truth in a man,
there is also work and its faithfulness, there is tomorrow,
when it will be possible to do that for which the Face-
maker has carved out his path and followed it, and though
he may not have done it yet, and though time may propose
the form that exists within him, the Face-Maker, or it may
never happen at all, today at least, she, the Muse, is with
him, and today she believes that his time on God’s earth
has not been wasted, and it was not mere chance that
brought their lives together. The Muse speaks in such a
way that he doesn’t have to answer her, and he can close
his eyes and listen to her, resting his over-wound brain,
and he comes slowly to a halt, like a top in which the
movement is becoming exhausted, like sheep that have
unexpectedly exhausted their running. And putting his
arms round the Muse and turning her back to him, the
Face-Maker begins to fall asleep.

XVl

he streets are deserted at this hour, as though the rain
has washed away every living soul and every step rings
hollowly, like a single blow on a bell. The copper boot-
tips clink against the granite, and the granite rings inside
itself, but outside the rain rings even louder, faster than
the eye can follow it smashes against the stone and goes
swirling away into the stream. Ah, the rain of the recent
changes has been thicker and denser, it’s harder to breathe
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now. The Official never used to feel that it was hard simply
to walk along the street and breathe, but now he can feel it
in himself. How many times in the night, since he became
the Official, has he taken his own woman, his own partner,
through Trial and Departure so that he wouldn’t be de-
pendent on anyone else and wouldn’t be weak through
her, so that she wouldn’t get in his way at night when he
thrashed about in his bed (that came with the name —
screaming and choking in his sleep and waking at the
sound of his own scream) — so that he could wake up
calmly and there’d be nobody there, and he wouldn’t have
to explain anything to anyone, something that he mustn’t
explain, but which he couldn’t refuse to explain either:
how many times in the night had he wandered like this
along these streets, but it seemed to him that the rain on
them used to be quieter then. Or perhaps inwardly the
Official used to be calmer and simpler, and he could hear
the sound of his steps more clearly in the night, and he
used to relax, the only person in the entire City with the
right to walk the streets whenever the fancy took him.
Once there was a man who, during the first half of his
life, when he was happy, used to come to a room in a house
and stay there until the calm and the tenderness in his soul
had melted and trickled out and settled on the walls of the
room, so that it was comfortable, beautiful and quiet. And
then during the second half of his life the man would come
back to this same place when things were difficult and he
was struggling, and the room would heal him and return
what it had borrowed from him, and in returning it, the
room saved him. That was how the Official had calmed and
comforted himself during these nights — but now the
scythe had run across a stone. There was no more peace in
the night of the City; the rain and the quiet and the steps
were all the same, but there was no peace. After the Choice
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everything had shifted places, as though he had disturbed
some invisible equilibrium, but where and how he couldn’t
tell. Maybe he should call on some old friends, wake up one
of these who had survived, some female One Hundred and
Two, press himself against her and then go to sleep? Then
see the wheel start to turn the grindstone, and the sparks fly
from the knife, always more and more of them, until the
steel is about to come to an end and there’s no more point
in the stone whirling round, and now his hand’s tired — the
stone splits in two and the knife flies off to one side. The
rain quenches the steel, and it hisses, and is covered in a
blue sheen, and then his foot kicks the stone into the water,
so that the flood will carry away the fragments... and his
soul is barren and dead.

There is no need to go anywhere in order to avoid feel-
ing even a moment’s dependence on your weary longing
and your former human attraction to living beings. The
noise of the rain returned, it began drumming against his
cloak as though it was knocking at a door, stronger and
louder, more and more of it. And what does the rain care
whether the cloak covers the Official, and whether he is
the first citizen of the City, or whether every single inhab-
itant of the City depends on him — it lashes at his back, at
his face, flowing as indifferently down his body, as it flows
down the walls of the houses and the palace, as indiffer-
ently as it flows down the walls of the canals and along
their channels and through the City, out there beyond its
limits. The water is green and yellow. The Official thrust
his hand into the water, and it burnt him. Of course, all
that work. The canals were full. The water flowed along
almost up to the very edge, on a level with the pavement.
And still more work lay ahead.

The Commission was working round the clock. The la-
boratory assistant dipped his hand in some solution and
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the pain eased. The Official himself became calmer as
well, in some ways that kind of pain was convenient, it was
probably even a better distraction than a woman. The Of-
ficial stood up and put his arm round the back of female
Fifty-Five, the same hand that had held the whetstone fort
he knife, he remembered and chuckled briefly: there she
stood before him, all his, to the very tips of her fingers and
toes, by right of duty and friendship — and she didn’t
know what to do. Sometimes the Official would caress her,
and sometimes he would look at her, give a chuckle and
strike her a swinging blow — not too hard, so she wouldn’t
actually fall. She stands there, not knowing what to expect
today. But it’s alright, he doesn’t hit her, he doesn’t caress
her, his mouth just twists into a grin, like pair of a rusty
doors that have crept apart — off you go. And she goes
back to the chair at her desk, to doze until the morning —
she might have as much as an hour left before the begin-
ning of the Face-Maker’s next trial.

Xvii

n hour before the trial the Face-Maker is sleeping and
Adreaming that he can’t wake up, and he’s struggling

and hammering on the door and beating his head
against it, because he has to wake up, and he only forgot
for a instant how it’s done. But any moment now he’ll re-
member the secret, it was just the resistance of life that
made him forget everything. And he has to wake up, he
absolutely has to, because he might be late for the Com-
mission, and he won’t be in time for his trial, and he’ll
never find out what comes next. But the Muse has already
woken up and jumped to her feet. She watches him
threshing and flailing as he tries to wake up, and then she
tries to wake him, and she slaps his cheeks and pours wa-
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ter on him, and they’ve already come for him, and the
Face-Maker struggles even harder out of his sleep towards
the Muse. Now the Muse and the man who has come shake
the Face-Maker together. Anything but that, don’t let the
Face-Maker become ill with sleep, or everything, absolute-
ly everything will have been in vain — herself, and their
success, and life — don’t let him fall ill like that. The Muse
kneels in front of him and weeps, but the Face-Maker is
already snoring, he’s already squirming like a worm cut in
half, as though any moment he’ll join himself back to-
gether again. Another shudder, then another, stronger this
time — wake up from that accursed sleep! But there’s
nothing he can do. He just keeps on squirming inside and
outside. The Muse stopped and wiped the tears from her
eyes, and sent out the man who came for the Face-Maker.
She lay down beside the Face-Maker and held him tightly
in her arms, and first she began squirming together with
him on the floor, and then she gained control of him and
imperceptibly, invisibly, they grew still. She began kissing
him when his body stopped moving, and she began caress-
ing him, as the Face-Maker had often caressed her, she
began speaking to him in the same incomprehensible
fashion the Face-Maker used to talk to her.

“If you’re standing in your own way, throw your body
to the dogs, they could use a piece of willing meat.

“And then carry on along your way.

“If the road runs into a blank wall, don’t argue with the
wall, break your body indifferently against the stone.

“And then carry on along your way.

“If the earth crumbles beneath your feet and the wind
scatters your shattered body with the earth, submit to his
power.

“And then carry on along your way.

“If you’re standing in your own way...”
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The Face-Maker heard the familiar words as they
squeezed themselves crookedly into his dream and tied
their meaning in crooked knots before they settled down
in his head like a dog that has found a home, like a cat af-
ter its long time away in March.

The Face-Maker woke up, and realized that the door in
front of him was not a door, but a wall that only looked
like a door, no point in charging it with your shoulder or
beating your head against it, just take a step to the right or
a step to the left, or turn back — and you’re free. And the
Face-Maker saw that he was not the only one standing
facing this stretch of wall that might be taken for a door,
and he shouted: move aside, the way out’s close by. And
nobody listed to him, because the people were deaf.

“But look, it’s a wall!” he shouted for a second time,
and he began dragging away the people standing close to
him, and then he saw that each of the people standing
there was clinging tight to his own door, because they
were afraid of the void and of freedom, and the Face-
Maker was unable to tear them away, and when he turned
and walked away, the Face-Maker could still hear the dull
blows of shoulders against the wall. That was exactly how
he would have gone on battering against the wall for the
rest of his life, if not for the Muse. He took a step to the
side.

The Face-Maker was five minutes late for work. But
nobody reproached him with such a tiny transgression,
which might have cost another person Departure. Only
when he arrived, the Official was shuddering with tension.
The Official was in a hurry. The Official knew something
the others didn’t. The Official knew what the deadline
was, and it was tomorrow.



CHAPTER THREE

THE OPERATION

omorrow — that means all the time in the world. To-
-I-morrow is a whole day and a whole night, there’s a

whole lifetime before tomorrow, there’s enough time
to die before tomorrow. But on the other hand, no matter
how much you cram into one day, it still passes, leaving
behind it as much done as would fill some people’s entire
lives. Only don’t think that if there’s not much time you
can skim p on something, or miss something out, you
won’t be able to explain afterwards that when you were
building the house there was no time for the roof. People
have to live, and with or without sleep, you put all you
have into that house and spend all your energies, all your
life if necessary, but give them a house with a roof, and on
time, with doors that don’t squeak and wake them from
their sleep, so that they can sleep soundly. Let the rain
keep on pouring down, but at least in your own home
there must be a roof to keep you dry.

The Face-Maker and the Official managed things in
time, without skimping, they did it all. One used the other
to get it done, and the other just did it for himself. Every-
thing living in the Face-Maker has been sponged away, he
stands now with clear, calm eyes, his hands precisely con-
trolled and no longer trembling, the light shines above
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him, the scalpel in his hands is absolutely still, as though
held not by fingers, but in a vice, and the vice is attached
to a work-bench, and the bench has rooted itself in the
earth and spins round with it.

He-Who-Stands-Over-All lies there before the Face-
Maker on the table. The body up to the chest is hidden
from sight beneath a white cloth, only the head is visible.
What it is really like is hard to say, there is nothing to
compare it with — in all his life the Face-Maker has never
seen a head or a face like it. It seems to be larger than any
human head, and the face cannot be compared with any-
thing at all, it’s not even a face, nothing more than the
material for a face, inflated and swollen, as though it’s not
an operation that’s needed, but the creation of an entirely
new face. If he had seen it before the trial, the Face-Maker
would have gone mad at the very thought of it, seized the
semblance of a door and clung there so that not even the
Muse would have had the strength to pull him from it, but
now — put a god in front of him, and he’ll raise his scalpel
and calmly carve out everything that’s required and possi-
ble, from A to Z.

However, decisiveness and preparedness are all very
well, but the Face-Maker lacks knowledge, and therefore
he is careful. An incision from above. Slowly. Not too
deep. What on earth was this? He had only made the one
line, and only removed two squares of skin, but the mate-
rial of the face already looked different to him, he had
caught a glimpse of something indefinable but familiar.
The Face-Maker bent his head down closer, and it all dis-
appeared again. Another incision, there where the eye
should be, one square up — it was amazing, a cornea ap-
peared under his scalpel and then disappeared again when
he withdrew the blade. Careful. More careful still. Forceps.
Incision. The corner’s lifted, there it is, a cornea. Very
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good, now the next square, a little higher — that’s enough.
That’s already an eyelid. Now a square lower. The Face-
Maker is not there, he is entirely focused on the tip of the
blade. Amazing — he got the eye at the first try. That’s real
luck. Gently. A crack opened in the face, and the Face-
Maker thought that some words emerged — what were
they? He didn’t recognize them, but he understood their
meaning. A break was needed. The Face-Maker felt as
though he had only just begun, and he could go on work-
ing without a break, and right now, the very next minute,
he could do something really important, the most im-
portant thing of all. But in such matters He-Who-Lay-
Before-Him remained He-Who-Stands-Over-All even at a
moment like this. The Face-Maker moved away and care-
fully put down his scalpel. He attempted to recall the
words he had heard and couldn’t remember a single one.
And he immediately felt that he was tired, that yesterday
was still not over, that he had passed its boundary physi-
cally, but his soul, his thoughts, his sensations and feel-
ings were still back there, where today would only come
tomorrow, and only tomorrow would he take up his scalpel
and approach Him-Who-Stands-Over-All and make his
first incision.

Your real life is where you need to be most badly, most
importantly, but externally you live where you walk, where
you work, where you talk, where you are bound by obliga-
tions and the cares of the world. The Face-Maker sits in an
armchair with his legs stretched out, his feet set like the
hands on a weighing scale, repeatedly coming together
and separating. And his face is calm, and his hands are
still, and his feelings are there, in yesterday, which is actu-
ally today.
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marble wall, and the line of the horizon could not be

seen, so that the Face-Maker didn’t immediately real-
ize that he didn’t know which way to go, and that he had
nothing to cover himself with, and he was hungry. At
first he had the sensation that his body felt the rain dif-
ferently, that his fingers had stopped feeling water and
moisture, and his legs could scarcely support his body, it
was too heavy for them — the way a man who has set an
excessive load on his back walks along on yielding legs,
realizing that in a few more metres he will have to set his
load down, and there is no one around to help him raise
it back on to his shoulders, and this load is his very life.
But the greater part of the road was now behind him, he
could breathe here, no one bothered him here, and ahead
lay work and the Muse. And again the Face-Maker
dragged himself along, through the pathless field, for-
wards.

But everything comes to an end, even strength and de-
sire and limits. Even those who play games, hanging over a
precipice, first by two hands, in order to astound their
companions with their fearlessness, then by one hand, and
then removing the four fingers one by one —even they
reach a limit beyond which they don’t have the strength to
replace their fingers on the rough warmth of the stone,
and they go hurtling downwards, aware for just one in-
stant — between the sensation of intrepid security and
their fall — of their own majesty and immortality. But the
Face-Maker was not playing games, and therefore the one
hand still voluntarily holding up his body continued to
serve him, when from lying on the sour, newly ploughed

It was raining, and the field was infinite and empty as a
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earth in the soaking water and mud, he raised himself to
look, not forward this time, but around.

He saw that he was not alone: women, children, old
men and men with bodies like children’s — their faces
identically shriveled, their eyes identically hungry and
defenseless — were floundering in the sloppy mess. They
recognized the Face-Maker, and they all came crawling
over to him. Closest of all came an old woman, and she
looked at him with her dead, sightless wall-eyes, and ran
her dead, cold fingers over him, raised her blank eyes to
the sky and said indifferently. “It’s Him.” They were all
overjoyed, the way someone with a slashed belly might be
overjoyed at being shown a healthy, pink-bodied child.
Then the surface of the field floundered about once more,
an old man appeared beside the Face-Maker and held out
to him some bread and meat wrapped in a rag.

“Here, eat,” said the old man, “we’ve been waiting for
you, we believed in you, and now you have come to us.”

The Face-Maker looked around, and saw the wild eyes
of the children watching the bread and meat with tears
running down their old, wrinkled faces, and the Face-
Maker shook his head, even though he was already sitting
on the ground holding the bread and meat, with his head
raised to the sky, trying to catch the flowing water to as-
suage his thirst. Having spent all his life in ceaseless rain,
it was only here that he realized what a blessing it is, and
he was horrified to think he could have forgotten that rain
is water. The Face-Maker shook his head once again and
said:

“Your children are hungry, and you yourselves have
nothing to eat.” He could not take the last scrap of food
from people who were dying of hunger.

“...And cold,” the old man said to him, and he pulled
the oilcloth from his own shoulders and held it out to the
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Face-Maker. “We knew that you must appear among us,
and we prepared food and clothing for you. Do not look at
us, at our eyes and our bodies and our children, you must
go on further, to a place to which we know the road and
will never be able to reach, but if you take everything that
we have, then you will reach it.”

“Do not deceive us, you have to go,” said the old wom-
an, and she fixed him once again with her blank eyes, and
he saw the joy in that face.

“But you’ll die here, and I won’t be able to help you.”

“Yes, yes, we’ll die here, and you won’t be able to help
us, but you’ll get there, and we’ll get there in you, and that
is very important to us. Perhaps even more important than
getting there ourselves.”

“But I can’t,” said the Face-Maker.

“If we’re bothering you, we’ll crawl away, but we want
so much to eat what you hold in your hands, even if only
through you — we saved it for you.”

Never, in any way, was the Face-Maker able to explain
to anybody why he did as they asked. But sitting in the
rain, watched by the people who surrounded him, he ate
and cried, and the rain and the tears mingled on his cheeks
and flowed down on to the earth. The Face-Maker could
see the children dying as their mothers held them in their
arms, he could see the mothers dying before his eyes, and
he saw that the old woman with the wall-eyes, who had
been so happy at his coming, was a young girl, and the old
man who had promised them the Face-Maker would come,
the only one who had known the time of his coming and
known that it was inevitable, was still a youth.

“But I will not save you,” said the Face-Maker to the
youth.

“You will not save us,” said the youth to the Face-
Maker, “but you will see those who will surround you at
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your destination with different eyes. You will understand
this, and so will they, and you will not have to tell them
everything — they will change and they will be happier
than us for us.”

As the Face-Maker left, the black field was still floun-
dering in the streaming rain, and several hands were
raised in the air to wave him farewell, and one hand was
motionless, pointing the direction in which the Face-
Maker was walking. What he had seen, and the bread and
the meat, gave the Face-Maker new life, and his legs bore
him along firmly and quickly, ahead of him instead of
empty space he saw the eyes of children watching his
hands as they held the bread and meat and watching his
mouth moving as it chewed the soaking bread and the
tender-pink meat. And something began changing in the
man’s soul, and his eyes gazed more keenly in response,
because he was beginning to see the earth with their eyes,
and many eyes see further and see more than the very fin-
est couple.

e saw a green meadow ahead of him, where the rain
|-Icame to an end. The sun shone there, and he saw the

beautiful clothes on the men and women, and he saw
the beasts playing with them peacefully, and the Face-
Maker began to walk more quickly, because he hadn’t gone
all that far, and he could ask these people to help their
brothers who were still out there in the rain in the
ploughed field. The Face-Maker was almost running, if a
man can run uphill over sharp stones or up a sheer cliff-
face. They grew closer all the time, and the Face-Maker
had already prepared the words which would gather the
people together, and then, having collected a lot of bread
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and warm clothing, they would go to those who had sent
him, and their waiting and their faith and his coming
would not have been in vain.

The Face-Maker drew closer and became convinced
that his eyes had scarcely deceived him at all: the women
were young and lovely, the men were nimble and strongly-
built, and the beasts were large, powerful thoroughbreds.
But there was one thing that the Face-Maker had not seen
from a distance: the beasts were not playing with the peo-
ple, they were eating them, and what had seemed a game
from a distance, turned out to be killing. One beast, notic-
ing the new arrival, dashed up to him, licking up its hind
legs in a funny manner, and curving its velvety spotted
back, and he caught a glimpse of a white dress rushing to
head it off.

“Muse!” cried out the Face-Maker.

The woman looked at him, and then the Face-Maker
saw that it wasn’t the Muse at all, but he saw that she was
the one he needed and she was more lovely than the Muse.
He realized this was his destiny and he had been making
his way here to her, and the people in the black field had
died for her sake, in order to save him, the Face-Maker. He
rushed towards the woman, but before he could reach her
the beast broke her back with a blow of its paw and with
professional skill snipped off her head with two move-
ments of its fangs, and tumbled it along in front of itself,
kicking up its spotted, velvety, rounded hind quarters in a
funny fashion. The body continued writhing on the green
grass, and red spots appeared on the white dress, and the
Face-Maker ran over to her and put his arms around her,
and then the body grew quiet in his embrace, it grew calm
and was still. Then the Face-Maker raised a heavy stone
over his head and threw himself on the beasts, and when
the beasts left their terrible games and, nipping each other
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playfully, dashed off into the grove of trees standing on
the edge of the field, the Face-Maker realized that these
were only the beasts’ children — funny, jolly, good-
natured and pitiless in their naivety, like all children. And
the Face-Maker also realized that there was no one he
could summon to the help of those who were left in the
black field. For a long time he laboured with his hands, his
nails and a sharp stone to dig a deep pit, in order to place
in it the bodies that lay in the field and cover them over
with earth, together with their heads. The last one the
Face-Maker put in was his destiny — he had not been able
to match her head to her body. The beasts were probably
herbivores, they didn’t feed on human flesh, the killing
was mere amusement for them. The mound of earth rose
up, and the Face-Maker evened it off into a regular square,
like the House. He finished his work, then pressed his lips
to the earth, took his leave of her, rose and went on. And
in his eyes the eyes of the black field were joined by the
eyes of the green meadow and the eyes of his only be-
loved, whom he had seen and loved for only an instant.
And the flesh of her body, was now living in his body. But
this was only the beginning of the road, and it was para-
dise in comparison with what he saw further on.

v

nd it was truly like paradise when the Face-Maker
Afinally reached his own city and began to knock at

the doors of the houses in which his patients lived,
those who owed him their future and their present, and
they came out on to the street without fear of the rain or
the law against congregating, and they were kind, and
they nodded their heads in response to his requests for
help for those who were back there in the black field, and
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they picked him up, probably to help him, and all togeth-
er in friendly silence carried him off to the square before
the House. Yes, Yes, they agreed with him, they had to go
now, straight away. They looked at him tenderly, the
women stroked his hair, the men held the wings of their
cloaks over him, because the Face-Maker was wearing a
pitiful oil-cloth which scarcely covered him against the
rain, and while his patients were agreeing that the Face-
Maker’s wishes were correct, and expressing their admi-
ration at his nobility, some of them had already been into
the House and brought out a huge roll of cloth for cloaks.
They stretched out the cloth high in the air on four pil-
lars, and immediately there was no more rain above
them, it fell to the right and to the left, in front and be-
hind, but where the patients and the Face-Maker were, it
was dry, and the Face-Maker thought that this was pru-
dent foresight, and the awning would be useful for the
people his patients would carry back from the black field
in their strong arms. He was overjoyed that the salvation
of those who had sent him was already beginning. He
smiled and wiped the water from his hair, pressing his
fingers close in to the back of his neck, and the water
streamed down his face, and his eyes saw clearly, and
then the Face-Maker saw that he was surrounded by the
lumber that he had once seen in the basement of the
House —fragments of old armchairs, chairs, tables, gilded
frames — and they soaked all this with a thick black lig-
uid with an unpleasant smell that stung his nose, and his
patients were already standing on each other’s shoulders
and raising up the Face-Maker higher and higher, and
there, high in the air, they bound the Face-Maker as tight
as could be to a stone pillar, with ropes damp from the
rain. Stone has no fear of fire, neither do wet ropes — for
a while. They bound him there so that he would not fall,
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so that he might see everything around him for as far as
possible, and then, having fulfilled their task of kindness
and justice, they left him — for what sense was there in
dragging themselves off to save people like themselves,
at the risk of their own death. And so that he wouldn’t
embarrass people, the pile was ignited down below, the
fire flapped its wings and hid the Face-Maker and the
lumber from sight, and the black soot began to stain the
centre of the awning, and it instantly disappeared where
the flame struck it, and for these few minutes, in the face
of the fire, the rain, which was omnipotent, was lost, it
was overwhelmed and obliterated by this elemental
force, and the fire spread its wings generously and swept
them in ever more wide and powerful arcs, and there was
no more soot, and the Face-Maker felt and saw what he
had already experienced once on the eve of the Choice,
and he recognized it now, and he was glad, because he
knew how it would end.

But this was paradise in comparison with what he saw
and felt later. If at the Final Judgment he had been offered
forgiveness of all his sins simply for recalling what he ex-
perienced later, the Face-Maker would have refused, for
without being aware of it, he still carried within him a liv-
ing sense of the truth, and this had become the only
measure by which the Face-Maker now judged his own
actions and what he saw around him since he had returned
from that place. And in this truth his life was a paltry price
to pay, and his pain was a joke, and his suffering amusing,
and his success insulting, because the eyes of the black
field and the green meadow — the great censor — watched
him constantly, they scrutinized the Face-Maker’s every
action, his every attitude to himself and those close to
him.
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he Face-Maker worked calmly and precisely. A new
-I-face, with which he could help people, was the truth

that dwelt in him now. It was as simple and constant
as the rain in the City is constant. It was simply a human
being who now lay before the Face-Maker.

And for the first time the Face-Maker thought calmly
and with gratitude of the one who had made him undergo
the Trial, made him undergo the sufferings of those who
lived around him and with him. If it were not for this, the
Face-Maker would scarcely have been capable of creating
the face of his own suffering, a face to help himself and his
own Muse. And other people? He would have forgotten
about them, just as he had never thought of them while he
was engrossed in his work, his hopes and his misfortunes,
and living only in them.

Yes, no matter how lovely the face might have been
then, it would have been strange to everyone.

But today this would not happen. In the Face-Maker’s
hands there lived those hands that had been stretched out
to him imploring help, which had clutched at him in the
attempt to survive, the hands that now lay still in the
black field or the green meadow, because the soul control-
ling them had quit them and settled in the Face-Maker’s
hands, and it controlled every movement of the scalpel.

The Face-Maker was now the debtor, the pupil, slave
and creator of what he had experienced — not an artist in
the name of ambition and change, but in the name of help
for the living and those who had yet to appear on this earth.

As he worked the Face-Maker created a Face which he
had not seen and no one alive had seen, but it was every-
body’s face, for its features were those of the time.
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The words moved in an unaccustomed and therefore
clumsy manner, attempting to be like thoughts. They were
like blind people feeling each other with their fingers, so
delighted to find familiar faces in the crowd that nothing
can persuade them to let go of each other. Although the
strangers standing close by might in fact be dearer and
closer to them, in their fear of losing what they have al-
ready found, they make no attempt to seek out other peo-
ple like themselves.

By this time his fingers were already performing their
familiar work on the third square of the face. It was
strange — the more the Face-Maker removed of the old,
coarse skin, which had long been untouched, the less famil-
iar became the face that was slowly emerging beneath his
fingers. The head was as immense as previously, but as the
features appeared they became steadily more intelligent
and hideous than the original formless mass. He had a mo-
mentary suspicion that even this face that was emerging
had been uniquely lovely for someone at some time, and
that meant, didn’t it, that even beauty was temporary and
relative? No, that could not be. Beauty was permanent, and
this face had always been hideous to everyone. But either
his eyes were growing accustomed to it or his soul was, and
when the hour and the moment arrived to remove the skin
of the first face, the Face-Maker felt sorry to part with what
he had uncovered, because these swollen blue wrinkles,
narrow eyes and motionless grandeur contained their own
truth, they bewitched the Face-Maker and subdued him,
and probably, if he had been doing this in his laboratory,
not under any pressure to complete the task rapidly, he
would have left this face, because there was an answer in its
power and wisdom, which he came to know better the more
he worked with it, but it was an answer only for a few, and
probably a long time ago, and not for anyone now. There
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was no sense in changing the face of any person living in
the City for this one, it was uglier and more primitive than a
city-dweller’s face. And nonetheless the Face-Maker de-
layed things a little and set his scalpel aside more frequent-
ly than he made an incision in the face he had uncovered.
Probably he needed to fix his work in his memory before he
could part with it, he needed to see in it as much as possible
of the meaning and truth which exist in every piece of work
and which are sometimes invisible even to the artist him-
self, because genuine truth, like a pea in the pod and the
yoke in an egg, is concealed within — what can there be in
common between the chalky shell, dead and lifeless forever,
and the life of that yellow colour that hangs down over the
edges of the teaspoon and later, flowing across your tongue
and mingling with bread and butter, supports life by its own
death? So what of the shell? It was time to remove the skin
he had opened up, because the truth should lie beneath it.
Once again the Face-Maker ceased thinking, and his work
began to think for him. But the skin under the scalpel was
fragile, compressed and thin, and he had to be careful.
When it finally lay in the broad white basin like sausage-
skin, no one would ever have recognized it for what it was a
few hours before, because a few ragged scraps bear no re-
semblance at all to wisdom and authority. The Face-Maker
gathered himself and saw the result of his work.

]

" hat great master made this face that has been
uncovered?” the Face-Maker asked himself in his

astonishment. “After all that has happened, how
is it possible to think of beauty and craftsmanship?” And
realizing that nonetheless he was thinking of them, he was
horrified at the fact that it was possible. It meant that
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there was something greater than suffering — beauty.
Surely there could not be beauty in what he had seen? His
mind recoiled from its own thought, for there was... But is
there anything higher? What can overshadow beauty?
Perhaps the man who created it? When was that, and what
great artist was it? He worked almost without stitches.
What material is this? It isn’t skin. Yes, it’s some unknown
material. But how lovely this face was, he could not begin
again, he could not tear his eyes away, he cursed himself,
as he had cursed the City and its people up there on top of
the fire, for being deaf, and for being so busy, for their in-
difference, and he himself was unable to tear his eyes
away from these wrinkles, the entire radiant, white face,
the holiness of each feature, line and fold. Only the eyes
destroyed this impression of beauty and light... but one
could avoid looking into those eyes. They had scarcely
changed, anyway. Something came to life in him. And the
Muse also came to life, and her hands and her body came
to life. Once again he wanted to work as he used to work,
performing an operation on the Muse, after all today he
had the right to create any face he liked, any face he had
seen in his imagination and his suffering, he wanted to
express in this face what he had experienced, and what
still existed out there, and what is constantly going on
today and tomorrow, so that this face could save them all
and change everything in the world, so that this face
would be a reminder to everyone that they should not
struggle to get their numbers changed, that they should
not kill each other, that they should not keep beasts ex-
cept in cages, or let people go near them, unless they
armed the people so that they were not defenseless. And
what if some day a master-craftsman should remove a lay-
er of skin and reach the face created by the Face-Maker —
then let his hands be filled with the power of the desire to
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save people. And he realized that this face had revealed to
him the desire to save people and to create a new face. But
the eyes... the eyes would be the last thing. He would be
able to change them, he would do what the masters who
worked before him had not been able to do. Yes, yes, the
Muse, and the City, and the suffering, and the pain, and
everything that lived and died within him, and lived on in
him even though it was dead — it was all in order that he
might create a face which would save people.

The Face-Maker sat down again, in order to give Him-
Who-Lay-Before-Him a rest. Because He was once again
deadly tired.

Vi

he Muse had work to do as well. She watched “The
.I-Immortals” once more and restored all the scenes that

had been cut, she added more blood to the body of the
young girl, she inserted an episode with a ripped cheek.
But no matter what she did, the level of revulsion at an-
other way of life on her meter was zero. It no longer con-
cerned her, in the same way as the horrors of a painted
hell are forgotten at the sight of a human being suffering
agonizing pain when you are quite unable to do anything
to help. She thought only of the Face-Maker, of what he
was like when he emerged from That Place, and that she
was ready to do anything at all if only he would become
the old Face-Maker again, just for a minute, let him fall
sick with his dream, and she would nurse him, let him lose
his Name, she could work for them both, if only he would
come back to her. And every time the Official came to her
and reported that everything was going well, the animal
terror she could see constantly in his eyes — after all, he
couldn’t be afraid of her — made her believe the Official,
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or at least, she believed that the Face-Maker was alive and
working. If he wasn’t still working, the Muse would have
faced Departure. She checked the broadcast with the panel
of viewers and was unable to understand how such trivia
could induce a revulsion level of eleven points. She left the
next episode of “The Immortals” exactly as she found it.

Vil

ut the Face-Maker didn’t feel like working any more.
ﬁAs he rested he looked at the face of Him-Who-Lay-

Before-Him, absorbing and memorizing every line,
every movement of the master’s scalpel. Deep within him
a kind of misty white veil was drawn across his memory,
and the beast-children became harmless and innocent,
and the people became more beautiful, and it seemed to
the Face-Maker that they were approaching the City,
where he would be able to help them. The smell disap-
peared and was replaced by silence and clear, misty air
which no longer held any fear or pain. A man can survive
any experience. Give him the opportunity to go back to life
and experience the miracle of work, and he will rise from
the dead. Nothing is ever lost, a man can rise again from
the cross, after the death of every living thing, because he
is able to forget, because he is able to desire, because he is
able to live in what will make him happy and — believe
me — it is never too late for this to happen; even in death
one may feel within oneself the strength to forget, not to
remember — but not through the oblivion of hatred, only
through the oblivion of love, and the desire to save every-
thing that remains after you. The Face-Maker rose to his
feet.

What wonderful hands nature had given him, what a
wonderful time he had behind him, when each day there
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had been work, with the Muse beside him, each day new
sheets of paper which his fingers decorated with the pat-
terns of forests, and mountains, and seas, and gods, and
trees which shed their golden leaves in the autumn: and
then once more the first square, up on the summit of the
forehead, where the grey, soft hairs, light almost as air,
come to an end, thinly scattered silver running away and
back, the first square was in there amongst them. Millime-
tre by millimetre the line of the former face disappeared,
the eyes softened and became kinder, the oval of the lips
was drawn out and flattened and transformed into a nar-
row thread, the face changed, and the eyes changed — but
the face became harsher, more predatory, and a smile
emerged on the lips, and the cruelty was hidden in this
smile, but could not entirely disappear from view, it was
almost exposed. It was strange — the eyes were kinder
than the obvious cruelty. Evidently the eyes had not
changed at all, only one face ago they were harsh and
overbearing, and yet now, in comparison with this cruelty,
their hostility seemed like kindness. Where was the truth?
In the eyes? But they were so different in appearance. In
the face? But it changed to suit the time, which looked like
it. It seemed as though nothing could be more terrible
than these narrow lips, these wrinkles threaded with red-
dish-blue veins, this cruelty which pretended to be a smil-
ing tenderness, attentiveness, compassion and concern.
Nothing could? Yes it could! This was still a kind face — if
it pretended, that meant that sometimes it was not itself.
It was even in some ways a beautiful face — not, of course,
like the second, which was white, kind, wise and perfect.
But when this face also lay on the white surface of the ba-
sin like sausage skin and boiled potato parings and min-
gled with the first two so that it was difficult to distinguish
what skin belonged to what face, the Face-Maker, having
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seen and experienced things which would drive the reason
from the soul, leaving it to die, stayed his hand and threw
the scalpel into its solution.

He had seen and recognized a face which was like the
face he had felt within himself when he wanted to be the
Great Face-Maker, unique, the one who turned the world
upside down and saved it. He recalled his hopes and his
choice, and the face was similar, but still more terrible
than the one which now lay before him, and was grinning
crookedly, glad to have been recognized. Like a thief who
had only intended to steal, not to kill, but is so afraid of
being caught that he kills the person who has grabbed his
arm and then flees, and glancing around him, buries the
knife without even wiping off the blood, the Face-Maker
grabbed his scalpel and thrust it in just below the chin: he
seemed about to slice off the flesh, together with all the
accumulated faces, like slicing an apple in half because the
top half is infected with rot, and he saw the pupils of the
person lying before him grow wider and wider, till they
seemed about to burst out of their black orbits and ex-
plode, unable to bear the pain, and now the dark blood
would come gushing out. And... One Hundred and Five
immediately cried out in his memory. Something inside
him slowed his hand, and the will disappeared, and the
Face-Maker stopped. The one who had sent him to be
tested knew that anyone who had drained the cup to the
dregs would spare any living thing, because he possessed
that experience. Even when his own salvation was con-
cerned. And the Face-Maker was immediately calm. He
wiped his face with a napkin and transferred the scalpel to
the first square.

Would he have carried through his choice now as he
had done when he believed in his exalted destiny? In the
right to stand over people? Of course not. But then would
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someone else now be standing here? Hardly. The Choice of
the Couple would have gone through calmly and there
would have been no changes.

But why argue now about whether it was possible to
live differently yesterday, when you are already living to-
day? There is a good reason — if you change “yesterday”
within yourself, you will act differently today. For having
killed once, you will not kill a second time (after the
change), quite the opposite — you will save, and there will
be no choice for you, you will not spare yourself.

So do not spare your own face, the one hidden inside,
that people do not know. Look — there it is.

No dissimulation, everything is exposed—the right of
the strong, the right to stand above all others, the right of
the only one who knows what will make peoples’ lives bet-
ter, the right of the only possessor of the truth, cruel, cold,
confident — the Face.

Like the guillotine, which also brilliantly fulfilled the
purpose for which it was invented by nature and people.
And not once did it ever occur to the guillotine that it was
in the wrong. It was also simply carrying out its duty,
while its blade was sharp, before the iron grew rusty, while
there were guilty heads. It didn’t matter — guilty of what
against whom; and it didn’t matter who controlled the
guillotine — whether the first ones were replaced by the
brothers of those the first ones were beheading yesterday.

Look, look at yourself — mind you don’t confuse your-
self with anyone else and don’t forget how you have lived,
and for what, even if you never had the right circumstanc-
es to show your full worth.

Never?

What about the Choice? And the thousands, who have
been given Departure? And One Hundred and Five? But
that was all the Official’s doing, the time, the law, to
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which you, the Face-Maker, can merely submit. Lies! That
time and that City depended precisely on you, and it de-
pends on you who they will become tomorrow, and it even
depends on you whether the person lying before you will
feel pain — these were his thoughts, and his fingers were
considerate and careful.

X

ife seemed to have come to a standstill, time seemed to
lhave stopped moving, like a cyclist who pedals for all

he’s worth until he’s exhausted, only to find he’s still
surrounded by the same four walls and white ceiling — for
beneath him there are only rollers, creating the illusion of
a road. But then, why call it an illusion — the cyclist is ac-
tually moving and he is actually standing still, both of
these are the truth; the heap of parings on the bottom of
the basin kept on growing. It covered the bottom, and
each face and each skin mingled with the skin of the ones
removed earlier, and the faces remained only in the Face-
Maker’s memory, while his fingers kept on making the
usual arched incision, raising the edge of the skin and re-
moving the square, and then doing it all over again. The
rollers span, the scalpel moved, the basin grew heavy, the
days passed and time stopped. The person before him
never moved, his eyes were open, and the Face-Maker al-
ways sensed when it was time for a break, although he
could not understand how this happened. If it weren’t for
the eyes, the person lying before him might have been
lifeless for all the Face-Maker could tell. But the eyes!

They showed the Face-maker just how carefully he had
done what he had done.

How scant and narrow his daily life had become — op-
eration, break, rest, memories of the faces removed,
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blurred memories of pain and the sense of the Muse’s
presence. Sometimes it seemed to the Face-Maker that the
operation would never be finished and he would never
leave this place, this was simply the illusion of work, and
in reality it was all just a cunningly arranged captivity.
Although, why would that be? It would be so easy to deal
with him in the simple, more customary manner — Depar-
ture, and then he wouldn’t have to get so tired and suffer
such agonizing torment and doubt. No, the Face-Maker
told himself immediately, you are doing important work
which only you are capable of doing — by virtue of right,
experience and suffering — the creation of this new, hith-
erto unknown face, which he had never seen in any of the
faces revealed to him. And when he finished the opera-
tion, let the rain carry on falling in the same old way, and
let the City present its marble walls to his gaze in the same
way it always had done — even so something would
change deep inside it, because once they saw the new face
created by the Face-Maker, women would become gentler,
and men would become Kkinder, children would love those
who loved them, because with this face it would be impos-
sible to feel anything but love, and nobody would care any
more what his number was and how his life would end. For
life would be filled with kindness and trust. The daily
round, yes. Monotonous labour, yes. But not in vain... for
trust is everything that can make a man happy, it is when
you can speak the truth, when you can say more than you
do, and say what you intend to do.

His hands were growing heavier: how strange, the
colder his heart was and the stricter his reason become,
the greater the ease and the passion with which the Face-
Maker worked. The more he wanted to work and the more
happy he was in his work, the more heavily he breathed
and the more effort each brush-stroke cost him, although
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perhaps he was wrong about that; there’s always some-
thing happening to a man, everything in him keeps chang-
ing all the time, and every change makes it easier or hard-
er to work.

It was not the first fright the Face-Maker had experi-
enced, but it was a new fear. It was night, the patient was
sleeping, with his head slumped to one side — smaller
now, slimmer and almost in proportion with his body. The
Face-Maker looked at him. An hour ago he had almost
completely removed and reworked yet another face, but he
had been thinking his own thoughts, scarcely paying any
attention to what he was doing, and now as he looked up
the light was dimmed and the sleeper’s head was only
half-illuminated. Suddenly darkness swam in front of the
Face-Maker’s eyes and he thought he was going insane —
there in front of him was the face of the Image, the face
that was the most important in the City at that very mo-
ment, the only face, the face that the Face-Maker himself
bore. It couldn’t be — that had been dozens of faces ago,
and the ancient craftsmen had worked in a different man-
ner. Different? Look at the stitches, look at the joinings,
look at the tissue — it was all different! What about from
this side? He turned up the light. No, from here the re-
semblance was not so strong. He turned it down again —
the same effect. How could that be? Strangely enough,
removing that face proved to be harder than anything else,
because it was tailored in a fashion quite alien to him. Af-
ter making a few of his customary incisions, the Face-
Maker had to stop and start all over again. Yes it was put
together quite differently. But this time too the work was
quite perfect.

How good it was, even so, to work fenced off from the
entire world by the massive marble walls, all alone with
his patient, He-Who-Lay-Before-Him, relaxed, unspeaking
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and undemanding, and to think of what had been, and no
matter how terrible what had been might be, it was still
only “had been” — and not to know what events were tak-
ing place in the City, to be free at least from whatever was
happening.

X

eanwhile, life in the City continues on course. Not
Mthe old course, when the City swung regularly and

evenly around the “Official-Great Face-Maker” axis,
smoothly, on and on forever. Something out of the ordi-
nary had fallen under the wheels this time — apparently it
was no more than a few hundred heads and that speech
from the Great One, but the wheel had risen up from the
track where it was crushing them, and the axle had shifted
out of true, cracking the bearing, and the wheel had begun
to run crooked. They were still moving along, and still at
the same speed, but the shaking was worse now, and it was
transmitted to the people. There was nothing surprising in
the fact that the wheels cracked heads open like nut-
shells — that was nothing special at all — but the Great
One’s words had not been crushed under the wheels, they
had not been reduced to dust, but had simply popped out
untouched, while the bearing had been cracked and the
axle had been pushed out of alignment, and the wheel it-
self had started running lame and limping.

Yes, that was it — the word, having survived under the
wheels, had created the possibility of independence from
the wheels, and that meant the possibility of transgression
of the law of the City — for the good, naturally, of every
person who lived in it. And transgression of the law was
understood by each one of them as the opportunity to win
a new number or acquire a Name — no longer at some un-
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known point in time or by the end of your life, but tomor-
row. However — and this was something every true City-
dweller understood — this desire required a decent and
respectable ideological formulation in order to make it
acceptable to a citizen raised and educated to respect the
law. And for this purpose the idea of the true face was ab-
solutely ideal.

The city swelled up like dough made with yeast, like a
river that has burst its banks in the spring-time, like an
anthill teeming with fresh movement after the winter.

The citizens with names regarded the anthill with a cu-
rious glance from a squinting eye, and under this gaze the
anthill was seen to separate into two uneven halves — the
activists and the waiters. The waiters sympathized with
the idea but their fervour was contained internally. Their
external life was perfectly normal, and since all the rest
was only internal, it was their personal business and had
nothing to do with the life of the City — they were not the
ones.

Remember the one who split female One Hundred and
Five’s breast in two with his scalpel — he turned out to be
one of the waiters, believe it or not. Of course, the fact
that he possessed such great internal reserves of nobility
was no great comfort to female One Hundred and Five.
And as for the activists.

Ideas are capable of producing children.

The activists came up with a neat trick. They disguised
their work as love — meetings for this purpose were unof-
ficially allowed in the City, without any restrictions. It was
a splendid idea. Of course, some of the citizens turned out
to be engaging in love under the guise of the idea, but the
rest of them engaged in action under the guise of love. the
Husband was quick to join the ranks of the former. How
vast his opportunities had now become!.. He used to visit
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the houses where uncoupled women lived, but as I’'m sure
you’ll agree, the best ones have always been taken for
coupling, and who wants to keep using the things nobody
else wants all the time?

Today the Husband had a good idea. He jerked open
the door of his former apartment and the eyes of the new
female One Hundred were there, looking at him. They
watched him with enthusiasm over the shoulder of the
new male One Hundred. The Husband recognized her im-
mediately. He remembered her from back then, at the time
of the Choice — sitting silently in the next row and staring
fixedly at the Husband’s face, even back then. Ah, how
convenient this idea of the True Face was. The Husband
opened his eyes wide and spoke the password. He didn’t
actually know the real password, but male One Hundred
didn’t know it either, he simply realized that he had to
leave. Only female One Hundred knew that the password
was something different — but why should she miss out on
her chance?

Everything was arranged most conveniently. Male One
Hundred went round to the neighbours without even put-
ting on his cloak, apologizing nervously as he went. He
respected those who had chosen to act — he was only one
of the waiters — and he was even proud to think that his
partner was about to participate in this dangerous under-
taking of the bold. Unfortunately he was unlucky; at the
neighbours’ place there were half a dozen people already
engaged in practicing the new idea, it was as dark as Sod-
om on the night before the end came, and the air was
filled with the sound of sobbing and groaning. Male One
Hundred realized that such intensive, demanding effort
was only possible when people were working on a new
idea, and that made him feel even greater respect for these
people, so in order not to disturb them or be taken for a
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spy, he went out quietly, closing the door behind him. The
most astonishing thing in all of this was that female Five
could engage in this activity with male One Thousand
Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven, while male One Thou-
sand Six Hundred and Sixty-Six could engage in it with
females Forty-Seven or Seven, depending on the circum-
stances. That was another reason for male One Hundred to
respect these people.

When male One Hundred went back to his own apart-
ment, he did have just a momentary twinge of suspicion
(like a fleeting glimpse of a bird’s shadow through the
window at night — perhaps it was real, perhaps you imag-
ined it) when he saw his female One Hundred sitting on
the Husband’s knees, but they quickly explained to him
that it was necessary for the conspiracy, since anybody at
all might enter the apartment at any moment, and that
would mean certain Departure. Male One Hundred ad-
mired them even more for this — her for her moral cour-
age (he knew how his female One Hundred loved him),
and the Husband for his strong body, which supported the
body of his female One Hundred so easily. People like that
won’t let you down, thought male One Hundred, as he sat
in the corridor for the three and a half hours which the
courageous people he respected so very much spent in his
home.

We must give the Husband his due, after this he began
calling round regularly, and in time male One Hundred
stopped getting in their way and sometimes, feeling like a
terrible coward and yet at the same time respecting him-
self for joining in, he would even lend a hand, but without
ever fully understanding the inner meaning of their mys-
terious activity.

The Wife arranged things for herself no worse. Now that
she had masses of free time and a Husband who was always
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disappearing, she gave up the inconvenient effort of visiting
the other houses nearby and began leaving her own door
open, and anyone who found his way into her home always
left feeling happy and tired. He might even forget all his
exalted ideas for a little while, but he wouldn’t forget to
spread the word about the Wife, who was so generous and
so indefatigable. The Wife could probably have satisfied the
entire City, but the information was only passed on to close
friends and through private channels, which restricted her
practice to a certain extent. But then, there was still plenty
of time ahead, and she could still hope eventually to receive
the very last inhabitant of the City. This, by the way, was no
purely private matter either, for the Wife undoubtedly ex-
erted a certain influence on life in the City and the life of
the new idea, which fluttered its wings anxiously at first,
then began to mould and finally became quiescent, like a
butterfly passed from hand to hand for everyone to look
at — no matter how carefully it’s handled, after six or seven
hundred pairs of hands the wings have lost almost all their
dust and therefore, all their attractiveness. As well as the
ability to fly.

Xi

fter a while everything in the City settled down and
Aeven the crooked limping of the wheel began to seem

natural. Those with names made the most of life and
forgot the words spoken by the Great One. Except, of
course, for the Husband — he remembered them alright,
for his own convenience.

The secret and open participants in the movement for
the True Face participated secretly and openly in this
movement, moving always in time with the rhythm of the
limping wheel.
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The Official knew the secret and open participants in
the movement to look at and from lists, or if he didn’t,
then his Commission did. From time to time the most ac-
tive among them were condemned to Departure, and then
the water in the canals ran more yellow than usual, and
the City, limping along to the regular rhythm of that
wheel, continued joyfully, secretly and openly on its
course towards the new life, anticipating its own happi-
ness in that new life, which was certainly no more than
just, for each of them deserved happiness and had a right
to it — such was the fundamental law of the City. The day
and the hour of this encounter and its very possibility now
depended entirely on the Face-Maker and his work, on his
inspiration — but apart from the Official, the inhabitants
of the City were quite unaware of that.

Xil

he water turned yellow more and more often now,

there were days when the yellow water flowed from

morning till night, and even the rain, that constant,
omnipotent force, could do no more than carry it away —
it was beyond its power now to overwhelm the yellow col-
our and dilute it. The rain kept on pouring down, flowing
together from all the streets and the squares in the City,
until the water in the canals rose almost to the top of the
walls, until it seemed one final effort would be enough to
carry it over that granite threshold, and the yellow, gluti-
nous flesh would go creeping though the streets, climbing
up stairways and filling the houses, rising above the roof-
tops until the entire City disappeared beneath an endless-
ly spreading, noisy yellow flood; but this had not hap-
pened as yet, and it merely seemed as though it might
happen. The granite banks of the canals had risen noticea-
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bly higher and they were prepared to hold back the flood,
but when the water reached the limits of the granite, the
very top of those tall banks, it became clear that calm and
unhurried work was no longer what was required. The
Face-Maker was the first to discover this, together with
the Muse.

The evening before she had laid on the floor after she
came home from work and yelled that she was fed up with
everything, she was fed up with the work, and the waiting,
and all these Thirty-Sevens, Fifty-Threes, Sixty-Sixes,
Eighties, Seventeens and the rest who opened her door
almost every evening and pronounced the password which
she now knew off by heart, after which, at first in a fury,
and later with a smile, and then with total indifference,
she threw out those idiots with the burning eyes and the
sweaty hands accustomed to submissiveness that now
reached out for her. Even her Name was no longer so all-
powerful, and what was going on in the City, if even the
Muse was so defenseless? Left on her own, the Muse trem-
bled and shivered and curled herself up into a tight ball,
feeling sorry for herself and almost forgetting about the
Face-Maker — she was tormented by her own fear and im-
potence. And then, at the very moment when the face-
Maker, whose hand had been poised ready to work on the
next square of skin, learned that his time was limited and
the problem was not just to create something, no matter
how long it might take, but to create something by tomor-
row, the Muse became calm again.

She tidied up the house and washed herself without
hurrying, for the first time without that feeling of horror
and revulsion for the water which had tormented her since
that insane night when the Face-Maker had been led away
at dawn. She stopped thinking only of herself, of how she
was suffering, how she couldn’t bear it, how she hated
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waiting, and she began simply waiting, without analyzing
anything or feeling sorry for herself as she waited, calmly,
with a clear mind, so that if it was necessary, she would be
able at any minute to help the Face-Maker, if only by not
tormenting him with her own suffering. When someone’s
dying more humanity is shown by a person who will give
them a drink or an injection for the pain than by someone
who screams and tears his hair out and beats his head
against the wall, losing control in the face of his own suf-
fering, forcing the dying person to think of compassion
and to try not to torment the living with his pain.

The news that it had to done by tomorrow had a sober-
ing effect on the Face-Maker. He calmly lowered the scal-
pel in his hand to touch the skin.

The period of unhurried creative work was at an end,
life had begun. Just a few more days of calm, painstaking
work and there would be no one left to view the face which
so far only his fingers and his memory and his imagination
knew — the way a woman will pick out of a crowd the man
who will be the father of her son, although she is still too
shy to say hello to him, and will think that this is the man
who will open her up and leave himself in a space deep
inside her soul, so that her son will look at her with those
same big eyes, so that his fingers will be strong and nimble
like his father’s. It’s not the man she loves in the person
she has met and recognized, it’s her future, the continua-
tion of her tribe, and even if it’s impossible and even if she
doesn’t feel it or see it, this is a truth that exists without
her having to know it. Just as He seeks for the mother of
his tribe, recognizing her by the smell of her body, the col-
our of her hair and her light, hurried, staccato manner of
speaking, which are like the pattern of fingerprints, never
encountered twice. The Face-Maker had realized that he
could no longer continue searching to find the one for
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whom he had come into the world. There was no time to
wait, tomorrow was the last day, and if you want to con-
tinue the line of the tribe, better embrace the first one to
come along, lying on the dirty, unplaned planks smelling
of pine resin and turpentine somewhere at the back of the
goods yard, behind the wall of a rotten, half-ruined shed,
turning your face away from the old, stub-nosed, crum-
pled face, better give her your excess portion of life. Leave
without looking back, because you won’t do this, and there
will be no continuation of your tribe, and your fingers will
never grasp the scalpel and your eyes will never see your
work, because there behind you the heavy goods train is
already rumbling along the track, it has already picked up
speed, and the brakes will make no difference, there’s no
siding to turn the train into, there is no force that can halt
this juggernaut, and the driver, with hair as white as snow,
can only watch as your stooped back approaches and feel
sorry for you, as though his sympathy will help your head
to part more easily from your body under the iron wheels
and your bones will be reduced less painfully to the con-
sistency of emptiness.

All the same, you’ve been lucky, Face-Maker — there in
front of you lies the face your own hands are creating,
your scalpel is sharp, your fingers are faithful and true,
and the Muse shelters you with her love. Out there, where
the walls of the houses await your return, the Muse is also
waiting, no longer noticing all of the things that surround
her, hardly even breathing, so that her breathing won’t
distract you from your work, and you can feel this waiting
dissolved in yourself, you know that behind you, at home,
everything is calm and safe, and the train approaching you
from behind is not due for days yet, and the train ap-
proaching you from the front, which prevents you from
hearing the other one, has never been a danger to you,
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because you’re walking along the next track, and it will
always approach and then go flying on past.

Thank you, Muse, for being so calm now and for serv-
ing me, even though you don’t accept me, for being faith-
ful in my work and in my bed. Thank you for suffering with
my pain, the way the heart aches, when the eyes see peace
and a garden clad in white, because hiding behind the
trees there is a man with a knife and an axe and a trusty
hand, waiting for his chance to raise his hand to your
body, surely and soundlessly, the way the beloved Muse
awaits the return of the Face-Maker. Thank you for shin-
ing with my light, the way the eyes of a man sinking into a
swamp, wide with terror, are suddenly filled with the light
of joy and safety, because there is firm ground under his
feet and the swamp is shallow enough for him to stand in.
Thank you for being kind with my kindness. What mean-
ing have people’s offences to you and each other when
death’s saw is sounding at the door, and if you put your
foot over the threshold, your leg will be gone; if you bend
down to the severed leg, your eye will be gone, if you lower
your head in impotent humility, your life will be gone?
What meaning have people’s offences to you and others
when they are not the ones whirling the metal disc, and
the only path there is leads across that threshold?

X

es, everything changes quickly in a person. Only yes-
Uterday the Face-Maker had been glad that it had fallen

to him to continue the line of his trade, to leave peo-
ple a face which would reveal to them the secret of the
miracle of love and tenderness for each other. Only yes-
terday he had been happy that he could work unhurriedly
forever, reading, as he looked into the features of strange
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faces, the book left by humanity, a text which was visible
only to him — the entire experience of all the City’s mas-
ters, who had lived centuries before, was open to him. And
now, when there were only three or four days left to create
a new face and be the first to see it, without having de-
stroyed on the way a single feature of a single face, sens-
ing with each movement the mastery of skill and of inten-
tion, he had to hurry. Lord, if he had known earlier that
there was so little time, the Face-Maker would have ripped
all of those masks from the face of Him-Who-Lay-Before-
Him in two or three days, so that the patient would have
writhed in agony, and then, in creating his face without
having seen anything, without having learned anything,
instead of love he would have put into it all his hatred for
the one who had tested him and for the City, which is so
dead in its eternal pursuit of ranking, in its desire to by-
pass, to overtake, to astonish, he would have put into it all
the pain he had experienced, so that they would hate each
other still more, so that, meeting once a year at the
Choice, they would tear each other’s faces, scratch each
other’s eyes out, break each other’s arms and would be
happy in this hatred — because this was what they had
taught him each moment of each of his lives. But the
Muse!.. The Face-Maker’s thoughts come to a halt, they
stop circling around, and they are no longer red, and no
longer black, but purple, and yellow, and happy.

All the same he will have to remove several faces at
once, and no one on earth will ever know what those faces
were like. Let them he destroyed, the ones that were left, no
one will ever know what they were like. But he will make his
own face beautiful, the most beautiful in the world, because
people must not hate each other, and their hatred must not
swell up to become as immense as the air, so that a man
cannot live anywhere without breathing it, because when
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that fire starts everything is destroyed and no rain is able to
halt the flames, because hatred is stronger than rain.

While the thoughts were skidding and soaring in his head,
changing his decision, changing despair into hope, then into
fear, then again into hope, the Face-Maker’s fingers saw only
the small square on the surface of the skin, and this square
was separated from the face, and there was nothing but a tiny
yellow patch, which had to be exfoliated and preserved — let
others do that some other time, it was easier to restore than
to create. No one would do that except him.

Xiv

he only way to resolve things was by work.
Like a gold-miner he began to rush over the skin,
the eyelids, the lips, and there was no more time, or
Muse, or concern about growing tired, or leaving anything
till tomorrow, for there was no tomorrow. It was an only
illusion that tomorrow was coming. When tomorrow ar-
rives — it becomes today, and there is no point in saving
your energy, no point in sparing your hands, no point in
sparing your soul — only once in a lifetime does the
chance come to work as the Face-Maker worked.

The golden plough thrust its way into these furrows,
these ruts, these depressions and uplands. An immense
field lay before the Face-Maker, and it had to be ploughed
and the sods broken, so that it would be transformed into
green meadows and be yellow with wheat, and beautiful
with the grains of bread which could feed people.

May the harvest come to your field, may the reapers
come in time, may their work go well, and the sky — may
the sky not send down hail and rain on your yellow field.
Hear the ears of corn calling out like pregnant women, hear
how their legs will be broken off beneath the blades of the
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machines and their bodies will be thrashed with flails, and
there shall come to pass what must come to pass — the
poor, ragged, hungry children, like the yellow leaves and
the green leaves of the bog sedge, shall be given loaves of
bread into their hands, into their transparent hands, and
with their mouths watering, they shall sink their black, rot-
ten teeth into the bread, and their faces shall light up, and
their eyes shall grow more gentle and kind, and they shall
stand up, and go forth into the field, and they shall meet the
beasts, which shall go dripping blood on the ground, and
shall not harm a single person. Knowing not what they do,
the children of the bogs, having liberated people from fear
and cruelty, shall go to drain the bogs and save everything
that is left alive on the earth. And this shall be because the
golden plough creaks beneath the hands of the Face-Maker,
and the black soil has already been turned over, and steam
is already rising from the openings in the upturned black-
ness, which has never before seen the light of day, and
moves like living earth. There is no City, there is no Him-
Who-Lies-Before-Me — there is only craving, right and
achievement. But then it is as though they have pumped
out all the air, like before, and there is nothing left to
breathe, and his lungs are stretched till they seem about to
burst; but the Face-Maker knows what to do at such a mo-
ment, and his hands are raised upwards, and mercy is
granted; it becomes easier to breathe, there is something to
breathe now, and once again he can take up the handles of
the plough, but he manages the earth clumsily, and it cries
out in a voice of pain — or is it the rooks calling as they cir-
cle above the plough-field, their eyes fixed on the tumbled
bosom of the earth, aiming their beaks at the chopped,
bleeding worms turned up by the plough?

So that was why the face stirred under the scalpel, no
muscles, no tissue — there are worms instead, the red
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worms have woven their bodies together and lifted up their
tails or their heads, defending themselves and their families
from the Face-Maker’s knife. The worms share in immortal-
ity. For the faces have changed, wisdom has squinted
through the eyes of cruelty, pain has emerged from tender-
ness, strength grinned in insanity — and only the worms
have known the truth. They have borne it in their own bod-
ies, and these bodies were constantly in motion, attempting
to make themselves more comfortable in the close, stuffy
darkness. And now here was a knife — was that any better
than stifling in the darkness? Like snakes they raised their
tails or their heads to meet the pain. They attempted to
demonstrate their skill — one flat white body changed its
form, and the Face-Maker recognized an expression of grief.
Another one changed its pose, and another lowered its head
—and the face was distorted in terror.

The Face-Maker swiftly tore his eyes away from this
face, and immediately a short red worm hid itself among
its fellows, and laughter curved the lips of Him-Who-Lay-
Before-Him. And, setting aside the knife, with fingers that
were blue, gentle, subtle, agile as musical sixteenths, the
Face-Maker gathered these harmless, blind creatures from
the bones, these creatures full of skill and slime, and
dumped the mass of joy, pain and life into the bucket,
then pulled off the last few who had grown into the bone
and muscle. Why rely on worms, on their cramps and hun-
ger, on their closeness and indifference? Let the soul
weep — and the face, let it grow radiant, the face express-
es the soul, even if the soul is a severe one — and the face
is like it.

I don’t need smooth-skinned intermediaries, I don’t need
intermediaries stuffed with my body that has been digested
into shit. I want to smile and cry myself. I need a Muse, who
sees me, and not them, pretending to be me. I need a City
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which will contain what is, not what pretends to be what is. I
need a love which is as sincere and shameless and fearless as
the love between bodies open to each other in trust.

Without looking at the red worms writhing and
scrambling over each other, crushing the remnants of the
husks of the faces, slithering down the smooth nickel-
plated wall, yet clambering back up again, and devouring
each other and the remnants of the material that they
used to set in motion, the Face-Maker went on with his
work.

He worked until the eyes opened beneath his hands,
and they were like the eyes of those who had sent him on
his way, who had no strength to crawl after him, whose
bread he had eaten, leaving them to die of hunger; the
eyes of those who had been kind to him while the woman
died at the paw of the beast; his own eyes, which had re-
mained hidden within him during the trial by fire on the
square. These were eyes of forgiveness and hope, these
were eyes of understanding and compassion — these were
the eyes of the life which the Face-Maker was moulding
with his own hands. These were the eyes of the Muse,
without whom he was helpless and senseless.

Because if you live for no one, you are empty and your
name is dust. Now the cheeks have already taken shape
beneath the Face-Maker’s fingers, like a field in which he
has sown his own corn, and from which he has gathered
his own harvest. And the nose, like a watchman, has taken
up position above the field in order to preserve this har-
vest and protect the grain from the crows. And the lips
have become ricks of corn, crimson from the setting sun
and infused with the reaper’s blood.

The Face-Maker stepped back, and looked at the per-
son lying there, and he was blinded by the beauty and
goodness of what he had created, and when his eyes had
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recovered and grown accustomed to the sight which had
transformed them — the essence of Him-Who-Stands-
Over-All was revealed to him.

And then the Face-Maker understood that he had only
remade what was visible to the eye.

The master-craftsman of the flesh had not touched the
soul.

The beautiful was external.

He-Who-Stands-Over-All is indifferent to how his face
is seen and made by people, for his essence is devoid of
flesh and eternally inaccessible either to skill or iron.

A reward?

Of course, the Face-Maker deserves one for his work.

It is not given to everyone to know the count of the
days, especially as mercifully, as wisely and with such
compassion as He-Who-Stands-Over-All had revealed this
to the Face-Maker, whom he would never remember, and
without whom he would in any case have brought about
what could have happened even without Himself.

XV

he wide-flung doors of the House sucked in the people
-I-from the rain. As though a boa-constrictor had opened

its jaws, elastic as a nylon stocking, and was gradually
swallowing an entranced, defenseless, crawling animal
which rustled its cloaks, smelling of the thunderstorm
which had rumbled past above the City. At last its tail
whisked in at the leaves of the door, and they all came to-
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gether slowly and indifferently, probably initiating the
process of digestion.

The chalice was full to the very brim with evil, and the
Official’s hand held it carefully. He had fulfilled his mis-
sion today as he had to and none of it any longer depend-
ed on him, it was time for him to take a break. Even the
water in the canals was almost transparent today after the
downpour. All that was left of the City, afraid of overflow-
ing, was perched on the edges of its seats with all its eyes
glued to the centre of the stage. It was empty. The image
had disappeared, and in its place on the wall there was
only a faint, dark square.

Its outline was only visible from the final rows, but
from the first row, where the Official was sitting and from
which he had viewed the hall when they were removing
the image, the spot was invisible. The Official had smiled
to himself at the time as he looked around. The Image had
been stuck up there without being changed for so long,
and when they took it down there wasn’t a trace left.
Stone doesn’t change its colour.

But to those sitting high up, in the final rows, this visible
square of emptiness was a sign of hope that today their des-
tiny would change. Who knew who they might be when they
left this hall? The front rows, who had seen so many changes
in their time, had come to terms in advance with the pain of
the usual corrections, and were expecting a spectacle, and
laughing to themselves at the hopes of the rows at the back.
But even they were gripped by anticipation, and in a few
minutes, despite their self-assurance, indifference and readi-
ness for the usual changes that changed nothing, without
understanding what was happening to them, they became
one with the entire hall, as though they were beginning to
feel something that their brains could not understand — the
way a dog howls on the eve of its master’s death, although t
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he master is still unaware of the expiry of his term. Faithful to
the law of future causes, the flesh united the people. And the
hall’s immense heart began to beat regularly, only very
slightly fast, as though it had been enlarged and strength-
ened so that without losing the general rhythm, each of them
might look to the spot where He was to appear, the one
whose existence the Great Face-Maker had surmised in op-
posing the Official. Seven days had passed, and that fable had
turned the world upside down.

The Official held the chalice of the hall carefully in a
steady hand. The hall’s heavy heart contracted regularly,
driving fear and hope, indifference and hope through the
people’s veins. Only the Official and the Muse had a life of
their own. He winked at the Muse, who was sitting beside
him. The Muse pressed her lips together in tense exhaus-
tion — she alone was waiting for the Face-Maker, and not
the person the rest of the hall was expecting.

The Official had promised her they would meet here.
But she remembered very well the Official’s phrase that he
never spoke the truth, the phrase that meant he never had
to justly anything he said or did. But strong as the Muse’s
hope to see the Face-Maker had been, in defiance of un-
truth, for an instant the hall tipped over in her eyes and
then righted itself, and just a single drop — the Muse’s
teardrop — spilled over the edge when the Face-Maker
sank into the chair beside her and took her hand with a
palm still hot from work. There was no time to rejoice —
the light on the stage was growing stronger, and in the
hall it began to grow dim, as though it was being pumped
from one vessel into another.

The quietness grew still quieter, and only a few hearts
began to beat out of step, faster, and then the others
caught up with them and joined the new rhythm, as
though the train were gathering speed.
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Xvi

hen the light in the hall was completely extin-
Wguished, and the shadow on the stone had quite

vanished, the Face-Maker rose and pulled the Muse
after him. She smiled in response in the darkness, as she
had smiled when she waited for the Face-Maker, who was
already close by, who was entirely with her an instant lat-
er — at this moment she was dying and being born to the
light. The Face-Maker led her through the aisles to the
exit.

The Muse’s head was spinning, and she hardly knew
what was happening or where she was, because she had
waited for him too long. The people living in the darkness
paid no attention to them, and just to be certain, they dug
their fingers into the arms of the seats, so that they became
part of the arms, in order not to lose their places just yet.

The Muse only recovered herself a little when the rain
began to drum on her hood, when the Face-Maker’s fin-
gers, weaving their way round her back and under her arm,
touched her through her cloak. And again the rain and
everything around her disappeared. There was no City, no
pouring rain, no anticipation, no need to be back where
they had just been.

She came to herself again for a brief moment when he
lowered her shirt to the waist, and stroked her, and
switched on the light, and leant over her. His chest touched
her, and the Muse felt the great power of the moment, and
she stretched out her arms and wound them around the
Face-Maker’s neck. She didn’t understand at first when he
removed her hands and placed them at her sides.

“Don’t you love me any more?” asked the Muse, still
not able to believe what had happened.
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“I can’t tell you anything, but you must believe that
I’'m doing what has to be done. I don’t have much time,”
said the Face-Maker, “hardly any at all, but I’ll try to do
everything that I can.”

The Muse raised her eyes, and only now did she see
that she was in the Face-Maker’s laboratory, surrounded
by white walls, lying on the operating table, that the Face-
Maker was holding a scalpel, and the pain in the right cor-
ner of her mouth made her realize that the operation was
already taking place. Just like that, without the face being
prepared, without the skin being an a estheticized, on the
living flesh. Why, the Muse wanted to ask, but she be-
lieved that if the Face-Maker was doing it, it was neces-
sary. That meant it was important to them.

“Look at me,” said the Face-Maker, “look at me, and
it won’t hurt so much.” And he pressed down still more
heavily on her breasts, and she could feel his body and
his pain, this Muse who knew him as no one else in the
world knew him. The face of love and labour breathed
above her, and it all became one — the love, the pain, the
pressure of his body. It was no longer frightening to feel
the skin being bent under her eyes, her lips growing
heavier, her mouth filling with blood, the Face-Maker
changing the cotton-wool in her mouth. The scalpel be-
gan cleaning the corners of her eye. She began to see the
Face-Maker’s real face, and it was different from what it
had been yesterday. The taste of blood grows stronger
and stronger, and the softness of the Face-Maker’s
body... But he works on, hurrying himself along and
watching her face as it changes. Water and tears fall on
to the Muse’s exposed muscles.

“I'll get it done, 1 have to, even if it’s not perfectly
right, even if it’s not absolutely accurate it will still be
enough, and you’ll wait for me.”
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“I’ll always wait for you, but why are you crying, and
why are we here?”

“T’ll tell you,” said the Face-Maker, “I’ll tell you, just
let me get it done. Be patient and bear it.”

“Of course I will,” answered the Muse, “that’s not so
difficult, I'll be patient.”

But it’s not so easy to bear it. All the muscles of the
face are exposed now and it’s on fire, as though flames are
creeping across the face and burning off everything that
was on it, so that grass might grow here, so that flowers
might grow here, so that this earth might give life to the
Muse’s new face, which is like her soul, like the face of
Him-Who-Stands-Over-All. Ah, these flames, no body left,
only pain. How long till the flowers? But now there is only
fire, fire and smoke, and a smell of wool, and nothing to
breathe, and nothing to live for, and nobody, no Face-
Maker, no old face and no new one. Only endless kilome-
tres of scorched steppe. And when will the first grass
sprout again from the ashes, and when will the first flower
bloom, and the first little green cricket sing its wise, click-
ing song?

The Face-Maker works on, and the tears fall on the
steppe, and its hills lie beneath his chest, heaving slightly,
ever more gently. It is so quiet that a bird flying by might
startle you with its terrible noise.



CHAPTER FOUR

THE NEW FACE

t is so quiet that if it should get any quieter, the life will
Iﬂow out of the hall, like water out of a chalice that has

cracked in your hands or a mountain lake that empties
through a cleft in its bottom — the way a train stops when
it breathes out its last smoke, because the coal is all
burned out, the wires have gone dead, the climb has de-
feated the wheels. But after lingering for a moment, the
hall breathed out, and the pass was left behind. Like a ca-
nal filled by fresh water, the wires were newly charged
with watts and volts, and the wheels began to breathe, and
they picked up speed once again. There it is — movement,
a tight feeling in their throats, hands gripping the arm-
rests of the brass seats, heads thrust forward, eyes fixed on
the spot where He-Who-Stands-Over-All is revealed to the
hall. The first sight of the face, the glimpse that blinded
everyone, astounding everyone sitting in the hall with its
goodness, strength and mercy, is past now. Just as a per-
son blinded by approaching headlights stops seeing any-
thing round about him, but the flash of light remains fixed
in his vision, although the car and its light are already far
away. He can just see well enough to make out the road
and turn off before he is hit by the next car, the one travel-
ing without lights. He would have turned off sooner, but
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for this light still in his eyes. Until they could grow used to
it, each of them saw the face with his own imagination,
with his own blindness. Yes, this was the face they had
been waiting for.

But time passes, and the blindness from excessive light
passes, a man’s ear hears a word, and that helps him to see
what the eye is unable to distinguish. The Official, who
was keener-sighted and quicker-witted, was the first to see
another new face — and fear crept into the Official’s heart.

While the hall was jubilantly silent, a toad thrust its
nose and eye into the Official’s heart and blocked the valve
through which the blood flowed to the Official’s body, there
was nothing left to breathe, and the Official gulped at the
air, exactly like the Face-Maker stuck in the bell-glass from
which the air had been evacuated. The Official ceased to
breathe, but the Official gathered his strength: “Now then,
push, give it everything you’ve got” — and he squeezed this
slimy green monster through the valve, which expanded
into a mouth, and he began breathing calmly and evenly.

He-Who-Stands-Over-All had tricked him. The City
would be saved, perhaps, there would still be life in it, and
there would remain those whose faces, although not quite
like the face of the Image, were nonetheless suitable for
reworking. But the Official’s face was too far beyond the
bounds of this “suitable”.

He felt cold and senseless inside, like a man who has
been wandering in the desert for days upon days, knowing
exactly where there is water. He has managed to crawl to
the place, half-dead, and his hand is already stretched out
to scoop up the water, to return to life and learn once
again how to love, and how to fear the simple things (loss
of power, abandonment by the one you have loved, or the
realization that the work you been doing all your life is
confusion and absurdity), he has already pursed his lips,
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ready to return to life, to moisten their dry, rough skin,
cracked like the earth in a drought, but then before his
very eyes, when he has crawled so far and lost everything
on the way, abandoned everything on the long journey in
order to get here, the water drains away, and nothing is
left before him but a sink-hole in the sand, as dry and dead
as a road built by man. The Official’s lips turned down, as
though a cane had been broken in the middle. The Face-
Maker, the trials, thousands condemned to Departure with
Departure executed so rapidly that the water in the canal
became thick as oil, participation in acts of copulation un-
der the guise of a member of the movement, all in the
name of the City’s good, in the name of the City’s salva-
tion, each hour devoted to ensuring that the City lived as
it had lived before the absurd quarrel with the Great One,
whom he, the Official, would not now outlive by very long.

The Official rubbed his temples, closed his eyes and
saw a thought. He needed the Face-Maker now. That was
why he had taken the Muse out of the hall — in an hour
the Muse would have a new face. That meant the Official
had the same chance — while the hall was still listening to
the words of Him-Who-Stands-Over-All.

The Official stood up, and in the darkness he walked
slowly and quietly up the steps to the entrance: in his
thought he had even seen precisely where to find the
Face-Maker — in his laboratory. And no one paid any at-
tention to the Official because down there on the stage
was the light and down there the destiny of each one of
them was setting out on a new journey along a new road.
The Official pushed gently against the door — and the
door was locked.

If anyone should know, then he should, that if the
doors are closed, no one alive can shift them an inch. The
Official became even calmer inside. He would stay here, in
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the final row, by the door, and when everything was over,
he would slip out and find the Face-Maker. All was not yet
lost — as long as his legs walked, his eyes saw, and there
was air to breathe.

Like a cat ready to pounce, the Official sprawled in the
seat right beside the door. The back rows were almost all
empty. Too many had been given Departure in the last few
days, there were not enough numbers left now to fill all
the seats, for the procedure for registering as a number
required an operation, and the rank-and-file face-makers
simply could not work fast enough to replace the departed.

y this time the words of Him-Who-Stands-Over-All
ﬁwere filling up the space in the hall, the way water

gushing into an newly excavated canal flows slowly at
first, soaking into the earth, but then it picks up speed,
and already the front rows are caught up in the flow of
thought, they are beginning to feel dizzy with an excite-
ment and strength which drowns out doubt and fear.

Desire, right, necessity, the inevitability of action, like
seeds broadcast on rich soil, crack before their eyes to
throw shoots high into the sky — the thought of Him-
Who-Stands-Over-All flows on and the shoots grow higher
in leaps and bounds.

Action — their bodies are filled with strength like a
rubber toy with air.

Each hears what he wants to hear. Each one with a
Name understands the thought flooding his ears in his
own way.

First row, seat six — he’s even half-risen to his feet.

Damn it, a fight means something. Defending what you
have is a sacred duty, victory is their form of life, every-
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thing remains just as it was. But now the stagnant blood,
like a river at full-flood, will flow more merrily through his
veins. And his hand feels along the arm-rest — this is the
weapon with which he is destined to conquer.

First row, seat seven — the Chairman...

It’s time to take the side of the back rows, the future be-
longs to them, to those he has not yet worked with, who,
consequently, are still alive, and consequently, for them he
is only the magnanimous, compassionate Chairman of the
Commission — but he has a Name. He will renounce his
Name, he is prepared to carry out his work namelessly, los-
ing your name is easier than losing your life...

Third row, seat ten — the Husband...

He’s only just achieved something beyond his wildest
dreams and now he’ll lose it. he’ll beat them all on his own,
the lot of them, fighting with teeth and nails and feet.

Seat eleven — the Wife...

Don’t get involved, wait a while and see how things
turn out — everyone needs a wife. She turned round, and
the eyes of the hall looked past her, but there were so
many eyes she knew well among the ones she could see,
they would defend her and keep her alive. Wait a while.

Seat thirteen...

That’s fair. Yes, it’s time to get started, everything
from the beginning again. Better houses, better women,
better... Of course justice is on the side of the back rows,
and then there will be no shame inside, no fear or bondage
in living by the law of the Name, without paying any at-
tention your inner voice... of course, change sides right
this moment, before they notice you.

Seat thirty-one...

For him the words of Him-Who-Stands-Over-All were
a clear and palpable expression of the certainty of the vic-
tory for the names, in their status as chosen ones, in their
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professional ability, their right to stand over the City and
command it — for what are these dull, ugly specimens,
almost different faces, capable of by comparison with his
face, a likeness of the face of the Image... This Other Im-
age? That’s what the face-makers are for, tomorrow they
will all have that face, and tomorrow once again they
will... better to lose your life than to lose your name. And
he dug his fingers into the arm-rest of the seat, into the
heavy green brass, a very axe of an arm-rest.

Seat thirty-three...

In the fervour and strength of their rectitude the front
rows awaited the end of the speech.

ach one heard what he wanted to hear.
[ In the fervor and strength of their rectitude those

sitting behind the front rows waited, motionless, for
the words of Him-Who-Stands-Over-All. The wave of
thought had already dashed against their ears, against
their souls, it was already clear to each of them, even
those who were in the back rows: so that was it, their
neighbours and friends had not departed in vain, today the
front rows would be taken over by them — in the name of
their Departure, their homes, their gardens, their peace...
They heard quite clearly that the old law was demolished.
The new face was the measure of the new life.

All things are made new.

All places in the hall are free.

All they need to do to begin with is make the front
rows knuckle under, to ring them dry with their hands, like
drying a washed dog.

They can manage that, see how many of them there
are, the whole hall row upon row, all who have never seen
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the Image so close up as the front rows, they fill the whole
hall. Always they’ve had to fight in the darkness, breaking
arms and heads, for what the front rows had without
fighting: and even when, mutilated, battered, half-
throttled, they nonetheless survived, they were still noth-
ing and nobody for the names, and just like before the
front rows didn’t even see them and divided all the good
things in the City between themselves. So that was it, the
time of payment, here it was, the chance to obtain in a
single minute — without work, without operations, that is,
without pain, simply by making the effort — what be-
longed to them.

Glory to the Great Face-Maker for revealing to them
Him-Who-Stands-Over-All. Their eyes sparkled merrily.
The male One Hundred and Thirty-Two felt a paving-slab
with his foot — it was loose, and he worked it to and fro. A
good material, stone, not afraid of the rain, and for a fight
you couldn’t do better, The female One Hundred hid her
hands on her breast, she had a lead charm, and her fingers
quietly began to scrape through the linen thread on which
the charm was hung. A charm is not the worst of weapon:s,
if it’s heavy.

The male One Hundred thought regretfully that he had
not really taken part in the movement, except perhaps
once, and that he would hardly get anything, but his part-
ner, the female One Hundred... he stroked her elbow,
which was just level with his lips — she was scraping
through the linen thread. She just shifted her elbow slight-
ly and the male One Hundred’s lips split against his teeth,
and the blood ran down his chin. “Yes, yes, that’s fair,” he
thought, “what she did, poor thing, and she loved me, and
what could be worse than the pain of moral torment?”
The blood was a salve to his conscience, it somehow expi-
ated his passivity in the movement, and he kissed her el-
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bow with his split lips. The female One Hundred didn’t
even wipe away the blood — she had no time.

Ah, how right he was, He-Who-Stands-Over-All.

Anything was allowed, if it was what you wanted.

Everyone had the right to be himself and occupy the posi-
tion which he felt he was destined for. And nobody — each of
them heard — knows better than yourself what you deserve...

Yes, the sweet music circulated in the human body
with the blood, and if we were to lower into it a floating
light which could be seen through the form of the body,
then these are the words it would spell out in its motion:
“Behold, the truth”.

Each of them is right.

If he has the right.

Each has less than he deserves.

There it is, movement, and each of them is justified by
results.

What was still new to them had already grown old.
The old words were new in their essence — internally, in
their meaning, not externally in their sound and their
physical existence. And the hall accepted this in joyful
excitement.

The time came when a new face was inevitable. And
this face was recognized by the eye of the hall and avidly
accepted by it — the way the dry earth accepted the rain.

After this the head of the hall thought lightly and easi-
ly and fluently. The hall knew what to do, it was only wait-
ing for the signal. It had all happened already, so far only
within their bodies and their imaginations, but it had hap-
pened. Each of them had rehearsed his first movement,
and each of them had chosen the seat which would be his.

Ah, what power that was — to allow a man to surmount
with a wave of his hand the things that took everybody
years, a lifetime, a generation. Ah, what power that was!
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Like setting a wolf-hound on a wolf, its sets the prov-
ince against the capital, drives the steppe into the moun-
tains, pours the sea into the rivers, transforms the moun-
tains into ditches, fills the graves with dirt, instantly cir-
cles the globe and returns unexpectedly from the other
side, hangs itself, gobbles its own pups with horse-radish
in oil, brings music into the world and leaves it attached to
its umbilical cord, so that terror and pain should live on
until both mother and child die, it changes gods the way
junk-men change rags for money, chews broken glass with
pleasure and a feeling of pride in its strong stomach, it
deceives itself, then the second time around becomes the
truth, the truth externally and its own opposite internally,
and as a result as temporary as this power itself is.

Lord God, how much energy is wasted only in order to
arrive back where everything started, and after such great
losses!

This energy could turn so many wheels, move so many
wings, bring so many children into the world, plant so
many new forests, invent so many new words to replace
the old ones that no longer mean anything, or new mean-
ings which could be introduced into the old words like a
bird into an abandoned house, and so many lives would
not have disappeared without trace, like waves dissolved
in the ocean... There could be so much extra warmth in
every home in the world. Well then, pointsman, switch
this energy to the main track, let it fly on without halting.

Go to the left and you’ll lose your own self, go to the
right and you’ll kill a man. Go straight on and you’ll end
up back where you started. The wheels of the train spin,
and there is no choice, you are moving onwards, the car-
riages fly along, and there’s no way of telling the names
from the numbers, just one hurtling mass that cannot be
stopped or understood, but just let anyone try getting off
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and the speed will rip his head from his shoulders: “No
Exit” — the sign is lit up in the carriage, like the “No
Smoking” sign in the passenger cabin of a plane, where
there’s no need to write that there’s “no exit”.

And before everyone’s eyes, which are turned back in
on themselves, stands the new face, which has opened
these eyes, which has taken on itself all their pains and
sorrows, all their guilt.

This face!

How could the soul of the hall not believe in it, how
could the ear of the hall not hear the new words, if people
recognized themselves in the mirror? He-Who-Stands-
Over-All was gone, and the words he spoke had vanished,
hidden (the way the free bread-loaves disappear into bags
in hungry years), but the hall was still sitting in silence
and greedily absorbing the echo of what He-Who-Stands-
Over-All had said, the way a beggar, having eaten his
crust, gathers up the crumbs and greedily dispatches them
into his mouth with his dirty, withered hands.

People were still seeing themselves in the beauty of the
new face (a distorting mirror can make an ugly person
beautiful), but the first grains had already split and the
shoots had sprouted.

Female One Hundred, clutching the lead charm in her
raised hand, crossed the border that no one could cross
and brought down her leaden fist on the head of the Wife,
yesterday this was her place in her imagination, and today
by right, but the Husband did what anyone with a name
had to do when a person with a number attacked — he
caught female One Hundred’s hand, when the fist grasp-
ing the charm was just about to touch the Wife’s hair, and
twisted the entire arm and the shoulder, so that blood
spurted from the flesh, and the bone cracked, the axle
snapped, and the first wheel span off into the hall. See it
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whirling faster and faster, off across the stones, along the
edge of the precipice... The carriage keeled over, caught a
sleeper, ripped it out of the ground, and tied the rails in a
knot beneath itself, as though they weren’t metal at all,
but a thick brown thread that had been stretched under
the wheels, and the carriage lay across the length of the
train.

v

he law was ended, and there remained only the truth

that each one knew and which made him free. The

seats began to creak, and those above came rushing
downwards, while those below went rushing upwards, or
first those below rushed upwards and then those above
rushed downwards. Of course, there were some among
them who would have liked to quit, who would have vol-
untarily surrendered what they possessed, who didn’t give
a damn for this illusion of a person’s prospects — name
and number. But... of what use to us is our wisdom when
we are flying in a burning plane, or standing on the win-
dow-sill of the twentieth floor, which is blazing like an oil-
tank, how wise can we be in the compartment of a train
when the carriages are piling on top of each other? What
good are our subterfuge, our cunning, our restraint, our
diplomacy, our will, our foresight, our preparedness, our
indifference.

Tell me, train, who set you sideways on the tracks?
You've tied the cursed rails in a knot and tossed them off
to the side. How precipitously it hurtled downwards, this
iron monster stuffed with people, destinies, hopes, clas-
ses, numbers — carriage upon carriage, like a bull to a cow,
like a dog to a bitch... The carriages landed on one anoth-
er, and inside them arms were pulled off, and scratched-
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out eye-balls tumbled like spilled peas around the floor,
tendons snapped with a noise like gunfire, heads burst
under heaps of feet like balloons pricked by a pin. And the
fists were working all the time.

The train hoots with its wheels up in the air, smoke
pours out of the funnel. Tear it to sheds! There’s a piston
still flying through the air, still spinning from inertia, and
all the glass! Crash it goes — into your eyes. Crack go the
hands — breaking the skulls. What turmoil, God preserve
us! Everyone has the same face, you can’t tell whose is
whose, everyone is beating everyone else, and no one
knows who is who and who is on which side. If the Face-
Maker could have seen this now, he’d have laid down on
the floor like a dog between the chairs and howled at his
stupidity. He put his life into this.

Into that?

Into THIS?

Run the film back a week, and he wouldn’t have cor-
rected the Husband’s face, he’d have slit the Official’s
throat in a dark corner, he’d rather have been given De-
parture as long as it was for something worthwhile — but
this hadn’t happened then. If you can’t create, then at
least preserve. That’s greater than creating, and more im-
portantly, it does people more good. It may be more anon-
ymous, but it does more good. A week’s happiness for the
Husband and the Wife was small reward for all this suffer-
ing. And the train would not have gone hurtling and twist-
ing through the air and crushing those who were caught in
its iron fold s. And the flames, the flames! Did some fool
couple a tank-car into the train for a joke?

The Husband’s luck had soon deserted him, dropping
him down just as it had raised him up — only lower than
his life before the rise. Someone’s feet trampled his head,
someone’s foot sank into his groin, and like a dog the
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Husband doubled over, and his life squelched out as his
tongue came tumbling out of his mouth, and he could re-
member no one, the burning train turned upside-down in
his eyes, and the lead charm tumbled on to the floor and
rolled under the seat.

But life still goes on. Someone is storming the doors.
They’re swinging the Official against them like a log. The
Official’s head has long since been replaced by a spongy
mass, but they keep pounding and pounding; others press
around them and try to drag them away, but they keep on
pounding like woodcutters, monotonously — like a pendu-
lum, regularly — like a machine, fast — like breathing in
and out, on and on inexorably... And look at the women,
the women! Nails and teeth at work — and anything else
they can think of — they’ve set the most zealous ones on
fire. The flesh burns well, it runs around, it shrieks and
burns, and still it keeps on fighting.

But nothing lasts forever.

v

now, the engine has burnt and smoked itself out and

soot is all that’s left. Everything seems to be dead,
there’s nothing but iron and silence. But even here life
goes on. They begin crawling out of the iron junk-heap,
some with a groan, some even calmly, some — you can’t
understand how they can possibly do it. It turned out not
to matter in the fight, in that whirling tornado, who had a
Name and who had a number, there are heaps of both ly-
ing there, tumbled together, uncounted, unsorted, be-
tween the chairs, in the aisles, on the stage. By the door a
hillock has risen up, and is still stirring slightly as other
people come scrambling back from non-existence.

It seems the carriages are all at the bottom of the slope
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The only thing is, however you may try to twist things,
the numbers have more people killed, and more survivors
too, and this fact, of course, has its own logic and its own
justice. In the first place, even before the crash the names
were merely an insignificant leaven among the masses,
and everyone knows that nature respects proportion, and
in the second place, after all, the majority smeared the
minority across the walls and hacked them down with
brass axes, and if it had turned out differently the scale
would surely have been all wrong.

What had happened had happened, and now the survi-
vors crawled out, stunned and listless, they crawled out,
glanced around, gathered their wits, recovered slightly —
crushed out of shape, twisted but still whole — and the
veil of stupor fell from their eyes like the shell from the
head of a chick newly emerged from the egg, and immedi-
ately the first to recover his wits (wWho appeared to be the
most intact, even his shirt wasn’t torn, which means he’s
an iron warrior, or perhaps, of course it was just luck, or —
like the Wife — he simply sat it all out) barked out: “Bind
them in the name of the New Face”.

The numbers immediately understood who it was they
had to bind, and they bound them. But what could you
bind them with? They ripped the shirts off the dead wom-
en and men, they tore them up and bound the others, and
if anyone half-resisted the numbers, still drunk on blood,
struck him with a chair-leg or anything else they could lay
their hands on, without bothering to think about it too
much. And that was only right — what pity could there be
when so many of their brothers lay all around the hall be-
tween the shattered rows of seats? True, there was still the
question of who had put them there — but whose question
was that? For the numbers it was clear — the Names, of
course, especially the ones who were still alive, these ones
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here. The iron man went up on the stage and asked his
brother numbers to drag up the bound bodies. They
dragged them up.

There weren’t many with names left alive.

The Wife, of course, had not come to grief, come hell
or high water, half-suffocated, she had sat it out under the
chairs, covered in bruises but, like the iron man, almost
unharmed — so there is a way out when the carriages are
crashing on to one another?

No!

But what about the Wife?

Coincidence — she wasn’t the only one who tried to es-
cape, to wriggle out of it, to sit it all out, there they are,
still where they were under the seats, some had their
heads kicked in, some had them smashed by axes. Pure
coincidence, too, that the new female Joint Chairperson is
alive, although, of course her profession is in some ways as
much of a hell as the picture now resolving itself before
her eyes, images draining away like rainwater into the
earth after a downpour. Five living Names, less important
ones, were all they collected. They included the Muse’s
Director, who had occupied an empty seat.

The numbers are at work, dragging whole seats — and
what remains of what was sitting in them — closer to the
stage, leveling them out, forming them back into rows, and
almost without abuse, almost without quarreling, seating
themselves in them — for what is there to quarrel about?

Here it is, success.

Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven sits in the sixth seat of
the first row as though he has been sitting there all his life.
Sitting beside him is the former Three Hundred, and the
others are not wasting any time either.

And there’s our iron man, Nine Hundred and Ten, al-
ready settled into the Official’s seat — not the old one,
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true, that was shattered or shredded — but a new one has
been set in the same place. Not actually a new one, of
course, there’s the number Six Hundred and Sixty-Six still
on the back of it, but the place is the Official’s place, and
that’s what counts. He sat down as the iron man, but he
rose as the Official.

And then it started.

“Well,” said the new Official. “What shall we do with
you? You have killed so many of our people.”

One of the bound prisoners snarled at him:

“You killed them yourself, nobody else did.”

The Official spread his arms sadly and shrugged his
shoulders, people from the front row rose and went across
to the slanderer. And with their bare hands, in the sight of
all there present, as it says in the ancient chronicles, they
strangled this louse, who had dared to contradict the Offi-
cial (the depths these Names had sunk to, the old Official
had been too soft on them) while he was speaking — for
numbers love order too. They dragged the dead body
aside. The Wife saw his tongue lolling out, and she shud-
dered, and he reminded her of her Husband in bed. Now t
he Wife realized why she had hated her Husband all her
life — when he blew his fuse he was like a strangled
corpse. She thought with relief that now she was free of
her Husband, and she smiled.

“Are you smiling? Are you laughing at us?” The Offi-
cial was absolutely furious. Like anyone who has only
just seized power he was, of course, suffering from mor-
bid mistrust in the sincerity of respect shown to his au-
thority.

But the Wife just smiled even more broadly and said:

“I’'m simply glad that a real man like you is in charge.”

She hadn’t done the rounds of almost the entire male
population of the City for nothing. What hadn’t she

491



learned in her varied life — getting round a man was
child’s play to her. She knew the higher diplomacy of rela-
tionships as well as a senior school-boy knew his multipli-
cation tables — what to say and how at such a moment to
the former Nine Hundred and Ten, for a position is all very
well, but inside (with, of course, the additional experience
of the crash) he was still as yet the former Nine Hundred
and Ten, with his mind fixed on getting a number a bit
higher (which he had), and a decent woman, from some-
where in the eight hundreds. As for the Wife — in this very
hall just over a week ago he had sweated and snorted, and
dug his fingers into the back of the seat in the course of
the model lovemaking. Who could resist the charms of the
Wife, whose body he, like everyone, knew like the back of
his hand, and had carried for so many days in his heart?
Reassured by her words, and encouraged by his desire, he
said to the Wife:

“You have earned a pardon.”

And no one spoke a word from the hall, they respected
order too. Only when she went over to him, sat beside
him, put her hand on his shoulder, and he put his right
arm around her and pressed her to him, several rows of the
seats still standing squeaked, and no wonder — almost all
of them were either broken or scarcely holding together.

The Wife thought how she had always lived with a sen-
sation of loathing for her Husband and her life; and it was
quite possible that the names were to blame for that, they
had made her what she was. This thought reassured the
Wife, and glancing around, and noting to herself the
strong hand calmly lying on her shoulder, she thought
that to be the Official’s partner was success, and every-
thing that had happened was for the best — she had been
lucky. Glad at what had happened, she began to feel at-
tracted to the man sitting beside her, and her hand grew
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hot, and her hips grew warm, and through the material the
warmth touched the Official’s legs, and he shuddered, and
what he was doing at this minute was determined to a cer-
tain extent by this feeling of having a woman beside him.

Vi

" ell now,” said the Official, “we have before us the
W]oint Chairperson of our remarkable and excel-
lent Commission. Whose brother or father or
near number has not passed under this all-seeing eye?
Look at this monster.” Everyone looked at this monster,
and no one felt even the slightest stirring of doubt that he
had to look, no one even felt the slightest stirring of regret
that none of them felt the slightest stirring of doubt that
they had to look. To listen to the other Official, the former
one, would have been insulting to the spirit of the num-
bers who were left alive, but not listening to this one. Be-
cause he was them — and surely it’s not insulting to listen
to yourself? As for the habit and experience of obedience,
they had plenty of that.

All of them, even those who had squeaked their rickety
seats, looked at the Joint Chairperson. And the sight was
worth looking at. The material at her breast and her waist
and lower was tattered, exposing the beautiful pink young
body, and only by the neck was there a bruise left by
someone’s misdirected blow with a chair-leg or some oth-
er sharp instrument, for instance a woman’s nails.

“But we can’t see what she’s really like,” said the Offi-
cial. He nudged the Wife in the side and she went over,
and without untying the Joint Chairperson, she ripped the
remnants of material from her body.

“Now you see.” The Wife raised her eyes to the seated
company — there weren’t many of them after all, and the
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eyes of many of them were familiar to her, but they were
occupied with retribution and, of course, they could not
allow themselves what they wanted and what the Wife
knew all about.

“Now we see...”

The Wife was about to go back, but the Official stopped
her:

“Wait, insofar as we represent our brothers who have
here given up their lives”— he pointed into the hall — “we
must determine the degree of guilt of each of our enemies
who is left alive.” The Official pointed first at the Museum
Director — “We’ll start with him.” The prisoner twitched
in his bonds.

“No, don’t get up.”

There was no need to explain anything to the Wife, she
had quickly mastered her new duties. At the words from
the hall: “He must hide nothing — away with their se-
crets!” the Wife tore the last few rags from the Director’s
body.

“Untie them,” ordered the Official, pointing to the
Joint Chairperson and the Director.

The Wife untied them.

“Set them facing each other.”

The Wife turned the seats round and helped the Joint
Chairperson and the Director to sit more comfortably. It
was all done with sincere concern and kindness. “After all,
he’s one of us,” the thought flashed through her head.
“I should do what I can.”

As she re-seated the Director, she even stroked him
gently on the shoulder, but so inconspicuously that those
sitting in the hall could not see it. Having carried out her
duties, the Wife returned to her seat, and once again the
Official put his arm round her and pressed her to him. He
became tense and focused and leant forward.
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“And now perform your duty,” said the Official to the
Joint Chairperson, “you’re a professional, and if you do it
well enough, perhaps...” he did not say perhaps what, but
it was clear from his expression that Departure was one
possibility, but clemency was not out of the question. The
other prisoners had grown accustomed to their bonds and
were still. It seemed now there might be a chance to serve
the new Official. Lord, how far away was that peaceful
time when they didn’t need to make any choices, they
could eat, sleep, go to work, and life was as clear as the
name they had and which, of course, they had earned. No
need to think about any new face. But then, He-Who-
Stands-Over-All had been prophesied by one of their own,
and their brains just couldn’t make sense of that riddle.
Yes, he was even more them than they were themselves,
and there could be no two ways about it.

“Your Name?” asked the Joint Chairperson, who had
also had an inkling of hope. The Joint Chairperson began
to do her usual job, there was no more hall, no fight, no
feeling that the Official was watching her and she had to
make a special effort in performing her duties.

The accused had also conceived a hope: after all, it was
quite clear that those sitting in the hall had been just as
involved in the fight as he had, and he was no more guilty
than they were. And then an interrogation in public is not
the same thing as a téte a téte in the Joint Chairperson’s
office.

“Director

“For how long?”

“Two years now.”

“How many corrective operations did you have in order
to receive this name?”

“Six.”

“Why was such great concern shown for you?”

1”
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The hall was indignant, not even in the most favoura-
ble of circumstances could any of them have counted on
having two operations, one was the best they could ex-
pect.

“What was your initial likeness coefficient?”

“Minus twenty.”

The hall let out its breath. “Monstrous!” They had been
stuck in the middle numbers with a coefficient of minus
ten.

The further conversation between the Director and the
Joint Chairperson exposed such a large number of viola-
tions of the Law of Operations that in half an hour every-
thing was quite clear. And despite all his attempts at sub-
terfuge, the accused always came up against that single,
central truth, one tenth part of which would have sufficed
for Departure even in peaceful times — but today, in front
of the numbers, after so many deaths... The Joint Chair-
person, however, was merciless.

“Did you yourself believe in the justice of the Law of
Operations?”

After he had replied no, but he had always honestly
carried out his duties, and the entire City had been edu-
cated with the programs that he had produced, which had
invariably reinforced the citizen’s aversion for any other
life, the Joint Chairperson asked a seemingly innocent
question:

“And did it not seem to you that in reinforcing the
aversion for any other way of life, you were developing an
aversion for absolutely anything that was new?”

“Of course,” — the accused’s response was immediate.

“And therefore,” the Joint Chairperson continued in a
lazy, careless tone, she even smiled, “for the new face too.”

“Therefore, for the new face, too.” The frightened ac-
cused breathed out the phrase, half-meaningless under
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the circumstances. His eyes were full of terror. Good God!
he would never have thought of that, now he realized that
he really did deserve Departure. And sentence was pro-
nounced...

“Taking into account such and such counts of guilt,”
said the Joint Chairperson, who had risen to her feet, but
rather abruptly, so that the skin on her neck had tensed and
pulled open her wound, and from beneath the crust of clot-
ted blood there emerged a fresh, bright-red drop, which ran
down across her breast, halted for a moment, crept across
her belly, lower and lower, slid over her hip and finally
spread out beside her right foot. A small puddle formed on
the stage, but the Joint Chairperson was absorbed in her
work and her triumph, and she did not notice it.

“Taking into account the understatement by the ac-
cused of the damage which he consistently inflicted upon
the City over a period of many years, or to be more precise,
which was inflicted upon the City under his direction,”
pronounced the Joint Chairperson, as though reading from
a sheet of paper in her hand, although in fact there was no
sheet of paper, and she reformulated the text several times
as she went through it, but in general she spoke smoothly
and with genuine professionalism.

“Yes, that’s real skill,” the Official took note, “I should
learn from that.” And he learned.

There followed another series of counts of guilt, to
which the accused had not confessed, which had not been
mentioned but which (and everyone understood this) en-
sued from the single confession of encouraging aversion
for the new face.

As they carried out their new duties in the name of the
new, in a manner not only quite irreprehensible, but de-
manding a heroic feat of service to a new idea, they were
also thrown into a certain degree of confusion by the un-
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expectedly large number of counts of guilt which ensued
from a single one, of which the accused had been unaware.
Each of them began involuntarily to measure these counts
of guilt against himself, and it turned out that to a certain
extent they had all played the same role, although perhaps
at a different level from the accused. The Official also be-
gan to ponder, but not along the same lines as the hall. As
far as he was concerned now, there could be no question
about those sitting in the hall... He’d have to think about
that a bit later, he thought, and squeezed the Wife’s
shoulders still tighter.

“Enough,” said the Official, and everyone sighed in re-
lief, because the Joint Chairperson might actually have
begun to list the counts on which they too were guilty, and
then... “Since we are unable to administer Departure ac-
cording to the rules... by the way, do you know how the
rules define the method of Departure?”

In her agitation the Joint Chairperson shifted her feet
and almost fell as she slipped on her own blood; it was a
good thing that one of the accused held her up, she
thanked him with a quick nod.

“No, that’s not my area.”

“A pity,” said the Official, “we’ll have to improvise our
own amateur methods. But you will also have to master a
new profession. You are appointed Administrator of De-
parture.”

Approval lit up the faces of the hall. That’s right, let
them administer Departure to each other. After all, if
they’d taught us about the new face in time, nothing bad
might have happened in the hall today.

There was a pause, and then in the place of the severe,
precise, harsh professional face concealed behind a mask
of gentleness, they all saw a weak woman on the verge of
howling out loud, that is, not actually howling, but the
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tears began to roll down her face. She didn’t know — and
this was the truth — how to administer even an impro-
vised Departure. And not because she hadn’t seen it done,
but simply because she had devoted too much energy and
too many years of her life to a different trade, a trade
which was restricted to mere inquiry, accusation and ex-
amination.

Of course, the Official was not at a loss. He inquired of
the accused whether the latter was able to administer the
sentence of the court himself. The latter shook his head in a
rather thoughtful manner, because he was sincerely tor-
mented by his guilt and the sudden realization that the du-
ties which he had punctiliously and religiously performed
for so many years, had been so detrimental to the City.

“In that case,” the Official continued to demonstrate
inexhaustible invention — he had accumulated so much
energy during the years of hope, with nothing to expend it
on (you can’t use up much of it editing broadcasts) — “can
you administer an improvised Departure to her?”

Yes, the Director is still the Director. Even if he is con-
demned to Departure and crushed by a sense of guilt. He
was interested by the suggestion, and only one thought
concerned him: “What would he get for it?”

“A seat in the back rows of the hall,” the Official re-
sponded immediately.

“I can,” said the accused, without pausing for thought.
And once again he saw before him not a woman with
blood streaming down her body, but the stern Joint Chair-
person.

“Then I also can,” said the Joint Chairperson, looking
into the eyes of the accused, and then into the hall. Ah,
how subtle and clever the new Official was.

“I think that the accused deserves to be punished
twice: once for his guilt, and a second time for forgetting
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his guilt so quickly and accepting clemency which he does
not deserve. But our court is both the most just of all that
exist, and it is new. Since we have suggested it, first he will
administer improvised Departure to her, and then we shall
make our decision.”

The Director administered improvised Departure to the
Joint Chairperson. He took this young and beautiful body
by the legs, and he smashed the head of this young and
lovely body against the floor of the stage.

“He administered it well,” said the Official, “but we
will reserve pronouncement of our final decision.” He
squeezed the Wife’s hip, turned to face the hall, and
winked.

Having heard this, the Director picked up the Joint
Chairperson, his right arm under her knees, his left behind
her back, carried her to the heap of other bodies, and set
her down carefully so that she could lie there comfortably,
even adjusting the position of her head.

Vi

" e appoint you in the interim to perform the du-

Wties of the Joint Chairperson.”

“The next accused!”

She was a young girl, only just past the threshold of
maturity. The Wife recognized her, she was one of next
year’s candidates for the name of Wife, her future rival.
The Official was suddenly extremely polite. He changed
before their very eyes. A moment ago they had all seen a
witty, somewhat over-familiar man full of energy, and
now there appeared before the hall a man one might
even call courteous, that is, if you couldn’t see his
hands — entirely unconnected with his kind, attentive
face, or the clear expression of his eyes — as they fum-
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bled with the thigh s and the breasts of the Wife sitting
with him. But what does that have to do with the matter
he is dealing with? The girl was attractive. She was so
attractive that the Wife did not carry out her new duties,
for fear that the numbers’ sensitive souls might be
touched by pity — and the half-shredded material was
left on the girl’s thin body.

But the Director, who has somehow managed to sur-
vive so far in this honest, new and just court, has already
begun his interrogation, somewhat concerned that he
will not be able to manage the investigation as profes-
sionally as his predecessor. But, whether because in the
course of his own profession he had frequent occasion to
investigate the guilt of his subordinates before handing
them over to the Commission, or whether because of
what he had just experienced (experience frequently
makes us wiser and more sincere), or whether for certain
other reasons, he demonstrated abilities as an investiga-
tor which had remained hidden until required at this
moment. In their declining years many people begin to
behave like youths, indulging themselves unnecessarily
in love, or, in contrast, going into politics, and all entire-
ly as a result of the fact that the unused experience they
have accumulated longs to be exposed, to be demon-
strated to others.

And so, after an interrogation of literally seven minutes,
it became clear that there was in effect nothing to accuse
her of — she hadn’t worked anywhere, she wasn’t involved
in anything, she hadn’t been a member of anything, she
wasn’t, in fact, guilty of anything. Of course, in the Offi-
cial’s place anyone else might have suspected the Director
of tendentiousness and a desire to help his own kind, but
the Official was sufficiently clever to guess that no matter
how you tried it would be hard to get anything out of this
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frightened, fresh and lovely — at this point he glanced at
the Wife — young girl. And she — the Wife — somehow
seemed a little less attractive to him just at this moment...
On the other hand, the Official was clever enough to under-
stand that even if she was innocent, she belonged to the
names, and therefore... After all, justice is supreme over all
things, thought the Official, and the way a matter is begun
will decide how it continues. And then, what’s done here is
one thing, but there’s still tomorrow, and tomorrow we’ll
have to account for ourselves to the New Face.

We don’t know what else the Official might have gone
on to think about, involuntarily squeezing the Wife’s hip
tighter and tighter, until the effort of his thoughts was so
great that the Wife could stand it no longer, but as an ex-
perienced and educated woman, of course, she didn’t
smack his face, she didn’t insult him, she didn’t protest,
she didn’t complain of his behaviour to those sitting
around her (and their train of thoughts concerning the
Official was about as long a train as the Official’s concern-
ing what he ought to do now ). No. The Wife calmly stood
up, went out into the centre of the stage, limping slightly
(after all, there was nothing wrong with the Official’s fin-
gers), went across to the Director, took him by the nose —
which, of course, made everyone in the hall laugh, she did
it with such an air of caring sympathy — led the Director
off to the side and sat facing the girl.

“Tell me,” said the Wife gently, “next year you were to
have been a candidate for the name of Wife.”

“Yes,” said the girl and hastily added that they had told
her so and prepared her for it, but they had hardly made
any corrections, just very minor ones, her face had a natu-
rally high degree of likeness.

“That is, of course, to the old face,” specified the smil-
ing Wife, polite as ever.
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“But there was no other,” the girl answered guiltily,
but sincerely, “we simply didn’t know any other.”

“Now, perhaps the last question I have for you. Next
year, if you were selected as Wife, you would, of course,
have faithfully endeavored to fulfill your duties?”

“Of course,” said the girl.

“And so have continued to serve what is now repulsive
and unacceptable to us all?”

“That’s right,” said the girl. “Only I don’t know how it
would have been.”

“You would have served the propaganda of the old
face,”—saddened, the Wife spoke almost to herself, and
she spread her arms wide and rose from her seat. And each
within his own mind, the people sitting in the hall all rose
from their seats and spread their arms in sympathy with
her sadness.

The Director now performed the second part of his duties.
Then he picked up the girl professionally — right arm under
her knees, left arm behind her back, and carried her across to
the same spot, to the same heap, and took just as much care
putting down the body and adjusting the position of the head.

The Official was disappointed with the Director. The
entire hall was disappointed with the Director in the role
of investigator, very disappointed.

“Untie the three who are left,” the Official said to the
Director.

The Director did it. The Wife at the same time sat back
down, prepared to continue with duties so well begun.

“Are your hands numb?” asked the Official kindly. It was
quite obvious that they were. “Very well,” he said, “our Di-
rector will now take you through a series of warm-up exercis-
es. Please carry on,” he said to the Director. The latter
dragged his weary body out to the centre of the stage, and it
began.
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“Hands up, and one, and two, and three... hands on
your chest. Squat down, once more, straighten up, and
one-two-three, and one-two-three, and one...”

No double the gymnastics would have gone on for
longer, but the hall began to feel bored, and the Official
cut short this magnanimous procedure with a gesture of
his hand. It had clearly helped the accused, for their arms
now seemed to obey them once again.

“And now,” said the Official, “I think the time has
come... How are your hands?” he asked the three accused.

“Fine,” a redheaded woman answered for all of them,
making a few movements with her wrist, and smiling at
the Official and the hall.

The Official continued with his speech, after smiling
back at her:

“The time has come to keep the promise we made to
punish the Director. In the first place — for his guilt, in
the second place — for not punishing himself, and in the
third place — for something which happened before your
very eyes...” He appealed to the accused and the hall —
“he administered Departure to a woman who had refused
to do so to him, that is, he showed no appreciation for
her noble gesture, nor for our magnanimous decision to
allow him the opportunity to demonstrate his moral ca-
pacities.”

The Official sensed that both the hall and the accused
were on his side. There could be no misunderstanding
here — each of them had felt a sense of disgust for the
Director, and they had not the slightest doubt that in this
situation they would have behaved in the same way as
the poor woman who had refused to administer Depar-
ture.

Ah, what a difference support does make! The Official
could now be humane and liberal. And he permitted the
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three accused — not ordered or insisted, but precisely
permitted if, of course, they so wished — to administer
the Director’s Departure, which he had deserved merely
for his behaviour during the last few hours of the hall’s
work.

Vi

nfortunately the three accused, led by the redhead-
ued woman, were not allowed enough time to finish

administering Departure. The doors up above
swung open, and a crowd burst into the hall. These were
the people with different faces, ones who had neither
names nor numbers. They lived on the very outskirts of
the city, and only when the City gathered in the Hall of
the House were they permitted to approach the square
before the House, and standing under an awning erect-
ed for these rare and solemn occasions, to listen to the
music wafting out to them from the walls of the House
with a clumsy energy like a swan just before it alights
on the water — but for them this was the great music of
involvement in the main life of the City, the music of
impossible hope and the music of non-existent pro-
spects. Today, though, there had been no music, today
He-Who-Stands-Over-All had transformed it into words
and equal rights for them, the ones who had stood here
on this square once a year century after century for the
Choice of the Principal Couple, knowing only by hear-
say what the proceedings were, not once setting foot
inside the doors of the House and the houses in which
the people with a name or a number lived — for them,
who had no future, because the future was the same as
the present. Today, He-Who-Stands-Over-All had
transported them into that non-existent future. The
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town was given over to them, the people of the different
faces and the different eyes, by Him-Who-Stands-Over-
All. How could they not believe him, if while he spoke
the very rain was stayed by his hand!

The service, the payment for this gift, was conven-
ient, necessary and desired by Him — to exterminate
everything living in the City which bore the old face,
and it didn’t matter that when He-Who-Stands-Over-
All finished speaking the rain lashed down harder than
it ever had in the City, as though the water which had
not fallen during the temporary pause had merely been
stored up and then poured down on to the earth. With
their strength, with their pressure, with their right, with
their bodies, the people had burst open the doors of the
House and flooded in. Like a tank crushing a snail with-
out even noticing it, like a landslide carrying away a
slim sapling, like a plane smashing a bird to pieces —
that was how the people still in the hall, and the ac-
cused, together with the Director and the Official dis-
appeared beneath the torrent of arms, teeth and legs. In
five minutes it was all over. All the people who had
been in the hall had the old face, and the invaders knew
just what they had to do — any old face of any degree of
likeness had to be destroyed that day, like a captured
bed-bug or a cockroach. And then the landslide, having
swept through the hall, swept on out of the building,
spread through the town, through the houses, through
the laboratories, through the streets, thoroughly and
deliberately destroying as it went everything that fell
into its hands, the way a swarm of locusts devastates a
field that happens to lie in its path.
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X

he Muse came to herself when the Face-Maker was pull-
-I-ing her shirt down on to her shoulders, he poured her a

glass of ice-cold water which made her teeth ache, and
having drunk it she wiped her lips, which were not hers —
they had become softer and fuller. The Face-Maker showed
her her face, and the Muse was astonished. It was a beauti-
ful face. She moved her head, and her hair at the back
seemed to be caught by a breeze, and it tumbled down the
Muse’s back.

“Is this me?” said the Muse. She saw her new, staring
eyes, a long face, white and gentle, a thin, straight nose,
and the face was severe and full of strength. Only it hurt.
“But why did you do it?” said the Muse. “And why didn’t we
stay in the hall?”

But probably all people have their limits, even face-
makers. Too much strength had been expended on Him-
Who-Stands-Over-All and the Muse. The Face-Maker said
nothing, and while he thought in silence, trying to answer
for himself a question which only recently had been simple,
and explain out loud to the Muse why he had done it, the
doors opened and his surgery was flooded with the people
who, after sweeping all before them in the Hall of the
House, had spilled out on to the street and spread through
the houses where those who had the old face had lived and
worked. The flood halted only once — before the miracle —
flowing backwards as though it had run into a wall. They
had seen the new face — the face of Him-Who-Stands-
Over-All, which was still alive in their memory — and after
drawing back, they approached, carefully raised the Muse
up on their outstretched arms, and slowly and solemnly
bore her to the Hall of the House, in order to show her to
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everyone. They had become the Muse’s slaves, but now she
also belonged to them.

They did not look back as they left. What did they want
with the man sitting in the corner with his hands resting on
his knees, at such a solemn, holy moment they did not wish
to soil the hands which bore the Muse, and the old face
would not escape — those who were following would do
their duty and swill the filth away.

The Face-Maker stood up, put on his cloak and followed
them out almost indifferently, the way the dead give up
their bodies to the worms, the way the dead give up their
bodies to the fire and drift downwind as ash, feebly and
slowly, gently and calmly, like the burnt fragments of a let-
ter from one who was beloved and now means nothing.

The Face-Maker lowered the hood over his face and
slowly wandered down towards the houses, along the street
which was deserted here, near his laboratory, but from
down there, from down below, where the citizens’ houses
were, he could hear shouts and groans. The groans would
break off and the shouts would explode into a merry rum-
bling of voices, then fall silent, and then again after a little
while there was that almost subterranean rumbling — as
though a volcano were churning its lava, as though the
voices were playing a game of hunt-the-thimble, and when
they were “cold” it was quiet, and when they were “hot” the
volcano growled.

When the Face-Maker got down below the zone of the
House he understood the principle that governed the alter-
nation of silence and rumbling — the crowd rushed through
the streets and some of its members ran in at the doors that
stood open in every house in the City, while the crowd wait-
ed silently in the rain, and the rain lashed down on the
threshold of the doors standing open, and flowed into the
entrance-halls, and puddles stood in the entrance-halls,
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and then, splashing up the water of these puddles, the ones
who had gone in dragged out the inhabitants of the houses
who were still alive, and the crowd greeted their success
with a roar, they all seized their victim, helpless in the face
of their strength, and bore him off in their arms, up towards
the House.

The Face-Maker halted beside the crowd without raising
his hood from his face, melted into its ranks and began to
wait with the rest of them by one of the entrance-ways, si-
lently, as those around him waited silently for their prey. He
saw them carry out of the entrance a person in tattered
clothing, half-dead, with a face mutilated by blows. The
crowd whooped in joy, they tore the last remnants of cloth-
ing from the man, the naked body was raised aloft on their
outstretched hands, and like drumsticks the streaming rain
beat on the man’s body in a rhythm of triumph. The rain
was joining in the festivities. In order to see this spectacle
through to the end, the Face-Maker also put his fingers to
the man’s body and set off with the crowd up the hill to-
wards the House. While the people were walking through
the streets, no one took any notice of the Face-Maker. They
were intoxicated with their mission, they, who only yester-
day had not dared to take a single step on these stones were
today the authority, the inquiry, the court.

Perhaps the Face-Maker could have made the journey
through the streets more than once, then sat it out some-
where, in order to see the Muse at least once more from a
distance, and see the life of the new City with a new face,
see the creation of his own hands. But it was his hands that
gave him away — not the face, that was hidden under his
hood. When the people went round the House and in
through a side door into a hall which the Face-Maker, hav-
ing lived a lifetime in the City, had never seen, and the light
sprang up, striking the faces beneath the hoods and illumi-
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nating the hands, then at the condemned man’s back, sur-
rounded by the hairy, hooked, short, coarse fingers, the
whiteness and slimness of the Great Face-Maker’s fingers
was suddenly highlighted, like a lily blossoming in a stink-
ing bog in defiance of all common sense. A lily. They
dumped the half-dead man on the floor and crowded round
the Face-Maker, tore off his cloak and his clothes, and when
they saw the old face, they began to shout in their aston-
ishment at the shamelessness and lack of delicacy of their
predecessors, and they were convinced yet again of the jus-
tice of their hunt. The very height of cynicism, to march in
their ranks!

Raising the Face-Maker over their heads, they ap-
proached the Door of Departure, and lowered the Face-
Maker down on to a narrow black landing, the upper step of
a staircase leading downwards, and the Face-Maker met the
eyes of the man lying on the floor, and smiled, and nodded,
and then transferred his gaze to the people who were
watching him from beneath their lowered hoods, so that it
was hard to make out their faces. Maybe even some of them
knew the Face-Maker — but then what did that matter? The
man had fulfilled the purpose for which he was sent into the
world. Departure is merely a question of time and tech-
nique, which are a matter of indifference to the person to
whom it is administered. The people watched the Face-
Maker and waited for his reaction — the ways in which they
had seen their captives depart had been so very different,
some had cried, some had fallen to their knees and kissed
their executioner’s feet, some had attempted to resist, and
they had been forced to half-strangle those funny fellows to
stop them making too much fuss before Departure. Once
again the Face-Maker was astonished at himself — at this
moment he felt neither fear, nor surprise, nothing at all
apart from a dull curiosity, just as he hadn’t had any fear
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when he led the Muse out of the hall, or on the streets of
the city, or here now. Probably he had left his fear and love
and desire in the face of Him-Who-Stands-Over-All, which
shone so brightly for these people and was so omnipotent
that in His name all was permitted, all was forgiven, all was
justified. The staircase moved beneath the Face-Maker’s
feet, and began to slide downwards, the doors parted and
closed behind him with a click — the way the mouth of a
fish out of water closes in a silent convulsion.

While the doors were opening the Face-Maker laughed
with his lifeless smile. The Muse was alive. It didn’t matter
that he wouldn’t be there — the Muse was also the Face-
Maker. These harsh, hooked fingers would love her, and she
would teach them her tenderness, which she had discovered
with the Face-Maker. The Face-Maker smiled again, per-
haps at his own naivety, or perhaps at the truth which he
saw, or wished to see in this way. The Face-Maker trans-
ferred his gaze from within himself outwards, and for the
first time he saw the blue dome of the hall soaring upwards
out of sight, and below and ahead of him a frozen motion-
less mirror of yellowish water, a mirror that was trembling
slightly at the point where the staircase moving beneath the
Face-Maker’s feet disappeared under the water, and small
circles ran out across the surface and disappeared again not
far away — the water was heavy and sluggish, as though oil
had been poured on to its surface.

Let the entire city and its new inhabitants in here, throw
them, shove them into the water, and there would not be a
single splash, not a wave would heave up on this heavy sur-
face, and such is human memory — it drowns without trace,
it dissolves destinies, bodies and events, great face-makers
and great ideas. The Face-Maker can depart calmly without
knowing, and therefore without remembering, that the City
has gone mad and time has fallen out of joint. The final
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Face-Maker will now move down towards that thick, green,
heavy silence and oblivion, there will be no one to carve
these faces into the standard features of beauty, nobility,
severity, the new standard, for the secret of the craft and
the art, together with the fingers, the slim, white fragile,
sensitive fingers of the Face-Maker, and his intellect,
equipped with the age-old ancestral ability to create a face,
will melt away with this single, temporary, fleeting body
which contained within itself the traditions of the clan. But
the Muse, whom he had left to the people, she would grow
old and eventually would depart as he had done, and if she
should have children, they would not be like the Face-
Maker’s Muse, the man-made Muse, they would have their
original faces, the ones that each inhabitant of this city had
inside.

“The Muse’s children will be like the people with no
face,” was what the Face-Maker thought in his knowledge
of the future. “They will have their own faces,” was what
He-Who-Stands-Over-All thought, who had known the fu-
ture before it had even begun.

The City had gone mad, the City had been driven mad,
and who can tell what awaits the person who has departed
from repetition and example; in the entire history of the
City, no one had ever returned to his primal state, but per-
haps this is not a return to the primal state.

The staircase shuddered beneath the Face-Maker and
stopped with only half a metre left to the water, and the
Face-Maker swayed forward, but he held on, astonished
that the movement had stopped. It was an illusion, the
movement had simply become so slow that it was almost
imperceptible. Now there were only centimetre s left to the
water, and it looked soft, and steam rose from it. The water
was warmer than the air, its warmth drew him towards it.

The Face-Maker thought that now it was time to re-
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member the Muse, and the City, and his work, which had
brought him so much joy.

“Did it really bring me joy?” he asked himself.

“It did,” he immediately reassured the questioner.

“Are you afraid of what’s happening now in the city? Or
are you the cause of what’s happening?”

“I'm afraid, but you know that you’re not the only cause
of what’s happening,” he reassured the questioner.

“But if not for you — would it all have happened?”

“Perhaps not like this, perhaps it would have even been
more terrible, and...”

The soles of the Face-Maker’s feet touched the water, at
first the warmth, and then the water. Yes, it was a familiar
sensation, but there was no time left to remember what it
was like, because his thoughts began to flow out through
his legs into the water, and his legs themselves were be-
coming invisible beneath the transparent greenish water,
they were melting, as sugar melts into boiling water, as a
plane melts into the sky, as a snowflake melts into your
hand, as the dawn melts into the morning. But there was no
pain. The water was already working at his hips, his belly,
his chest, but there was no pain, there were only weariness,
peace and submission in place of a body, and his thoughts
were becoming warm. Then the vault over his head began to
glow red-hot, and this heat touched the Face-Maker’s eyes
and just as his body used to be covered with goose-pimples
before it was warmed by the steam-bath, the Face-Maker’s
eyes froze, and the tears that had risen in them froze.
Through the ice the Face-Maker attempted to see the vault
and the water and what was still left of his body, but his
vision began to be locked into this ice — the way a horse
that has fallen through ice into the river may break the
crust, but the sleigh still drags it down to the bottom — the
way it is with a plane out of control — everyone is still alive,
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their hands still function skillfully and precisely, but the
earth is rising up to meet it like a billiard ball — the way a
dog trapped in the skin-merchant’s cage struggles frantical-
ly in a futile attempt to break free. The oppressive heat fi-
nally overpowered the cold, extracted all the air, his throat
swelled up and his cry emerged through his melting eyes,
because his mouth was already in the water and was drifting
downwards, drawn towards the exit by the current. His eyes
cried up to the red vault, they turned red, they melted, and
his pink eyes set, not as the sun sets in an eclipse, but as it
goes down when it has served its entire term. The vault lis-
tened indifferently to this cry and gradually it grew calm
and blue, as a house that has been burnt out will be grown
over with grass and become transformed into a green wood,
so that a century later no one can guess whether there was a
powerful state here, or whether high towers stood here be-
neath the blue vault overhead, and down below the surface
of the lake is frozen still without a single ripple.

There were only small circles now running out from the
almost imperceptible movement of the staircase, while the
eyes and thoughts of the Face-Maker went gurgling out
through a narrow channel into the streets of the City and its
eternal stone canals, and they were calm and serene, be-
cause ahead lay the long journey along the canal to the out-
skirts, beyond the limits of the City, into the waters of the
river which received the canal, and then along the old
channel to the ocean, which is eternal and constant, gazing
up with its green eyes into the blue sky. But that would be
later, for now he was surrounded by the usual houses, built
of the stone which is not afraid of water.

The rain was falling as usual, and the Face-Maker
thought that somewhere he could hear the Muse crying.
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